Named One of the Ten Best Graphic Novels of All Time by TIME MAGAZINE 
“I love BONE! BONE is great!” Matt Groening, creator of The Simpsons 


THE COMPLETE CARTOON EPIC IN ONE VOLUME 
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STILL NO THAT, PHONEY? TH’ 


SIGN OF THE , 
TOWNSPEOPLE. COAST |S CLEAR’ 


LOOK AT HIM! WE GOT CHASED ae 
OUTTA BONEVILLE OVER TWO YOU CAN WHINE ALL YOU 
WEEKS AGO, AN’ HE’S STILL WANT, WHEN YER TH’ 
MOPIN’ AROUND! Nw RICHEST GUY IN 
= Wik TH’ WHOLE TOWN. 


. OH, WELL... I GUESS 


SILLY ME. 
EX- 
RICHEST’ 


rauey CANT DO THIS To 
Me! YOU CAN’T DO 
. § ANYTHING TO A RICH 
PERSON THAT HE DOESN’T 


« SO A COUPLE OF SHADY 
— DEALS WENT SOUR. . 


THAT any REASON 
et. RUN TH’ MOST 


ep tee BONE 'N 


BONEVILLE OUT 


IN@RATES! 


OH, THEY” LL RUE TH 
Y THEY CHAS! 


PHONCIBLE F BONE 


OUTTA THEIR CRUMMY 
Ov’ TOWN! 


> oni! 


THE MAP 


GASP! OH! w | [sn amenere,, 
"1 a icé asHN PUUAR 
WR iat 


BELOVED? TH’ MAYOR DECLARED 
A SCHOOL HOLIDAY JUST SO TH’ 
KIDS COULD COME AN? THROW 


ROCKS at you 


NOW, NOW, LITTLE BUCKAROO/ 
DON’T BE SAP! IT’S A BEAUTIFUL DAY! 


THERE’S NOT A CLOUD IN TH’ SKY / 


THE MAP 


4 HEY, I’M : TRY THINGIN 
4 JUST TRYIN’ ABOUT SOMETHIN’ 
GOOP POINT, 1 =O CHEER HIM BESIDES yOUR TAKE ME FOR 
SMILEY. UP. OKAY? MONEY! EXAMPLE! I NEVER 
IF WE DON’T FIND f ° HAD A PENNY 
SOME SHADE SOON, a IN MY bIFE’ 
I’M GONNA .) 
HAVE A 
STROKE! 


I BUT I’M NOT SAD! I GOT } 4 BiRp? HAL WELL ... TRUE! 
BUT YOU GET MY POINT! 


NO RESPONSIBILITIES! I’M S MORE LIKE A 
FREE’ FREE AS A BIRD \manGoy, STRAY 
DOG WHO 
DOESN’T EAT 
VERY OFTEN’ 


HAVE YOU 
FIGURED OUT WHERE 
WE ARE, YET? 
WHAT’S TAKIN’ 
SO LONG? 


I’M WORKING ON IT. 
HMMMM .. : 


THAT’S STRANGE... 
THAT MOUNTAIN RANGE 
ISN’T ON ANY OF OUR 

CHARTS - - 


THE MAP 


HERE’S YOUR PROBLEM, 
FONE BONE, WE’RE OFF 
THE MAP! GET A BIGGER 


THAT’ BIS AS MAPS TO BOLDLY GO WHERE NO 
ee we IN eee WELL, GET BONE HAS GONE BEFORE! 


TERRITORY! US PACK’ 


opel GET ME WRONG, 

FONE BONE -- I’M GRATEFUL 

YOU WERE ABLE TO GET ME HEY, PHONEY,’ BAD 
OUTTA TOWN -- BUT TELL TORTURE NEWS... WE RE OUT 
ME... WHY DID YOU HAFTA you. OF WATER. 

GO AN’ BRING HIM WITH US? 


THE MAP 


THAT'S THE LAST STRAW! 


THAT’S RIGHT,’ TH’ TOWNSPEOPLE 
AREN’T MAP AT US? THEY RAN 


, ' YOU OUTTA TOWN 
DON’T GET MAD AT SMILEY BONE: ICAUSE 


= YOUR 
oy SELFISH, LITTLE 
y 


THIS MESS ISN’T HIS FAULT 


GREEDBAG. 


Z CAN’T BELIEVE IT! , WATER! T NEE 
KOT ONLY AME OH, YOURE NOT Nae 2 wakt = FOUND! £ 
BROKE - - NOW 2M Suey HOPE yell ' THINK IT’S A MAP! 
GONKE ME EEORe: LEARNED YOUR CAN FEEL MY 
LESSON! 


SURE ENOUGH LOOK’ IT’S 
A MAP OF THAT MOUNTAIN 


GIMME A 
DOLLAR FIRST. 


WE’RE 
LOST IN THE 
MIDDLE OF 
TH’ DESERT’ 
GIVE HIM 
A DOLLAR,’ 


ALL RIGHT, ALL RIGHT. ... HEY” 
WHAT IS THIS? THIS LOOKS LIKE 
IT WAS DRAWN BY A FIVE- 
YEAR-OLD! THIS THING IS 


Raciineoadl 


OMIGOSH! i1’s Shbhh! 
THE TOWNSPEOPLE! WAIT A 
QUICK! HIDE ME’ MINUTE! 


THE MAP 


IT’S WORTH LET ME GO! I’M GONNA 
A DOLLAR! KILL HIMZ 


COUSINS! 
HEADS UP! WE 
GOT COMPANY! 


\\ 
XQ 
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: 
N 


eA 


t 
N 
Ly 


\ rats \' 
RASS Wy N A 
ma 7 = 2 \ 
welch 


v) 


4 \ Na tA NES, 


WHAT EVER YOU 
DO - - DON’T STICK 
OUT YOUR TONGUE! 


Pitt! Poo! yuck! 


NW, 4 
Vee 


THE MAP 


PHONEY! ARE 
YOU OKAY? 


THE MAP 


AN, 


SN 


yf! — 
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THE MAP 


yee! 

Z CAN'T 
BELIEVE £ 
WASN’T SUST 

KILLED! 


PHoNey! smitey! EP PHONEY BONE ! 
t .-» MAYBE THEY’RE e 
tery | aay | Called 
ITS A CLIFF! 


HEY, GUYS! TM 
DOWN IN THIS 
GULLEY! CAN YOU 
HEAR ME 2// 


THE MAP 


HUH) I WONDER IF THIS 
REALLY IS A MAP OF THAT 
MOUNTAIN RANGE. .. MAYBE 
I BETTER HANG ON TO IT! 


PHONEY--* 


SAY! THERE’S THAT MAP! 


I MIGHT NEED IT 
TO SAVE PHONEY BONE... 


WELL, COUSIN OR NOT... 
WHEN WE GET BACK TO 
BONEVILLE, PHONEY’S 
GONNA HAVE TO FACE 
THE MUSIC BY 
HIMSELF’ 


I’NVE HAD IT/ 
FROM NOW ON, HE 
CAN OUT RUN 
ANGRY MOBS, AN’ 
FALL OFF CLIFFS 
WITHOUT MY 


WHERE IS 
EVERYBODY? 
WHERE’S 
TH’ 
LOocuSsTS?/ 
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I’M ALWAYS 
GETTIN’ HIM 
OUTTA 
TROUBLE, 


WHAT KIND OF A 
PATSY DOES HE TAKE 
ME FOR?! 

uRNE / 


IT’S ALWAYS: 
”FONE BONE, YOU 
GOTTA SAVE ME,” 
OR: ”"FONE BONE, 
YOU GOTTA 
HELP ME.” 


NO WAY! < cumses 


UP THE WRONG SIDE! 


PHONEY! HELP! / 
YOU GOTTA SAVE 


Me !! 


OH, MY GOSH! 
THEY’RE NO WHERE 
IN SIGHT! 


Wa Z - 


s aie D O 
ANOTHER ONE! : 
- GA 
aan oa 
wih a ‘> —_ 


wil ahs y 


THE MAP 


LI HOPE L 
CATCH UP TO ’EM 
BEFORE IT GETS 
DARK .... 


WHERE TH’ 
HECK ARE 
THOSE GUYS? 
WE’RE GOIN’ 
STRAIGHT INTO 
TH’ MOUNTAINS’ 


THE LAST THING WN) |... OF COURSE, AFTER A DAY 
I WANT TO DO IS LIKE TOPAY, IT’S HARD TO 
PEND THE NIGHT pes IMAGINE THAT ANYTHING 
eee ee — WORSE COULD HAPPEN... 


MYSELF 
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16 CAN NOT TELL... LOOK veeNO STAR. @ or NOu.IT IS NOT HE 
FOR THE STAR ON ITS CHEST, THIS ISN'T o WERY WELL. KILL IT... 
f Ke CX THE ONE. IT WILL BE OUR SUPPER. 
\) 


DO NOTM 
AFFAIRS HAY KRE bo 
7, PIG FOR you, BOY! 


, 


wio you q |AIEEEEEEEEE! 


CALLIN’ BOY? THE GREAT 
REO DRAGON! / 


THE MAP 


THANKS 
FOR 
TH’ LIGHT. 


DON’T 
MENTION 
IT! 


OH, MAN, 
I GOTTA 
QUIT 
GOIN’ TO 


SLEEP ON AN 
EMPTY 
STOMACH’ 


All 
Ml 


\ 


= 
mn 


e 
A\\ 


THE MAP 


THE MAP 


NI | I ACTUALLY THOUGHT 
oH, MAN: BP ( THis MAP WOULD TAKE ME 
THROUGH TH’ MOUNTAINS 


THIS AIN’T 
: TO THIS WATERFALL 
GONNA CUT IT! ON HERE... 


..» BUT IF THIS THING WERE REAL, I J ANP TO TOP IT OFF, I HAVEN’T 
WOULD’VE COME TO TH’ PASS BY NOW! SEEN ANY MORE CIGAR BUTTS ALL DAY... 
ERRR! I’M SO STUPID! I BET THIS HOW DO I GET MYSELF INTO THESE THINGS? 
MAP WAS JUST ONE OF SMILEY’S PRANKS 
- - AND I FELL FOR IT! 


OH, WELL... I’LL 
FIND THOSE GUYS 
SOONER OR 
LATER... 

IF I DON’T DIE 
OF THIRST... 


f UNTIL THEN, 
f{ I JUST GOTTA 
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THE MAP 


THAT STUPID MAP WAS 

RIGHT! YESSIREE, BOB’ 

THERE’S WATER ON TH’ 
MENU TONIGHT, 


SMILEY BONE FOR KISS PHONEY RIGHT 
FINDING THAT MAP/ ' BEFORE I STRANGLE /F 
: HIM/ @ 


é I COULD KISS . I MIGHT EVEN 


22 


THE MAP 


Wl 


IND LOOK! WO Peover 
a HEY! WATCH IT! 


YOU ALMOST 


CIGAR STUBS! 
STEPPED ON ME! 


HEY, HOLD ON! I DION’T 

MEAN ANY HARM! 

BESIDES, WHAT COULD 

YOUR BIG BROTHER 
DO TO ME? 


YOU LOOK 
MORE LIKE 
A LEAF’ 


HELLO! WHAT 
ARE YOU SUPPOSED 
TO BE? 


A LEAF2’ 
THAT’S A 
INSULT? 

WHERE’S 


I’M TED! 


I’M A MY 
BUG! sha 
BROTHER? 


/ WHAT ARE YOU? A TROUBLE- 
(| MAKER? WE DON’T NEED YOUR 
LOOKS LIKE } KIND IN OUR VALLEY! ' 
A LEAF,’ 


I GUESS HE 
DIPN’T MEAN NO 
HARM, BIG 
BROTHER! YOU 
DON’T HAS TO 
HIT HIM IF 
YOU DON’T WANT? 


WELL, OKAY, TED, IF I’M NOT TRYIN’ TO CAUSE BONEVILLE? 
yOU SAY SO.... TROUBLE! I’M LOOKING NEVER HEARD | 

FOR MY COUSINS! 

WE GOT SEPARATED, AN’ 

NOW I’M LOST’ yOu 

WOULDN’T KNOW HOW TO 

GET TO BONEVILLE FROM 

HERE, WOULD YA? 
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THE MAP 


BUT YOU BETTER FIND IT - - FAST It’s 
AUTUMN NOW, AN’ WINTER STRIKES QUICK 
IN THESE PARTS ... AN’ WHEN IT DOES, 
NOBODY CAN GET THROUGH THOSE 
MOUNTAINS ... 


... IN OR OUT! |B: 


GOOD. T’LL LET 

YA GO FOR NOW, 
SINCE TED SEEMS 
TO UKE YA OKAY... 
BUT DON’T FERGET’ 


NO DAWDLIN’! 


FOR NOT 
HITTING ME. 


Ms 
N 
LI 


FONE BONE. 
SO WHO’S THIS 
THORN? 
HE’S NOT ANOTHER 
BIG BUG, IS HE? 


Ho HO! No! 


THORN KNOWS JES’ 
ABOUT EVER’THIN’ 
IN TH’ WHOLE 


SO I SUGGEST YOU MAKE YOUR 


Ih, VISIT HERE A SHORT ONE, OR YOU’LL 


BE STUCK FOR TH’ WINTER. AN’ Z 
DON’T THINK YOU WANNA 9O THAT 


DEFINITELY 
NOT. 


ACTUAL A REAL 


NICE GUY! FIGGER OUT 


WHAT TA BO 
WITH YA... SAY/ 
I KNOW! I’LL TAKE YA 

TO SEE THORN’ 
C’MON. WHAT’S 
YER NAME, MISTER? 


BUT, LISTEN, BONE! BIG BROTHER 
WAS RIGHT ABOUT WINTER! SHE HITS 
FAST! ’N’ IF YOU WANTS TA GIT HOME, 
YOU GOTTA DO IT BEFORE SHE SNOWS! 


DON’T WORRY! 
I’M JUST GONNA 
FIND MY COUSINS, 

AN’ THEN I’M 

OUTTA HERE! 


24 


THE MAP 


Ay SS 


Y WHERE CAN , 
WE CAN STOP wy Val. 
ee Seo UM” | BY TH’ BARRELHAVEN! VaR A tug ~ 
BEST STUFF AROUN’! 


a8 


Why) 
N 


COMRADE! we ARE Agout To FEAST! HELLO, SMALL MAMMAL..., COULD 
Quick! GET your FAT CARCASS YOU STEP IN HERE FOR A MOMENT 7 
BEHIND THIS BUSH AND GET READY ! I'VE GOT SOMETHING TO SHOW YOU.... 


i HEY, TED! Quick, comeavEe! START 
CAN’T YOU a WHERE YOU THE COOKING FIRE,! 
SHOW ME STEP IN HERE-- 
OUT HERE, YOUR FRIEND THE NO. 
WHERE I’VE GOT DRAGON ISN'T YOU CALLED 
RUNNIN’ SPACE? AROUND, IS HE ? YOU/RE 
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THE MAP 


AND IT'S 
NO 7! / WHAT NOT THE FIRST 
MEAN TIME YOU'VE 
DONE IT, 
EITHER. 


WELL, WELL... LOOK 
WHO'S JOINED US FOR 
SUPPER... GO START 
THE COOKING FIRE !/ 


PLEASE, COMRADE!! AND THAT'S 
I JUST WANT ANOTHER THING! 
TO CHOP HIM I'M TIRED OF 
UP FOR THE Stew! L WANT 
TO PUT HIM IN 
A CRUST AND 
BAKE A LIGHT 
FLUFFY QuicHe! 


"I 
COMRADE... BE REASONABLE ! 
L WASN'T THINKING~--- 
L WAS TRYING To CATCH 
OUR, DINNER --- 


THIS ISN'T THE TIME --:': 


QU | CHE 7! WHAT WHY DIDN'T WHY SHOULD 
ead oo ee FOR you STOP ME? I? YOU'RE j 
(re so 
LISTEN, Do You THINK You SMART! 
COULD COME BACK IN HALE 
AN HOUR ? WE'LL HAVE THIS 
STRAIGHTENED out BY THEN ! 
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THE MAP 


y N 
' --I’/M SORRYI ¥W 
CALLED YouA & 
} LEAF! | 


I HEAR 
WATER // 


WHAT AM I GONNA BO? I GOTTA GET 
WHAT IF I CAN’T FIND MY OUTTA HERE! 
COUSINS BEFORE IT THIS FOREST IS 
SNOWS? WE COULD TOO WEIRD 
BE TRAPPED HERE 
FOR TH’ WHOLE 
WINTER ‘ 


THE MAP 
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THORN 


TS ENSTAN Ed 
os VQ. WAVY) 
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BONE / 
-HOo / 
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THORN 


HELLO, MIZ “POSSUM! / OH, I DON’T GET 
I HAVEN’T SEEN YOU OUT OF TH’ YOUR KIDS! 
IN A COUPLE OF MONTHS! } HOUSE MUCH y, THEY’RE ALL 
~~ IN WINTER GROWN UP! 
/SPECIALLY WITH 
YOUNGUNS! 


WELL, IT’S ALMOST 
SPRING! THEY SHOOT UP 
FAST THIS TIME OF YEAR! 

YOU BOYS REMEMBER 
FONE BONE? 


7 
HOW YOU GUYS YOUR MOM WOW! THANKS! DON’T YOU 
DOIN’? MADE IT FOR I DON’T KNOW “4 worry ABOUT 
HOW I WOULD’VE \ IT’ AS LONG 
MADE IT THROUGH} AS YOU’RE 
TH’ WINTER STUCK HERE 
WITHOUT YOU “\ IN OUR VALLEY, 
MIZ “POSSUM! | DLL TAKE CARE 


BLANKETS 
WHERE’D JN’ STUFF! 


YA GET TH’ 


i/ 
DIP YOU EVER FIND NOPE. DON’T KNOW MUCH ABOUT 

THOSE COUSINS OF WHAT BUGS BO IN TH’ WINTER, 

YOURS? BUT I HAVEN’T SEEN WING NOR 
ANTENNEA OF TED SINCE TH’ 
NO, NOT YET. SNOW HIT... 
HAVE YOU SEEN TED 
SINCE I TALKED TO SAY. .. 


YOU LAST? WASN’T 
THERE 


SOMEONE 
ELSE YOU 
WANTED ME 


OF YOU! HERE 
I PACKED A 
PIE IN CASE 


FOUND OUT 
A THING! 
YOU SURE 
YOU HAVE 
ENOUGH 
BLANKETS? 


THORN 


) is = 
YES, MA’M, SIGH. AS A MATTER OF ME?’ IT’LL JUST BE 
WELL, THANKS FACT, I’M ON BUT... £ DON’T FOR AN HOUR OR 
ANYWAY, MIZ “POSSUM! BMY WAY OVER TO KNOW ANYTHING TWO! YOU BOYS 
IF THERE’S EVER MIZ HEDGEHOG’S ABOUT BE GOOD 
ANYTHING I PLACE, ’N’ I WAS BABY ’POSSUMS: 
CAN DO - - WONDERIN’ IF 
. YOU’P MIN? 
WATCHIN’ | 
TH’ KIDS? 
(A 


ALL RIGHT! Lg 
WE’RE GONNA C 
STAY WITH byt: 


Vv fi D 
y 


EF 


.- C’MON, GUYS. RUN INSIDE WHERE IT’S 
YOU CAN HELP ME PUT WARM ... I’LL JUST BE A 
THE FINISHING TOUCH SECOND’ 
ON MY HOUSE, 


w* 
THERE WE GO! COZY AS AN HEY, GUYS ! 
IGLOO! BY THE TIME THIS MELTS, TAKE IT EASY IN 
IT’LL BE SPRING, AN’ THEN I’M TH-- 
OUTTA HERE’ 


THORN 


WHAT TH’ HECK 
WAS THAT 7 


WHAT ARE YOU TRYING TO 9O?/! 

KILL EACH OTHER? C’MON, LET’S SIT 

BY THE FIREPLACE, AN’ I’LL TELL 
YOU A STORY! 


PLAY WITH 
US, MR. BONE! 
Ww Oo 
PLAY 
& 


7 
Ss 


HEH, HEH.’ LOOK AT “EM! 
THEY LOOK LIKE LITTLE ANGELS! 
LG i 


I KINDA UESS BABYSITTING WON’T 


LIKE THIS BE SO TOUGH AFTER ALL’ 
GAME 
7 


— 


E 
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THORN 


I’M SERIOUS! 
QUIT FOOLIN’ 
AROUND’ 


TRRRRRER/ 
To Sh one 70--- 


in NI 

HIDING IN TH’ 

> BUSHES ARE You 7// 

WELL, MR. BEAR |S GETTING 
HUNGRY// 


34 


QT 
HI, FELLAS. SSS 


, Q YOU DO 
LONG TIME NO SEE, 


nt SAY / 
WELL, NICE TALKIN’ WITH YA/ 
THANKS FOR WATCHIN’ TH’ 
KIDS! GOTTA GO! 


QUICK! you Kips run 


HOME, I’LL SLOW “EM 
Ul 


O0000o# ! 
MY ANKLE / 
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THORN 


THING WE FOUND UNDER 
A BUSH... YOU HAD 
SOME, DIDN’T YOU? 


yOu EAT FOR 
LUNCH?/ 


THORN 


By STUPID, STUPID 
»} 7. RAT CREATURES // 


38 


THIS TIME L REALLY 
DID HURT My ANKLE! 


MM! YOU KNOW HOW 
ZI SAY WE MUCH I LIKE QUI--2.¢ 
BAKE HIM IN 
OR SHOULD WE EAT A QUICHE! 
HIM RAW? 


THORN 


WHY DIPN’T YOU 
DO SOMETHING?/ 
IF Z WAS A DRAGON 
I WOULDA BLASTED 
“EM WITH FIRE! 


THAT’S RIGHT, KID. 
NEVER PLAY AN 
ACE IF A TWO 

WILL DO. 


THORN 


UH... WELL ...IT 

WAS NICE MEETING 
yOu, BUT I BETTER 
GO FIND TH’ KIDS! 


GO STRAIGHT DOWN THE 
poy WORRY HILL. IT’S A SHORTCUT TO 

A OUT THE KIDS. ms ’POSSUM’S HOUSE. 
THEY’RE SAFE. 
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THORN 


i I’M OKAY... HAD ? 
BONE: THERE YOU A UTTLE RUN-IN WITH A Masupeel, 
ARE! WE CAME AS A DRAGON, BUT THE ; 
FAST AS WE COULD! IMPORTANT THING IS 
ARE YOU ALL RIGHT? THAT WE’RE ALL SAFE! 


SEE HOW 

HE IS WITH 
TH’ KIDS? HE’S 
ALWAYS GOT 

A STORY! 


TURNED IT INTO A 
YARN WITH A AN’ TELL TH’ 
DRAGON IN IT’ BOYS ABOUT 
TH’ FEROCIOUS 
FIRE 
BREATHING 
DRAGON’ 


\/ 
WHAT HAPPENED, } WHAT HAPPENED THAT’S ENOUGH QUESTIONS 


FONE BONE? TO YOUR HAT? 
DIP YOU KILL AID THE PRAGON eg Weev GIRED. corgi 
, 2 DO IT? yee 
TH’ DRAGON? HOME WHERE IT’S WARM ANP 
, SAFE, AND THEN BONE CAN 
HE’S PULLIN’ TELL US ALL ABOUT HIS 


OUR TAILS! 
EVERYBODY 
KNOWS 
DRAGONS ARE 
MAKE BELIEVE! 


ADVENTURE! 


MAYBE HE’D 


AND CLEAN 
UP FIRST. 
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THORN 


OH, YES, BY ALL MEANS! 
THERE’S A NICE, HOT SPRING JUST 
BACK OVER TH’ HILL’ WHY DON’T YOU 
STOP THERE TO FRESHEN UP’ 
C’MON ALONG, BOYS! SAY THANK 
YOU TO UNCLE BONE! 


DID HE 
REALLY SEE 
A DRAGON? 


WHAT DO THEY 
THINK? I LIT MY 
HEAD ON FIRE TO% 
KEEP WARM? 


DRAGON KNEW I WAS 


KIDS? WHAT’S HE DOIN’? 
FOLLOWIN’ ME AROUND? 
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.. AN’ HOW COME THAT AI 
BABYSITTING TH’ “POSSUM 


L HMMF, DID 
TOO SEE A 


DRAGON’ 


V tris PLACE IS TOO WEIRD! 
THE FIRST SIGN OF 
SPRING I SEE... POW! 
I’M TAKIN’ OFF RIGHT 
THROUGH THOSE MOUNTAINS, 
WITH OR WITHOUT 
MY COUSINS! 
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> <a 


ED? 


EZ 
zt 
20 
< 
= 


| ian 
| / 
x FONE GONE: 


PLEASED TO MEET 
YOU, FONE BONE’ 
MY NAME IS 

; You'RE THORN 7 
DO YOU KNOW A LITTLE 
BUG NAMED TED 2/ 


WHY, YES! I KNOW 
TED! HE’S A VERY 
GOOD FRIEND OF MINE! 


WELL, THAT 
CERTAINLY 
SOUNDS 
LIKE TED. 


COUSIN’S? YOU 
MEAN THERE’S 
MORE OF YOU? 


YEAH! THEY’RE STUCK 
IN THIS VALLEY, TOO! 
BUT I HAVEN’T SEEN 

EITHER ONE OF ’EM 

SINCE WE GOT HIT 

BY THAT SWARM OF 
Locusts’ 
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I’VE BEEN LOOKIN’ 
FOR YOU AbL 


WINTER! ! 


GREAT! THEN YOU 


CAN HELP ME AND MY 
COUSINS GET BACK 
TO BONEVILLE? 


Y’KNOW. .. I 
SHOULD’VE ASKED 
THAT DRAGON 
IF HE’P SEEN 
MY COUSINS! 


YOU SHOULD’VE THE DRAGON! 
ASKED WHO? OH... WAIT A MINUTE, NEVERMIND’ 
Z GET IT’ yOu 4 I DON’T CARE! 
DON’T BELIEVE IN 
DRAGONS, VO YOU? 


ONCE I’M BACK IN LL : WELL, C'MON / 


BONEVILLE, I’LL NEVER 


EVEN HAVE TO THINK ABOUT THERE'S NO 


DRAGONS OR THIS CRAZY 


VALLEY AGAIN? : TIME TO Lose!! 


eee U eee 
I’VE NEVER HEARD 
OF BONEVILLE. 
THERE IS A LITTLE 
VILLAGE DOWN 
THE ROAD CALLED 
BARRELHAVEN ... 
DOES THAT HELP? 


\/ 
I’M SURE WE CAN IT’S NOT JUST 
7 GET YOU THROUGH THE THAT! EVEN IF I 
OH... I DON’T MOUNTAINS AS SOON <\COULP GET THROUGH 
BELONG IN THIS AS THE SNOW MELTS! )Y THE MOUNTAINS, 1/2 
FOREST. NEVER FIND MY WAY 
MY HOME’S ON BACK ACROSS THE 
THE OTHER SIDE OF DESERT. YOU WERE 
THE MOUNTAINS... ey MY LAST HOPE. 


sue CONC eMteekte Ee nice LET ME GUESS 

ST N RAT CREATURES? see 

ON FINDING YOUR PRETTY SURE, YOU DON’T 

COUSINS. YOU/RE UNLESS THE ; BELIEVE IN 

SURE THEY’RE HERE /\ RAT CREATURES RAT CREATURES. 
IN THE VALLEY? GOT ’EM. 


OH, YES I DO! I SAW TWO 
HAVE YOU SEEN OF ’EM! 
ONE RECENTLY? TH’ DRAGON 
CHASED “EM 
OFF! YOU REALLY SAW THIS |S? A TAN?/ 
TWO RAT CREATURES? 


THORN 


SOOT OFF YOUR a 
I THINK WE BETTER GET 
OUT OF HERE’ 


LI LIVE WITH MY GRANDMOTHER JUST 
THROUGH THE WOODS. WE’LL GO THERE. 


WHAT ABOUT 
YOUR BUCKET? 
WANT ME Tr O FILL 
IT? 


MY! AREN’T YOU BRAVE! 

I FEEL SAFER ALREADY! 

C’MON! GIVE ME YOUR 
HAND,’ 


WELL, I DON’T 
WANNA BRAG 
BUT I - - - - 


OKAY WITH ME’ 
WHERE WE 


ee mes LE 


oa a OF SPRING! WE’LL 
PES HAVE YOU ANP YOUR 
> AO, 4 COUSINS BACK IN 
ee/ BONEVILLE 
BEFORE YOU 
KNOW IT! 


Ale eS 


me Mh) 


—— WELL, DON’T JUST] 
STAND THERE! 
LET’S GO! 


wel _ 3 N" mM: 8 OK 3 
QR 
qe 


> an AA 
VA Js sl AL Aa Mh 


Si 


PHONEY BONE 


eRruMP! 
Grune! 


HUH ? 
WHA-- ? 


w %% 
WAKE UP, SLEEPY HEAD! YOURE IN GRAN’MA BEN’S sad 
J HOUSE! C’MON! GET UP! 
T=) [a I FIXED YOU SOME CAKES 
1 FOR BREAKFAST! 
| —, Q eo N 
4} 
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PHONEY BONE 


<=>» ‘Src A Oe aa a gi 
ANS 


—_ , ( 


‘\ 
= 


\» 


NO 


MY! YOU MUST’VE ENJOYED —“Sa= ae] | HERE'S YOUR CAKES! 
YOUR FIRST NIGHT INA HOUSE Weed | AND HERE’S SOME TEA! 


PHONEY BONE 


AH! YOWRE AWAKE! GOOD! NOW EAT YOUR BREAKFAST! 
WE'VE GOT A LOT TO BO TODAY! GRAN’MA BEN IS COMING HOME 
FROM THE VILLAGE, AND I WANT TO CLEAN THE PLACE UP 


BEFORE SHE GETS HERE, 


THAT’S RIGHT! SHE GOES INTO 
BARRELHAVEN EVERY SPRING TO 


SHOW OFF HER BEST RACING COWS’ 


YOUR 
GRAN’MA 
RACES 
cOwS?/ 


OH, IT’S A BIG EVENT HERE 
IN THE SPRING! PEOPLE BET CHICKENS 
ANP GOATS - - SOME FOLKS BET 

THEIR WHOLE LIVESTOCK ON HER’ 
IF YOU WANT TO MAKE A GOOD 


HER ON HER COWS! SHE’S REAL 
PROUD OF HER COWS’ 


TRY TO 
REMEMBER 


YEAH! SHE’S PRETTY 
GOOP, TOO! THERE’S 
HARPLY A COW IN THE 
WHOLE VALLEY THAT: 

CAN BEAT HER IN A 
100 YARD DASH’ 


DEFINITELY 
LOOKING FORWARD 
TO MEETING 
THIS LADY! 


NOW, IF YOU’RE DONE 
EATING, WHY DON’T WE GO 
GET SOME WATER? 


ee 


OKAY BY 
ME! LET’S 


PHONEY BONE 


VY CHOPPIN’ FIREWOOD 
IS A MANLY THING! 


MAN, 2’*LL DO THE 
MANLY THING’ 


WHERE Z COME 
FROM, WHAT YOU 
JUST SAID IS 
BACKWARDS! 


SHE WON’T MIND! SHE 
WOULDPN’T MAKE YOU GO BACK 
OUT IN THE WOODS -- 
ESPECIALLY WITH THOSE RAT 
CREATURES AROUND’ 


BECAUSE DRAGONS DON’T 
EXIST, THAT’S WHY 


WHAT PO 
YOU MEAN? 
YOU BELIEVE 

IN RAT 


PHONEY BONE 


SO ...B2O YOU THINK 
YOUR GRAN’MA WILL 
MIND ME STAYIN’ WITH 
YOU GUYS? I MEAN-- 
I DON’T WANNA CAUSE 
ANY PROBLEMS’ 


JUST DO ME ONE 
FAVOR. WHEN GRAN’MA BEN 
GETS HERE, TRY NOT TO 
MENTION YOUR FRIEND 
THE DRAGON! 


oa 


BECAUSE EVERYBODY 
BELIEVES IN RAT CREATURES’ 

BUT YOU’RE THE ONLY 
ONE WHO’S EVER SEEN IT! 
A DRAGON! ‘ 


BELIEVE 


CREATURES! 
WHY DON’T YOU 
BELIEVE IN 
DRAGONS? 


PHONEY BONE 


DO YOU 
HAVE DRAGONS 
BACK IN 
BONEVILLE? 


AN’ YOU KNOW 
WHAT ELSE? £ 
THINK THAT PRAGON 
IS FOLLOWIN’ ME 
AROUND! 


FONE BONE! 
WE’VE BEEN 
OVER THIS A 


THANKS FOR THE SUPPORT, 
THORN’ YOU KNOW, THAT’S <2 Ng 
WHAT THE DRAGON WANTS YOU 
TO THINK! HE DOESN’T WANT YOU 
TO KNOW HE EXISTS/ 


WELL WE DON’T HAVE 
BIGMOUTHED?, PROOLING, 
RAT-LIKE MONSTERS, 
EITHER’ UNLESS YOU 
COUNT MY COUSIN 

PHONEY BONE! 


DRAGONS ARE 
MAKE BELIEVE, 
YOU WERE 
SEEING 
THINGS! 


BUT I’M TELLIN’ YA, * 


I SAW ONE! HE 
HAD A GOATEE, ’N’ A 
CIGARET, ’N’ BIG 

OL’ HAIRY EARS 

LIKE THIS! 


ACTUALLY, £ 

JUST WANT HER 

TO THINK YOU’RE 
NUTS! 


PHONEY BONE 


FONE BONE? : 
COME BACK HERE WHAT ARE YOU DOING? 
WITH MY BUCKET, 


OH! tHaT’s My 7 
KNAPSACK! BOOKS 
eee I RAN BACK TO MY IN HERE? 
; PLACE LAST NIGHT 


TO GET MY BOOKS! 


YEAH. WHEN ME AN’ MY_ J + Love BOOKS! JUST SOME I/VE NEVER 


COUSINS GOT RUN OUT COMIC BOOKS. ' 
OF BONENILLE, = PACKED OOH! WHAT ARE | br BROUGHT Seen meter 
SOME STUFF FOR US es THOSE FOR 


TO READ... SMILEY BONE. 
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YOU HAVEN’T? YOU MUST’VE 
HAD A DEPRIVED CHILDHOOD. 
THESE I BROUGHT FOR 
PHONEY BONE... 
THEY’RE FINANCIAL 
MAGAZINES! 


UH ... ARE YOU 
SURE YOU WANT TO 
KNOW? EVERY TIME I 
TRY TO TELL PEOPLE 
ABOUT MOBY DICK 
THEIR EYES GLAZE 

OVER’ 


VERY FUNNY. 


S : 
DION’T YOU 


WHAT ELSE HAVE 
YOU GOT IN HERE? 


PHONEY BONE 


BRING IT’S MY FAVORITE BOOK! 
ANYTHING 4 
FOR 


I’VE READ IT 
veuiPeeie? THREE TIMES! 


OKAY! IT’S ABOUT 
A WHALING VOYAGE, AN’ 
THIS GUY ISHMAEL ---->,< 


LET’S SEE... 
A BLANKET ... 
AN OLD MAP 
THAT SMILEY 


SURE! THIS IS MOBY DICK! 


WHAT’S IT 


ABOUT? 


PHONEY BONE 


THAT’S ABOUT IT? 

THE ONE THING I DIDN’T 

BRING ENOUGH OF WAS 

FOOD AND WATER! 
WELL, TH’ TWO 
THINGS 


I DON’T KNOW .... 
SOMETHING ABOUT 
THIS MAP 
IS FAMILIAR ... 


WHY ARE 
YOU MAKING 
THAT FACE? 


I’M FINE, LET’S JUST 
FORGET IT. C’MON, GRAN’MA 
WILL BE HERE SOON... 


PHONEY BONE 


OOOH! WAIT’LL I GET MY HANDS 
ON THAT COUSIN OF MINE! 


Hey! SHut 


I CAN’T BELIEVE FONE I/LL BET HE’S BACK IN 
uP /s Just 


BONE WOULD JUST LEAVE BONEVILLE RIGHT NOW. 
ME OUT HERE WANDERING SITTING IN MY HOUSE, 
AROUND HELPLESS EATING MY FOOD! 
ANP HUNGRY! 
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WHAT A TRAVESTY! TH’ MOST 
CHERISHED AND RESPECTED 
NOT TO MENTION WEALTHIEST! ) 

BONE IN BONEVILLE-- OUT IN TH’ 

-- FENDING OFF 
TH’ ELEMENTS WITH HIS 
BARE HANDS! 


OH, CRUEL, CRUEL, 
FATE! WHY HAVE You 
ABANDONED YOUR 
MOST BELOVED SON 7! 


HEY, YOU, 
WAKE UP/ 


FORCED TO EKE OUT A 
MISERABLE EXISTANCE 


l 
ROCKS'N’MUD!/ 


PHONEY BONE 


THE NAME’S PHONEY BONE... ™ 
TH’ RICHEST BONE IN BONEVILLE! 
YOU’VE PROBABLY HEARD OF ME/ 
I’M LOOKIN’ FOR A 
GUY NAMEP FONE BONE. 
YOU SEEN HIM? 


, » 


HEY/ LET’S KICK THAT PEA-SIZED é y a 
DINOSAUR BRAIN INTO HIGH GEAR, HUH? / 4a 


‘ 


\ 


WOULD IT HELP IF I ASKED TH’ 
QUESTION AGAIN SLOWER? 


UH, HEY, THERE, 
MISTER? 

MAYBE YOU 
BETTER 
LET ME 

HELP YOU/ 
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MAYBE LI BETTER! 
IT COULD BE DAYS ¢ 
BEFORE TH’ MESSAGE 
iia THIS GUY’S 
R: 


N/ 


PHONEY BONE 


HOW ’BOUT WE TAKE OH, YEAH? 
A FEW STEPS OFF TO AN’ WHO dawg 
STARBOARD. . . OUTTA ARE 
FIRIN’ RANGE ... AN’ 
I'LL ANSWER YER 
QUESTIONS FOR YA. 


SPARE ME TH’ DETAILS, 

FRIEND! I’M LOOKIN’ FOR 
A GUY NAMED FONE BONE. 
YOU SEEN HIM? 


I’M TED! 
I’M A BUG! 


\/ YOU HAVE?! 

GONE 7 \ <M SAVED! 
. WHERE |S TAKE ME TO 

: YOUR LEADER? 


I GUESS I 

: COULD TAKE 

I DEMAND YA TO SEE 
SATISFACTION! THORN’S 

GRAN’MA ... 


ALIVE WHO 
CAN RESIST 
MY CHARMS! 


ATTITUDE 
MUCH... 
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PHONEY BONE 


V7 
WELL, MOVE IT 
, BUG! 
THIS IS TAKING 
FOREVER ON 4 
THOSE LITTLE 
LEGS OF 
YOURS! 


HI, GRANN\A! 


HOW YOU BOIN’? 


SS 
WS -av va 


Mf 


OH, HE LOOKS LIKE SUCH A NO, LI DON’T 
NICE YOUNG MAN. WOULD WANNA RIDE 

HE LIKE TO RIDE ONE OF ONE OF YER 
MY RACING COWS? STUPID 
cOws!/ 


WELL, HELLO, GRAN’MA, 
TED, DEAR! THIS HERE FELLA 
BEEN ASKIN’ TA 
MEET YA! 


TED, DEAR, I THINK YOU’D YES, M’AM. 
BETTER LEAVE. I’M GONNA ( SEE YA 
TEAR THIS LITTLE FELLA APART ) AROUND, PAL.) 
FROM THE INSIDE OuT. 
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PHONEY BONE 


DO YOU LIKE WELL, DON’T GET 
APPLE OE. ag TOO EXCITED! 
FONE BONE? a HOBBY! 


THIS IS FOR GRAN’MA -- .-. AND WE WANT TO BE REAL NICE TO 5 
GRAN’MA BEFORE WE ASK ABOUT YOU 


SHE LOVES MY SPECIAL 
APPLE PIE... STAYING —_ 


PHONEY BONE 


‘ ; Z "MA! YOUR GRAN’MA?! 
Hey! WHATS GOIN ee none! IT, SOUNDS Ke 
“ae wi : Z 
To SHAKE! 


LOOK OUTSIDE! | AND HERE COMES 
THAT’S HER GRAN’MA/ C’MON, 
FASTEST COW GRAN’MA! 


THAT’S HER’ 4 
SHE MUST BE 
RACING ONE OF 
THE COWS’ 


SHE’S GONNA 
OuT RUN THAT 
COW?! SHE’LL 


m HAVE A HEART 


ATTACK! 


HEY! DO You SEE | OH. MY GOD I ITS 


THAT? THERE’S 


Soe ED | §& PHONEY BONE! 
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PHONEY BONE 


WHAT HAPPENED T'M HURRY, OH, MY 
TO PHONEY? GRAN’MA! /GOOPNESS’ HE’LL 
nen HE’S STUCK & RUIN TH’ DINNER’ 


IN THE 
FIREPLACE! 
I 
THINK HE’S 
IN THE 
FIREPLACE! 


/ WELL, BLESS MY 

Crane ons) | CONEEME, < ote cee 
TLL GET CREZY OLD LADY = 

TRIED T 


(e) 
KILL ME !! 


YOU OUT / 


WATCH OUT / DO YOU LIKE I po SORRY, DEAR. 
DON’T LET COWS? I KNOW 10 YOU CAN’T 
HER GET YOUR FRIEND KEEP HIM. 
A HOLD OF DOESN’T. 
YOU! 
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PHONEY BONE 


NO BUTS. I 
DON’T WANT ANY 
PETS RUNNING 
AROUND TH’ HOUSE. 


APPLE PIE 
I SMELL? 


WOLD ir! 


THORN THINKS 
GRAN’MA BEN CAN 
HELP US GET BACK 

TO BONEVILLE/ 
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KAN‘MA ! CAN YOU MILK “EM? 
THEY'RE NOT PETS! _] IF YOU CAN’T MILK 


YES! x BAKED ONE 

OF MY SPECIAL 

PIES JUST FOR 
yOu! 


WHAT A 
SWEET THING 
YOU ARE’ 


WHILE SHE’S 
DISTRACTED! 


OH, MY GOD: 
THEY'VE ALREADY 


PHONEY BONE 


GRAN’MA, THEY’RE BONES! 
THEY COME FROM A PLACE 
CALLED BONEVILLE’ AND 
THEY NEED OUR HELP, 
TO GET BACK! 


YEAH! THAT’S TH’ 
LAST TIME ZF SAW 
HIM, TOO... 


YOU HAVEN’T 
SEEN HIM SINCE WE 
SPLIT UP? 
BUT I KNOW HE’S IN 
TH’ VALLEY!’ I FOUND 
ONE OF HIS 
CIGAR BUTTS’ 


TH’ LAST TIME LI 
SAW THAT 
CHOWDER HEAD, 
HE WAS SAYIN’ 
HOW COOL IT 
WAS THAT WE 
WERE ABOUT TO 
BE PULVERIZED 
BY INSECTS’ 


SO, WHAT’VE YOU BEEN 
DOIN’ WITH MY COUSIN? 
YOU TWO GOT A 
LITTLE THING GOIN’, 
OR WHAT? 


PHONEY, THIS 
IS THORN’ 
THORN, 
PHONEY. 


SMILEY 7 
I THOUGHT HE 
WAS WITH 
you! 


AW, Quit YER 
WORRYIN’! 
WHY PON’T YA 
INTRODUCE 
ME TO YER 
GOOP LOOKIN’ 
FRIEND, HERE? 


FIGURES’ 

WHAT’? YA 

pO? BORE 
HER TO DEATH 
TALKIN’ ABOUT 
MOBY DICK? 


PHONEY BONE 


I’M GOING TO BED. FONE BONE, COULD 
YOU CAN KEEP ’EM IF YOU I TALK TO YOU 
WANT, BUT THEY HAVE TO FOR A MOMENT? 

SLEEP IN TH’ BARN. 


THIS ISN’T GOING QUITE HMM. GRAN’MA’S GOING BACK 
THE WAY WE PLANNED, IS IT? TO BARRELHAVEN IN A FEW 
TELL ME. ..IS HE ALWAYS DAYS FOR THE SPRING FESTIVAL. 
LIKE THIS? IF WE CAN JUST KEEP THOSE 
TWO CALM UNTIL THEN, WE 
CAN ALL GO INTO TOWN TOGETHER 
TO LOOK FOR YOUR OTHER 
COUSIN. 


DON’T GO BACK IN THE HOUSE AND OKAY, PHONEY / 
WORRY! KEEP AN EYE ON HIM. I HAVE 
WE HAVE TO GET A 
CAN“ WATER FOR GRANIMA TO. COUPLE OF THINGS 


HANDLE WASH UP WITH... STRAIGHT---: 


‘ 
is 


PHONEY/ 
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at 


THAT PIE WAS FOR 
GRAN’MA BEN! 
THORN WILL KILL US 
WHEN SHE FINDS 
OUT YOU TOOK IT? 


ui AKE YOU 


FONE BONE.’’ 
PHONEY BONE.’ 


YOU BETTER NOT 
BE EATING THAT 
PIE! 


PHONEY BONE 


WHAT’S TH’ MATTER? 
YOU AFRAID OF GETTIN’ 
CAUGHT? QUIT BEIN’ 
A CHICKEN, 


WELL, BOYS... 
I CAN SEE WE’RE 
OFF TO A GOOD 
START! 
WE HAVEN’T 
SEEN IT! 
HONEST! 


THAT’S TH’ 
SECOND TIME IN 
TWO DAYS THAT 
YOU’VE SPILLED 
TH’ MILK! 


KINGDOK 


( ZL CAN’T HELP IT. 
IV’VSA 
DISGUSTING 
WAY TO 
GET MILK? 


IT’S HOW YOU 
GET MILK’ IT’S DISGUSTING 
THERE’S THAT E HAVE 
NOTHING TO DO IT! 
DISGUSTING 
ABOUT IT! 


KINGDOK 


COME ON! A LITTLE?! THAT 
A LITTLE, HONEST CRAZY OL’ LADY IS 
WORK ISN’T GOING & RUNNIN’ OUR BUTTS 
TO KILL YOu’ OFF! MILK TH’ COWS! 
FEED TH’ COWS’ 
TAKE CARE OF TH’ 
CHICKENS! 


I SHOULD’VE KNOWN YOU 
WOULDN’T UNDERSTAND, 

YOU NEVER HAD ANY REAL 
MONEY! YOU DON’T KNOW 


WE’RE GONNA 
END UP IN TH’ 

WOODS IF YOU 
DON’T CLEAN 


THIS UP AN’ GET \WHAT IT’S LIKE TO LOSE 
ANOTHER BUCKET } EVERYTHING’ YOU DON’T 
KNOW WHAT IT’S LIKE TO 


OF MILK? 
BE BROKE! 


THEY ZE GETTING 
WRINKLE? / 
I'M TELLIN’ YA, 
® FONE BONE, 
CANT TAKE MUCH 
MORE OF THIS /! 


GRAN’MA BEN IS 

FEEDING US AND 

LETTIN’ US STAY IN 

HER BARN/ TH’ 

LEAST WE CAN DO 
IS HELP OUT! 


I’M HERE, 
AREN’T £7? 

BESIDES, YOU’RE 
NOT BROKE! 


A WAD OF BILLS 


TH’ BARN STINKS, 
AND IT’S DRAFTY/ 
WASN’T FOR TH’ 
FOOD, I’D RATHER 
TAKE MY CHANCES 
BACK OUT IN TH’ 
woOops’ 


ONLY A COUPLE OF 
THOUSAND. .. STILL, 
THEY DO GIVE ME 
SOME COMFORT, 
LOOK! AREN’T THEY 
BEAUTIFUL? 


IT’S NOT FOR MUCH LONGER! 

AS SOON AS WE FIND SMILEY BONE 
WE’RE GONNA GET OUTTA HERE, 
UNTIL THEN, JUST TRY NOT TO 


GET US KICKED OFF 


TH’ FARM, OKAY? 
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ALL RIGHT, 
ALL RIGHT. 
COOL YER JETS’ 
I’LL TRY NOT TO 
CAUSE ANY 
TROUBLE. 


KINGDOK 


GOOD! I’NE GOTTA GO 
FIND THORN ... ZI PROMISED 
L’D HELP HER CHURN 


BUTTER TODAY! (@™™m™ey _YEAH, YEAH. 
u Ol { stick SOME 


HAY IN MY 
TEETH AN’ 


CHEER UP, 

PHONEY/ 
BREAKFAST 
WILL BE READY 


GOOD MORNIN’, GRAN’MA! 
yOu ALL SET FOR OUR BIG 
TRIP TO BARRELHAVEN 
TOMORROW? 


- > 
I’M STILL PACKIN’- - HMMF. HOW ARE 
I SEEM TO BE MISSING A PAIR OF THINGS GOIN’ IN TH’ 
BLOOMERS, THOUGH... YOU BARN THIS MORNIN’? 
AN’ YOUR COUSIN WOULON’T ANY MORE TROUBLE? 
KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THAT, 
WOULD YOU? 


KINGDOK 


THAT’S GOOD. WE’VE YES, MA’M! 
GOT A TIGHT THORN ANP I ARE 
SCHEDULE ----3!4 GOING TO CHURN 
y BUTTER, AND Lhe 
THESE LITTLE BREAD , 
THINGS WITH STUFF <i Ree ae 
IN “EM TO TAKE ON — 


; : BREAD 
TH’ JOURNEY eae 


IT’S NOT TH’ BREAD, BONE! TH’ GITCHY! IT’S A TERRIBLE FEELIN’ 

IT’S TH’ GITCHY FEELIN’/ THAT MAKES YOUR HEAD SWIM, AN’ 

--|IT JUST COME AT ME YOUR LEGS WOBBLE! IT’S A POWERFUL 
OMEN OF BAD THINGS TO COME! 


IT’S GONE NOW. BUT TH’ 
.. THERE ...IT’S STARTIN’ TO GITCHY FEELIN’ IS NEVER WRONG! 
PASS. MAYBE WHATEVER’S GOIN’ YOU KEEP AN EYE ON THAT 
TO HAPPEN WON’T BE SO BAD... COUSIN OF YOURS, YOU HEAR 


ARE YOU 
OKAY? 
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KINGDOK 


YEH, L TOOK ’EM 
OFF TH’ CLOTHES- 
LINE AND NAILED 

“EM UP ON TH’ 
SIDE OF TH’ BARN. 


.  PHONEY! DID yOu 
DO SOMETHING WITH 
GRAN’MA BEN’S BLOOMERS? 


You YIV I KINDA MADE A YOU CAN’T TALIK THAT 
1? y, / LITTLE HOLE IN TH’ YOU’RE WAY TO ME! I’M 
WALL, AND THOSE REALLY PUSHIN’ YOUR COUSIN? I’M 
WERE THE BIGGEST IT, THIS TIME, TH’ RICHEST BONE IN 
THINGS I COULD FIND PHONEY,’ BONEVILLE/ 
TO COVER IT UP! 


YOU WERE TH’ DO YOU HAVE TO KEEP MAYBE YOU/LL THINK WHAT IS 
RICHEST BONE IN BRINGING THAT UP?/ TWICE NEXT TIME WRONG WITH 
BONEVILLE/ AN’ IT @SO I GOT US RUN OUT OF BEFORE YOU BUILD AN ee Ga 6 


WAS YOUR BONEVILLE, AND A ORPHANAGE Pe nice 


MONEY GRUBBIN’ LYNCH MOB CHASED US SERVICES 
- 
SCHEMES THAT FOR TWO WEEKS! y AZ ARDOUS ROLLED INTO 


GOT US INTO THIS JEEZ! ONE LITTLE 7 
MESS, REMEMBER? / MISTAKE, AND I GOTTA ee me a a 


HEAR ABOUT IT TH’ REST 
OF MY LIFE?? ULTIMATE 
Y LIFE LANDFILL WW 


YOU NEVER 
LEARN, 
DO YOU? 


CAN’T YOU MAKE IT 
THROUGH ONE MORE 
DAY WITHOUT GETTING 
US IN TROUBLE? 
WE’RE GOIN’ INTO 
TOWN WITH GRAN’MA 
TOMORROW! 


WELL, Z FIGURE - IF 
SMILEY’S SOMEWHERE 


IN TH’ VALLEY, HE’S BOUND \ YOU MEAN 


YOU KNOW HOW 
MUCH HE LIKES TO BET 
ON RACES! y— 


I SHOULDA STUCK 
WITH MY FIRST 
IDEA! 


KINGDOK 


WHAT? COMBINING A 
SLAUGHTER poMee 


WITH A 


BRILLIANT 


TOMORROW |S TH’ 
FIRST DAY OF TH’ 
SPRING FAIR’ 
THIS’LL BE OUR 
BEST SHOT 
AT FINDING 
SMILEY BONE! 


WHAT ARE 
WE WAITIN’ 


POPSICLE 
STAND 
NOW! 


I KNOW’ IT’S CRAZY, 
BUT THORN SAYS IT’S 
A BIG DEAL HERE! 
SOME FOLKS BET 
EVERYTHING 
THEY’VE GOT! 


ACTUALLY 
BET MONEY 


“BEAT A COW 
INA 
FOOTRACE? 


PETTING ZOO?) 
OH, YEA! THAT WAS 


GRAN’MA SAID THAT 
LAST WEEK PEOPLE 
WERE ALREADY COMIN’ IN 
FROM ALL OVER TH’ 
NALLEY- - - SETTIN’ UP 
BOOTHS AN’ GETTIN’ 


, 
FONE BONE! 
L’LL BE GOOD! 
I POSITIVELY 
GUARANTEE YOU 
WON’T HEAR 
ANOTHER PEEP 
OUTTA ME 
ALL DAY! 


YEAH, NOW GET 
OFF MY BACK’ 
GO CHURN SOME 
BUTTER WITH 
THORN’ 

L’VE GOT STUFF 
TO DO! 


AND I WON’T 
HEAR A PEEP 
OUTTA YOU 
TH’ REST OF 
TH’ DAY, 
RIGHT? 


KEALLY 27/ 
OKAY, PHONEY/ 
SEE YA 

TONIGHT! , 


KINGDOK 


WHAT? 


WHAT ARE 
YOU UP 
TO? 


NOTHING, I SAID I 


> WON’T MESS UP YOUR PLAN 


TO GO INTO TOWN TO LOOK 
FOR SMILEY, AN’ 
rT  < MEANT IT! 


L THINK £ 
HEAR THORN 


HAVE A PIECE CALLIN’ YA. 


OF PAPER? 


KINGDOK 


FONE BONE WON’T MIND 
; IF I BORROW A FEW OF HIS 
YEP, YOU WON’T HEAR THINGS ... I MIGHT NEED “EM 


A PEEP OUTTA ME, 
"CAUSE Z AIN’T GONNA NONE i eee Ae 


BE HERE,’ 


SOUNDS LIKE A LOTTA MONEY’S GONNA l 
CHANGE HANPS TOMORROW, AN’ I DON’T NO, SIRREE! i- 

SEE WHY GRAN’MA BEN SHOULD HOG THERE’S BOOKMAKIN’ TO BE 
my CIT ALLY DONE, 2’M TH’ MAN TO BO IT! 


KINGDOK 


OH, FONE BONE, YOU’RE GOING 
TO LOVE THE FESTIVAL 
WE’LL SEE JUGGLERS, AND 
TUMBLERS, AND SINGERS! AND 
MY FAVORITE PART- - THE BOOTHS! 


DOWN TO 
THE SPRINGS! 


HEY, THORN.’ 
WHERE WE GOIN’? 


Y THERE ARE ROWS AND ROWS OF A\\ I USUALLY ONLY GET T 
BOOTHS, AND YOU CAN BUY THE MOST LOOK- - BUT THIS YEAR 
AMAZING THINGS! THEY HAVE HONEY, I’M GOING TO GET A 
AND PEACOCK FEATHERS, BOTTLE OF DYE FROM 
ANP SILK ROBES! THE SOUTH, ANP I’M 
e GOING TO MAKE A 
BEAUTIFUL BLUE PRESS! 


HOW COME WE DIPN’T 
BRING ANY BUCKETS TO 
CARRY TH’ WATER 


Se 


YOU WANT 
TO GET 
CLEANED UP 
FOR THE 
FESTIVAL, 
DON’T YOU? 


GETTING 
WATER. 


WE’RE 
ane TAKING 


S 
\ 


yj 
Wyss 4 
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KINGDOK 


WOULD YOU BRING 


ME THE SOAP? *“® 
I LEFT IT IN THE POCKET 


OF MY PRESS.... 


oo 


a 


ae 


y 


COULD YOU BE A 
LITTLE MORE 
CAREFUL WITH 
THE SOAP? 


w 
z 
fe) 
Rit 
w 
z 
(0) 
. 
< 
= 


DON’T BE SO 
NERVOUS, 
YOU NEVER 

WEAR 
CLOTHES 
ANYWAY / 


I’/VE 
NEVER 
DONE 
THIS 
BEFORE... 


THE SOAP, 
SILLY! YOU 
JUST ATE THE 
WHOLE BAR/ 
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WHY DOESN’T SOMEBODY 
BUILD SOME ROADS 
IN THIS 
PLACE?/ 


o 


ma rae 


‘ 


KINGDOK 


RRERR . THERE WAS A 
PATH HERE A SECOND 
AGO WHAT HAPPENED? 

TO IT? 


I COULD BUILD A 


TOLL ROAD 
ioe ioaue YEAH! x CAN ALMOST 


HEAR THOSE LITTLE COINS 
CALLING OUT TO ME NOW- - 


OVER HERE! 
IN TH’ TREE’ 


YOU WERE 
FONE BONE’ 


KINGDOK 


, HIS COUSIN? 


LEARNIN’ 


HOW TO 
HANG BY OUR 
TAILS! 


Y 
THANKS, KID/ 
WHEN I COME 
BACK, ILL < 
BRING YOU 
A CARROT! 


INTO THOSE KIDS’ 
y AS SOON AS I’M BACK 
ON TH’ RIGHT PATH, L 
SHOULD GET TO 


BARRELHAVEN IN‘ 
NO TIME. 
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KINGDOK 


TH’ FIRST THING I GOTTA 


DO IS HIT TH’ LOCAL TAVERN NICE of / / 
AN’ FIND OUT WHO’S IN TOWN SN! GooH/ MAN: 
me Ber OH LY eee. SOMETHING AROUND? 


HERE SURE STINKS! 


Jeez! 


IT’S GETTIN’ 
WORSE! 


“ 


KINGDOK 


{/ HAT ARE YOU & 
DOING HERE? y} W-WOULD you 
MAY I KISS LIKE SOME OF 
YOUR FEET? THE SMALL DEAD 
L WISH I HAD i : FOUND 
» UN USH? 
a Sy alas I WAS SAVING 
OFFER YOU-- HALF FOR dl 
LATER, BUT § 
YOU/RE MORE 
THAN WELCOME-- 


geet we eins 
sey 


NN 


\ 
\ 


QUIET! Brena 


I’VE HAD SCOUTS OUT FLATTERING! 
LOOKING FOR YOU TWO/ /3’M FLATTERED! 


—~ > ARE YOU 


TO A HIGH COUNCIL-- 
)\) FLATTERED? ; 


TONIGHT! 
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KINGDOK 


CHEST-- HAS BEEN SEEN 
m IN THE VALLEY’ 


: MG is 3 Me kad ~ 
a ER 


LS x 
Ss *@2 = o&*- 


—_— Oe 


a ee: 
De) xe —e 


- y, j | 
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KINGDOK 


EVERYTHING’S pip YoU) «0 SCONCO. AN’ My BOOTS AN’ 
READY FOR FIND TH’ } WE LOOKED FOR HIM, BUT 
TOMORROW. LT LITTLE i yy TOO! I THINK HE THERE’S NO SIGN OF HIM 
JUST WISH I SQUIRT? 7 “A WENT INTO TOWN ON THE ROAD. WE WENT 
COULD SHAKE : _ WITHOUT US/ ALL THE WAY TO OLD MAN’S 
THIS GITCHY Be 2, 2 CANE BEFORE IT GOT 
FEELIN’ I 4 / TOO DARK. I’M SURE 
GOT! Ye : Wm (WELL FIND HIM AT THE 
/ FAIR TOMORROW. 


HMM. I PON’T LIKE IT. AN’ THERE’S RUN BACK TO TH’ BARN, AN’ GET YOUR 
A BAD MOON OUT TONIGHT, TOO. BLANKET. I THINK YOU BETTER COME IN 
TH’ HOUSE WITH US TONIGHT. 


KINGDOK 


BuT ON SEVERAL 
WE -- WE HAVE NOT OCCASIONS WE HAVE 
SEEN THE ONE WHO SEEN ONE WHO 1S 
BEARS THE STAR-- MUCH LIKE HIM IN 
DESCRIPTION.... 
HE \S CALLED 
FONE BONE.... 


KINGDOK 


saee DL HAVE RECEIVED NORD THAT THE ONE 
WE SEEK HAS BEEN SEEN IN YOUR TERRITORY...- 
+e HOW 1S IT THAT YOU HAVE NOT BROUGHT HIM TO ME ? 


WE FIRST SAW 
HIM ON THE WESTERN 
RIDGE -- ON THE 
DRAGONS’ STAIR-- 
WE HAVE SEEN THIS 
NEW CREATURE 
TWICE MORE IN 

THE VALLEY 

NEAR THE 
WATERFALL.--- 


WE TRIED To CAPTURE 
HIM, MASTER.... BUT HE IS 


oe HE BEARS CHARMED ! 


NO STAR... HE 1S UNDER THE PROTECTION 


OF THE GREAT RED 
DRAGON ! 


DID YOU THINK 
THIS WAS 
INSIGNIFICANT ? 
WHY DID You NOT 
CAPTURE THE 
CREATURE AND 
BRING (Tt TO 
THE 
COUNCIL 7 


KINGDOK 


WE TRIED TO THE CREATURE IS ON 
SPy.... BUT THE A SMALL FARM NEAR THE 
DRAGON TREDS HOT SPRINGS... HE STAYS 
A WIDE CIRCLE WITH THE OLD COW WOMAN 
AROUND HIM... «+e MOTHER BEN.-.«-- 


sees THESE ARE GRAVE 
TIDINGS....1T WOULD NOT 
BE WELL FOR THE DRAGON 
TO LEARN OF OUR PLANGS..--- 


KINGDOK, 
.. IF WE MUST RISK A WITH THE FIRST. «+. 
CONFRONTATION... ++ WAR PARTIES... TAKE A SCOUR THE COUNTRYSIDE... 
WE MUST DO IT NOW... THOUSAND WARRIORS SEARCH THE ROAD AND THE 
WHILE THE DRAGON'S Se LANDS BEYOND THE 
SUSPICIONS SLEEP... 7 SS WATERFALL...» FIND 
=e = i } THE ONE WHO BEARS 
: THE STAR... 


SEND THE SECOND PARTY 


eee IE THE DRAGON IS STILL 
TO THE FARM HOUSE ...-- 


WATCHING.... THIS ACTIVITY 
WILL DRAW HIM OFF... LEAVING ' 
«+. DESTROY IT. 
Pe cee i acl yy «. KILL THE NEW CREATURE... 
UNGUARDED..... | 


LET US HOPE THAT THE DEATH 
OF THIS FONE BONE WILL CAUSE 
THE DRAGON TO LEAVE 

THE VALLEY AND RETURN 


TO DEREN GARD...- 
20» GO NOW. + 


WE ATTACK TONIGHT 
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KINGDOK 


Y THEY’VE 
GONE TO JOIN 
THEM ON 
THE WALLS,’ 


Wo 7 
\n " 
or 


Y= 


THEY’VE 
ENTERED THE 
COURTYARD 


KINGDOK 


FILL 
EVERY 
VESSEL 
WITH 
WATER.’ 


ONLY WHAT 
YOU CAN 


KINGDOK 


FONE BONE,’ I HAD THE DREAM 
AGAIN, THE RAT CREATURES 
WERE ATTACKING! IT’ 


NO 
DREAM! 
ITS 
HAPPENING! 


THE RAT CREATURES HAVE 
SURROUNDED TH’ FARM !! 
HURRY ! GRANMA'S 

WAITING FOR US 
POWNSTAIRS / 
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BARRELHAVEN 


GRAN’MA7/ 


WHAT’S GOING 


THEY’VE SURROUNDED 
THE HOUSE ... HURRY 
DOWN HERE’ 


DO YOU THINK IF IT WAS DARK IN HERE, AN’ THE 
IT’S SAFE TO HAVE RAT CREATURES THOUGHT WE WERE 
ALL THESE LIGHTS ASLEEP- - WE’D BE 

Bi BACK? 


N’? DEAD 
RIGHT NOW. 


DOUSE “EM! 


BARRELHAVEN 


THORN, DEAR ... BRING 

ME A POKER FROM THE 

FIREPLACE - - AND YOU 
BETTER PUT SOME 


DON’T KNOW ... N 
HERE, BONE. HOLD 
THIS! 


HOW MANY OH, MAN! 
ARE THERE? 
I CAN HEAR 


“EM MOVIN’ 


I HAVE AN 
IDEA THAT 


DO YOU HAVE 
A PLAN, GRAN’MA? 


MIGHT WORK. 


- - WHEN I SAY RUN... 
--- YOU RUN! 
GOT THAT? 


SHOES ON... 


OKAY, CHILDREN.’ LISTEN 
CLOSELY! THIS IS WHAT WE’RE 
GOING TO DO... 


READY? 


HERE WE GO/ 


THAT’S YOUR 
PLAN? 
RUN 
WHERE? 


BARRELHAVEN 


DON'T woRRY | | L FOUGHT TH’ 


ABOUT ME--| | RATS BACK 
\oa4p pa IN TH’ 
| | BIG wR! 


BARRELHAVEN 


A 


Zo O- 


lave 
J — 
x F =_ | 
« 
a \ 


vin 
Ww <= 


Gg 
Y fi 1 j 
J 


BARRELHAVEN 


RAT 
WAPPENED 7 


Shh! we HAVE } \\/ THERE’S TOO 
TO GO BACK! MANY! 
GRANMA <—& 


SHE 


< 
SS 
SS 


—s 


é y SS cy Keg Sa : 
~ Was “Vy SO 


NWS 


= — 


aay | 


BRING ME A BEER / 


T BARTENDER! 


/ sl 
yA AG WHERE'S MY ----- ss 
SEEN A GUY ORDER 
A BEER BEFORE! 


BARRELHAVEN 


YA MEAN If 
IT, PHONEY? DARN RIGHT /: 
FONE BONE WOULDN’T / 
LET ME LEAVE THIS 7 
STUPID VALLEY ¥ 
UNLESS I FOUND 
YOU FIRST! < 


THIS CALLS FOR HERE’S TO 
A TOAST! GOIN’ 
LET ME BUY —< 
yOU A 


SURE! WHY NOT? 
WHADDYA SAY I GOT A FEELIN’ MY LUCK’S 
WE HAVE ANOTHER ABOUT TO CHANGE! <{ TOWN FOR TH’ 
ROUND ON yOu, - - GUESS WHERE \s COW RACE! 
OV’ FRIEND’? FONE BONE |S RIGHT NOW ME TOO! 
e HE’S WITH GRAN’MA BEN! THERE’S GONNA 


YOU KNOW - - TH’ OLD, BE SOME 
LADY THAT RACES HEAVY BETTIN’ 
cows! GOIN’ ON! 


Is 
ANYBODY 
DOIN’ TH’ 
BOOKMAKIN’? 


EXCELLENT / 
I GOT AN IDEA 
THAT’LL MAKE US 
A LOTTA 
MONEY! 


THAT WASN’T A 
SILLY IDEA 


BARRELHAVEN 


NOT YET... BUT 
FROM WHAT 2L’VE 
PICKED UP- - 
YOUR FRIEND 
GRAN’MA IS 
TH’ OPPS ON 

~ FAVORITE, 


GREAT! PERFECT 
HOW MUCH TIME 
DO WE HAVE? 


REMEMBER TH’ FIRST 

TIME YOU GOT US RUN 
OUT OF TOWN? YOU 

OPENED UP A CHAIN OF 

FRANCHISES - - BONE 

ENVIRONMENTAL: NUCLEAR 

REACTOR AND ENDLESS 

, SALAD 

BARS’ 


UH, OH! I HOPE THIS 
ISN’T GONNA BE ONE OF 
THOSE SILLY IDEAS 
YOU USEP TO PULL 
BACK IN 
BONEVILLE/ 


OH, YEAH, YOU’RE 
A BRILLIANT 
JUDGE! 


oe 


HAVE ANOTHER 
BEER, PARTNER! 


NOW- - WHERE 
ARE WE GONNA 
FIND A 
cOw SUIT? 


BARRELHAVEN 


KEEP IT DOWN, OH. NO/ NoT ANOTHER ONE !/ 


YOU CORN HEAD! I DON’T 
WANT ANYBODY TO KNOW ba hcl bees Soe FOR 


WE’RE TOGETHER! 


THAT’S FIVE MUGS OF JUST LIKE THIS OTHER IDIOT 
MY BEST ALE’ YOU OWE WAS GOOD FOR IT?’ 


ME TWO EGGS, AN’ 


LI’VE HAD IT UP TO HERE WITH IT’S MY CUP UNTIL YOU 
YOU DRIFTERS COMIN’ INTO PAY ME THE TWO EGGS 
TOWN FOR TH’ FESTIVAL -< QuIT YOU OWE ME’? 
TRYIN’ TO GET BEER BREATHIN’ x 

ON CREDIT, IN MY 


BARRELHAVEN 


TWO EGGS, PAL! 
WHAT? DID TH’ 
PRICE GO UP? 


NOBODY mutates A MINT NOTE 
AROUND ME AN’ LIVES TO TELL 
ABOUT "? SAY YER 


E 
RAYERS. 
CHUCKLES ! 


CHUCKLES WANTS 
REAL EGGS! 


OKAY, SHORTY/ 

GET IN TH’ KITCHEN, 

YOU CAN WORK OFF 
YER BAR TAB... 


HERE, CUZ’ 
THEY ’VE 
NEVER EVEN 
SEEN IT 
BEFORE! 


SMILEY - - WHY DID yOU 
KEEP GIVING ME BEER? 
YOU KNOW I DON’T CARRY 


DAIRY 
PROVUCTS J! 


SERVICES. 
IVS A 
BARTER 
SYSTEM! 


u 
LOOKS LIKE 
I MISSED 
SOME OF 
THOSE DIRTY 
GLASSES’ 


YOU CAN'T 
@ WANT THE ‘ HAVE HIM! = 


BARRELHAVEN 


«+ DEFIANCE WILL NOT 
BE TOLERATED 


DRAGON / 
HE'S HERE / 


MINUTE / 


PO YOu 
SMELL THAT?/ 


FONE BONE / I KNOW YOU DON’T 
WHAT ARE a ast Soe 
YOU DOING 7: 


WATCH THIS! 


OKAY, FELLAS! PARTY’S OVER! 
BREAK IT UP! LET’S GO! 
TH’ DRAGON’LL BE HERE ANY 
MINUTE NOW, AN’ YOU DON’T 
WANNA BE HERE WHEN 
HE SHOWS UP! 


ARE YOU 


BARRELHAVEN 


JUST THE SIGHT OF TH’ 
DRAGON SENDS THESE GUYS 
INTO A PANIC? THEY RUN 
LIKE THEIR FUR’S ON FIRE’ 


Snuff / SMF l / 
THAT’S WEIRD! 
I DON’T SMELL 
IT ANYMORE, 
EITHER! 


BARRELHAVEN 


WHY, LOOK, TED. IT’S A 
MEETING OF THE NEW 
COMMUNITY LEADERS. 


zy 


"4 I JES LOVES 


ld 


Y/ 
SS 


Gx 
FUNNY YOU SHOULD MENTION 
/ STAY BACK THAT- - HOW MANY WARRIORS BO 
* WORN! YOU HAVE BETWEEN HERE AND THE 
. WATERFALL? A THOUSAND? 
TWO THOUSAND? 


OUR NUMBERS 
ETO 


HIYA, BONES! 
HEY, THORNY ! 
CMON OVER 
HERE ! 


I BELIEVE THIS YOU WOULP NOT § you RUN AND TELL 

VIOLATES OUR BE SO BOLD IF KING@OOK THAT I’M 

AGREEMENT. .. KINGPOK WATCHIN’ HIM! 
WERE HERE! 


114 


BARRELHAVEN 


WE ARE NOT COMRADES! KILL 
wy © , 
Y Pa j . 

N 


ue 
ve \ 


WY) 7 - 
Vif f Lipp PM YUNNAN 

YA ia V4 nit "4 
Z y/ WN 


BARRELHAVEN 


V MEAID it! YES! AA ~ Pec Ode DEM 


30K rin OP! 


| iN 
il 


| 
ii 


PHONEY’S INFERNO 


L CAN’T 
BELIEVE 
It? 


THEY 
DESTROYED 
YOUR 


GRAN’MA’S 
HOUSE! 


- ,.. LT KNOW IT LOOKS BAD, 
BUT WE NEED TO BE CAREFUL! WE’RE 
NOT GONNA HELP YOUR GRANPMOTHER 
BY RUSHIN’ OUT IN TH’ OPEN’ 


WE NEED TO MAKE SURE 
THERE’RE NO RAT CREATURES 
HANGIN’ AROUND... 


> Swe - » otge & 
SAO me 

“Ss 
\ x SS, aa 3 


PHONEY’S INFERNO 


222 THEY MIGHT 
BE WATCHING! 


GRAN'MA BEN / 
WHERE ARE YOU 7 


PHONEY’S INFERNO 


ARE YOU 
ALL 


RIGHT? 


- WHEN YOU AN’ BONE LEFT TH’ 
HOUSE, ALL TH’ FIGHT WENT OUT 
M! I WAS MUCH MORE 
WORRIED ABOUT — 4 


THORN? 
iS THAT 
YOU, PEAR? 


OH, GOOD! 
YOU/RE SAFE! 


OF COURSE I AM, DEAR’ 

Z FOUGHT TH’ RATS BACK 

IN TH’ BIG WAR! BESIDES, 
I WASN’T REALLY IN DANGER... 


WE ALMOST GOT CAUGHT, 
BUT THE DRAGON SAVED US! 


(ie 
(< 


PHONEY’S INFERNO 


Sites 


Cc (=~ 


PHONEY’S INFERNO 


GRAN’MA! WHAT ARE YOU / NOT NOW, THORN. MR.BONE FROM 
DOING 7/ THE DRAGON JUST BONEVILLE AN‘ L ae TO HAVE A LITTLE 
SAVED OUR Lives! HAT! 


PHONEY’S INFERNO 


AND you \(tHe FAIR 7/ you're BONE AND £ SHE’S NOT EVEN 
HAVE A LOT OF NOT STILL WORRIED WILL HITCH UP LISTENING TO US! J 
THINGS 10 po BEFORE } ABOUT YOUR COW TH’ CART. yOu CAN YOU BELIEVE 
WE LEAVE FOR TH’ rd, BE A SWEETHEART SHE WANTS TO GO 
SPRING FAIR / AND PUT OUT TH’ TO TH’ FAIR?! 
FIRE ON TH’ ROOF! }= 


AN' SMILEY ? NY ARE YOU 
WE HAVE To : KIDPING? 
» I STILL CAN’T 
GET OVER TH’ 
FACT THAT SHE 
HAS A FIRST 
NAME! 


DEAR... I’M NOT YOU'RE RIGHT! 
A COMPLETE I’LL TAKE LAST NIGHT, SO TH’ LUGGAGE 
NINCOMPOOP’ CARE OF iS ALREADY OUT IN TH’ BARN. 
WE’LL BE SAFER THE ROOF! COME JOIN US WHEN YOU 
IN TOWN! AND, WITH ANY GET DONE. . 
LUCK, WE'LL BE ABLE To 
FIND HIS COUSINS / PLEASE, 
THORN! 
WE HAVE TO 
GO! WE 
DON’T KNOW 
IF THEY’RE 
SAFE! 


TLL ASK TH’ QUESTIONS! 
GRAN’MA? WHAT <I WANNA KNOW 


WAS THAT WITH YOU WHY THOSE 
AN’ TH’ PRAGON? DO YOU. MONSTERS 
GUYS KNOW EACH WERE AFTER 
OTHER? you... AN’ 


ZL WANT TH’ , 
TRUTH! uoert 
NEVER 
DONE 
ANY THING 


WHAT ABOUT THAT SHIFTY 
COUSIN OF YOURS? iat 
THINK PHONEY BONE 
MIGHT’VE HAD SOME 
DEALIN’S WITH EM? 


WE DON’T 
HAVE 
RAT 
CREATURES 


BACK WHERE 
WE COME 
FROM! 


123 


PHONEY’S INFERNO 


WELL, ACTUALLY, £ WASN’T 
RUN OUTTA BONEVILLE - - 
IN FACT, WE PHONEY WAS! 
NEVER EVEN HEARD SMILEY AN’ I JUST HELPED 
OF RAT CREATURES HIM GET AWAY? 
BEFORE WE GOT RUN 
OUT OF BONNEVILLE’ 


= 
SO TH’ THAT GREEDY, 
GONNA RUN FOR RAN HIM OUTTA 4 : LITTLE, LOUpMOUTH? 
MAYOR? TOWN FOR THAT, NOT IN MY TOWN 
HIS CAMPAIGN SLOGAN HUH? WELL, GOOD| | ANYBODY HE COULDN'T! 
WAS: ‘AN’ Z’VE GOT FOR THEM! CAN RUN 
TH’ MONEY TO DO IT, FOR 
TOO!” MAYOR. 
EVEN 
PHONEY? 


A 


WELL, HE CAN IN BONEVILLE. ANYWAY, THERE’S A BEAUTIFUL PARK THERE 
HE WANTEP TO MAKE THE OFFICIAL WITH GREEN, SLOPING LAWNS THAT 
ANNOUNCEMENT A BIG SOCIAL EVENT, STRETCH TO THE EDGE OF TH’ WATER. 
SO HE DECIDED TO THROW A PICNIC IT’S JUST FAR ENOUGH AWAY FROM 
DOWN ON TH’ BANKS OF TH’ TH’ HUSTLE AN’ BUSTLE OF 
ROLLING BONE RIVER... DOWNTOWN BONEVILLE 
, THAT THERE WOULDN’T 
BE ANY 
DISTRACTIONS! 


PHONEY’S INFERNO 


PHONEY INVITED EVERYBODY IN 
TOWN - ~- AN’ HE PROMISED 3 
FREE FOOD FOR ANYONE WHO 
SHOWED UP! PRETTY SOON, 
TH’ PICNIC WAS TH’ TALK 
OF BONEVILLE! ~ 


THEN TH’ BIG DAY ARRIVED, AN’ TH’ WHOLE 
TOWN TURNED OUT! TH’ KIDS WERE 
PLAYIN’ UNDER TH’ TREES, 

AN’ THE WOMEN WORE 

SUN-BONNETS AN’ FANCY 

DRESSES! THE PICNIC 


WAS OFF TO A 
PERFECT START! 


THERE’S A STATUE IN TH’ PARK 

OF BONEVILLE’S FOUNDER - - 
“BIG” JOHNSON BONE - - 

AN’ SINCE MY COUSINS AN’ I 

ARE DESCENDANTS OF HIS, PHONEY 

WANTED TO MAKE HIS 
ANNOUNCEMENT IN FRONT OF 
TH’ STATUE. 


EVERYTHING WAS GOIN’ GREAT! 
FOLKS WERE LISTENIN’ TO TH’ 
FIRE-HOUSE BAND AN’ ENJOYIN’ 
TH’ SUNSHINE’ TH’ FOOD WAS 
PASSED OUT AN’ THERE WERE 
PLENTY OF PRUNE TARTS 

FOR EVERYONE! 


.»2 AND JUST TO ADP TO TH’ 
FESTIVITIES, PHONEY HAD A SOS, 
BALLOON MADE OF HIMSELF! 
TH’ BALLOON WAS TIE? TO 

OL’ BIG” JOHNSON! 


FASTEN THAT 
END THERE, 


YEAH. YOU KNOW PHONEY. 
HE GOT A GOOD DEAL ON 
SOME PRUNES FROM A 

PISCOUNT PRUNE BROKER! 


PHONEY’S INFERNO 


SO ANYWAY, HE MAKES \/ THAT’S WHEN A GUST OF WIND CAME OFF 
THE ANNOUNCEMENT, RIGHT? TH’ RIVER AND PULLED TH’ BALLOON LOOSE!’ 
HE GETS UP AND THE STATUE CAME OFF ITS BASE AN’ WAS 

DECLARES HIS CANDIDACY DANGLIN’ OFF TH’ BALLOON’S ANKLE? 
FOR MAYOR OF ALL OF A SUDDEN, THIS GIANT, INFLATABLE 
BONEVILLE? PHONEY BONE STARTED MOVING TOWARD 


THE CROWD! 


YEAH, IT WAS AMAZING! MY FIRST-GRADE 
TEACHER, MISS CRAB-BONE, WAS THE _~ ..eIT WAS AWFUL? 

FIRST TO PANIC’ SHE STARTED EVERYONE WAS STUNNED? 
SCREAMING AND RUNNING BACK AN’ FORTH! AT FIRST NOBODY MOVED! 
THE BALLOON CHASED HER INTO TH’ RIVER “ THEY JUST SAT THERE 

BEFORE SMILEY AND I COULD LET \ WITH THIS LOOK OF 
THE AIR OUT OF IT! X >) HORROR ON THEIR FACES! 


AN’ THAT’S 
WHEN THEY 


THAT’S WHEN 
TH’ BAD 
PRUNES 

KICKED IN... 
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PHONEY’S INFERNO 
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| A <7 


LUCIUS SAYS YA GOTTA WASH 
THESE, PRONTO! WE GOT ALOT 
OF THIRSTY CUSTOMERS 

OUT FRONT! 
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PHONEY’S INFERNO 


~..Z JUST WANT YOU TO KNOW... I’M TH’ BARTENDER! THIS IS TOO 
I’/VE BEEN WORKING ON THE PLAN! THEY GOTTA BELIEVE / 

I BEEN SPREADIN’ RUMORS f ASY 
ALL DAY THAT GRAN’MA BEN |S ° 
TOO OLD TO WIN TH’ RACE : zy VER ALL 

THIS YEAR! We BETS, AND 
THEN WHEN 
GRAN’MA WINS, 


OF COURSE, WHEN L/VE GOT THAT / 
GRAN’MA GETS INTO COVERED WITH WAIT: IS THAT Recs Lee ne 
TOWN, EVERYBODY'S PHASE TWO: TH’ PART WHERE ; 


GONNA SEE SHE’S LI GET TO WEAR GONNA THROW 
jeeps wCOW SUIT 7/ jf Renee: 


A GOW THAT WE’LL / WE WANT 
BUILD UP IN EVERYBODY’S OH , SOY. oe) PN 


IMAGINATION THAT 
CAN’T BE BEAT! 


WELL, NATURALLY, I’M LOOKING IT DOES SOUR IF ALL THESE YOKELS 
FORWARD TO WEARIN’ A COW SUIT - -) MY PLANS FOR HAVE ARE 
BUT WHAT 2O YOU GET OUT OF IT? /AMASSING A HUGE POULTRY PRODUCTS, 
AFTER ALL, THE LOCALS DON’T FORTUNE AND THEN ILL 


USE MONEY! RETURNING TO / / 
THEY TRADE G& ; BONEVILLE IN <| | A 
GOoOops ‘ TRIUMPH... ! oe 


aN’ STILL, THE PLAY 
SERVICES! ae; IS TH’ THING! 


PHONEY’S INFERNO 


BESIDES, I HAVE 
A HANKERIN’ TO TAKE 
TH’ PROPRIETOR OF THIS 
FINE ESTABLISHMENT 
TO TH’ CLEANERS! 
YOU WITH ME? 


AN QUIT 
BRINGIN’ ME 
DIKTY DISHES 
TO WASH / 


-..YOU SHOULD BE GRATEFUL 
WHO, ME? INDEED THAT YOUR FRIENDS 
HOW DO 
you LAST NIGHT.... TAM 
KNOW FORCED TO USE MUCH MORE 
MY NAME? SUBTLE METHODS OF 


CONTACTING YOU .--- 


INTERFERED ON YOUR BEHALF 


GOOP. NOW i 

GET BACK OUT 
THERE AND 

KEEP SPREADIN’ 
RUMORS’ 


SURE! |IT DOESN’T 
MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE 
TO ME! BUT THEN... 
NOT MUCH POES? 


e222 YOUR COUSIN 
FONE BONE HAS AWAKENED 
THE GREAT RED 


WHAT TH’ 
HECK 
ARE YOU 
TALKIN’ 
ABOUT? 


WHOA! WAIT A 
MINUTE, PAL! 
YOU LEAVE 
FONE BONE 

, 


vores HAVE EVEN TEOPARDIZED 
MY OWN PLANS... BUT.... 

sees WE HAVE UNFINISHED 

BUSINESS, YOU AND L...-- 


PHONEY’S INFERNO 


| | PS J 


\ 
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PHONEY’S INFERNO 


... SO THERE HE IS, OKAY? ISHMAEDL’S 
LAYIN’ IN HIS BUNK WAITIN’ FOR HIS MYSTERIOUS 
NEW ROOMMATE TO SHOW UP ... SUPBDENLY - - 
AT LIKE, B O” CLOCK IN TH’ MORNING - - 
TH’ DOOR SWINGS OPEN ... AN’ THERE, 
STANDIN’ IN TH’ DOORWAY, WITH TH’ LIGHT FROM 
TH’ HALL BEHIND HIM, IS GQUEEQUEG! AN’ HE’S 


CARRYIN’ SHRUNKEN 
HEADS // 


WHAT’S GOING ON, 
BACK THERE? 


ARE YOU TALKING IT JUST SO HAPPENS Y 
ABOUT MOBY DICK THAT GRAN’MA LIKES 
? TO HEAR ABOUT 
AGAIN * GOOP BOOKS’ 
~ SHE 
APPRECIATES 
FINE 


LITERATURE’ 


NOT QUITE. 
BUT I THOUGHT 
IL SHOULD 


WHA = - 
ARE WE THERE 
ALREADY? 


PHONEY’S INFERNO 


IT LOOKS LIKE THE ROAD 
IS BLOCKED UP AHEAD. < 


Is 
SOMETHING THERE ARE SOME TREES 


WRONG? 


THERE’S A MAN STANDING 
UNPER THE TREES JUST OFF 
TO THE SIDE OF THE ROAD. 


you 
SEE THAT? 


GOOD AFTEKNOON, 
JON OAKS! 


WHAT IN TH’ WORLD 
ARE YOU DOIN’? 
WHY ARE THESE 
TREES BLOCKIN’ 
TH’ ROAD? 


DOWN ACROSS THE PATH. 


WELL, I’/LL BE? 
THAT LOOKS LIKE LITTLE 
JONATHAN OAKS! 
LET’S FIND OUT WHAT 
HE’S UP TO! 
TORK BS KIS LETS 
ro) 


GOOD DAY, GRAN’MA BEN? 
Lucius HAD US BLOCK TH’ ROAD’! 


{ THERE WAS SOME STRANGE DOIN’S IN TH’ 


WOODS LAST NIGHT. TH’ HAIRY MEN 
: WERE OUT! 
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PHONEY’S INFERNO 
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@OOP LUCK WITH 

TH’ BIG RACE, 

GRAN’MA! EVERYONE’S ] 
AL 


SN 


I WANT TO THANK YOU FOR STICKIN’ \ | 
WITH ME LAST NIGHT ... Z DON’T KNOW ia 


ys 
“ 
YES, FONE 
BONE? 
WHY THOSE RAT CREATURES WERE 
AFTER ME - - 
SS \ f 
SS aes 
wy TO ’EM 


OF COURSE WE STUCK TOGETHER! 
WE’RE FRIENDS, AREN’T WE? 
/ A 
: \\y 
BY 
NG 


PHONEY’S INFERNO 


HOW YA DOIN’, OH! ZL GOT SOMETHIN’ 
a CLEAR 


ROSIE? FOR YA! HERE! I BEEN 
WAS TH’ ROAD SAFE?| PF SAVIN’ IT IN MY POCKET 
I WAS WORRIED ALL DAY! 
ABOUT YA! 


I HAD A ~.. IT GOT A COUPLE OF DEAD BEATS 
LITTLE EXTRA TIME ON MY INSIDE TAKIN’ CARE OF TH’ CUSTOMERS - - 
HANPS THIS MORNING... IN FACT, THEY LOOK A LOT LIKE THIS 
LITTLE FELLA YOU GOT HERE. 


PHONEY’S INFERNO 


oc S) Nw 
EY 


vi 


AW, HECK, £ CAN TAKE 
CARE OF MYSELF! I’M BIG! 
BUT YOU’RE SMALL, AN’ YOU 
DIDN’T HAVE 
ANYBODY 


PHONEY’S INFERNO 


| NOW, JUST A MINUTE! LI DON’T 
WANT EVERYBODY OUT HERE’ WHO’LL 
TAKE CARE OF TH’ CUSTOMERS? 


HE’S RIGHT 
INSIDE! 
T’LL CALL 


OH, ALL RIGHT ... CALL HIM OUT! 
BUT THEN GET BACK TO WORK’ 


THOSE BOYS OWE ME 
A LOTTA EGGS, | 
ROSIE se 


ed YX 
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PHONEY’S INFERNO 


So... ONCE AGAIN, yi +... BUT MAKE NO MISTAKE... 
SMALL ONE... YOUR FRIENDS \ +» WE WILL CompLete 
HAVE COME TO You \ 


you HAVE BEEN SPARED...- 
..- FOR NOW PHONCIBLE P. BONE 
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THE SPRING FAIR 


"owl 


THE SPRING 


AIR! pont you 
JUST LOVE IT, FONE 
BONE? THE SMELLS! 

THE COLORS? 


3 SO, CHEER UP! 
=| YOU FOUND YOUR COUSINS, C’MON! LET’S ENJOY OURSELVES! 
4 ANP IN A COUPLE OF WE ONLY HAVE A FEW MORE 
=|DAYS YOU'LL BE \. DAYS TOGETHER’ 
HEADING BACK TO 
BONEVILLE/ PHONEY AND 
SMILEY 
FINISH WASHING 
DISHES TO 


{NS \ 
> 


= 


VT 
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\ 
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a SN“ 
SSeS SSIES 
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THE SPRING FAIR 


YOU KNOW WHAT £ WANT? 
SOME HONEY? 
LET’S GO FIND A 
HONEY-BOOTH? 


YC I LOVE IT! AT THE 
I DIPN’T KNOW YFAIR YOU CAN GET HONEY 
YOU LIKED HONEY | FROM THE SOUTHERN END 
SO MUCH! OF THE VALLEY - - IT’S 


Ane SWEETER... TH] 


= 


f 


OOOH! THERE’S A 
AROUND HERE BOOTH THAT SELLS 
ARE TOO BIG! DYES’ WELL 

BESIDES! WHAT HAVE TO COME 

FUN WOULD BACK HERE 
THAT BE? LATER! 


.-.AND THE BOYS WHO 
SELL IT ARE CUTER? 


COULD GET YOU 
SOME HONEY 
FOR FREE! 


THE SPRING FAIR 


HELLO, WED | re MY NAME’S TOM. Y THORN. DO YOU 

Ll Y WHAT’S YOURS? HAVE ANYTHING 

COUPLE OF YOUR OVER HERE, MISS’ FROM 
SOUTH VALLEY? 


SURE PO’ GOT COMBS FROM SOUTH HERE’ JUST SMELL IT! 
VALLEY AND FROM PAWA! BUT A SWEET NOTHIN’ IN THE WHOLE VALLEY 
LITTLE THING LIKE YOU PROB’LY WANTS COMPARES TO IT - - 

HONEY FROM ATHEIA? ..- EXCEPT MAYBE YOU... 


WANNA TAKE A Y WHAT IS HE HE’S MY FRIEND. 

WHIFF, LITTLE FELLA? ANYWAY? NO WE CAN BOTH SMELL 
YOU OUGHTA APPRECIATE DOES HE ALWAYS] THE HONEY JUST FINE. 
IT WITH A NOSE LIKE THAT? FOLLOW YOU WE'LL TAKE TWO COMBS. 


THE SPRING FAIR 


WHY DON’T YOU LOSE TH’ 
KEWPIE-DOLL AN’ COME BACK’ 

LI COULP TELL YOU ALL 
ABOUT GATHERING HONEY IN THE 
GIANT TREES DOWN SOUTH ... 


BONEVILLE/ 
AN’ 
WHAT 
MAKES YOu 


WHY DON’T YOU TODDLE 

OFF BACK TO THE 
FREAK SHOW? 

I’M TRYIN’ TO TALK TO 
TH’ LADY? 


ANYTHING 

BETTER TO 
SY DO THAN 
Y USTEN TO 

A CARNIE 


BRAG ABOUT 


CLIMBING 


I’M A REAL MAN’ 

I FACE SWARMS OF 
MAN-EATING BEES 
WITH NOTHIN’ BUT A 
LITTLE SMOKE TO PUT 
“EM TO SLEEP! 


OH, 
_ { COME ON’ 
HOW HAR? 
\ CAN IT 
BE TO 
STEAL 
HONEY 
FROM 
SLEEPING 


OH, YEAH?! 
WELL, RUNT, WHAT DO YOU 
THINK OF THIS? 


WANNA 
ARM 
WRESTLE? 


THE SPRING FAIR 


THAT’S ENOUGH? 
YOU CAN’T TALK TO COME ON, , 
MY FRIEND THAT WAY! FONE BONE: 


HE STARTED IT 
| ACT THAT WAY WITH THAT 


BEFORE! = /i!\ crack ABOUT 
MY NOSE? 


I DON’T CARE WHO 
STARTED IT’ IT WAS 
\ EMBARRASSING! 


| | ‘ ’ i 


| 
ie 


mT 
eS " vii 
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NN y= | lil Mi 


i 
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YOU OUGHTA 4s IT 
WITH A NOSE LIKE THA’ 


RRRRRR/ 
WHAT A SMART ALEC? 


Hy i, \ 
pe 


THE SPRING FAIR 


HMMF. HE 
STARTED IT! 
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THE SPRING FAIR 


THIS IS GREAT? en HOW HARD CAN IT BE? 9-2, 
I/LL GET THORN SOME HONEY I JUST NEED SOME GREEN \ 
MYSELF! 


GRASS THAT’LL SMOKE REAL 
GOOP WHEN £ LIGHT IT... 


« «+ THEN I’LL WAVE TH’ SMOKE 
IN FRONT OF TH’ HIVE UNTIL {| 
TH’ BEES FALL ASLEEP! | NOW TO JUST 
SHIMMY 


7 : M 
THIS IS GONNA BE 1 UP TH’ TREE! 
LIKE TAKING CANDY 

FROM A BABY! 


THE SPRING FAIR 


THE SPRING FAIR 


WHOA! 
THERE IT 
Is? 


THAT’S FUNNY. 
I THOUGHT THERE’D BE 
MORE BEES AROUND... j I WONDER WHY THERE AREN’T A 
BUNGH OF BEES GUARDIN’ TH’ 
IVE? 


SS 


WAZ 
97 1 NE 
<6) 


THE SPRING FAIR 


LET’S GO, LET’S GO! THIS FOOD’S —— TA 
BEEN UP HERE FOR THREE SECONDS 4G OT) 
ALREADY! YOU WANT IT N SX 
TO GET COLD? \ ™~ > 
——s \ — 
& 


F EY/ xs GOT TWO GUYS 
COMIN’, PHONEY? : 
“SCUSE ME A ! si OUT HERE WHO WANT TO 


T 
MOMENT, FELLAS. iigpeusay cow? 


THE SPRING FAIR 


YEAH! THEY WERE GONNA BET ON ONE GUY WANTS TO BET 

@GRAN’MA BEN TO WIN TH’ RACE, BUT WHEN A DOZEN EGGS, AN’ TH’ 

I TOLD “EM THE RUMOR YOU TOLD ME TO OTHER WANTS TO BET A PIG? 

TELL “EM - - THAT GRAN’MA WAS HAM AN’ EGGS, Buppy! 

TOO OLD ‘N’ DECREPIT TO WIN RIGHT THERE! y 

THIS YEAR - - THEY WANTED TO THAT’S IT? 

Y/Y CHANGE THEIR BETS’ WE’RE IN 
BUSINESS’ 


so I’M GONNA NEED A 
WHAT PO YOU PLACE TO HOLD TH’ HERE ... GIMME YOUR PAD. 
WANT ME TO GOODS! UNTIL THEN, I’LL POST SOME 
DO NOW? START TAKIN’ THEIR 
MARKERS! 
THERE’S 
NO TIME TO LOSE! 


OF COURSE I JUST 


“MYSTERY COW FOUR TO ONE I THINK YOU 
a MADE THAT UP, 


TUST MADE 
THAT UP. YOU MORON? 


ALL TH’ OTHER COWS IN TH’ RACE WE’RE FIXIN’ TH’ 
A RACE, REMEMBER?! 


WILL BE SOMEWHERE IN BETWEEN. 
WHAT PO YOU THINK 
OF THAT? 


GRAN’MA BEN SIXTY TO ONE. 
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THE SPRING FAIR 


IT DOESN’T MATTER WHAT TH’ - - AND THEN WHEN TH’ OL’ BAT 
ODDS ARE, AS LONG AS NO ONE WINS, WE GET TO KEEP 
BETS ON GRAN’MA BEN! EVERYTHING! 


RIGHT! AN’ WELL I LIKE TH’ I KNOW YOU DO. 

SPLIT IT NINETY/TEN, CUT OF YOUR NOW GET OUT THERE 

JUST LIKE ALWAYS! JIB, MISTER! AN’ DRUM UP SOME 
BUSINESS, PARTNER! 


ASK AWAY, I WAS, UM - - WELL,... 
OH, HEY . . . SMILEY! PARTNER! I WAS JUST WONDERING ... 
WAIT A MINUTE: SINCE YOU’VE BEEN IN TH’ 
VALLEY - - HAVE YOU EVER RU 
THERE WAS SOMETHIN’ T eoee aes eaacy 
I WANTED TO ASK MONSTERS? WITH POINTY 
YOU ABOUT. . . EARS, AN’ GLOWING EYES? 
OR A GUY WITH A HOOD 
PULLED DOWN OVER HIS 
FACE, CARRYIN’ A 
SCYTHE? 
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THE SPRING FAIR 


MONSTERS -- BIG, SHAGGY 
MONSTERS~ ~ MONSTERS 


WITH HUGE \ 


TEETH... 
THEY MIGHT’VE 
BEEN ASKIN’ 
QUESTIONS 
ABOUT ME... 


WELL, SOMETIMES LI 

SEE STRANGE STUFF, 

BUT DISTINGUISHING 

REALITY FROM FANTASY 

ISN’T ALWAYS MY TO WORK’ 
STRONGEST SUIT. 


I DON’T KNOW WHAT YOU TWO ARE 
uP TO, BALDY, BUT I’M KEEPIN’ 
MY EYE ON YOU. 


JEEZ, 


SMILEY/ 
YOU HAVE TO 
THINK ABOUT IT? 
PID YOU SEE 
ANY MONSTERS 
OR NOT?’ 


HEY, SMILEY /’ Get THIS BLUE PLATE 
OUT TO TABLE THREE! MY CUSTOMERS 
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ARE HUNGRY?! 


BY THE WAY... 

I LIKE TH’ HAT. 

IT’S A GOOD LOOK 
FOR YOU. 


THE SPRING FAIR 


as 


MIG 
\ 


ay 
WS : 
-_— > 


THIS IS SUSAN’ 

I’M GONNA RUN HER 
AGAINST YOU IN TH’ 
RACE THIS YEAR! 


GOTTA KEEP IN SHAPE, 
ED! WHO'S THIS? < 
LOOKS LIKE YOU 
BROUGHT A NEW GIRL 
WITH YOU! 


AH! MY 
COMPETITION? 


Hi TH i 
SWEETHEART? 


THE SPRING FAIR 


THIS HERE IS TH’ castes Ji } | vKnow, NOT FEELIN’ WELL? 
COW I SEEN IN TWENTY ” BD. I’M SURPRISED YOU’RE NONSENSE? 
STILL POIN’ THIS RACE! Y x tUST JOGGED 


ZL HEARD YOU WEREN’T FIFTEEN MILES 
FEELIN’ WELL... AN’ I DION’T EVEN 


ae BREAK A SWEAT! 


WHERE DID YOU EVER WHAT DO 
HEAR SUCH A SILLy - - ¥ 


‘Ou 
THINK? 


L WOULDN'T 
TRY THAT IF T 
WERE YOU. 


WHAT WAS THAT 
ALL ABOUT? 


MAY BE... BUT THAT’S 
WHAT FOLKS ARE 


THE SPRING FAIR 


I’M PUTTIN’ MY BET ON 
TH’ MYSTERY COW? 


A 


I’M TELLIN’ YA, ROSE, 
WORD’S OUT THAT YOU’RE THAT’S 
TOO OLD TO WIN TH’ RIDICULOUS! 
RACE ANYMORE! LT’LL WIN THIS YEAR 
JUST LIKE I WIN J 
ENERY YEAR! 


WELL, GOOD YOU TOO, ED. 
LUCK! GOTTA GET BACK 
TO TRAININ’’ 
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THE SPRING FAIR 


WELL, HELLO, MARYLOU! tS 
HI, HELEN! ie 
ma 
ROSE BEN’ AS I LIVE 
AN’ BREATHE? WE WERE 
JUST TALKING ABOUT YOU! 


WE WERE JUST SAYING 
THAT WE WEREN’T GOING TO 
BET ON YOU THIS YEAR’ 
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THE SPRING FAIR 


HI, GRAN’MA! IT’S GOOD SAY, TON, WOULD YOU 
TO SEE YOU AGAIN, TOO! 

YOU’RE BETTIN’ ON 

IN TH’ BIG RACE? 


7 
HELLO THERE, 
(s) 


> 
BUT NOW I’M SCOUTIN’ AROUND FOR SEE YA LATER, 
A YOUNGER CONTESTANT! GOTTA GRAN’MA! 
GO WITH A SAFE BET, 
DON’TCHA KNOW! 


wan 


ty \ 


Xe 4 


— 
SY 
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I WAS 
GONNA BET 

ON yOu, 4 
GRAN’MA... 


THE SPRING FAIR 


ANP WON’T SHE BE SURPRISED! 
BOY, OH BOY... I’LL BET THAT HONEY-SELLER 
THAT BEE PUT UP A HECK DOESN’T HAVE ANY HONEYCOMBS 
OF A FIGHT, BUT ZI DID IT’ LIKE THIS SUCKER! 
I GOT SOME HONEY 
FOR THORN! 


I CAN’T WAIT TO 

FIND THORN! SHE’S 

GONNA BE SO HAPPY 
WHEN SHE SEES THIS - - 
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THE SPRING FAIR 


© 


% / j 
\\ 
. ao . Wh | My YY A 
2 pe 
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THE CAVE 


4701? TO BEAT fo 
GRAN’MA BEN? SAY... Wg 
THAT’S HARD TO 


WHAT’RE TH’ ODDS ON 
TH’ MYSTERY COW? THIS MYSTERY COW 
ANYWAY? 
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I PUNNO...IS 
TH’ OWNER A 
LOCAL FARMER? 
‘CAUSE I DON’T 
WANNA BE BETTIN’ 
ON NO 
FOREIGNERS! 


OKAY. L’LL 
BET A 


ALL RIGHT, 
THEN - - 
HERE’S YOUR 
TICKET. PUT 

TH’ GOAT IN 


THE CAVE 


L CAN’T SAY - - 
I’/VE BEEN SWORN TO 
SECRECY! BUT I CAN 

TELL YOU THIS: 


THE MYSTERY COW IS 
THE MOST FEROCIOUS 
COW TI HAVE EVER 

SEEN! 


TH’ PEN WITH 
TH’ OTHERS... 


A BET? ON 
TH’ COW RACE! 
CAN’T YOU SEE, 
IVE GOTA \ 
BETTIN’ BOOTH 
SET UP HERE? 


LIKE 2/0 TRUST 
yOu TO RUN A 
BOOKMAKIN’ < 
OPERATION ON 
TH’ UP AN’ UP! 
WHY, LT WOULPN’T 
TRUST YOU TO 
HOLD AN ICE 
CREAM CONE! 
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WOW. OKAY - - 
I WANNA BET y 
THREE SHOVELS 
ON TH’ MYSTERY 


SAY, LISTEN, LT KNOW WE’RE 
COUSINS AN’ ALL, BUT YOU’RE 
GONNA HAVE TO WAIT IN LINE 
TO PLACE A BET JUST LIKE 
EVERYBODY ELSE! 


PLACE 
A 


BET? 
WHAT 
ARE 
you 
TALKIN’ 


DON’T GO AWAY. 
I’LL BE RIGHT BACK! 


THE CAVE 


YOU THINK 
RUNNIN’ A 
GAMBLING 
RACKET IS 


WHAT?! WHAT ARE YOU 
TALKIN’ ABOUT?! I’M 
JUST TRYIN’ TO EARN 

A LIVING! 


THEY! nee vou 


CRAZY? I’M TRYIN’ 
Y” TO RUN A BUSINESS 


TRYIN’ TO 


HERE! 


OH, SURE, YOU CAN 
AFFORD TO BE 
V CRITICAL SINCE 
GRAN’MA BEN |S 
PAYING ALL YOUR 
ROOM AN’ BOARD! 


UH, OH. 


WHERE IS THORN? 
YOU’RE NOT HAVIN’ 
GIRL TROUBLES 
ALREADY, 

ARE YOU? 


SHE’D PROBABLY 
BE PAYIN’ FOR 
YOURS TOO, IF 


YOU HAPN’T i 


NAILED HER 
BLOOMERS TO 
TH’ SIDE OF 
TH’ BARN! 


GIRL 
TROUBLES 7/ 
OF COURSE 
NOT // 
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SAY... WAIT A MINUTE. 
WHAT HAPPENED TO 


you? YOU DON’T 
LOOK SO GOOD! 


EARNING A 
LIVING? 


HUH? OH, 
THESE ARE 
BEE STINGS! 
I WAS TRYIN’ 
TO GET SOME 
HONEY FOR 

THORN. 


SHE’S JUST - - ->)< 


WALKIN’ AROUND TH’ 
FAIR WITH SOME 
OTHER GUY! 
YOU CALL THAT 
GIRL TROUBLES?/ 


THE CAVE 


WELL, FORGET IT, OKAY? HEY, HOWDY, GUYS! 
IT’S PROBABLY I BEEN LOOKIN’ ALL OVER 
NOTHING! FOR YOU! CHECK THIS OUT! 
ILL JUST 
WALK AROUND TH’ 
FAIR WITH HER 
TOMORROW? 


B® Look at Me! mM tH | PY wey? SORRY, 
MYSTERY COW! WHAT ARE YOU PHONEY, I 
. DOING?! YOU CAN’T \ COULDN’T HELP 
LET ANYBODY SEE you \IT’ I HAD TO 
IN THAT GET-UP? TRY IT ON! 
YOU WANT PEOPLE TO YOU KNOW 
FIND OUT TH’ HOW MUCH 


MYSTERY COW IS I LIKE 
COSTUMES 


JECL. cure WHAT’? YOU WELL, TAKE IT OFF! NOT TO WORRY, 
EEE GE VOU eee THINK, THEY HAVE| |IF ANYBODY FINDS OUT )\( OL’ PAL’ NO ONE 
ee oes COSTUME SHOPS | | THAT YOU AREN’T A WILL SUSPECT A 

3 HERE? THAD J REAL COW, OUR THING! I’VE 


Fe 4 
Women Eon sue TO WHOLE PLAN WILL BE BEEN 
I’VE EVER MAKE RUINED! PRACTICING! 
IT WATCH THIS! 
MYSELF! 
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WHY IS 
SMILEY 
WEARING 


A 
COW SUIT? 


I KNEW IT! 
YOU’RE UP TO 
SOMETHIN’, AN” 
YOU’RE GONNA 
GET US RUN OUT 
OF TH’ VALLEY- - 
JUST LIKE YOU 

GOT US 
RUN OUT OF 
BONEVILLE! 


THE CAVE 


T’M NOT SMILEY/ 
I'M A REAL CcOW/ 


MY 
WORLD IS 
CRUMBLING 
AROUND? 


OH, HERE WE GO 
AGAIN ABOUT 
BONEVILLE! OKAY, 
SO A FEW OF MY 
BUSINESS DEALS WERE 
A LITTLE SHAKY - - 
IS IT MY FAULT TH’ 


WHOLE TOWN WENT } 


NUTS JUST BECAUSE 
I THREW A PICNIC AN’ 
ANNOUNCED I WAS 
RUNNIN’ FOR MAYOR? 


OKAY, PHONBEY, IT’S 
TIME TO COME CLEAN! 


WHAT ELSE HAVE 


YOU DONE? 


THEY WENT NUTS 
BECAUSE THEY KNEW 
TH’ ONLY REASON YOU 
WANTED TO BE MAYOR 
WAS SO YOU COULD 
PULL OFF EVEN BIGGER 

SHAKY BUSINESS 
DEALS! 


YOU KNOW WHAT £ 
MEAN!’ EVER SINCE WE 
GOT TO THIS VALLEY, 
GIANT, RAT-LIKE 
CREATURES HAVE BEEN 
AFTER US’ I WANNA 
KNOW WHAT YOu 

KNOW ABOUT IT! 
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THINK T'LL CHEW ME 
SOME CUDL 


JUST, UH... 
PART OF A 
PROMOTION 
WE’RE DOIN’ 
FOR TH’ RACE! 
THAT’S ALL! 


C 


IT’S 


AND BECAUSE 
YOU SERVED 
BAD PRUNES 
AT TH’ PICNIC 
AND GAVE 
TH’ WHOLE 
TOWN TH’ 
FAST-TRACK 


I’M TELLIN’ YA, 
FONE BONE, 

I DON’T KNOW 
ANYTHING _/ 
ABOUT IT! 

Z KNOW THE 
RAT CREATURES 
HAVE 
BEEN ASKIN’ 
ABOUT ME, BUT 
I DON’T KNOW 

WHY! =< 
HONEST! 


AND YOU HAVE NO IDEA 
WHY THEY WOULD/VE 
ATTACKED GRAN’MA 

BEN’S FARM? 


THE CAVE 


ALL RIGHT, a giout?) 
I SWEAR! 
eee IF I HAD ANYTHING TO DO 

‘ WITH THE RAT CREATURES 
ATTACKING GRAN’MA 
BEN’S FARM - - THEN 
MAY LIGHTNING STRIKE 

ME DEAD! 


YOU THINK TH’ TROUBLE SPEAKING OF 
I’M JUST WITH YOU IS TROUBLE - - 
GONNA LET YOU DON’T KNOW LUCIUS WANTED ME 
THIS DROP, WHEN TO TO GIVE YOU A 
DON’T YOU? BELIEVE ME’ MESSAGE, PHONEY? 
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THE CAVE 


... AN’ IF YOURE NOT BACK 
BEFORE HE RUNS OUT OF CLEAN 
DISHES, HE’S GONNA TWIST 
YOUR HEAD OFF YOUR BODY! 


HE SAID TO TELL 
YOU YOUR LUNCH 


YEAH? BREAK IS OVER... 


WHAT’S 


THAT 
SLAVE DRIVER 
WANT? 


SORRY, FONE 
BONE, BUT THIS 
CONVERSATION 

IS GONNA 
HAFTA WAIT! 


SMILEY? 
GET OUT OF 
THAT STUPID 

CcOw SUIT, AND 
TAKE OVER TH’ 
BETTING 


,-» BUT WHEN WE 

GET BACK TO BONEVILLE 
YOU’RE GONNA COME 
CLEAN, YOU HEAR ME? 
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ALL RIGHT, 
PHONEY. YOU 
CAN KEEP YOUR 
LITTLE SECRET 

FOR NOW ... 


WHICH 
SECRET? 


THE CAVE 


000 
Lt: 
J — ; 


THE CAVE 


meeey GUICKLY! he eli 
MY BRING THE CHILD! Rae ey THERE ARE Vee 
WE ARE ALMOST, meee SOUNDS IN BP 


Y wearee WV : - ests a 
{ BETRAYED! eT CANNOT 


THE CAVE 


YOU MUST TURN a ¥ 
BACK. ey Tey URRY! 


L WILL GO £ : HE 
ON WITH THE GIRL. J ee |S WAITING! 


THE CAVE 


BE STILL, 
LITTLE ONE. 


THE CAVE 


THE CAVE 


YOU MUST GO INTO DEREN GARD. 
YOU WILL BE SAFE THERE UNTIL I 
CAN RETURN. 


THE CAVE 


THE CAVE 


THE CAVE 


WHAT IS IT, 
THORN? 
YOU HAVE 
ANOTHER 
WEIRD 
DREAM? 


DO YOU STILL HAVE THAT OLD MAP 
THAT YOU AND YOUR COUSINS FOUND? 
OUT IN THE DESERT? 


L 
THINK SO. 
IN MY 
KNAPSACK. 


WHEN I WAS A LITTLE GIRL, 
I USED TO HAVE THIS ONE DREAM 
OVER AND OVER AGAIN. IN THE 
» DREAM I WAS STANDING IN A 
MAGNIFICENT CAVERN - - 
SURROUNDED BY DRAGONS’? 


... GET UP, BUT DON’T 
WAKE THE OTHERS. 


HERE IT |S. 
YOU KNOW ... WHEN I WAS LOST 
OUT IN TH’ DESERT, ET ACTUALLY 
FOLLOWED THIS MAP INTO TH’ VALLEY! 


LET’S SIT 
AT THE TABLE. 


YES. AND 
WHENEVER I HAVE 
IT, IT WAKES ME UP 
IN THE MIDDLE OF 

THE NIGHT. 


AND NOW 
YOU’/RE STARTING 
TO HAVE THIS 
DREAM AGAIN? 
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HAVE YOU 
TOLD 

GRAN’MA BEN 

ABOUT THE 


YOU THINK IT 
HAS SOMETHING 

TO DO WITH 

THIS MAP? 


LI STILL DON’T 
UNDERSTAND WHY 
SEEING THIS OL’ 

MAP WOULD 
TRIGGER TH’ 
DREAMS. 


NH 
AN Hl Hay) 
Vey Wy 
Wl Mh, 


THE CAVE 


LI DID WHEN I WAS 
LITTLE. SHE USED TO 
TELL ME NOT TO BE 
AFRAID BECAUSE 
DRAGONS DON’T 
REALLY EXIST! 


ALL Z KNOW IS 
L STOPPED HAVING 
THAT DREAM YEARS 
AGO - - UNTIL YOU 
SHOWED UP AND 
PULLED THAT MAP 
OUT OF YOUR 
KNAPSACK! 
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RIGHT, BUT I DION’T KNOW 
THAT THEN. AND YOU SAW 
THE WAY SHE AND THE 
GREAT RED DRAGON WERE 
ACTING THE OTHER DAY! 
THOSE TWO KNOW SOME- 
THING THAT WE DON’T? 


EVER SINCE THEN 
THE DREAMS HAVE BEEN 
BACK ~- - AND THEY’RE 
MORE VIVID AND REAL 
THAN EVER BEFORE! 


THE CAVE 


: NO. 

poate) I’M PRETTY SURE. 
: I’M STARTING TO 

REMEMBER IT. 


wil | 
NN 7) 


\\ 
“ 


WHOA. OH, I DON’T OKAY, OKAY. 


I DREW THAT MAP 
WHEN I WAS IN THE CAVE 
WITH THE DRAGONS. 


THE DRAGONS WERE 


KNOW, FONE WE’LL GO SLOW HOLDING ME IN THE 


WAIT A MINUTE. BONE! WITH THIS... 


CANERN. I DREW 


WHAT ARE YOU SO - - WHY DID THE MAP BECAUSE LI 


SAYING? YOU It’s SO YOU DRAW 
REALLY WERE IN CONFUSING! THE MAP? 
A CAVERN WITH A ‘ 
BUNCH OF DRAGONS? 
L THOUGHT IT 
WAS A DREAM! 


WHAT DO yOu L DON’T HOW DID 
MEAN HOLDING? REMEMBER YOU ESCAPE? 
WERE YOU A ANYMORE... 
PRISONER? BUT AT THE TIME 
I WANTED TO 
ESCAPE. 


\\ \ \\ h 
AAD 


MWD, 
“a 
Qu 
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HOPED SOMEONE 
WOULD FIND IT AND 
COME RESCUE ME. 


ESCAPE? OH, THIS 
IS RIDICULOUS, FONE 
BONE!’ I WAS NEVER 
IN A PRAGON’S CAVE! 

IT WAS JUST A 


THE CAVE 


s 4 WELL, THERE’S TH’ MAP! 
... IF IT WASN’T FOR THAT MAP, L’D = SAY WE WAKE GRAN’MA 


SWEAR I/D BEEN WITH GRAN’MA BEN 
SINCE THE DAY I WAS BORN. 


uP AND SHOW IT TO HER! 


NO. LET’S WAIT UNTIL 

AFTER THE RACE. SHE’S GOT 
ENOUGH TO WORRY ABOUT 
RIGHT NOW. 


NANNY (a y Wy 
\ ANG Hdl 
A ALD / 
: (te 4) 
neath 


LET’S KEEP THE MAP A SECRET FOR 
NOW ...TUST BETWEEN YOU AND ME, 
OKAY? 


GOOP. LET’S GO 
BACK TO BED. 


OKAY. 
IF THAT’S 
WHAT YOU 
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GOOD MORNING, 
PS EVERYONE / 


= 


~ 4 i) 
= oe 
a = SEE Hi Li 
' — 2 
' a = 
! 4! ¥ Z == 
' \ 
, \ ' 
; ' 
| 


a 


N/ 
. GOOP MORNING, YEAH! TODAY’SM@ (I DO FEEL PRETTY CHIPPER iy 
GRAN’MA BEN! A THE BIG DAY? ‘ THIS MORNING! MAYBE I’LL GO i 
FOR A JOG - - FIFTY OR SIXTY 
WELL? y . ~ = JUST TO LOOSEN UP? 
' if 
/) 
¢, : ' 
/ y t | 
J z 
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THE MYSTERY Cow 


...L BET 
EVERYTHING 
IL HAVE ON 


WOULD YoU = NO, THANK YOU, 


SS Sa a ) 
GOOD MORNIN’, NOW, YOU BOYS DON’T HAVE TO 
STOP YOUR TALKIN’ ON MY 
FELLAS! é ACCOUNT! wma 


YES, WE DO! 
WE WERE TALKIN/ 
ABOUT BETTIN’ ON 
TH’ MYSTERY COW 
INSTEAD OF YOU! 


OH, JONATHAN, THAT’S 4 
ALL RIGHT’ YOU BET ANY 
WAY YOU WANT! IT DOESN’T 
MATTER TO ME’ IT’S 

T 
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THE MYSTERY Cow 


9 GIMME A CUP COMIN’ RIGHT ARE YOU OKAY? YOU LOOK 
OF TEA, LUCIUS. UP, ROSIE! KINDA DOWN. 


LI DON’T THINK SO - - YOU’RE LOOK AT YOU! YOU’RE ALL 
USUALLY CHOMPIN’ AT TH’ SLUMPED OVER! C’MON, ROSIE, 
BIT THIS CLOSE TO TH’ YOU DON’T WANT FOLKS TO 

COW RACE’ SEE YOU LIKE THIS’ 


YOU WANT PEOPLE TO BET L APPRECIATE OH, THEY’RE NOT, 


WHAT ON YA, DON’TCHA? WELL, | | WHAT YOU/RE DOING, ARE THEY? 
DIFFERENCE THEY WON’T UNLESS YOU DEAR. BUT IT’S WHO TOL? you 
DOES IT LOOK LIKE A WINNER? TOO LATE. 


MAKE? NOW SIT uP! NOBODY’S BETTIN’ 


ON ME ANYWAY? 
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THE MYSTERY Cow 


EVERYBODY? YEAH, WELL, ... AN’ NEITHER SHOULD YOU! 
I DON’T YOU CAN’T LET ‘EM GET YOU DOWN, 
LISTEN... ROSIE! TH’ ONLY WAY YOU CAN 
IN TH’ BAR. WIN TH’ RACE IS IF YOU 
BELIEVE IN YOURSELF? 


HE’S RIGHT, Aa SINCE WHEN ARE 
GRAN’MA! yOU ONE OF MY , 


DON’T LISTEN TO TH’ BOOSTERS, 
? THINK PHONEY BONE? 


PAY NO ATTENTION > 
TO WHAT THESE FARMERS 
ARE SAYING’ YOU CAN 
WIN? ZI HAVE 
FAITH IN YOU/ 


sO 


THE MYSTERY Cow 


Horse. LUCIUS, DEAR... > 
KNOBBIES! I’LL BE IN MY ROOM 


UNTIL TH’? RACE STARTS. 
BRING ME THAT TEA WHEN 
YOU GET A CHANCE. 


POOR OL’ SAP! 
iq SHE’S GONNA 
—\ Get CREAMED THIS 


AFTERNOON! 
il- YA WANT MY WN 
ADVICE, YOU’/RE 

BETTER OFF 
BETTIN’ ON TH’ 
MYSTERY COW! 


... BUT THERE’S NO RUSH? 


WHEN YOU’/RE READY TO BET - - 


YOU KNOW WHERE TO 
FIND ME! Z’LL BE 
TAKING BETS 
RIGHT UP TO 
THE STARTING 
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SPEAKING OF WHICH... 

A WELL-TO-DO MAN LIKE 
YOURSELF MUST BE THINKING 
OF MAKING A WAGER ON TH’ 

RACE - - A REALLY, REALLY 
BIG WAGER’ LIKE... 
OH, SAY... 
YOUR ENTIRE BAR’ 


THE MYSTERY Cow 


BOY! THAT WAS DELICIOUS? 
LUCIUS’S MENU CERTAINLY HAS YEAH, PHONEY ALWAYS 
IMPROVED SINCE HE HIRED YOUR WAS A GOOP COOK... 
COUSINS TO WORK IN THE 
KITCHEN? 


SAY, UM... 
THORN? 
yOu WANNA WALK 
AROUND TH’ FAIR 
TOGETHER 


OH. GEE, FONE BONE. OH WELL... 
I’M SORRY. I ALREADY YEAH I GUESS I BETTER 


PROMISED TOM I’D WALK : GET GOING. SEE YOU 
AROUND WITH HIM. YOU Remember | | AT THE COW RACE, OKAY? 
REMEMBER TOM - ~ HE’S HUM 

THE BOY AT THE ‘ 

HONEY-SELLER’S BOOTH. 


HEY! WHAT’S THIS £ 
HEAR ABOUT NOBOPY BETTIN’ TRYIN’ TO HURT 
ON ROSE? WHAT’S TH’ HER FEELIN’S. BUT 
MATTER WITH YOU GUYS? yOu HEARD TH’ 


YOU TRYIN’ TO HURT yy RUMORS. <| 
HER FEELINGS?! GRAN’MA BEN 
; IS WASHED uP? 


‘ 
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THE MYSTERY Cow 


WE KNOW YOU’RE SWEET ON A HUNDRED TO ONE?’ ASK YER 
HER, LUCIUS, BUT NOBODY’S ————— SEZ WHO?! COOK! 
GONNA BET ON ROSE WHEN TH’ HE’S GOT A 


OPDS ARE A HUNDRED TO ONE J ~~ BETTIN’ BOOTH 
AGAINST HER? | SET UP ON TH’ 
: = FAIRGROUNDS’ 


YEAH! ASK HIM! THE MYSTERY EVERYBODY’S TALKIN’ 
HE’LL TELL YA! FOLKS cow, HUH? ABOUT IT’ FASTEST COW 
ARE LINED UP FOR »~ < THAT ENER LIVED’ YOU 
MILES AT HIS BOOTH \ : OUGHTA GET IN ON 
PUTTIN’ BETS ON IT, Lucius! 
TH’ MYSTERY COW! 


ANYBODY I MEAN HAVE ANY OF YEAH! SURE! 
ACTUALLY SEEN YOU JOKERS LAID YOUR WELL... 2 
THIS MYSTERY OWN EYEBALLS ON HAVEN’T SEEN 

COW? 2 THIS COW YOU BET it - - BUT 

YOUR LIFE’S SAVINGS SOMEBODY 
ON? MUST HAVE! 
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THE MYSTERY Cow 


THAT’S WHAT 
I THOUGHT... 


YOU’RE TH’ 


HERE YA GO, BOYS’! 
COFFEE’S ON ME THIS 
MORNING! DON’T FORGET 
TO TELL YOUR FRIENDS 

O BET ON TH’ 
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THE MYSTERY Cow 


NOW, NOW, WE WANNA SEE 
FELLAS’ TH’ MYSTERY COW! 
LET’S NOT 
GET 
EXCITED! 


SHOW YOU 
TH’ MYSTERY 
cow’! IT 

WOULD 
SPOIL TH’ 
MYSTERY! 


OKAY, OKAY! Z’LL TAKE YOU! 
BUT DON’T SAY I DION’T WARN YA! 
TH’ MYSTERY COW IS TERRIBLE AN’ 
DANGEROUS! I GOTTA MAKE SURE 
IT’S SAFE’ GIMME TIL NOON - - 
THEN MEET ME AT TH’ OL’ LEANIN’ 
BARN AT TH’ EDGE OF TOWN! 


SPOIL YER HEAD 
IN A MINUTE, 


OUR LIVESTOCK AN’ 
TURN YOUR BETTIN’ 
BOOTH INTO A PILE 
OF SPLINTERS! 


YOU GOT Tit NOON, BALDY! 
AN’ THIS BETTER BE 


ONE SCARY COW! = 
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THIS IS FTASMINE? I’M WE’RE GOIN’ OVER 
SHOWIN’ HER AROUND? EA ATCH TH’ e 
TH’ FAIR TODAY. 


OH, YEAH! TH’ 
UTTLE GUY WITH 
, ’ 


OKAY, THORN, 
CATCH YA LATER! 


S7 


HI, TED! 

HAVEN’T SEEN yOu 
IN A WHILE’ WHATCHA 
BEEN UP TO? 


THE MYSTERY Cow 


SAME OL’ 
STUFF. 
HOW ABOUTS | | {7 
you? SAME OL’ 
STUFF. 


WHY PON’T YA 
JES TELL THORN 
THAT YA LIKES HER 
- - INSTEAD OF < 
MOPIN’ AROUN’ 
OUT HERE 
IN TH’ WOODS? 
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XL COULD 
NEVER 
DO THAT. 


WHAT’S TH’ POINT, 
TED? I MEAN... 
SHE’S SO 
BEAUTIFUL... 
AN’ I’M SO 
FUNNY LOOKIN’. 


WELL... 
MAYBE YOU’/RE 
RIGHT. 
I’LL GIVE 
IT A GO. 


THE MYSTERY Cow 


sHy, HUH? =A SURE! WHY NOT? 
WELL, iF YA CAN’T IN FACK, THA’S JES 
TELL HER, THEN MAYBE TH’ VERY THING! 


YOU SHOULD OUGHTA > A POETRY WOULD 
WRITE HER’ LET HER KNOW 


HOW YA FEELS’ 
SOMETHIN’? 
NO WAY! 


RiGHT/ RIGHT? JR | FACE IT, BONE! 
yOU writes A SN] | A LOVE POETRY 
A REAL ROWZER OF \ || IS “BOUT TH’ 

A RHYME, SEE? ONLY CHANCE {\ 
THEN THORN GETS | | YER GONNA 
TH’ ROMANTIC PART GET? 

WITHOUT YOU < 
STANDIN’ THERE TO 

REMIND HER HOW 
DOOFY LOOKIN’ 
YOU IS! 


JJ 
SWOLLEN POOLS... 


NOW YER S¥ YOUR LIPS IS LIKE 


TALKIN’: 


SWEEPS HER 


OFF HER FEET! 
ALL RIGHT. 


ALL RIGHT. 
I CAN DO 


IT 
MYSELF? 
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THE MYSTERY Cow 


AT LAST’ 


I’LL BE BACK 
TO HELPS WITH 
TH’ SUICY PARTS! 


LOOK! LOOK! COMRADE, 
IT IS HE? THE LITTLE 
BONE CREATURE... 


..- THE MOIST, ARE YOU SURE YES, ’M SURE! THE ONE WE’RE NOT 
SUCCULENT, WE’RE ALLOWED TO EAT HAS A STAR ON ITS 
MARBLED ALLOWED TO CHEST / 
WITH FAT, EAT THAT ONE? 

LITTLE BONE THEY ALL 
CREATURE’ LOOK ALIKE 


YOU’RE 
RIGHT! 


IT’S THAT CATCH HIM 2s 
TROUBLE- AND TAKE HIM Yi 
T 


MAKER oO 
FONE BONE? tod? KINGPOK? 


eon A 


FORGET KINGDOK! OH, REALLY? NO iT DOES NOT THAT’S TOO 
IF WE KEEP HIM FOR DOES THAT 4 BAD. HE 
OURSELVES, WE CAN INCLUDE BAKING INCLUDE THAT / WOULD’VE 
DO ANYTHING WE HIM IN A IT INCLUDES ° MADE A FINE 


PASTRY 


EATING HIM FILLING. 


QUICHE? 
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THE MYSTERY Cow 


i UPON Your Feet 
You have ten toes, 
They look just like... 


Po- ta- toes / 
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THE MYSTERY Cow 


” ALL RIGHT, PHONEY BONE’ IT’S NOON! 
SHOW US TH’ 
MYSTERY COW! 


— 


Te Oy, TS 
4 
c/; 4 e il 
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THE MYSTERY Cow 


BLOODY STARS!” 
ITS GONNA KICK 
DOWN TH’ FRONT 
OF TH’ BARN! 


WHAT DO 
yOu THINK? 


THEY’RE GONNA 
START TH’ RACE 
PRETTY SOON? 


WE BETTER 
GET BACK 


Yl TO TH’ TRACK IF WE 
Yr WANNA GET GOOD 


TU SEATS! 


HEY FHONEYS 


YOU GOT THAT 


WELL, GUYS! 
WHADDYA SAY WE 
GO HAVE A LOOK 

AT HER? 


NOT ME, BROTHER! \ | 
I’VE SEEN ENOUGH! 


THAT MONSTER’S 
GONNA KILL POOR 
OL’ GRAN’MA BEN! 


, OH? 

YOU HEAR THAT? 
SOUNDS LIKE THEY’RE 
RINGIN’ TH’ BELL ON 
TH’ VILLAGE 
GREEN’ 


DON’T FORGET! 
TH’ BETTIN’ BOOTH 
WILL BE OPEN 
RIGHT UP TO 
TH’ STARTIN’ BELL! TELL ALL 
your 
FRIENDS! 
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THE MYSTERY Cow 


PUT ON YOUR 
WARM-UP BLANKET? 
WE GOT TEN MINUTES 
TO GET YOU TO TH’ 
STARTING LINE’ 


—N 


AYE, AYE, 
CAP'N. 


‘o~Sy ‘ | 


SMOOTH 


AS SILK’ 


THIS’LL BE A PIECE BUT ONCE 
OF CAKE IF YOU DON’T L YOU/RE IN TH’ 
MESS IT UP? TREES, LET 
TH’ OL’ BAT 


AN? HIDE THIS 


MAYBE YOU BEAUTIFUL, 


I LOOK IN 4 
MY i Nees Ae HANDCRAFTED 
WARM-UP } eeioe COW suit?! 


BLANKET? YOU’/RE CRAZY! 
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THE MYSTERY Cow 


OH, HELLO, THORN’ 
I’M ON MY WAY TO 
TH’ STARTING LINE. 4 
I WANT TO GET A 
LOOK AT THIS 
MYSTERY COW? 


WELL, DON’T 
WORRY ABOUT A 
THING! YOU’RE GET GOING. 
GOING TO DO IS MY 
FINE! NUMBER ON 
STRAIGHT? 


IT’S STRAIGHT. NOT SINCE 
P ANE YO! BREAKFAST. 
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THE MYSTERY Cow 


GOOD LUCK, GRAN’MA! 
ye TT! 


I KNOW YOU CAN! 
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THE MYSTERY Cow 


2 SS 
as <> = = 


—— =— 
2 Ely 


eS 
= ——— SSS 
FS Sa 
—— ———— 


68 


THE GREAT Cow RACE 


LOOKY THERE, PHONEY! 
TH’ COWS ARE AT TH’ 
STARTING LINE! 


PERFECT! 
IT’S NOT TOO LATE 
TO SLIP YOU IN, 
BUT IT IS TOO LATE 
FOR ANYONE 
TO GET A GOOD 
LOOK AT YOU! 


snr 
es > 5 ae 
Pe ‘ “ Laas ‘Vai 
fm Boe meet Faye eur nua 


HOLD IT, SMILEY! ALL THOSE PEOPLE 
YOU’RE NOT GOIN’ : PLACED BETS WITH ME 
>, ANYWHERE UNTIL 5 ON YOU TO WIN, 
YOU TELL ME : RIGHT? 
EXACTLY WHAT 
YOU’/RE GONNA 
pO! 
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THE GREAT Cow RACE 


‘JA THINK LT FORGOT TH’ PLAN? ONCE 
TH’ RACE IS IN TH’ TREES, I LET GRAN’MA BEN 
PASS ME, BECAUSE NOBODY BET 
ON GRAN’MA BEN, AN’ THEN WHEN SHE 
WINS, YOU GET TO KEEP EVERYTHING THAT 
WAS BET ON ME. SATISFIED, CUZ? 


AN’ TRY NOT TO 
DRAW ATTENTION 
| TO YOURSELF / 


Tp PHONEY? HAVE YOU 
CIRCLE BACK ten "ZG SEEN FONE BONE? 
AN’ PICK UP ANY ~~ ~e [Oo HE’S MISSING? 


MINUTE SUCKERS 
AT MY BETTING 


WO- WELL, WELL’ NE x MADE IT BACK sUST 
Wiieihin Coes THERE YOU ARE! }4> FOR YOU, LUCIUS, 
, *| | = WAS AFRAID OL’ BUDDY! I HAD A 
I/D MISSED YOU! FEELIN’ YOU MIGHT 
lA Ree | SHOW UP! 
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THE GREAT Cow RACE 


AN’ a 
FOR YOUR SAKE, \ 
... Ob’ BUDDY... 
YOU BETTER HAVE 


TH’ FUNDS TO 
COVER THAT BET! 


THE GREAT Cow RACE 


COULD WE HAVE EVERYONE 

BEHIND TH’ ROPES, PLEASE? 

WE’RE ABOUT TO START 
TH’ COW RACE’ 


ave 
cA; Braye 
A Rae {) an! Vp i 
DID TH’ MYSTERY COW 
SHOW UP, YET? GOOD’! 
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te, 5 
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THE GREAT Cow RACE 


THIS RACE 
MIGHT BE | 
CLOSER ‘ 
THAN £ 

THOUGHT! 


WHAT’S TH’ 
MATTER? 
ss 
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THE GREAT Cow RACE 
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THE GREAT Cow RACE 
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THE GREAT Cow RACE 


WE’RE PRETTY 
HIGH UP, 
AREN’T WE? 


DON’T MOVE A 
MUSCLE. I’M 
ALMOST THERE 


STUPIP. STUPID 
RAT CREATURES! 
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THE GREAT Cow RACE 
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THE GREAT Cow RACE 


RUN, KIDS / c 
THE RAT CREATURES 
ARE AFTER ME/ 


WE COULD CUT 
WHAT’RE AHEAD OF ‘EM 


WE GONNA y ‘ 
90?! WE GOTTA RW eee 


HELP HIM! - IN TH’ 
ROAD... 


THEN WE COULD 

HANG BY OUR TAILS GOOD IDEA! 

AN’ PULL BONE 

UP INTO TH’ 

SMALLER 

BRANCHES 

WHERE TH’ SOMEBODY 
RAT CREATURES 

CAN’T GO! 
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rasa), 


ALL RIGHT, LITTLE MISS 
G MYSTERY COW... 
(' " i 
t 5 


| Sp 
Si om |i 


2+. LT THINK IT’S | 
TIME IL GOT A GOOD 
LOOK AT YOU! 


THE GREAT Cow RACE 


WHere ARE 
WE 7 


C’MON, CUZ’ 
WE’RE NOT OUT OF THIS 
RACE YET! 


SAY... THAT WASN’T 
A REAL COW: IT WAS ONE OF 
THOSE BON A 
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THE GREAT Cow RACE 


83 


THE GREAT Cow RACE 


C.G\Wr sy. 


>A AD 
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THE GREAT Cow RACE 


HOLD IT 
’ I THINK I CAN 
EVERYONE’ HEAR THEM! 


1\ 
/! las 


a 


Bowie Jah 
SF ; 1 @s 


READY?! 
aN es 
_ \ pV : 


Xs 


B ANYBODY SEE 
‘EM, YET? 
WHO’S IN 
; TH’ LEAD?! 
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THE GREAT Cow RACE 


THE GREAT Cow RACE 


THE GREAT Cow RACE 
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THE GREAT Cow RACE 


GET MY HANDS 
ON THOSE 
BONE BOYS’ 
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THE VILLAGERS 
WON’T FOLLOW US 
THIS FAR AFTER DARK! 
I THINK IT’S SAFE 
TO BRING 
PHONEY BONE 
DOWN NOW. 


LONESOME ROAD 


I THINK SO. 

IT LOOKS LIKE 
SOME OF THE 
EGG |S HARDENING 
ANP HE CAN’T MOVE 

HiS MOUTH! 


LONESOME ROAD 


a ‘eS It’s ABOUT TIME!’ GET 
I SAY WE , ME DOWN FROM HERE// 


LEANE HIM : THIS IS AN OUTRAGE’ MY HANDS ARE 
GOIN’ TO SLEEP! 


PHONCIBLE P. BONE’? YOU SHOULD THAT MOB WAS OUT 
BE GRATEFUL WE GOT YOU AWAY FOR BLOOD! WE BARELY 
~ FROM THAT ANGRY MOB AT ALL! HAD TIME TO THROW ME LIKE THEY 
WHY, IF GRAN’MA HADN’T PROMISED YOU IN TH’ CART WERE OUT FOR 
TO COVER YOUR DEBTS FROM BEFORE THEY CHANGED STAKE 
THE COW RACE, THINGS MIGHT’VE BEEN THEIR MINDS! ‘N’ 
A LOT WORSE THAN BEING TIED 
> TO A STAKE AND HIT 
WITH EGGS’ 


HOW COME THEY AN’ A STRIKING . AN’ TO WORK OFF YER DEBTS, 
DIPN’T TIE SMILEY FIGURE OF / YOU AN’ SMILEY ARE GONNA 

TO A STAKE? A COW SPLIT YER TIME BETWEEN FARM CHORES 
HE WAS TH’ ONE I MADE AT GRAN’MA’S, AND WASHIN’ DISHES 

IN TH’ COW AT THAT? FOR ME AT TH’ TAVERN! 


FOR 
HOW 
LONG?’ 
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NEVER! 


Zt WON’T 9O IT! 
yOu CAN’T MAKE ME? 


KEEP YOUR VOICES < 
DOWN!’ WE GOT AWAY 
FROM TH’ VILLAGERS, 
BUT WE GOT WORSE 

TROUBLES NOW’! 
THESE WOODS 

ARE DANGEROUS 

AT NIGHT’ 


THEY FOR ALL 
DISAPPEARED WE KNOW, 
INTO TH’ THEY MIGHT BE 
WATCHING US 
RIGHT 


FOREST. 


LONESOME ROAD 


oN 
‘ 


TH’ WAY Z SEE IT, 
‘OU BOYS ARE 


yOU BOYS A 
LUCKY TO BE agen 


WONPER 
WHAT HAPPENED 
TO ALL THE 
RAT CREATURES 
AFTER THE 


i, 
uy Y tj) 
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LONESOME ROAD 


MAYBE FONE BONE’S 
AT LEAST I’VE GOT DRAGON WILL PROTECT US. 
yOu BACK, FONE BONE’ 
I’M NEVER LETTING 
YOU OUT OF MY 


SIGHT AGAIN’ 


~ = . \! 
gm 
( , STILL BELIEVE IN DRAGONS, 
| pecvled sy DO YOU, BONE? 
| ; WELL, DON’T WORRY. IF THE 
A YOUR ATTACK, 


y 


mn ; \ 
‘= 


TH’ DRAGON IS REAL, 

LUCIUS’ HE’S GOT 

BIG, PROOPY EYES, AN’ 

FLOPPY EARS - - MAYBE IT’S 


hw ; < 
ASK GRAN’MA! if pipals THE DRAGON - a as aes 
U fe = 0 
‘ « . Ap y fl) 
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LONESOME ROAD 


RIGHT THERE 
WHERE YOU’RE 
LOOKIN’. 


I DON’T SEE ‘EM, Re ALL RIGHT. 
BUT THEY MIGHT On LET’S GET MOVING. 


BE ON T 3 / AN’ NO MORE 
aka TALKING UNTIL 
WE GET TO TH’ 


es oc home crip 


LONESOME ROAD 


ALL CLEAR! 
COME ON! 
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LONESOME ROAD 


IM 
pele we WHAT’S GOING TO 


DID IT! HAPPEN TO US, 
OH, I JUST COMRADE? 


CAN’T BEVIEVE IT’ 


THIS HOLLOW 
WILL BE A GOOD 
PLACE TO HIDE WE’LL HAVE TO HIDE 
FOR A FEW DAYS! FOR THE REST OF 
NONE he HOR pO IT! 
WE DION’T MEAN FOR IT 
TS eee IT WAS YOUR 
WHAT’LL WE DO 
IF KINGDOK FINS OUT? 


Mer 


NO ONE IS GOING TO 
FIND OUT ANYTHING 
NOW GET IN THE 
HOLLOW AND STOP 
YOUR BABBLING’ 
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LONESOME ROAD 


ALL L WANTED TO DO 
\ WE SHOULD HAVE NEVER WAS CATCH THE LITTLE 
TRIED TO GET AWAY ——, FONE BONE CREATURE! 
WITH IT! == 4 d aE 


IT TO KINGDOK! 
yOU WANTED TO CATCH IT 
-¢ AND KEEP IT FOR OURSELVES?! 


FOR OURSELVES, WE 
CAN PO ANYTHING WE WANT 
WITH IT,” YOU SAID! 


WE WERE UNDER STRICT 
ORDERS TO LAY LOw, AND 
YOU HAP TO GO AND 
START A RIOT? 


oc0oon ! 


UNLESS, OF COURSE, WE 
RUN INTO ANOTHER PATROL 
AND END UP IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 


COW KACE// 


WE’RE DEAD 
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LONESOME ROAD 


-Z@* 


ON 
: (Qs 


a 
£ oie yi 


LOOK AROUND. QUICHE, 
MAYBE FIND A AND T’LL KILL YOU. 

BABY BIRD OR A we 

DEAD SQUIRREL, 

OR SOMETHING. 


L SUPPOSE I 
WILL YOU COULD TAKE A ae yor “paall 


) Getus 
SOMETHING 


@ 2. 
ih ‘ 
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LONESOME ROAD 


WHILE YOU’RE 
UP THERE, TRY TO FIND 


SOME NICE, SOFT Ge Nihil 
GRASSES WE CAN SIT ON P 
AND BE MORE | 
COMFORTABLE. 


HERE. I FOUND 
OME EGGS TO DID YOU 
SUCK ON. REMEMBER TO 
GET THE 
GRASSES? 


a 0 


Zi . Selig rT } ] 
I DON’T KNOW L MEANT IT! 
WHY YOU SAY I JUST 
YOU'LL BO FORGOT? 
THINGS IF YOU 
CO 


ARE YOU GOING 
TO GET THE 
GRASSES? 


DON’T MEAN IT. 
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LONESOME ROAD 


AND TRY TO | 
SOME YES, COMRADE! 
¥ ANYTHING ELSE? 
ce] 
ATER IF W 


yOU CAN GET THE 
GRASSES AFTER YOU 
FINISH EATING. THANK YOU. 


Y'KNOW, 
WE COULD’VE 
HAD THESE 
EGGS INA 
QUICHE! 
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LONESOME ROAD 


AND, OF COURSE, 
THERE’S A GIANT 
WELL. . . THE HOLE IN TH’ WALL. 
WHAT TH’ HECK 
BEAMS ARE at ee 
> — SOUND. 
Jj TO THOSE POOR 
weet er MONSTERS 
DAMAGE IS > ’ 
[ ROSIE? 


THIS PLACE ROSE, I’M SERIOUS! 
LOOKS LIKE A IT WAS A THIS WASN’T SOME 
BATTLEFIELD! BIT SCARY, BUT | | BACKWOODS RAID 
YOURE LUCKY DON’T FORGET | | ON LIVESTOCK, 
YOU ESCAPED FOUGHT TH THIS WAS A FULL- 


WITH YOUR RATS BACK IN i 
NM vives’ A TH’ BIS WAR? PCE Gry RETAKE 
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THE RAT CREATURES 
HAD US SURROUNDED, 
DEAR. I HAD TO 
GET ALITTLE 
ROUGH. 


I KNOW THAT, 
DEAR. THAT’S 
WHY I ASKED 
YOU TO 
COME ALONG. 


a 


LONESOME ROAD 


THAT’S ALSO WHY I ASKED YOU IT WAS RIGHT NOW, 


AGAINST THEYRE THE 
TO HELP ME RE USIN 
, Os Tey Swi) a MY BETTER ONLY CLUE T’VE 


JUDGMENT! GOT. TH’ RAT 
WHY PIP WE CREATURES ¢ 
SAVE THEM? ATTACKED TH’ 
FARMHOUSE 
BECAUSE THEY 
WERE LOOKING 
FOR THE 
BONES! 


I GRILLED HIS COUSIN 
TROUBLEMAKER,| {ff < 
I KNEW THAT SNEAKy > ALL RIGHT, BUT! | igen THE LI CLAMS : 
I DON’T THINK . 
PHONEY BONE WAS A | HE’S GOT ANY ples CRETE PEPORE 
TROUBLEMAKER!? 


MORE IDEA 
ABOUT WHAT’S . THEY CAME TO OUR VALLEY. 


GOIN’ ON 
THAN 
WE DO! 


FONE BONE’S 
A GOOD ONE. 
AND £ HMM. 
THINK HE HAS A WHAT ABOUT TH’ 
CRUSH ON THORN’ GOOFY ONE? SMILEY? 
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LONESOME ROAD 


NOT ONLY THAT, BUT THORN 
THINKS THEYRE ALL INNOCENT? 
SHE’S A GOOD JUDGE OF 
CHARACTER, AND I TRUST MY 
GRANPPAUGHTER’S 
INTUITION? 


YOU TELLIN’ 
ME 
EVERY THING, 

ROSE 


THEN WHAT ARE WE 

DOIN’ HERE? IF THOSE SOMETHING 
CREATURES COME BACK ABOUT TH’ WAY 
WITH A BIGGER WAR PARTY, } RAT CREATURES 
WE WON’T BE ABLE TO WORK, AND MY 
HOLD ‘EM OFF! y- GUESS |S THAT 
THEYRE GONNA 
LAY LOW FOR A 


LAY Low?! ; 
THEY ATTACKED THEY DIDN’T 

TH’ COW RACE ATTACK TH’ RACE. 
IN BROAD THEY WERE 

DAYLIGHT? AS SURPRISED AS 
WE WERE! 


WHAT ARE THEY YOU CAN’T 
uP TO? IT. FIGHT ‘EM 
; Y 
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LONESOME ROAD 


SO, LITTLE FONE BONE 
REALLY DOES KNOW ABOUT 
THE DRAGON’ 


L THINK WE’RE SAFE 
FOR A WHILE. LET’S 
WAIT AN’ WATCH FOR 

A FEW DAYS... 


IN THE MEANTIME, 
I’M GONNA ENTOY 
EVERY MINUTE OF 
KEEPIN’ THAT RUNT 
PHONEY BONE BUSY? 


THEN WE CAN 
START 
REBUILDING 
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4 I HAVEN’T DECIDED 
WS WHAT TO DO, LUCIUS. 
SHE MIGHT BE IN MORE 
DANGER IF SHE KNOWS” 
SHE HASN’T REACHED THE 
TURNING, YET. 


TOLD HER 
TH’ REST? 


«+e THERE’S STILL TH’ POSSIBILITY 
THAT THIS IS BETWEEN THE 
RAT CREATURES AND THE BONES, 
ANP HAS NOTHING TO PO 
WITH THORN. 


BUT FIRST, WE BETTER 
TRY TO GET SOME SLEEP 
WHILE TH’ SUN IS OUT? 


LONESOME ROAD 


WE’RE ALL BEAT FROM TRAVELING 
ALL NIGHT! LET’S TRY TO GET 
SOME SHUT-EYE! 


GET 
SOME SLEEP 
ON TH’ ROAD? 


ASEAN 


<a 
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LONESOME ROAD 


LONESOME ROAD 


L know that I am short, |) 
bald, and have a | 
2) eae aes 


Signed, 
a secret aamirer 
XX OOO 


{ 
\ 
\ 
U a 
Sets, Ss 
\ R; ome tie 
NE SB SZ 
‘ Aer oO C 
Ja 
\ 
\ \ 


UP ON THE ROOF 


- 
WHAT TH’ HECK’VE ~~ 

> YOU BEEN DOIN’?! je. } 
WHY DIDN’T YOU TAKE 


TH’ ROPE? YOU KNEW TL 
WAS ON TH’ 
OTHER SIDE OF 
TH’ ROOF WAITIN’ 


WELL, Y’KNOW, 
I WAS THINKIN’. . . 


I MEAN, MAYBE 
WE’RE NOT THINKIN’ 
BIG ENOUGH’! 
HANE WE REALLY 
COVERED Abb TH’ 
ANGLES? 


OKAY, PAY ATTENTION. 
WHAT IS IT 
WE’VE REALLY GOT HERE? 
HUH? HUH? 
SEE, WHAT Z THINK WE’VE GOT 
IS THIS REALLY BIG 
HOLE! 


CONTEMPLATIN’ 
TH’ SCALE OF 


STAY WITH ME, NOW! 

I JUST WANNA RUN THIS BY 
YOU ~ - TAKE YOUR 
TEMPERATURE ON IT - - 
SEE IF YOU’RE 
HOT! 


WAIT FOR 
ME’ 


UP ON THE 


HOLD MY HAT WE SHOULD TAKE 
FOR A MINUTE, ADVANTAGE OF THIS 
WILL YA? SOUTHEASTERN EXPOSURE. 
NOW, I DON’T KNOW 
ABOUT yOu, BUT I’M 
PICTURING A GLASSED-IN 
ATRIUM... 


BACK 
IN BONEVILLE 
YOU WERE TH’ 
VILLAGE IDIOT, 
WEREN’T 


LI USED TO DO THAT 
FOR A LOT OF FOLKS! 
HELP “EM OUT. 

I LIKE TO DO THAT. 
I LIKE TO 
HELP PEOPLE! 


ROOF 


..» AN’ HERE’S 
WHERE WE PUT 
TH’ SACUZZI/ 


ACTUALLY, IT WORKED FOR MY 
COUSIN PHONEY. HE WAS TH’ RICHEST 
BONE IN BONEVILLE, BEFORE 
THEY RAN US OUTTA TOWN. 

LI DION’T WORK FOR HIM ALL TH’ TIME, 
THOUGH. JUST KINDA DID ODD TOBS FOR 
HIM WHENEVER HE NEEDED 
SOMETHIN’ DONE. 


TORTURE 
PEOPLE IS 
MORE LIKE 
IT. NOW YOU GOT 
ME HOMESICK? 
I MISS 
BONEVILLE’ 


UP ON THE ROOF 


THERE WAS THIS 
GREAT PLACE DOWN IN TH’ THAT WAS MY REAL 
PARK BY THE OL’ STATUE OF JOB, Y’KNOW/ 
BIG JOHNSON BONE < CHASE AWAY TH’ 
WHERE YOU COULD PIGEONS AN’ GET 
SIT AN’ FEED TH’ BIRDS.... THOSE LITTLE PIECES 
OF BREAD... 


YIU AH!, 


HAND M 
SMILEY? THOSE SHAKES 
Z’M NOT HANGIN’ SO I CAN START 
AROUND HERE FOR MY SHINGLING 
HEALTH? 2’M 
TRYIN’ TO FIX ANYTHING 
TH’ ROOF!! I CAN 
DO TO 
HELP? 


YES. WELL, IF HALF OF TH’ 
GIMME ENOUGH HOW MANy \-4 PILE IS FOR YOUR SIDE OF 
FOR MY SIDE. IS THAT? TH’ ROOF, AN’ HALF IS 

WHOLE PILE yOu FIGURE IT OuT! 


UNDER HERE. 


UP ON THE ROOF 


TWo! 


TWO AND A 
HALE! WAIT! 
WHAT BO YOU DO WITH... 
THE DENOMINATOR 


STOP IT! i WHADDYA WANNA GO BACK TO 
REACH IN THERE . BONEVILLE FOR?’ IT’S NOT ENOUGH FUN 


AND GET ME . iad 
HALE GAY To TORTURE reorLe HERE?! 


TH’ ROPE’S 
TOO SHORT! 


ay} 
e 
-. 
V/ 
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UP ON THE ROOF 


IT AIN'T 
BONEVILLE, 


BUT IT’LL DO. 
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WATCH DUTY 


HIGH ALOFT IN TH’ 
CROSS-TREES WAS 
THAT MAD TASHTEGO! 


AS HE STOOD HOVERING OVER YOU 
HALF SUSPENDED IN AIR, SO WILDLY AND 
EAGERLY PEERING TOWARDS THE HORIZON, 
YOU WOULD HAVE THOUGHT HIM SOME 
PROPHET OR SEER BEHOLDING THE SHAPOWS 
OF FATE, AND BY THOSE WILD CRIES 
ANNOUNCING THEIR COMING~- -- 


THAR SHE BLOWS! 
THERE! THERE! THERE // 


SHE BLOWS! SHE BLOWS! 


f WHAT IN TH? 
WORLD IS GOIN’ 
ON HERE?! 


(NYSAW 
SSX nk, 


OH, HELLO, WHY NOT? YOU 
MIZ “POSSUM! init WERE READING IT 


I WAS JUST 
READING OH, My: YOU WANT TO THORN 


TO HEAR 


FROM 
MOBY DICK! WERE ABOUT 
MOBY DICK?! IVE 


ARE YOU BUILT UP 
MORE SO ft A 


CAN HEAR IT, TOLERANCE. 
TOO’ 


Y MAYBE Z’LL 
READ IT LATER. 
SO, WHAT BRINGS 

YOU BY, 
MIZ “POSSUM? 


WE’RE MAKING PROGRESS. 
THE RAT CREATURES DID 
_ A LOT OF DAMAGE! 


WATCH DUTY 


OH, YOU KNOW ME, BONE! 
I’M ALWAYS GHECKIN’ UP 


ON THINGS - - 
MAKIN’ SURE 
EVERYBODYS 

OKAY! 


ISN’T IT 
TERRIBLE? 


I SEE YOU BEEN 
WORKIN’ ON TH’ FARMHOUSE’ 
HOW’S THAT GOIN’? 


AN’ NOT A MOMENT TOO SOON! 
YOU NEVER KNOW WHEN THOSE 
HOOLIGANS MIGHT COME BACK’ 


GRAN’MA THINKS 
TH’ RAT CREATURES 
WILL STAY AWAY 

FOR A WHILE. 


AT LEAST 
yOU PATCHED 
THAT HOLE 
IN TH’ 


WELL, YOU/RE 
PROBABLY ALL 
RIGHT DURIN’ 
TH’ DAYTIME, 
BUT DON’T TAKE 
CHANCES AT 
NIGHT! YOU'RE 
NOT STILL 
SLEEPIN’ OUTSIDE, 


, MA’AM! 
WE’RE ALL SLEEPIN’ 
INDOORS’ 
IN TH’ BIG ROOM 
DOWNSTAIRS! 


AS SOON AS 
LUCIUS AND SMILEY 
FINSH THE ROOF, 
WE’LL MOVE INTO 
THE BEDROOMS 
UPSTAIRS. 


WATCH DUTY 


AN’ WHAT ABOUT THAT GREEDY COUSIN SERVES HIM RIGHT! WELL, I'D LOVE 
OF YOURS? PHONEY BONE? 1 HEAR HE TO STAY AN GOSSIP ALL DAY, BUT I LEFT 
CAUSED Quite A RUCKUSAT THAT TH’ KIDS WITH MIZ HEDGEHOG, AN’ £ 
COW RACE! PROMISED I WOULDN’T BE GONE LONG. 


GRAN’MA’S 
MAKIN’ HIM 
SHOVEL OUT 

TH’ BARN... 


SILLY ME! THAT’S WONDERFUL! 
I ALMOST FORGOT OKAY! NOW I REALLY 
TO ASK... MUST BE LEAVING! 
TH’ BOYS WANTED ME TO IF YOU NEED ANYTHING 
FIN? OUT HOW YOUR AT ALL, YOU JUST 
GRANDMOTHER DID IN HOLLER, 
TH’ RACE, DEAR! YOU HEAR? 


- - UST SMEAR THAT 
GOO OVER IT! 
SEALS UP ANYTHING! mee ee 
GUARANTEED? / 
MIZ.’POSSUM. 


OH! AN? THAT 
STUFF IN TH’ PAN? 
IF YOU HAVE ANY LEAKS 
IN THAT NEW ROOF 
OF YOURS - --- 


WATCH DUTY 


SHE’S RIGHT ABOUT NOT 
TAKING CHANCES AFTER DARK. 
WE SHOULD START BACK. 


~ Wr, -~ 


~ ms... _ 


YOU SHOULD GET 
SOME SLEEP. 
LI PON’T MIN? 
STAYING UP BY 
MYSELF. 


I’LL STAY UP 
WITH YA IF 
YA WANT. 


I HAVEN’T HAD ONE FOR A FEW 
DAYS NOW, BUT LI KEEP WAITING. I’M 
ALMOST AFRAID TO GO TO SLEEP 
AT NIGHT! 


WHOSE TURN 
IS IT TO STAY 
UP ON WATCH 


, 
D 
| 
2 
4 


i 


Vz. 


pil) 


wae 
a 


BESIDES, AS LONG AS I’M 
AWAKE, I CAN’T HAVE ANY MORE 
OF THOSE PREAMS/ 


DID 
yOu HAVE 
ANOTHER WEIRD 
DREAM? 


Y’KNOW, I CAN’T 
THINK OF A 
SINGLE DREAM I’VE 
HAD SINCE I CAME 
TO THIS VALLEY. 


6 WN 


NOT ONE? 
DO YOU USUALLY 
REMEMBER YOUR 
DREAMS? 


—=s= 


WATCH DUTY 


I ALWAYS 
REMEMBER MY 
DREAMS’ 


HMM. \ 
WELL, THINGS ARE 


A LOT DIFFERENT HERE 
THAN THEY ARE IN 
BONEVILLE’ MAYBE 

you JUST NEED SOME 

TIME TO ADSUST. 


YOU’RE TOO HARD ON HIM. AY 
BACK WHERE YOU’RE FROM, 
PHONEY WAS WEALTHY! IMAGINE 
WHAT IT MUST BE LIKE TO FIND 
YOURSELF IN A PLACE WHERE 
EVERYTHING YOU VALUE IS 

COMPLETELY WORTHLESS! 


THAT JUST 
MEANS 
HE’S UP 


TO 
SOMETHIN’! 
HE 


NEVER 
LEARNS? 


BOY? 
WHO NEEDS TO DO 
A LITTLE ADJUSTING! 


ME?! 
ELL TELL YA 


PHONEY BONE! 
WHY? HE’S FINALLY 
STARTING TO FIT IN 
AROUND HERE’ 
AT LEAST HE’S STOPPED 
COMPLAINING ABOUT 
HIS CHORES/ 


YEAH. PHONEY SURE 
LOVED HIS MONEY! 
WHAT I WOULON’T HAVE 
GIVEN TO SEE HIS FACE 
WHEN HE FOUN? OUT YOU 
DON’T USE MONEY HERE’ 


YOU’RE RIGHT! 


HiS SAW 
MUST’NE HIT 
TH’ FLOOR WHEN 
HE FIGURED OUT 
YOUR WHOLE 
ECONOMY 
IS BASED 
ON POULTRY 
PRODUCTS! 


A LITTLE 
HONEST WORK, 
AND 
CLEAN, SIMPLE 
LIVING WILL 
DO HIM 


WATCH DUTY 


\] 7 
HEY, FONE BONE, PHONEY’S WHAT TH’ HECK IS 
COME UP WITH A NEW PLAN S| TAKIN’ YOU SO LONG?! 
C’MON/ C’MON! 
YOU GOT ANY IDEA HOW 
HARD IT IS TO GET ‘EM 
TO SIT IN THOSE | 
LITTLE CHAIRS?// 


NSS 5 
aunt Shei. 


ate 
SST 


OH, YEAH. 


HE’S ADJUSTED 
WELL. 


WATCH DUTY 


PIP YOU 
HEAR THAT? 
THERE’S SOMEONE 
° OuT THERE, 
WE’VE BEEN HOLD ON’ HOLD ON’ 
I’LL TAKE A 
LOOK! 


WATCH DUTY 


ARE YOU SURE? 
L THOUGHT L HEARD 
SOMETHING MOVING 


UP THERE! WOULD YOU RELAX? 
NOBODY IS GOING TO 

FIND US! 
QUIT BEIN’ SO 

JUMPY! 


WELL, YOU’D BE I HAVE BEEN L CAN'T! I HAVEN’T 
JUMPY, TOO, IF YOU'D 2 HIDING IN A LI HAVE THIS FEELING STOPPED 
BEEN HIDING IN A (( HOLE IN TH’ GROUND THAT WE’RE BEING “/ CHECKING 
FOR FOUR DAYS! \ WATCHED! IN FOUR PAYS/! 
WHY DON’T 


capes ue 
x LK CHECK FOR 
CHECKING’ A WHILE?! 


BUT IF THERE’S 
SOMEONE OUT THERE, 
IT WAS YOU WHO STARTED THAT 
RIOT AT THE COW RACE! 


YOU’RE A 
PAIN IN TH? 
BuTT, yOu 

KNOW THAT? 


WATCH DUTY 


WASN’T ANYBODY OUT THERE, 
WAS THERE? 


NO. BUT THERE 


COULD’VE BEEN. KINGPOK WILL NEVER FIN? US! 
WE’RE SAFE HERE! NOW SHUT UP 
AN? GO TO SLEEP! 


WATCH DUTY 


I CAN’T SLEEP 
MY NERVES ay 
ARE SHOT! YOUR 
AN? IT’S ALL NERVES ARE 
BECAUSE OF SHOT BECAUSE 
YOURE A PAIN 
IN TH’ BUTT! 


DON’T YOU 
TAKE THAT 
TONE OF 
VOICE WITH 


I HEARD 
SOMETHING 
GO UP AN’ AGAIN?! 
yOu JUST 
LOOKED! 


PLEASE’ 
PLEASE GO 


ALL RIGHT. 


i 
, VA ALL RIGHT. 


WATCH DUTY 


THERE! SATISFIED?! 
THERE’S NO ONE 
OUT HERE! 


NOW, GO TO SLEEP, 
YOU BIG, FAT PAIN 
IN TH’ - - - 3% 


YOUR MAJESTY! 
FANCY MEETING 
yOu HERE! 


WATCH DUTY 


KINGDOK! 
it WAS 
HIS IDEA! 
L TRIED TO 
STOP HIM! 
es 


a fq 
. 
Aah” 


fal Gani ae 
ACCIDENT, SIRE! 
WE DIDN'T MEAN TO 
UPSET THE VALLEY 
CREATURES’ 
COW RACE! 


BUT YOU KNOW 
WHAT? 

L HATE THE 
FLAT-LANDERS, AN? I 
HATE THE OLD COW 

WOMAN, AN? £ } 
REALLY HATE THOSE 
STUPID , 
COW RACES’ 


FOR ONCE, 


YOU TWO 
MESSED UP, AND 
crates 

i UT IT? 


AM f NOT KINGPOK?? 
Z WILL DISCIPLINE MY TROOPS 
THE WAY & SEE FIT/? 


. 


I SHOULD 
KILL 
yOU BOTH... 


TH - THEN... 

YOU’/RE NOT 

GOING TO 
KILL US? 


BuT- - BUT WHAT 
ABOUT TH’ 
HOODED ONE? 
WE WERE UNDER 
LAY Low! 


WATCH DUTY 


IVS A THOUGHT YOU MIGHT 
SACK FULL ENTOY A GOOD, HOT 
F MEAL TONIGHT! HEH, HEH, HEH. 
RABBITS! THEY’RE ALL SKINNED 
AN’ EVERYTHING! 


GOOD JOB, 
BOYS! CARRY ON! 


“al \\e 


\ 
Ny 

| 
\ 


WATCH DUTY 


Z AM LEARNING 7 

TO PLAY. THE ~ 3 i GOOpP 
RED DRAGON IS > ' TEACHER. 
TEACHING ME. 


cP - -- 3 : } 
, YOU ARE 
' PRACTICING. 
. ; YOU ARE A 
. J GOOD 
PUPIL. 


WATCH DUTY 


7 MAYL GO 
OUT AND SIT IN 
THE GARDEN? 


I 
) ‘a 

KY 
Su" \ 


See ee 
ee a 


NO 
TS» 
ee a. : 


Sa 


20 


WATCH DUTY 


COME TO ME, 


WHERE ARE 
you? 

IL CANNOT 

SEE YOU. STEP A 


LUTTLE 


YOU WILL... 


CLOSER... 


«+. YOU SEE? 
GOOD GIRL... 
I HAVE... 
COME 


FOR YOU... 


21 


DO NOT BE FRIGHTENED .... 
«+. CLOSER... I CANNOT 
REACH YOU ... 


22 


WATCH DUTY 


FONE BONE? 
I FELL ASLEEP ON 
GUARD DUTY... 
ZZK--- y-\ 
I 


“TWO MILES OFF | GAN ‘ 
AW LEE-BEAM! \e9), naa 
fh WHOLE UA AVR) LOWER TH’ 
SCHOOL Y, 
OF THEM... 


THERE! THERE! 
THERE ! 
sie Blows / 


she BLOWS! 
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THAR 
SHE 

Blows / 
THERE! 
THERE! 


SHE BLOWS’ 


THERE GO 
TH’ FLUKES/ 


ON TH’ LEE-BEAM? WE DON’T WANT HIM TO 
TWO MILES OFF? GET AWAY, MR. ISHMAEL! = Jie 


MOBY BONE 


PHONEY BONE!’ DON’T 
YOU RECOGNIZE ME? 
IT’S ME! 
FONE BONE’ 


THIS ISN’T 
A BOAT! 
IVS A 
COFFIN’ WHERE’S My } 
LANCE? 


by 


Y PHONEY! STOP! 
THAT’S NOT MOBY 
DICK! IT’S 


SMILEY 
Gal \ 
WONWNO 9\ 


BONE! 
ey (Leer 7777 
were 
=a) 
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WHEN YER ON MY 
SHIP, YE’LL ADDRESS 
ME AS CAPTAIN AHAB! 
S( NOW HELP ME GET THIS 
BOAT OVER TH’ SIDE! 


Pirie Z / 


HANG ON, LAD! 
WE'RE GOIN’ FER TH’ 


| | ) RIDE OF OUR LIVES /_) 


> 


MOBY BONE 


27 


MoBY BONE 


28 


MOBY BONE 


PLEA: 
DON’T 
LEAVE 


29 


MOBY BONE 


30 


MOBY BONE 


JEEZ! TH’ SUN’S 
BEEN UP FOR HOURS! 


HELLO? 


GRAN’MA? 
THORN? 
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WONDER WHERE 
EVERYBODY |S? 
PHONEY? 


HMMM. MUST BE 
OUT AN’ ABOUT 
ALREADY! 


MOBY BONE 


<>, 
x7 ae 


HEY, TED/ 
PURTY GOOD! 


HOW YOU DOIN’, HOW “BOUTS YOU? 
YOU OL’ BUG, BEEN WORKIN’ 
ON YER 
LOVE POETRYS 
FOR 


THORN? 


6 See 
AS 


A 
~~ sn ae 


oy 7 
YE Ir’ / THAT ONE DOESN’T 
I’M NOT A BOY: I LL SAY: COUNT! THE 
VERY GOOD I REAP THAT ONE YOU RAT CREATURES 
LEFT IN TH’ FOREST? INTERRUPTED 
v 


“UPON YOUR FEET 
{ YOUHAS TEN TOES, 
THEY LOOKS JES LIKE 
PO-TA-TOES.” 
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MOBY BONE 


AN’ DON’T WORRY 
“BOUT NO ONE ELSE | 
READIN’ THAT 
LOVE POETRY! 
IL TORE THAT 
STINKER UP TO 
KINGDOM COME! 


I’LL BE SURE 
TO MENTION IT, 
NEXT TIME THEY 

TRY TO 
EAT ME! 


yy 


_ Ww / 


Se: 


GRANNY AN’ LUCIUS 


WELL, I KINDA 
IS PLOWIN’ UP TH’ 


q OVERSLEPT. 


I WASN’T BACK FIELD, AN’ 
SURE WHERE THORN IS DOWN 
EVERYBODY GETTIN’ WATER, AN’ 


YER COUSINS IS 
OFF SOMEWHERES 
TAKIN’ A BREAK! 


WAS’ 


WSS 
ur \| (33 ; 


WELL, I’SE OFF! 
A BUG’S DAY IS 
CHOCK FULL OF 
IMPORTANT LITTLE 
(a DETAILS TO ATTEND 
TO! SEE YA, 


33 


SO WHAT’RE 

YOU DOIN’ HERE, 
INSTEAD OF DOWN 
AT TH’ SPRINGS 
FETCHIN’ FRESH 
WATER WITH 


OKAY, OKAY. 


L GET TH’ 
IDEA. 


HEY, TH’ DAYS 


HALF OVER, 
LUNCHTIME BONE! 
ALREADY? GET WITH IT, 


MAN! 


BREAKTIME! 

OH, BOY? Z’LL 
GET MY STUFF AN’ 
WORK ON MY 
NEW POEM 
FOR THORN’ 


MOBY BONE 


NOW TO FIND A NICE, 
QUIET SPOT TO 


THIS LOOKS GOOD! A SUN- DRENCHED 
MEADOW BESPECKLED WITH WILD 
FLOWERS, AN’ TH’ AIR FILLED WITH 
WAFTED SCENTS OF HONEYSUCKLE 
AN’ MARIGOLDS! 


= 


ASS 
= SO 
S\ 


Pd 


OH, YES? THIS IS GOOD! 
THIS IS REAL GOOD! 


AMM, HMM, UA, 
AMM, 


I WONPER WHAT RHYMES WITH 
SMOOTH, BROWN 
THIGH? 


Mi iy 
MA Wy 


iN 
AN 


PREFERABLY 
SOMEPLACE 
PRIVATE, 


RNS 


YEAH, YEAH! THIS IS TH’ PERFECT 
PLACE TO WORK ON MY ULTIMATE 
EXPRESSION OF LOVE FOR THORN? 
LET’S SEE... A ROSE IS A ROSE 
ISA ...HUM TE DUM... 


...-A ROSE! 
RIGHT! 


Wo 
IN 


Y 


HI, FONE BONE! 
WHATCHA WORKIN’ 
ON? 
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MOBY BONE 


NO, THAT’S OKAY. 
I’NE GOT IT... 


SO...B0O YOU REMEMBER 
YOUR DREAM? 


NUTHIN' 


NEED SOME 
HELP WITH 
THAT 

WATER? 


YESTERDAY YOU TOLD ME YOU COULDN’T 
REMEMBER A SINGLE DREAM YOU’VE HAD 
SINCE COMING TO THE VALLEY - - 
WELL, THIS MORNING WHEN I SAW YOU 
WERE HAVING A DREAM, ppm 
I LET YOU 
SLEEP IN! 


I HAD A STRANGE 2| 

; WEIRD? VISITOR IN MY 
TWAS ON DREAMS LAST NIGHT, 
LIKE A MOUNTAIN? TOO?! AND HE LOOKED 


UM 


aaa AN’ HE WAS LIKE yOu! 


AN’ RIGHT BEFORE I WOKE UP, LOOKIN’ AT ME 
THE DRAGON ROSE UP OUT - WITH THESE 
OF TH’ OCEAN’ REALLY INTENSE 
AN’ HE WAS EYES’ 
BIG! . 
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MOBY BONE 


XN Y N\ 
IT LOOKED LIKE YOU, WE SH D TALK 
REALLY 7 BUT IT DION’T FEEL 7 Re REGU Tis 
YOU HAD A LIKE YOU. I DON’T AN TONIGHT, 
DREAM ABOUT THINK OUR TWO PREAMS 
ARE A COINCIDENCE! 


ASKIN’? 


y 
Ke 


a DON’T YOU THINK 
HOO, HEE DAISIES WOULD HAVE 
I HOPE you AT A SET OFF MY EYES 
DON’T THINK BEAUTIFUL BETTER? 
I’M BEING BARITONE 
TOO a VOICE 
FORWARD... 5 YOU HAVE. 
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MOBY BONE 


, NO. FAIR ENOUGH. 
r eee firgea® Y NOT THAT IT’S I’LL BE ON 
HAS IT? ¢ ANY OF YOUR MY WAY. 


HEY, WAIT A MINUTE, 
DRAGON! YOU GOTTA 
HEAR ABOUT THIS PREAM 
LI HAD LAST NIGHT! 
you WERE IN IT! 


Va THORN HAP AN 
INTRUDER IN HER 
DREAMS LAST NIGHT. 


SO DID you. 


BUSINESS’ 


I SAW THIS GIANT 
IMAGE OF YOUR HEAD! 
YOU DIDN’T SAY ANYTHING~ 
YOU WERE JUST 
STARIN’ AT ME! 
WHAT PO YOU THINK? 
YOU THINK IT’S 
WEIRD THAT I/D 
HAVE A DREAM 
LIKE THAT? 
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WELCOME 
ABOARD, 
ISHMAEL. 


MOBY BONE 


Wey, YOU! 


STAY OUTTA 
MY DREAMS! 


fe) Cay, 


THAT IS SPOOKY? 
THAT IS REALLY 
SPOOKY! 


= <=. ~ 
7 NSS 
C= See Fe Ge’ 
ae Seen 
WSs... - 


SS soe 
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MoBY BONE 


HOW TH’ HECK DID DON’T THINK 
HE KNOW I WAS ISHMAEL ABOUT IT. 
IN THAT DREAM? 
THAT’S IMPOSSIBLE? 


IT’S A COINCIDENCE! NOW, WHERE WAS 1? 


Se eee 


OH, YEAH? 
MY MASTERPIECE! 
A ROSE IS A ROSE 
IS AROSE... 


TSS SS 


HOWDY, FONE BONE! AS LITTLE AS WE 
FINALLY GOT UP, CAN GET AWAY 
L SEE’ WITH! WHAT’RE 
you DOIN’? 
WRITIN’ SOMETHIN’? 


HEY, GUYS. 
WHATCHA UP 
TO? 


39 


SSE 


MOBY BONE 


WELL. WELL, WHAT HAVE 7 
WE HERE? POETRY? MISSIVES 
OF LOVE TO OUR DEAR AND 
INCREDIBLY GOOD-LOOKING 

FRIEND THORN’ 


FONE BONE, FONE BONE, 
FONE BONE! 
WRITIN’ LOVE POEMS COUPLE 
TO A GIRL, HUH? HUNPRED. 
HOW MANY OF THESE THINGS 
HAVE YOU WRITTEN TO HER? 


SHE DOES 


NOT 
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“A ROSE IS A ROSE 
IS A ROSE, 
BUT YOU, MY SWEET 
PETUNIA, 
IS A ROSE THAT MY 
NOSE ONLY KNOWS” 


WHAT’S THAT 
SUPPOSED TO 
MEAN? 


JEEZ! THORN 
MUST THINK YOU/RE 
A DROOLING IDIOT 
By NOW! 


YOU'RE LETTIN’ THESE 
WOMEN-FOLK GET TO YA, 
FONE BONE’ 


WHAT DO 


PHONEY? GRAN’MA BEN 
AND THORN ARE GIVING US A 
PLACE TO LIVE! WE 
HAVE TO HELP OUT 

WITH TH’ CHORES! 


IT’S TH’ 
DINNER 


RA Wen 


Soa 


MOBY BONE 
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I SEE HOW YOU JUMP WHENEVER 
THORN WANTS YOU TO BO SOMETHING! 


3? ow 
Ave 


FONE Boy. Ee CARRY 
WATER ¢ > MELE Ne ITS 


CH, FONE 
TIME To Do TH’ LAUNDRY, / 


OH, YEAH? WELL, YOU DON’T SEE 
ME AN’ SMILEY DROP EVERYTHING 
AN’ GO RUNNIN’ EVERY TIME 
THORN AN’ GRAN’MA BEN 
SNAP THEIR FINGERS! 


HANG ON, 

GRAN’MA! 
WE’RE 
COMIN’? 


MOBY BONE 


HOLD iT, Boys! Jame 


NOT IN TH’ HOUSE! 
I WANT YA BACK 
IN TH’ YARD 
WITH ME! 


XZ i GM 


rag?) 
: ——-. O68. 
> AV WAN eS 


I DION’T CALL YA TO EAT DINNER, YA 
Ud 
WHAT GIVES, IDIOTS! I WANT YA TO 


RAANA? YEAH, WHAT’S 


MAKE DINNER! 


GOIN’ ON? 2 
IT’S WAY TOO SEE? 


WHAT’D £ 
EARLY FOR : 2 
pinueer ‘ TELL YOU? 


WOMEN 
AIN’T 
NOTHIN’ 


BUT 
TROUBLE! 


FILL THIS KETTLE WITH WATER AND 
BRING IT BACK TO TH’ CHICKEN 
COOP” AN’ BUILD A FIRE UNDER IT. YOU TWO 
I NEED THAT WATER BOILIN’, COME 
YOU GOT THAT? WITH ME. 
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MoByY BONE 
I WANT YOU BOYS TO CATCH 
YOURSELVES FOUR CHICKENS? 
WHEN SMILEYS GOT THAT WATER 
GOIN’ NICE AN’ HOT, DIP TH’ BIRDS 
IN IT/ I WANT EVERY ONE OF THEM 
FEATHERS 
GONE, SO SOAK 
‘EM GOOD! I BETTER 
BE SMELLIN’ 
WET FEATHERS 
BACK HERE! 


OF COURSE NOT, DEAR. 
YOU’RE GONNA CUT THEIR HEADS 
OFF FIRST. 


WHAT’S TH’ MATTER? 
AIN’T YOU BOYS EVER CHOPPED 
TH’ HEAP OFF A CHICKEN 
BEFORE? 


43 


OHMYGOSH. 


WE’RE GONNA 
BOIL ‘EM 
ALIVE?! 


ARE THEY 
GONNA... 
Y’KNOW ... 
RUN AROUND? TH’ 
YARD? SQUIRTIN’ 
BLOOD AN’ 
STUFF? 


OH, FER HEAVEN’S SAKES.’ IF YA 
CAN’T HANDLE A LITTLE FLAPPIN’ 
AROUND, JUST GRAB TH’ CHICKEN 
BY TH’ NECK AN’ GIVE HER 
A GOOD 
CRANK 
OVER YOUR 
HEAD - - 
THAT’LL KILL 
HER FIRST? 


ws 7M. NZ 
: f WAN! ba Wrst, 


Sa SSS 
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ROAD TRIP 


ALL RIGHT, YOU LAZY BONES! 
WAKE IT UP! 


WE’RE HEADIN’ BACK TO 
BARRELHAVEN, AN’ Z WANNA 
GET AN EARLY START! 


TODAY?/ 
RIGHT NOW? 
AW, JEEZ! 
IT’S STILL 

DARK OUT! 


GOIN’ FOR 
A 
RIDE?’ 


THAT’S RIGHT! ALL TH’ CHORES ARE . AS OF THIS MOMENT, Jig 
DONE ~ - ALL THE SPRING PLANTING’S YOU BOYS ARE 
DONE - - AND YOU KNOW WHAT MINE | 
THAT MEANS’ YOU TWO ARE COMIN’ y . 
WITH ME TO START WORKIN’ OFF 
THAT 100 TO 1 LONGSHOT BET! 
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ROAD TRIP 


THIS IS ALL YOUR FAULT, ree 

YOU KNOW. IF YOU’D WON NOBODY 

THAT STUPID COW RACE ASKED YOU WAS me THAT’S ALL 

L/D BE RICH RIGHT NOW, TO CLIMB £L GONNA PO?! YOU WERE: 

INSTEAD OF WASHIN’ INTO TH’ I CAN’T TRUST 

DISHES FOR BIGFOOT | cOw suit yOu TO PO B-A-L- A-S-S-T [ 
e 


’ : ANYTHING 
ONER THERE: ie RIGHT! 


BALLAST? 


KNOCK IT OFF! YOU TWO BETTER WE'LL EAT HAPPINESS 
NOT CRAP AROUND LIKE ON TH’ / 
Th ea °° a1; A ABOUNDING. 
NOW, C’MON, ROAD RATIONS’ 
LET’S GO! 
I LOVE THOSE 
HARD, STALE, 
STUFFED BREAD 


a THINGIES/ 


ARE WE GONNA 
EAT BREAKFAST 


HOW DID you L DION’T EVERYBODY NO NEW DREAMS FOR ME 
SLEEP LAST NIGHT, J HAVE ANY MORE OUTSIDE! > nit Eee. | 


FONE BONE? WEIRD DREAMS. 


T MOVE IT! 
ake iad MOVE IT? 
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ROAD TRIP 


GOOD MORNING, 
EVERYONE! MY! DON’T WE'RE ALL HEY. GRAN’MA! 
WE LOOK BRIGHT | PID YOU PACK. 
AND BUSHY-TAILED: ANY OF THOSE HARD, 
LITTLE, STUFFED | 
BREAD THINGIES 
FOR ME? 


OF COURSE, DEAR. WHAT DO YOU . IT’S TOO EARLY 
I MADE THEM TWO THINK, ROSE? aK TO SAY. IT MAY 
DAYS AGO, SO THEY’? IS TH’ WEATHER RAIN BEFORE YOU 
BE EXTRA STALE - - GONNA & GET TO TH’ VILLAGE. 
JUST TH’ WAY YOU é 
LIKE ‘EM! 


PHONEY! YOU AND 
SMILEY BONE GET IN TH’ CART. 
WHAT ABOUT you, FONE BONE? 
YOU WANNA STAY WITH 
ME AN’ THORN, LI GET Leg 
OR GO WITH CHOOSE? 
YOUR GOUSINS? 
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ROAD TRIP 


YES, YOU GET TO WELL .... I GUESS YOU 
CHOOSE! yOu DIDN'T VW coup USE MY HELP WITH SOME OF 


BET ON TH’ COW RACE! oe 
YOURE WELCOME TO MNP CHORES. DENG Ww 


STAY HERE ON TH’ FARM 
WITH US/ I MEAN, 
you ANP THORN’ 
I MEAN Z’LL 
STAY WITH 


GOOD-BYE, WE’LL BE BACK 
BOYS! IN A FEW DAYS, 
KEEP A SHARP ROSE. 
LOOKOUT TAKE CARE OF 
ON TH’ ROAD! YOURSELF. 


I/VE GOT A FEW wie THAT’S A FINE 
THINGS TO FINISH UP OiNicnceS IDEA! BUT FEED TH’ 
BEFORE BREAKFAST. ABOUT 
YOU TWO KNOW WHAT STARTING 
YOU/RE GONNA 
DO TODAY? 
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GEE. 
WHAT A 
SURPRISE’ 


t 
t 
if 
' 
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ROAD TRIP 


IT WAS A LONG WE WERE IN LOVE, 
TIME AGO.... A a ANP WE COURTED. 
SHE WAS A A LOT OF FOLKS THOUGHT WE 
BEAUTIFUL WOMAN - - WERE GONNA GET HITCHED... 
TH’ MOST 
BEAUTIFUL WOMAN IN TH’ 
WHOLE VALLEY... 


SO WHAT HAPPENED? 


- 
WHY PIDN’T YOU }/ , HMM, THAT 
GET MARRIED? eae tO : STORM IS BLOWIN’ 
IN A LOT FASTER 
THAN I THOUGHT. 


THERE’S SOMEONE 
FOLLOWING US! 


SO 


ROAD TRIP 


WHERE? 
LI DON’T LES IT WENT INTO TH’ 


SEE BUSHES!’ IT WAS A 
ANYTHING! RAT CREATURE! 


ARE YOU SURE? ROSE ISN’T ALWAYS ... BUT THAT 
MAYBE IT WAS RIGHT. WE’RE MEANS WE’RE 
TH’ WIND FAR ENOUGH AWAY cut OFF! 
BLOWIN’ TH’ L THOUGHT FROM TH’ PRAGON’S WE HAVE TO 
BUSHES GRAN’MA BEN PROTECTION THAT MAKE IT TO TH’ 
AROUND... SAI? IT WAS SAFE THEY MIGHT VILLAGE ON 
TO MAKE THIS ATTACK US... ? OUR OWN’? 


SMILEY!’ GET OUT AND 
RIDE TH’ EXTRA COW - - 
b, IF WE HAVE TO MAKE A 
RUN FOR IT, WE NEED TO 
LIGHTEN UP TH’ CART! 


Si 


ROAD TRIP 


LOOKS LIKE A STORM 
IS BLOWING IN. 


HEY, CHECK THESE ) '( YEAH! THESE ARE GRAN’MA’S 
ROCKS OUT-- 4 GOOP LUCK CHARMS J 

THEY HAVE LITTLE |) > SHE BROUGHT WITH HER) 
CARVINGS ALL JI | FROM THE SOUTH. _@ 

\ OVER THEM. —<~ fe | | > boo sie 


SHE SAYS IT’S A CUSTOM WELL, YOU i 
WHERE SHE COMES FROM TO KEEP THEM HAVE TOO Mule “a Sur oR Age 
IN YOUR GARDEN. GOOP LUCK. 4 THEY WON’T 
= WARD OFF 
GHOST CIRCLES! 


ROAD TRIP 


4 DON’ : : / HAVE YOU EVER WALKED 
WARP OFF . a ire a el \ IN THE WOODS AT NIGHT 
WHAT? GHOST CIRCLE | ! ‘\ AN? COME ACROSS A 
is? : J COLD SPOT? AND 
; 1 SUDDENLY A CHILL RUNS 
UP YOUR SPINE? 


e \ THEY’RE SUPPOSED TO BE OPENINGS 
THAT’S A TO THE SPIRIT WORLD. 
GHOST CIRCLE! I GUESS IN THE OLD DAYS, 
THEY WERE PRETTY DANGEROUS. 


I HEARD A STORY ONCE 
THAT A LITTLE GIRL STEPPED 
INTO A GHOST CIRCLE AND 
WAS NEVER HEARD FROM 
AGAIN? 


L FELT 


: t 
DROP! HERE IT 


I THINK TH’ : 
STORM |S Run FO } 
GONNA 
START! ARN 


MS AS 
AN \ aN NY \ 
WY \Y aN 
wan a Ay ae t 


x — 


Vi Wh | \ \\ Wy \ 
\ A \\ 
‘S A \ \ q \\ a . “i \ a on 
1X ANS \\ " \\N \\ \ \ 
WW \\ i 
m . \ Lane \\\K 


ROAD TRIP 


WHOA / 


WE GOT 
CREAMED! 


LET’S 
SIT DOWN. 


I LOVE BEING IN 
THE BARN WHEN 
IT STORMS. 


I HOPE PHONEY 
AND SMILEY ARE 
OKAY. 


A LITTLE 
RAIN WON’T 
HURT 
THEM. 


IT ONLY RAINED 
ON US FOR A MOMENT, 
ANP I’M SOAKED! 


LISTEN TO ALL 


THE DROPS LOOK OUTSIDE! 


HITTING IT’S LIKE 
THE NIGHT 


ROOF. OUT THERE! 


IL WASN’T 
THINKING 
ABOUT 
THE 
RAIN. 


I’M SURE THEYRE 
SAFE. LUCIUS WIL 
PROTECT THEM... 


IT’S TIME TO 
TALK ABOUT THE 
EAMS . 


ROAD TRIP 


A DON’T KNOW WHAT’S 
)\. WORSE! WAITIN’ FOR TH’ 
| c Ss, <{ 


ROAD TRIP 


WALK YOUR COW r HERE. TAKE THIS KNIFE AN’ KEEP y 


OVER T! ne y YER HEAD DOWN... I’M 
BUT DO i ecewes: GONNA TRY TO STALL ‘EM | 
DON’T MAKE SO SMILEY CAN GET PAST US... 

ANY SUDDEN MOVES. EE 


WHY HAVE 
2 YOU STOPPED 
IY US 7/ 
AAD 


¥ 


GINE US THE ...GIVEIT TOUS... 
CREATURE ... Wy | . AND WE WILL LET yOu 
.. WITH THE YJ Yp bie GO ON YOUR WAY.... 
staronits | 


SMILEY! GO! 


RUN TO TH’ TAVERN - - 
GET HELP! 
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ROAD TRIP 


ROAD TRIP 


yawrayar GIT ALONG 
DAWGIE 


HL 
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ROAD TRIP 
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ROAD TRIP 


you-- 
You'Re CRAZY // 
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ROAD TRIP 


IN THE OLD TIMES, IT WAS 
BELIEVED OUR ANCESTORS 
COULD MOVE THROUGH 
THE SPIRIT WORLD AND VISIT 


DREAMS 


ARE WINPOWS BELIEVE 


TO THE SPIRIT 


I’M NOT SURE., 
GRAN’MA 
NEVER LIKED 
TO TALK ABOUT 
DREAMS. 
ESPECIALLY MY 
DREAMS ABOUT 

>, VRAGONS. 


THAT’S 
WHAT OUR 
ANCESTORS 
BELIEVED. 


A 
WORLD 


FROM WHICH 
EVERYONE 


WHICH 
EVERYONE 
MUST 
ONE DAY 
RETURN. 


WELL, I DON’T KNOW 
ANYTHING ABOUT 
SPIRIT WORLDS, BUT 
IT SURE SEEMS LIKE 
THE DRAGON PAID ME 
A MISIT THE OTHER 
NIGHT... 


OTHER PEOPLE’S 


THAT? 
DREAMS. i? 


HIS HEAD APPEARED IN MY DREAM 
BREAKING THROUGH THE SURFACE OF 
THE OCEAN... WHEN I TOLD HIM 
ABOUT IT THE NEXT DAY, HE SAYS, 
WELCOME ABOARD, ISHMAEL! 


ONLY 
THE WEIRD THING IS 
I NEVER TOLD HIM 
THE DREAM WAS ABOUT 
MOBY DICK! _f 


ROAD TRIP 


HE SAID SCARY, HUH? HOW’? HE IN MY DREAM? I DON’T 
ISHMAEL? KNOW WHAT I WAS KNOW... 
DREAMING ABOUT? 


IT WAS A HOODED 
AND HE FIGURE. WHOEVER - - OR 
KNEW ABOUT WHATEVER -~ - IT WAS, 
THAT CREEPY I WAS VERY 
GUY IN YOUR FRIGHTENED, 
DREAM, TOO! 
SO WHO 
WAS THAT? 


AND A YES. THAT WAS M 
HE HAD YOUR GROUP OF THE DREAM 5 USED J oN EO DRAGONS 
FACE, BUT I THINK... HOODED PEOPLE TO HAVE AS A AND HOOPED PEOPLE! 
HE WAS JUST USING IT || WERE TAKING YOU LITTLE GIRL. THERE’S A PATTERN 
TO LURE ME TO HIM. OVER THE I WONDER HOW HERE, THORN! 
MOUNTAINS TO | |SAFE IT IS FOR US SOMETHING’S 
LIVE WITH TO BE TALKING GOING ON! 
THE DRAGONS ....| |ABOUT THIS... 


DID 
you 


GRAN’MA BEN KNOWS 
THE TRUTH ABOUT WHERE YOU 


HEAR WERE RAISED’ HOW COME 
SOME- SHE’S NEVER TOLD YOU? 
THING? INSTEAD, SHE TOLD YOU THAT 


DRAGONS AREN’T REAL - - 
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ROAD TRIP 
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DOUBLE OR NOTHING 


a || | 
I | At gemini "at | lite 


ae = 


yaa ie 


: Braces IN ial ; 


GRAN’MA, YOU . 


<1] DION” . HEAR you 


tr IN THE 
ARN 


l yf VW : 
1 | ~—< | \ yous SCARED 
Sy f i 
| Zh | 


Wine ‘e, Hk FP leis a 
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WHAT TH’ 

HECK WAS 
THAT ALL 
ABOUT?! 


SHE MUST 
HAVE! BUT WHY 
DID SHE GET 
SO MAD? 


C’MON? 
WE GOTTA 
CATCH 
HER! 


DOUBLE OR NOTHING 


I DON’T KNOW. 
SHE LOOKED REALLY 


DO YOU THINK 
SHE OVERHEARD US 
TALKING ABOUT 


WELL, £ DO! SOMEONE’S 
BEEN PLAYIN’ AROUND IN OUR 
HEADS GIVIN’ US NIGHTMARE 

AN’ YOUR GRANDMOTHER 

KNOWS SOMETHIN’ 
ABOUT IT? 


I DON’T KNOW, 
FONE BONE’ 
Z DON’T KNOW! 
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tl 
FONE BONE! 
| en WAIT! | | 1 | 


nM | Le | | y h i \ 


I 


| at er TEI rh | | 
ae S =a tn oo 4 f 


SHE’S NOT IN 
THE HOUSE! 


cepa 6 a fo} 
THE WOODS! 


I’M GONNA FIN? 
GRAN’MA BEN’ 


H ve Wy h" 
| i 
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ae 
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t 
SHE WAS - 
HEADED 1 THIS 1 
WAY 7LL | ; | 
FIND we! 
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YOU 
fi i SCARED US 
MmE HALF TO DEATH! 


GRAN’MA, 
WHAT ARE 


x 
DOING? 


AN’ 27M NOT 
GOIN’ BACK UNTIL 
YOU TELL US 
WHAT’S GOIN’ 

ON! 


DOUBLE OR NOTHING 


HOW MUCH DID 
YOU OVERHEAR 
OF ME AN’ THORN 
TALKIN’ ABOUT 

OUR 


DREAMS? 


NOW, YOU TAKE MY 
GRANDDAUGHTER BACK 
TO TH’ FARMHOUSE 
WHERE \T’S SAFE, AN’ 


HO 
ACTIN’ LIKE THIS, 
@RAN’MA? 


START MINPIN’ YOUR 
OWN BUSINESS, 
BONE! 
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DOUBLE OR NOTHING 
FIRST YOU COME WHAT UPSET YOU JE ’ 
SNEAKIN’ INTO TH’ BARN | | SO - Zeer 
TO LISTEN IN ON OUR 44 
CONVERSATION, THEN eerie. , 
YOU GO CHARGIN’ OFF JA THE DRAGON BEIN’ 
IN TH’ WOODS LIKE te IN MY DREAMS? 
mn A CRAZY PERSON! BE mae 


B YOU'RE GOING TO 
ta ey SEE HIM RIGHT NOW, 
THESE WOOPS | P yGurpe GOING TO 

, 
ARE DANGEROUS: oe 
DRAGON! 


WHAT PO YOU ~ 
MEAN HE’S 
SUPPOSED TO 
STAY OUT OF 
DREAMS? 


MY 


FOR TH’ LAST TIME, 
BONE, GET BACK TO TH’ 
HOUSE BEFORE - - 


——— 


iy, 
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CIRCLE 1H’ JP 
WAGONS!!! 


ct 


TH’ TROUBLE WITH YOU, 
PHONEY BONE, IS YOU 
DON’T KNOW HOW 


OH, IS THAT 
RIGHT? 
AN’ WHAT MAKES 


au 
I thar aurrar! §) [exceprse 


inl i 


ay 
a 
| } )] 


{T’S NOT A HORSE, 
you UMB 


’ 


| 


>, 7 | 


THIS TRIP SURE WASN’T MY 
WE GOT ATTACKED 
ES, WE 


WHY, you UNGRATEFUL, LITTLE 
’ ONLY REASON THE 


| RAT CREATURES esr us 
WAS ; eS 3E YOU WERE 


Wy 7 
‘CAUSE YOU J ... AND I’M REALLY LOOKIN’ ‘ 

| OWE ME A FORWARD TO BUSTIN’ YOUR 

LOTTA EGGS... CHOPS ALL SUMMER LONG! 


Wg 
YOU’LL BE THANKIN’ ME 
BY TH’ END OF TH’ SUMMER? 
T OH, PLEASE! 
DON’T EVEN 


GET 
STARTED! 


EN 
IS 


aS a 


I A, 


ao”, 


NV CARE TO MAKE A 
YOU THINK YOU LITTLE WAGER ON 
CAN RUN THE BARRELHAVEN THAT? 
TAVERN BETTER THAN 
Z CAN? 


| 


al 
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WE’LL SP BAR Ri DO 

wy MIDDLE! YOU TAKE ONE END, AND 
af elie Sons lidar dy HER! WE’LL b SUST Y 
SEE wi ’ CUSTOMERS LIKE 4 


AT Wee NEW MOO! < 
YOUR ENC O THE BAR IS MORE 
yf gihogewe vou Re oe TH’ HOOK? 
ee GON ge “s 
S ror THE R J 


itd PT May 
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IT’S THOSE 
BONES’ 


DOUBLE OR NOTHING 


HOLD IT RIGHT THERE! 


WHAT PO YOU THINK YOURE DOIN’? 
ME AN’ GRAN’MA BEN SETTLED ALL 
YOUR LOSSES’ 
YOU GOT NO MORE BEEF 
WITH THESE 
Boys’ 


BESIDES... THEYRE YOU GOT ALOT 
OF NERVE SHOWIN’ YEAH! you 
YOUR FACE AROUND MUST HAVE 
HERE AGAIN, BONE! SOME 


SORTA 
DEATH WISH! 


JONATHAN! SET EVERYBODY UP 


ALL RIGHT, EVERYBODY JUST SETTLE 
BA WITH A ROUNP ON TH’ HOUSE’ 


! THESE FELLAS OWE Mi 
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DOUBLE OR NOTHING 


LOOKS LIKE you 
GOT YOUR WORK 
CUT OUT FOR YA 

iF YA WANNA BE 
TH’ MOST 
POPULAR BARTENDER 
AROUND HERE, 
WOULPN’T YOU 


A 
\ 


BONE. GET YOUR HEAD 


A LOOK AROUND. 


EYES OF THE STORM 


DO YOU THINK THE 

RAT CREATURES SAW US? 
MAYBE THEY DON’T 
KNOW WE’RE HERE. 


WERE WE WERE 
I WISH YOU ee WORRIED yOu 
TWO HADN’T ABOUT MIGHT PO SOME- 
FOLLOWED ME THING CRAZY! 
OUT HERE. LIKE RUN OUT HERE 
AN’ PICK A FIGHT 
WITH TH’ 
DRAGON? 


AN’ IT WON’T 
BE LONG 
BEFORE THEY 
FIND US, 
EITHER. 


WHY ARE YOU 
SO MAP 
AT HIM? 


EYES OF THE STORM 


I DON’T WANNA HEAR = 
ANOTHER WORD OUT OF ¥OU, )e ae 
BONE! THIS WHOLE THING IS GRAN’MA: 
your FAULT! ) THAT’S NOT 


yOu KNOW 
MORE ABOUT THE 
DRAGON THAN 
HE DOES? 


GET DOWN. 


GET DOWN. 
GET DOWN. 


“Vp 
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KEEP STILL, THORN’ & 


EVERYTHING WAS 
UNDER CONTROL UNTIL 
HE CAME TO OUR 
VALLEY ANP WOKE 
THE DRAGON! 


RAT CREATURES. 


I CAN’T TELL 
HOW CLOSE. 


EYES OF THE STORM 


IT’S JUST ONE... 
MUST BE A SCOuT. 


HE’S COMING THIS WAY, 
BUT FROM TH’ NOISE HE’S 
MAKIN’, L BON’T THINK HE 

KNOWS WE’RE HERE, YET. 


I’M GOIN’ OUT 
THERE. 


I WANT YOU 
TO SIT HERE ANP NOT 
MOVE A MW ! 
DO YOU UNPERSTAND 
ME? 


94 


EYES OF THE STORM 


OH, MAN. 


THIS IS 
NOT GOOD. 


| i 
| he 
i H ne 
} | ; bit 
| by 


It | 
; i 


PT fe 


I DON’T 
UNDERSTAN? WHY | tr 
SHE’S WHOA. 
ACTING LIKE WISH THE 
DRAGON iD you 
WAS HERE. » HEAR 
THAT?? 


HEAR ANYTHING 
EXCEPT THE 
RAIN - - 
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EYES OF THE STORM 
- - AND THE 
THUNDER! 


IT CAME 
FROM WHERE Sole LIKE 
GRAN’MA BEN meocene 


= IS. Oa ie 


MAYBE 
IMAGINED 
IT. 


i 
WHAT SHOULD | 
WE DO? 
w NS 


> 
yy 
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I KEEP 
THINKING 
I SEE 
SOMETHING; 


EYES OF THE STORM 


IT’S BAD. 


’ FOREST IS 
SWARAING WITH 
RAT CREATURES. 

AN? THEY’RE 


ONIN 
THIS WAY! 


(ee 


ul ay eD.- 4ST 


EYES OF THE STORM 


| L 
GRAN’MA, TOOK CARE 


OF HIM. i THE BODY? 
WHAT HAPPENED? 
WITH TH’ RAT WITH ANY LUCK, 


WE'LL BE 

? 

oie eS GONE BEFORE THEY 
IND TH’ 


HEARD A 
SCREAM! Bopy? 


WHERE DO 
YOU THINK YOU ARE? 
SAFE AT HOME IN BONEVILLE? 
IT’S ABOUT TIME YOU 
REALIZED THIS ISN’T 
A GAME, BONE! 


SHE DION’T MEAN 
ANYTHING. 
SHE’S SCARED, 
TOO. 


99 
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. | YY ima 
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all, 


ne 


THE DRAGON’ 


IT’S THE 
DRAGON! 1 4 
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EYES OF THE STORM 


YOU THINK TH’ PRAGON’LL 
BE THERE WHENEVER 
YOU NEED HIM... 


HE WASN’T 
ALWAYS THERE 


THEY SAYING? 


I CANNOT 
HEAR THEM... 


MENDING FACES 


GRAN’MA BEN? 


CAN WE TALK 
TO YOU? 


AREN’T THOSE 
TALK AWAY. FENCES KINDA THESE ae ” FENCES, 
ON! 


I CAN LISTEN AN’ BUT I’M FIXIN’ ‘EM TO 
MEND FENCES LET THE MONSTERS 
AT TH’ KNOW WHERE 
SAME TIME. ( TH’ ae 

ul 


JUST A MOMENT, 7 YOU SAVED OUR LIVES DURING THAT 
THORN. STORM YESTERDAY. IF YOU HADN’T CALLED 
THERE’S SOMETHIN’ OUT FOR TH’ BRAGON TO COME AN’ 
I HAVE TO SAY CHASE OFF THE RAT CREATURES, WE 
TO FONE BONE... MIGHT NOT’VE MABE IT. 
AND, WELL... 
S{ THIS ISN’T EASY FOR ME, BUT... 
. I OWE YOU 
AN APOLOGY FOR TH’ 
WAY I BEEN 
TREATIN’ YOU. 


J 


MENDING FACES 


YES, I po. 

EVER SINCE YOU 
CAME TO OUR VALLEY, 
I’VE BEEN SUSPICIOUS 

OF YOU AN’ YOUR 

COUSINS... 


. - AN’ IN PARTICULAR, 
I BLAMED YOU FOR 
DISTURBING TH’ 
DRAGON. 


I’VE BLAMEP YOU BOYS 
FOR ALL THE RAT CREATURE 
ATTACKS AN’ EVERYTHING ELSE 
THAT’S GONE WRONG... 


TRUTH IS, OUR 
TROUBLES HERE IN TH’ 
VALLEY STARTED A LONG 
TIME BEFORE yOu 
GOT HERE, 


GRAN’MA ..- 
FONE BONE HAS 
APOLOGY SOMETHING IN HIS 
ACCEPTED, bili il KNAPSACK 
GRAN’MA. AN THAT L WANT 
=} <a\ HIM TO 
SHOW YOU. 


MENDING FACES 


y : 
UM... 

FONE BONE, 

‘ THIS ISN’T 
THE - - 


My heart beats for you, | so say youll be mine, \ 
my Pookie so true... my sweet Valentine! 
T love you so MUCHer From the Duke of Pook 
and MUCHess... +o the Duchess. 


YOU WANTED ME = 
TO READ A LOVE - 
POEM? 7 


THATS NOT 
TH RIGHT THING! 
HERE! HERE’ 


THIS Is IT! 


MENDING FACES 


THIS IS IT’S IN PRETTY BAD SHAPE. 
A MAP?! WE FOUND IT OUT IN TH’ DESERT. 
IT’S SO FADED I CAN’T 5 LOOK! YOU CAN STILL 
MAKE HEADS OR ; MAKE OUT TH’ MOUNTAINS AN’ 
TAILS OUTTA ‘ \ ve TH’ WATERFALL 
THIS THING! Hl 4 \ SEE? IT’S A MAP OF 
\ THIS VALLEY? 


Ahi " mi: 
USN ¥ " | 
\ \ 


LOOKS LIKE 
IT WAS DRAWN 
BY A 


FIVE-YEAR- 
OLD, 


Z DREW THAT DON’T SAY 

MAP WHEN I WAS ANOTHER WORD! 
IN DEREN GARD THE FOREST HAS 

WITH THE : 

DRAGONS. 


MENDING FACES 


WHERE DID you 
SAY YOU FOUND 
THAT MAP? 


WE WERE LOST OUT 
IN TH’ DESERT AN’ 
SMILEY BONE FOUND IT 
RIGHT BEFORE TH’ 
LOCUSTS CAME 
AN’ SEPARATED US! 


WELL, NOW... 


IT CAN’T MEAN 
THAT ANYMORE... 


LOCUSTS. THAT’S ~ - 


LET’S THINK 
ABOUT THIS ... 


MY COUSINS AN’ L 
FOUND IT AFTER WE GOT 
RUN OUTTA BONEVILLE! 


WHAT CAN’T 


IT MEAN?/ é 
r 


GRAN’MAS “ey 
I’S TIME TO SS 


MENDING FACES 


ons 


ie. 


aN 
(« es \ 
RSSNAY 
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W YAN Renn 
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FONE BONE... GRANPMOTHER, 


BE A DEAR - - ZB ao ue { . WAITING. 


RUN ANP FETCH 
ME A DRINK OF 
WATER... 


\\ 
\ 


w ‘\ 
TV IM 


«+ .IT’S JUST SO DIFFICULT 


TO KNOW WHERE TO START. 
YES, — 
OF COURSE re ge 
YOU ARE... | ff = 
/ \ . a - 


MENDING FACES 


yOu TOLD ME 
DRAGONS WERE 
MAKE-BELIEVE, BUT 
YOU KNEW THAT 


THE TWO OF US NEEDED 
TO DISAPPEAR. 


THE DRAGONS KEPT YOU WHY DIP YOU 
SAFE WHILE I SEARCHED LIE ai 
FOR A SMALL TOWN WHERE TS Es 
NO ONE WOULP 


RECOGNIZE US. WHY DID YOU TELL ME 
THAT IT NEVER HAPPENED?! 
THAT PRAGONS DON’T 
EVEN EXIST?/! 
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MENDING FACES 


PRO T YOU. 
I WAS TRYING TO PROTEC ILHADALOTO 


F 
T WHOLE VALLEY. RESPONSIBILITIES IN 
I WAS TRYING TO PROTECT THE TNOEE Civ. 


YOU NEEDED TO BE HIDDEN SO = DON’T RUSH ME, BONE. I’M 
IT WOULDN’T START ALL { >>. SSS NOT TOO FOND OF 
OVER AGAIN. ~< J ess DISCUSSING FAMILY 


MATTERS AS IT IS. 


WE WERE FIGHTING THE 
RAT CREATURES OVER WHO 
IT STARTEP BACK OWNED THE VALLEY. 
IN THE BIG WAR... 


WE HAP IT 
AN? THEY 
WANTED 
IT. 
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MENDING FACES 


BACK THEN THE VALLEY WAS 
RULED BY THE KINGDOM OF 
ATHEIA... . 


THE RAT CREATURES LIVED IN 
THE EASTERN MOUNTAINS AND 
THE DRAGONS LIVED 
IN THE WEST. 


THEN ONE DAY, 
THE WAR WAS OVER. 
THE RAT CREATURES WITHPREW 
ANP DISAPPEARED INTO THE 
MOUNTAINS. 


I WAS UP HERE IN THE 
NORTH, TRYIN@ TO WORK AN ALLIANCE 
BETWEEN DRAGONS AND MEN, WHEN I 
HEARD THE 


ATHEIA HAD 
FALLEN AND ALL 
OF THE ROYAL 

FAMILY 
HAD BEEN 
KILLED. 


ONCE WAR BROKE OUT, THE 
KINGDOM FELL INTO TURMOIL 
ANP LIFE WAS HARD. 

NOBODY WAS IN CONTROL. 


FAMILIES FELL 
APART 
ANP WE ALL 
LOST 


IT WENT ON FOR ERIENDS. 


WE KNEW THEY’? BE BACK - - 
BUT WHEN THEY PIP COME BACK, 
SOMETHING HAD CHANGED. 
THEIR NEW ATTACKS WERE 
MUCH MORE Vicious. 


ATTACKS SO 
FAST ANP BRUTAL 
THEY BECAME 
KNOWN AS THE 
NIGHTS OF 
LIGHTNING. 


SLOWLY, WITH THE HELP OF THE 
DRAGONS, WE FORCED THE RATS 
OUT OF THE VALLEY AND 
A TREATY WAS SIGNED... 
THE RATS AGREED TO STAY IN 
THE MOUNTAINS, ANP THE 


VALLEY PEOPLE AGREED NOT TO 


REBUILD THE KINGDOM. 
OKAY, 


BUT WHY 
PIP YOU 
HAVE TO 
HIDE 
THORN? 
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MENDING FACES 


BECAUSE [ IN ae, MY DREAMS - - - 


THE ROYAL FAMILY =| DOES THAT EXPLAIN Dy tHE MOUNTAINS AT NIGHT 


WAS COMPLETELY | HER DREAMS ABOUT Hii @ ee 
WIPED OUT... BEING KIDNAPPED? oe 


TELL HER, ae | y 
THORN’ 


i] Ps 
«.«. THEY HAVE = GRAN’MA, 
HOODS PULLED I THINK ONE OF THEM 
DOWN OVER oo iS you. 
THEIR FACES. 4 Ee AW > 
7 \ 
! 6) ) 


THE OTHERS 5 
ARE ATTACKED BY RAT 
CREATURES, BUT YOU 
@O ON ALONE ANP HAND 
ME OVER TO THE 
DRAGONS - - 
YOURSELF! 


THEN, 
SOMEWHERE 
HIGH IN 
THE MOUNTAINS, 
WE ARE 
BETRAYED! 


I THINK YOU 
SHOULD SIT DOWN. 
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MENDING FACES 


THE OTHER HOOVDED FIGURES 


IN YOUR DREAM WERE YOUR PARENTS... ff 


i AND THEY DIED THAT NIGHT 
y ON THE MOUNTAIN PASS. 
ATHEIA WAS BURNING AND THEY, ALONG 
WITH A NURSEMAID, MANAGED 
TO SNEAK YOU OUT OF 
THE CITY. 


MET THE 
ROYAL PARTY 
THERE 
ON THE 
PASS... 


A BAND OF RAT CREATURES 
LED BY THEIR CHIEFTAIN KINGDOK 
APPEARED IN THE PASS BEHIND US. 
YOUR PARENTS CHOSE TO STAY 
ANP FIGHT THE MONSTERS 
WHILE I WENT ON TO DELIVER YOU TO 
THE GREAT REP DRAGON. 


TRAVELING ONLY AT NIGHT, 

AN? IN COMPLETE SECRECY, THEY 
MANAGED TO MAKE THEIR WAY NORTH 
ALONG THE FOOTHILLS OF THE 
MOUNTAINS TO THE PASS 
CALLED THE DRAGON’S STAIR. 


I WAS 
ESCORTING THEM TO 
THE PRAGONS’ 
STRONGHOLD IN 
DEREN GARP WHEN 
WE WERE 
BETRAYED! 


IT 
WAS THE 
NURSEMAID 
WHO 
BETRAYED 
us. 


I RUSHED BACK, BUT 
THE MASSACRE WAS OVER. 
NO ONE WAS LEFT ALIVE. 
EVEN THE 
TRAITOROUS MAID 
WAS TORN IN TWO. 


YOUR FATHER WAS 
DEAD... KILLED By 
THE RAT 
CREATURES. 
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MENDING FACES 


ANP YOUR MOTHER ... 


GRAN’MA ... 
I’M SO SORRY. MY MOTHER 


«+e ALSO LAY STILL AND FATHER .. 
IN THE STARLIGHT. 


MY ONLY CHILD, 


WX ASN \' TT] 
WY YOUR MOTHER AND FATHER 
S WERE KING AND QUEEN 
OF ATHEIA. 
AND I WAS QUEEN 
OF THE LAND 
BEFORE THEM. 


\ AND YOU, THORN HARVESTAR, ARE 
ARN HEIR TO THE THRONE, AND I 
; \\\ ‘ | WILL NOT LET ANYTHING HAPPEN 
REV N \ : 
SSQAQyy 
SY \ Ba i i \ 
y \ XS 1 oi 
S x 


\ I) 

Vl) 

yy 

Se eN bi / 
CNS UL 


x v 


~~ 
OS 
Rwe. 
— WC 

Ss \ 
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MENDING FACES 


I THOUGHT WE COULD KEEP 
YOU SAFE. LIVE OUT OUR DAYS BUT IF THE LOCUSTS 
HERE .. ARE BACK 


VE 
. RAISING THE COWS, 
FARMING A LITTLE 
PLOT O} 


THEN WAR IS 
UNAVOIDABLE ... 


«2 AND IL 
HAVE 
FAILED. 


MENDING FACES 


MENDING FACES 


WE HAVE WORD FROM 


THE VALLEY... 
THE GIRL WHO LIVES 


WITH THE 
OLD COW WOMAN ... 


vit 


livin 


\\ \\ 


pip you 


THINK I DID NOT 
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MENDING FACES 


..-lF LT WAITED... 
FOR YOUR COWARDLY UNPERLINGS TO BRING ME 
INFORMATION WE WOULD ALL GROW OLD 
LUSTENING TO SILENCE 


I SUSPECT THAT 
IF YOU, KINGPOK... 
SHOWED LESS FEAR FOR 


THE RED DRAGON... 
YOUR WARRIORS MIGHT 
FOLLOW YOUR ‘i 


EXAMPLE ... 4 


A 
Y 
¢ 


z ; Wie 


VARI 
dliéd A \!I Q 
/ / SG x 
OA LS aa 
' 
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MENDING FACES 


MENDING FACES 


WE HAVE OUR ARMY. 


THE POPULATION OF THE 


CAMP |S NEARING THERE IS 
TEN THOUSAND ... SOMETHING 


MORE RECRUITS ARRIVE 


BLSB 
EACH MORNING ... 4 YOU Wis TO 
ASK US 
ABOUT? 


THE GIRL... ENEN IN HER 
HER DREAMS ARE LIKE IGNORANCE, HER STRENGTH 


A BEACON ... IS GREAT... BPRAGON SBEKS 
AND YET Z CANNOT BUT THERE |S SOMETHING TO BRING A PAWN 
REACH HER... MORE... INTO PLAY. 
AS I REACHED OUT PO NOT CONGBRN 
TO HER...A NEW YOURSELF. 


BEACON APPEARED ... N2ZwS 
YOU BRING US 
OF THE STAR= 


THE ONE WHO ‘ MY LORD... 
BEARS A STAR IS AGAIN THE RED DRAGON |S 
WITH THE VILLAGERS ... DANGEROUS. 

IF IT IS YOUR DESIRE... SHOULD WE NOT 
WE WILL ATTACK PREPARE - ~ 


THE TOWN. AWAIT nae 


OUR 
INSTRUETIONS. NO MORE 
@QUESTIONS. 
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BUT WHAT OF THIS 
NEW LIGHT IN 
THE PREAMING 


DO WE NOT.... 
IGNORE THIS AT OUR 


z j , M)\\ R 
es, Se 
THAT MEANS SS 


you, WENPELL/ 
AN’ YOU, TOO, 
EUCLID! 
: ‘ qe 


DREAMS 


EVERYBODY GATHER 
‘ROUND? 


I GOT A LITTLE 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
TO MAKE! 


ALL RIGHT NOW, 
LISTEN UP! 
I’M GONNA TELL YA 
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DREAMS 


FELLAS FEEL ABOUT THES FOR MESSIN’ WITH 
. BONE soye i . —— TH’ COW RACE! 


WELL, SO 9O Z, BUT 
THEY OWE ME A LOTTA EGGS, 
AN’ SO THEY GOTTA STAY 
RIGHT HERE AN’ WORK 


THAT MEANS I DON’T j 


WANT NO TROUBLE FROM YOU MAVE 


Ri, = YOU GUYS. / A FOOLS OUTTA 
Sy) | you cot mez? Fax = - YERSELVES! 


WHY NOT, 
LUCIUS? 
THEY GOTTA 
PAY FOR WHAT 
THEY DID! 


LI SAY WE 
TEAR THEIR 
LEGS OFF! 
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P YOU LET THIS 
FAST-TALKIN’ SQUIRT 
TRICK YA INTO BETTIN’ ON 
A COW THAT DIDN’T EVEN 


YOU LET YERSELVES 
BE TALKED INTO 
BETTIN’ YER 
LIFE’S SAVINGS 
ON THIS IDIOT 
DRESSED IN A 
cow suUIT/ 


THAT’S RIGHT! 

AN’ WHEN GRAN’MA BEN 
WON THAT RACE, ¥ WAS TH’ 
ONLY ONE WHO BET ON HER! 

ME AN’ GRAN’MA COULDA 
SPLIT THAT POT, 
BUT NOOOOO.... 


DREAMS 
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ISN’T THAT 
WHAT HAPPENED, 
PHONEY BONE? YEAH, 
YEAH. 
THAT’S 
IT. WE DON’T 
NEED TO 
DWELL 
ON IT. 


BUT I WARNED YA’ 

L TOLD YA YOU WERE 
BEIN’ PLAYED FOR A 
BUNCHA SAPS, BUT 

YA DION’T LISTEN TO ME, 
DIOSA? HUH? 


ALL BETS WERE OFF, AN’ 

WE LET YA HAVE YER 
LIVESTOCK BACK? ALL TOLD, 2’D 
SAY YOU GIRLS GOT OFF 
PRETTY EASY? 


DREAMS 


OKAY, NOW THAT THAT’S 
SETTLED, IT WANNA TELL YA 
ABOUT THIS LITTLE 
CONTEST WE’RE 
GONNA HANE ... 


HERE’S TH’ DEAL, SEE? 

AS LONG AS PHONEY BONE AN’ HIS 
COUSIN SMILEY BONE ARE WORKIN’ 
HERE, NOBODY LAYS A FINGER 
ON ‘EM OR THEY ANSWER 
TO ME! CLEAR?! 
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DREAMS 


, FROM NOW ON, THIS BAR 
‘ Ne ase pa ee pfeil a Py _WILL BE DIVIDED IN TWO! 
ME AN’ MISTER PHONEY BONE HERE. Z’bb RUN THIS END, AN’ TH’ 
HE THINKS HE CAN RUN THIS JOINT BONES’LL RUN THAT END. 
BETTER THAN Z CAN’ WE’RE 
GONNA LET YOU 
DECIDE! 


HERE’S TH’ RULES: YOU CAN TAKE YER K\ EVERYBODY 
BUSINESS TO WHICHEVER EN? UNDERSTAND TH’ 
OF TH’ BAR YOU WANT! 
AFTER ONE MOON, THE ENP THAT EARNS 
TH’ MOST EGGS 
FOR TH’ TAVERN WINS?! 
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I KNOW, I KNOW. 
THIS WASN’T ONE 
OF TH’ 
SMARTEST 
BETS 
LI’VE EVER MADE. 


BUT WE’LL 
THINK OF 
SOMETHIN’, 
RIGHT? 
WE ALWAYS 
pO! 


WHAT ARE WE GONNA DO, PHONEY? 
NOBODY’S GONNA ORDER ANYTHING 
FROM US’ IF WE LOSE THIS 
CONTEST WE’RE GONNA BE WASHIIN’ 
DISHES FOR TH’ REST OF 
OUR LIVES? 


SURE! ALL WE RIGHT, I’M ON IT! 

GOTTA DO IS WE’LL HOLD A 

COME UP WITH LECTURE SERIES! 
SOME WAY NO, WAIT/ WE’LL USE 


TO LURE PUPPETS! 
TH’ TOWNSPEOPLE |} peALLy CUTE PUPPETS 


BACK DOWN 
ro Oue EID. WITH HIGH, SQUEAKY 


HOW HARP CAN VOICES, 
THAT BE? 


DREAMS 


DREAMS 


THOSE DREAMS WERE 
MEMORIES OF THINGS THAT 
REALLY HAPPENED 


IN MY DREAMS 
I WAS TAKEN OUT OF A 
BURNING PALACE AS 
ALITTLE GIRL... 


I EVEN DREAMED ABOUT 
THE AMBUSH ON THE 
DRAGON’S STAIR’ 

L DREAMED ABOUT THE 
MURDER OF MY PARENTS AND 
LI DION’T EVEN KNOW IT’ 
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THEY WERE JUST 
LIKE YOU SAID... 


... AND IN THE DARK OF 
NIGHT, LT WAS BROUGHT 
OVER THE MOUNTAINS TO 
THE DRAGONS’ CAVE... 


HOW CAN THIS 
BE?! 


HOW CAN I DREAM ABOUT 
THINGS THAT HAPPENED TO ME, 
BUT NOT REMEMBER THEM 
HAPPENING?/ 


SOMETIMES 
DREAMS KNOW 
MORE THAN 
WE DO. 


THORN, WHAT 
HAPPENS IN YOUR 
DREAM AFTER YOU 

GET TO THE 
DRAGONS’ CAVE? 


...BUT THEN MY EYES 
GET USED TO THE BLACKNESS ... 
I’M AWARE OF SHAPES IN 
THE CAVE AROUND ME... 


DREAMS 
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MAYBE THERE’S 
MORE WE COULD 


THE PRAGONS 
TAKE ME ON A 
LONG, LONG 
JOURNEY... 
WE GO 
UNDERGROUND TOA 


SPECIAL 
CHAMBER. 
IT’S VERY 
DARK AT 

FIRST... 


.-- ZL CAN SEE NOW... 
THERE IS LIGHT... 


I AM IN A HUGE CAVERN... 


SURROUNDED BY DRAGONS. 
DOZENS OF THEM. 

AND WE’RE ALL LOOKING 
AT SOMETHING ... 


DREAMS 


L CAN’T SEE 
ANYTHING, THE LIGHT IS 
TOO BRIGHT... 
BUT THE DRAGONS 
WANT ME TO KEEP 
LOOKING... 


WHAT? 
WHAT ARE 
YOU LOOKING 
AT? 


AFTER THAT £ 
STAYED WITH THE 
DRAGONS. 

BUT I NEVER 
SAW THAT CHAMBER 
AGAIN... 


SHE HEARD IT. 
SHE WAS LISTENING IN 
ON OUR CONVERSATION 
OUT IN THE 
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I HEARD YOU. 


I THINK 
THE DRAGONS 
SEE SOMETHING, 
BUT I DON’T. 
IT’S TOO 
BRIGHT. 


WHAT ABOUT THE GARDEN? 
DON’T YOU WANT TO TELL GRAN’MA 
BEN ABOUT THAT? 


L CAN’T 
oe BELIEVE IT... 
ALL THESE 
YEARS OF 
HIDING FOR 
NOTHING. 


DREAMS 


WE’RE NOT 
I DON’T KNOW EXACTLY TALKING ABOUT 


WHAT’S GOING ON, 
GRAN’MA, BUT YOU’VE GOT Ne Oe an 
FRIENDS HERE. WON’T THEY CREATURES, BONE! 
PROTECT YOU? THIS IS THE LORD OF 
THE LOCuST’ 


AN ENEMY MORE DANGEROUS ANP YOU’RE SURE IT WAS 
THAN A LEGION OF RAT CREATURES. THE DRAGON IN YOUR 
THE LOCUST IS AN ANCIENT SPIRIT DREAM, RIGHT? 
BURIED DEEP IN THE EARTH, 
BUT EVEN SO, HE CAN BEND 
PEOPLE TO HIS WILL. gigs FL BOW? 


UNDERSTAND - - 


MMMM. WHAT? 


HE’S WHAT’S HE BEING IN MY 


DOING POINe? DREAM? 


ae os ; un = I DON’T GET IT. 
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C’MON, GRAN’MA! 
WE HAVE A RIGHT TO KNOW, 


THERE’S STILL 
SOMETHING YOU’RE 
NOT TELLING US! 


DREAMS 


;: wy 
ili ES 


zane 


_— mi D 

ma) 

Nn = 

= || = 
y { 


it 


YOU FEEL 
OKAY? 
LI DON’T 
FEEL 


ANYTHING. 


DO YOU WANT 
ME TO 
LEAVE YOU 


LISTEN. 

IF YOU NEED 
ANYTHING, 
JTUST...UH... 
JUST TELL ME, 
ALL RIGHT? 


ARE YOU CRAZY? 
THAT GORILLA 
CAN’T BEAT ME’ 
ESPECIALLY WHEN IT 
COMES TO 
TURNIN’ A PROFIT! 


Wey, EVERYBopy/ 
COME OVER HERE 


WELL, THAT’S IT! 
WE’RE BEATEN! 
NOBODY WANTS 
ANYTHING 
FROM US’ 
READY TO THROW 
IN TH’ TOWEL, 


YOU KEEP 
TRYIN’ TO THINK 
OF SOMETHIN’! 
I’M GONNA GO THINKIN’ 
DOWN AN’ CAP! 
TAKE A LOOK 
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WELL, WELL, 
WELL, WELL ... 
LOOK WHAT SLITHERED 
UP! READY TO 
CALL IT QUITS, 

ZY SMART-GUY? 


WHAT TH’? 


WHAT’S GOIN’ 
ON? 


DREAMS 


I ADMIT YOU’RE WELCOME TO HANG 


THIS MIGHT BE AROUND? THIS END. YOU MIGHT LEARN 


A LITTLE SOMETHIN’ ABOUT RUNNIN’ A 
TOUGHER BUSINESS HERE ON TH’ 
THAN I WINNING END OF TH’ BAR! DON’T GET 
THOUGHT. SMUG! 
y IT AIN’T 
OVER YET! 


HEY - - 
WHAT’S EVERYBODY 


WHERE’S 
EVERYBODY 


LOOKS LIKE TH’ TABLES 
HAVE BEEN TURNED, 


PAL 
EXCUSE ME WHILE I GET 
BACK TO TH’ WINNING END 
OF TH’ BAR! 
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> WHADDYA DOIN, ~ 
SMILEY? GIVIN 
THIS STUFF <4 


Ze HERE! HERE! you! JE 
IMME THA 


WHAT, ARE YOU CRAZY 77 
HOW ARE WE SUPPOSED TO 
TURN A PROFIT IF YOU 
GINE TH’ BEER AWAY 2! 


ll) | 
On yea) 


=) i 
) ' LUCIUS OR 
y/ 


Ni 7 = 
I’VE HAD IT 

1 WITH THAT 

i RUNT. 


ae 
AQ 
fs) 


WHAT DID 
you 


SAY? 


DID YOU 
TUST SAY 
SOMETHIN’ 

ABOUT A 

DRAGON? 
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THINGS THAT Go BUMP IN THE NIGHT 


WHAT DID 
YOU SAY 
ABOUT A 
DRAGON? 


THINGS THAT Go BUMP IN THE NIGHT 


L--L--UH-- 
I JUST SAID I WISH 
FONE BONE’S PRAGON 
WAS HERE... 


HE’S THAT 


eS OTHER BONE! 


FONE BONE? 


SO WHERE |S 
THIS COUSIN OF 
YOURS NOW? 


YEAH! AN’ 
WHERE’S THE 
DRAGON?! 


FONE BONE 
HAS A 
DRAGON? 


YEAH, RIGHT .. 


TH’ ONE WHO’S 
ALWAYS HANGIN’ 
AROUND WITH 


ALL RIGHT, 


THAT’S ENOUGH! quit 


CROWDIN’ TH’ 
BAR! 
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L DON’T 
BELIEVE IT. 


THINGS THAT Go BUMP IN THE NIGHT 


DON’T TRY TO WHAT FOR? 
sTOP US, LUCIUS! YOU DON’T 


STRANGE 


Us 
Z DIDN’T SAY eae to 


‘\ 
IF THERE’S A BELIEVE IN Ee ae MAKE YOU START 


DRAGON WALKIN’ DRAGONS, PO BUT THERE HAVE 


BELIEVIN’ IN 
AROUND OUT THERE, YOU? BEEN SOME FRETTY i CHILDREN’S 


STORIES? 


STRANGE THINGS 
WE WANNA GOIN’ ON HERE 
LATELY! 


I KNOW IT SOUNDS CRAZY, AN’ TH’ HAIRY MEN? YEAH! THEY 
BUT PEOPLE BEEN SEEIN’ THEY’RE SURE GETTIN’ A LOT EVEN ATTACKED 
STRANGE THINGS IN TH’ BRAVER/ YOU NEVER USED TO SEE TH’ COW RACE 

WOODS AT NIGHT! FOLKS ARE THEM AROUND ... AN’ NOW IN BROAD 
AFRAID TO GO OUT! YOU HEAR caret aieeall ‘EM DAYLIGHT! 
EVERY DAY! 


IL WAS 
THERE, 
REMEMBER? 
WHAT’S YOUR 


POINT? 


Now ALL W 
EVERYTHING LOOK HERE, BUB, 
Meo Ee UST. WY WAS FINE UNTIL TH’ WE Ot = DON’T KNOW WHOSE 
ie cae BONES CAME TO DRAGON THIS |S, 
A Mie OUR PART OF BUT IT AIN'T OuRS: 
uP! 7 TH’ VALLEY! TH’ ONLY 
a DRAGON 3’VE 
, SEEN IS A BIG, LAZY 
ORANGE ONE, AN’ 
HE WAS ALREADY 
HERE! 
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THINGS THAT Go BUMP IN THE NIGHT 


Y. BIG AN’ WHAT’S TRUE? 
2 COASTING bays ” ORANGE! YOU’/RE NOT GONNA 


THEN IT’S BELIEVE ANYTHING 
— fee is tis eae PHONEY BONE TELLS YOU, 


VALLEY, SO DON’T ARE YA? YOU CAN’T 


GO BLAMIN’ US FOR TRUST THIS RUNT 


; AS FAR AS YOU 
YOUR PRAGON PROBLEMS: CAN THROW 


HE’S TELLIN’ TH’ TONATHAN/ iC 
TRUTH, LUCIUS!’ WE GOT ' TELL Lucius ONE NIGHT 
US A REAL, LIVE DRAGON WHAT YOU WHEN I WAS 

WALKIN’ AROUND f TOLD us! WALKIN’ 

OUT THERE! 7 , HOME... 
UH... 
I SAW 
SOMETHIN’. . . 


THERE WASN’T HARDLY ANY MOON THERE, SEE? 
OUT, SO IT WAS KINDA DARK. g : 
, WHAT PO YOU SAY 
AN’ REAL QUIET. TO THAT, LUCIUS? 
THEN I SAW IT. A HUGE SHAPE STILL THINK DRAGONS 
MOVIN’ oe TH’ TREES! ARE JUST 
IT WAS BIG AND IT p ? 
toe Gettin: CHILDREN’S STORIES? | 
AND WHEN IT WAS GONE, ALL 
THAT WAS LEFT WAS 
TH’ SMELL OF BRIMSTONE! 
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THINGS THAT Go BUMP IN THE NIGHT 


Za» WELL, WELL’ NOW, THIS 
IS INTERESTING ... 


YOU SAY YOU’VE ~«. YOU SAY 
SEEN SHAPES IN IT’S NOT SAFE TO 


TH’ WOODS... 
HEARD BUMPS IN GO OUTSIDE AFTER 
TH’ 


YESSIR, AG SEEN Yt 
ESE SYMPTO. : 
1, YOU THINK IT’LL 
BEFORE! NEVER HAPPEN IN A NICE, 
QUIET, LITTLE TOWN LIKE THIS... 
BUT YOU CAN’T STOP “EM! 
THEY’RE HERE 
TO STAY! 


THINGS THAT Go BUMP IN THE NIGHT 


WELL, I HATE TO OH, MY GOSH! < KNEW IT! 
SAY THIS, BUT I THINK ‘THERE’S THEY’RE 


IF YOU HAVE ONE DRAGON, DRAGONS aoe 
THERE’S BOUND EVERY WHERE!’ 
TO BE OTHERS! 


WHO KNOWS? oe HE’S RIGHT! 
THIS COULD BE A WE GOTTA DO 
MAJOR INFESTATION! \\ SOMETHIN’ BEFORE 


IT’S TOO 
NOW, YOU CAN 
EITHER IGNORE THIS 
PROBLEM, OR 
YOU CAN 9O 
SOMETHIN’ 
ABOUT IT! 


WE’RE NOT 
{ GONNA TAKE 


ELL Us THE SAME THING YOU : aie 
WE DO WHEN YOU GOT NO WH * 
GOTTA ANY KIND OF PEST DO WE GET AN aed AT 
pO! CONTROL PROBLEM ... EXTERMINATOR? : 
YOU GET AN PHONCIBLE P. BONE: 
EXTERMINATOR? PRAGONSLAYER? 


AT YOUR 
SERVICE! 
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NOTHIN’ LIKE A LITTLE 
ALCOHOL TO GREASE TH’ 


Hy) Wf, a\( 4 ; aN Y 


THINGS THAT Go BUMP IN THE NIGHT 


THIS HAS GONE 
FAR ENOUGH! 


Ten nge 


THINGS THAT Go BUMP IN THE NIGHT 


WELCOME, STRANGER. | 
CAN I HELP YOU? I BRING 
YOU NEED A ROOM, NEWS FROM 
OR JUST LOOKIN’ TO SLAKE THE SOUTH. 
YOUR THIRST? 


| 
| 
| 


WAIT FOR ME 
OUTSIDE, 


OH, YEAH? 
HOW ARE 
THEY? 

ARE THEY CAUSIN’ 
ANY TROUBLE? 


THINGS THAT Go BUMP IN THE NIGHT 


HEY THERE, 
FONE 
BONE! 

HOW YOU 

DOIN’ THESE 

FINE DAYS? 


THEY’S KICKIN’ 
UP SOME DUST, 
yOU KNOW, JES 
LIKE THEY DO. 
BuT 
WHAT’S ALL 
THIS YOU SAYIN’ 
‘BouTS 
GRAN’MA AN’ 
THORNY? 
SOMETHIN’ 
WRONG? 


HELLO, TED! 
I’M DOIN’ OKAY... 
THORN AN’ GRAN’MA BEN 
COULD BE BETTER... 

Goop/ 

JUST 
BEEN TA SEE 
LucIUS AN’ YER 
COUSINS! 


WELL, THORN IS OUT 
IN TH’ BARN LAYIN’ FACEDOWN 
IN TH’ HAY. SHE’S PRETTY UPSET. 
SHE GOT SOME BAD NEWS ABOUT 
HER PARENTS, AN’ SOME OTHER 
STUFF ABOUT HER PAST... 


THINGS THAT Go BUMP IN THE NIGHT 


OH, UH, SHE FIND OUT 
L PROBABLY 
SHOULDN’T 

SAY, TED. 

L MEAN, I TRUST 
YOU, BUT I 
THINK THEY’RE 
KINDA 
SECRET - - 


BY RAT CREATURES? 


THORN HARVESTAR. 
CROWN PRINCESS OF 
TH’ WHOLE SHOOTIN’ 

MATCH! 
BIG STUFF, 
BIG STUFF. 


SHE KNOWS. 
GRAN’MA 
TOLD HER. 


SHE WAS 
IN TH’ HOUSE 
LAST I SAW 

HER. 


HER FOLKS WAS KILLED 


161 


HOW DID you 

KNOW THAT? 

THORN DIDN’T 
EVEN 
KNOW! 


OH, Boy. 
GRAN’MA TOLD HER, HUH? 
SO I SUPPOSE SHE 
KNOWS HER REAL LAST 
NAME |S 
HARVESTAR... 
THA’S A 
ROYAL NAME, 
Y’KNOW. 


BUGS KNOW A 
LOTTA STUFF FOLKS 
WOULDN’T S’POSE 
THEY’? KNOW. 


SAY, THAT 
REMINDS ME, L 
GOT AN IMPORTANT 
MESSAGE FROM 
Lucius FOR 
GRAN’MA BEN! 
WHERE IS 


SHE? 


THINGS THAT Go BUMP IN THE NIGHT 


NVDENDSSS 


fi 
iY 
a 
a 


HEY, BONE! 
@O GRAB YOUR KNAPSACK 
AN’ MEET ME IN TH’ BARN! 
NOW! 


THINGS THAT Go BUMP IN THE NIGHT 


I JUST RECEIVED 
WORD THAT TH’ SITUATION 
DOWN SOUTH HAS 
CHANGED... 


THINGS THAT Go BUMP IN THE NIGHT 


HERE’S YOUR 

BEPROLL AND A 

FEW OF YOUR 
PERSONAL 
THINGS ... 


ACCORDING TO MY SOURCES, 
SOMEONE |S GATHERING AN ARMY 
C’/MON IN IN THE EASTERN MOUNTAINS ANP? 


HERE THAT PERSON IS WEARING A 
BONE. HOOD. 


IF IT’S THE SAME HOODED FIGURE 
FROM THORN’S PREAMS, THEN THE IT SEEMS LARGE 
RAT CREATURES KNOW WHO WE ARE. NUMBERS OF RAT CREATURES 
ARE HEADING 
THERE’S MORE THIS WAY. 
BAD NEWS... 


THINGS THAT Go BUMP IN THE NIGHT 


THEY’RE NOT OUT ON A PICNIC, BONE! 
IT’S NOT SAFE HERE ANYMORE. WE HAVE TO 
LEAVE NOW. ANYTHING IN TH’ HOUSE YOU 
NEED BEFORE WE GET STARTED? 


la x Gli cu ne Ww E 
j ae Y CLOAK WHEN £ 
1/ eee ' GO BACK IN FOR TH’ 
| N a FOOD. AND WHILE 
| SOMETHING =} I’M DOIN’ THAT I WANT YOU 
WARMER fi} TO CLEAR AWAY ALL THIS 
TO AN STRAW. 


THERE’S A SECRET 
DOOR UNDER THERE, AN’ 
INSIDE IS AN OLD TRUNK. 
HAUL IT OUTTA THERE 

AN’ L’LL BE RIGHT 


THINGS THAT Go BUMP IN THE NIGHT 


OKAY, STEP BACK. 
LeJ— 


THINGS THAT Go BUMP IN THE NIGHT 


HAND ME YOUR 
KNAPSACK, we oe 
BONE. 
THIS 
NOW. 
, 
WN 7 /j \g 
(j ta | Y } } x 


IV 
¥ 


THINGS THAT Go BUMP IN THE NIGHT 


WHAT ARE ALL RIGHT, LOAD UP! 
yOu LOOKIN’ AT? AN’ MAKE SURE YOUR PACKS 
ARE TIED DOWN GOOD AN’ 
TIGHT! WE GOT A 
LONG WALK AHEAD OF 
us’ 


YOU/’NE BEEN 
AWFUL QUIET, 
THORN. YOU 
GONNA BE 
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THINGS THAT Go BUMP IN THE NIGHT 
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Book Five: Rock Jaw Master of the Eastern Border 
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There! \ SSnifFS 


IVSA B 
© YOU SEE IT? SANDWICH BEING BORN 


D 
ISN’T IT BEAUTIFUL? 


OKAY, YOU TWO! 
ENJOY YOURSELVES... 


--.-BUT YOU BETTER 
MAKE THE MOST 
OF YOUR SANPWICHES, 
BECAUSE WE 
DON’T HAVE A LOT 
OF BREAD LEFT. 


I rT } ee 
SERIOUSLY, smiLEy/ ting : We 
NIGHT OUT HERE, | UT DON’T TELL ME HAVE TO CALL 
OUR FRIENDS’LL "\ FONE BONE, YOU NAMED HIM SOMETHING - - 
» BE WORRIED. WE NEED ‘ WHAT THAT LITTLE VF DON’T WE, 
{ TO START BACK TO )~— ABOUT CUB? WW BARTLEBY? 
TOWN TODAY? Y/ { BARTLEBY? / IN, 


ROQUE JA 


HE’S A RAT CREATURE, 
SMILEY, AN’ WE’RE 
TAKING HIM UP IN TH’ 
MOUNTAINS TO TURN HIM 
LOOSE! 

NOW, PON’T FORGET 
THAT.’ 


BUT WHY 
BARTLEBY, 
FOR 
GOOPNESS’ 


WILL YOU READ US 
SOME MOBY DICK? THIS IS A 
I WANNA TEACH TH’ 4 | WORK OF ART, 
LITTLE GUY NOT A 
HOW TO TAKE SLEEPING 
A NAP AFTER LUNCH - - AID! 


YOU WANT THE 
LITTLE FELLA TO 
THINK WE’RE 
ABANDONIN’ 
HIM? 


HE LOOKS 
LIKE A 
BARTLEBY, 
SEE? 


DEBATING ITS 
MERITS! 
EVEN 
BETTER! 


“SE ~ THIS BOOK 
FOR YOUR FOR YOUR STIMULATES YOUR MIND! 
INFORMATION, INFORMATION, THAT NOT ONLY IS THIS BOOK 
MOBY DICK BOOK CAN PUT FULL OF HIGH SEAS ADVENTURE, 
IS NOTA YOU INA BUT THE REAL Joy 
BORING BOOK! IN MOBY DICK 
J IS THE PURE ACT OF 
READING ITSELF - - 


HO! HO! THAT’S 
PRETTY FUNNY, Z SAY. 


I ALWAYS LAUGH 
AT THAT ONE, 
you BET. 


ROQUE JA 


ANP HIS COUSIN’ 
COMRAPE/ LOOK/ ‘ AT Aer WE 
ALL IS NOT LOST/ IT IS WILL HAVE 
LA 
TLE BONE , ? foo? TO 
MAMMAL, : 


GORGE 
OURSELVES, 


Cas ell fou Es 
i> Ze 


‘QUICK! ReaD em 


SOME OF THIS!/ 


Me. 
SURRENDER, 
SMALL MAMMALS ") 


ROQUE JA 


IT’S NOT 
WORKING! 


“CALL ME ISHMAEL. SOME \,..2 THOUGHT I 
YEARS AGO - ~- NEVER MIN? HOW LONG WOULD SAIL ABOUT A LITTLE 
PRECISELY - - HAVING LITTLE OR NO AND SEE THE WATERY PARTS 
MONEY IN MY PURSE, AN? NOTHING Z OF THE WORLD - - ” 
PARTICULAR TO INTEREST ME 
ON SHORE...” Vi 


THERE! L 
THINK 


C’MON/ 
LET’S GET 
OUTTA 


MAYBE IT’S NOT 
MOBY DICK AT ALL - - 
MAYBE IT’S 
you! 


WAIT A MINUTE! 
WHERE’S 
BARTLEBY?/ 


y) 


——a 


WHAT’S HE e 
DOING? 
DOESN’T HE 
ARE ] J 
DANGEROUS? Za 7 ‘ 
oa Tt A a ie 

6 7" ga / 

f 


wr Ga 


BARTLEBY! 


C’MON! QUICK! 
LET’S GO!! 


THEY’RE HIS 5 THIS WORKED 
OWN KIND, Ny We" OUT PERFECTLY. 
REMEMBER? \) 

THAT’S WHY WE Z 
BROUGHT HIM UP J7~ 
HERE IN THE , 


ROQUE JA 


--- IT JUST PRONEP ON 
AN? OND ON! 
2 WHAT oY 
HAPPENED ? 


‘A 
HORRIBLE/ 


ROQUE JA 


GO ON!/ 
POET Lost! 


"4 WE DON’T WANT 
YOU AROUND HERE’ 


\\ 


OKAY! 
OKAY! 
THEY’RE 


OZ GONE! 
ea 


WHAT’S THE MATTER, CUZ? 
ENVERYTHING’S GONNA BE ACES 
FROM NOW ON, RIGHT? 

HE SAVED US’ 


NOW I 
DON’T KNOW 
WHAT WE’RE 

DOIN’. 


DID YOU SEE THAT, FONE BONE? 
HE SAVED US’ YOU SAVED 


US, BARTLEBY!’ OH, BOY! 
EVERYTHING’S GONNA BE ACES 
FROM NOW ON/ 


THE WHOLE REASON WE 
CAME UP HERE WAS TO 
GINE BARTLEBY BACK TO THE 
RAT CREATURES, AND 
LOOK WHAT HAPPENED! 


YEAH. 
THAT PION’T 


AT THE MOMENT, 
YOU ARE TRESPASSING. 


ROQUE JA 


WELL, WELL. 


WHAT A VERY 
UNUSUAL GROuP 
YOU ARE. 


ia i 
you CAN ! 


PUT DOWN 
THOSE 


YOU WITH 
THEM? 


WHAT HAVE WE 
HERE? 
A 
RAT CREATURE 


IT WILL 
TAKE MORE 
THAN A FEW 

STONES 

TO CHASE ME 

AWAY. 


--- THEM! 
THE OLD COW WOMAN 
AN? THE DRAGONS. 


THE VALLEY 


IS 
DINIDED IN 
TWO... 


ROQUE JA 


SURELY yOu 
KNOW OF 
HIM - - 

THE MASTER OF 
THE RAT 
CREATURES - - 


STRANGERS 
IN THE 
VALLEY-~ - 
ALL WE WANT 
TO DO |S RETURN 
THIS LOST CUB 
BACK TO HIS HOME 
IN THE 
MOUNTAINS, 
MISTER- - UH... 
MISTER- -? 


IN MY POMAIN, POES SO 
ONLY WITH MY LEAVE... 


ZAM 
ROQUE SA, 


MASTER OF THE EASTERN 
BORDER. 
EVERYTHING YOU SEE 
IN THESE MOUNTAINS 
BELONGS TO 


ME. 


AND THAT 
INCLUDES 


RAT 
) CREATURES! 


SO, YOU ARE 
STRANGERS IN OUR 
VALLEY... 


OKAY, 
MR. ROCK JAW! 
WE DON’T WANT TO 
MESS WITH YOUR 
DOMAIN- - 
WE JUST WANNA 
TAKE TH’ KID 
HOME/ 


SEARCHING FOR SOMEONE 
NAMED BONE... 


FONE 
BONE! 
WE DON’T 
LIKE THIS 
GUY... 


YES. THE 
ONE WHO 
BEARS THE 
STAR IS 
NAMED 
BONE. 


DO YOU 
KNOW 
HIM, 
PERHAPS? 
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\ 
A STAR? 
HEY! £ 
THINK HE 
MEANS 

? PHONEY 
BONE’ 
WHAT’S HE 
WANT WITH 
HIM? 


THE VALLEY 
IS DIVIDED, YOU SEE, 
EVER SINCE 
THE FALL OF THE 
KINGDOM, 
AND 
THE HOODED ONE 
SEES IT AS RIPE 
FOR PLUCKING. 


THAT THE HOODED ONE 


ROQUE JA 


R-R-ROQUE JA! 
R-R-ROQUE/ 
YOU’/RE NOT 

ROLLING THE R/ 


BUT HE FEARS THAT 
A NEW LEADER 
WILL ARISE AND 
UNITE THE 
VALLEY BEFORE 
HE CAN 
CONQUER IT. 


WHAT’S 
THIS 
HOOVED GUY 
WANT WITH 
OUR 
COUSIN? 


COUSIN LOOKS 
ANYTHING LIKE yOu 
TWO, I HARDLY 
THINK HE’LL 
BE A 
THREAT, 


PHONEY’S NO 


THAT’S 
ENOUGH, 
SMILEY. 


LEADER! HE 
GOT CHASED OUT 
OF BONEVILLE JUST 

FOR SAYIN’ HE 
WANTED? TO RUN 
FOR MAYOR 


THINKS PHONEY BONE 
IS GONNA UNITE 
THE VALLEY? 


WHO’S 
SIDE ARE 
YOU ON, 

ROCK 

JAW? 
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I THINK 
YOU ARE HARDLY 
IN A POSITION TO ASK 
QUESTIONS ... 


- - ARE CO 
WITH ME 


ROQUE JA 


20 


C’MON, SMILEY. 
LET’S GET OUT 
OF HERE! 


BUT I DON’T WANT ANY MORE 
DIFFICULTIES, SO SEND THE 
CUB UP FIRST. 
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L IMAGINE 
THERE WILL BE 
A SIZABLE 
REWARD FOR 
BRINGING THE 
THREE OF 
YOU IN.... 


YOU’/RE NOT 
GONNA 
SEPARATE US/ 


ANY THING 
TO you! 


BARTLEBY! 
WHAT ARE 


I’M GLAD 
SOMEONE |S 


EING 
REASONABLE, 


ye 


(Whe, 


ROQUE JA 
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ROQUE JA 


ISN’T THAT 
MUCH BETTER? 


23 


THE ORPHANS 


\ 
“Wn 
\ 


il 


LOOK AROUND... 
THERE’S GOTTA 
BE SOMETHING - - 
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THE ORPHANS 


IT’S THEIR 
TRAIL! WE’VE 
DISCOVERED THEIR 
TRAIL AGAIN’ 


SEE?! | Ni EXACTLY! 
IT’S BREAD )) ite A SMILEY BONE a a 
CHEESE pelt 
THAT D , - palais 
TPOESN’T | | SANDWICH ive ae LUNCH! 
ANYTHING. crust! /|\ THE CRUST... 
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THE ORPHANS 


LI TOLP you 
WE WERE ON 
THE RIGHT 
TRAIL! 


4 YOU/RE 
WHAT? pecey big NOT SCARED, 


ARE YOU? 
— FROM HOME. 
We MOMS GONNA 


JEEZ! WE’NE 
ALREADY COME 
THIS FAR! 


WHAT ABOUT BUT MOM 
FONE BONE AN? SAID NEVER TO GO 
SMILEY BONE? NEAR TH’ 
WHO’S GONNA EASTERN MOUNTAINS 
WORRY ABOUT “CAUSE IT 

THEM? MIGHT BE 
DANGEROUS - - 


WHOOPS. 
WHAT’S 
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: 


i ’ >) 

‘Postle , 

V\ fi : i 
WAV AE 

SSN <7 

—<—— SS 


THE ORPHANS 
LISTEN, 


WE’RE FINE! MY NAME IS 


WE WERE 
DOING SNEAKIN’ . JUST RODERICK. 


AROUND IN THE PLAYIN’ 
MIDPLE OF THE 7 POSSUM! 


you HAVE A MOMMY OR 
I WASN’T DOIN’ IN A PAD, SO 
SNEAKIN’ UP }/ TH’ BUSHES? SHUT UP! 
ON YOu! HIDIN’ FROM 
YOUR YEAH, 
MOMMY? { WHAT WERE 
YOU POIN’? 
HIDIN’ FROM 
YER 
MOMMY?? 


THEY’RE DEAD! 
AN’ FOR THE LAST 
TWO DAYS, L BEEN 
SPYING ON 
HAPPENED THE GUYS WHO 
TO YOUR DID IT! 
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YOU DON’T NEEP TO 
BE EMBARRASSED, 


WHY’? YOU 
SNEAK UP 
ON US 
LIKE THAT, 
RODERICK? 


ARE YOU 
AN 
ORPHAN? 


COME WITH 
ME. 
I’LL SHOW 


THE ORPHANS 


LOOK RIGHT 
THERE,’ 


S| 
SAKES! 


THE ORPHANS 


WE WERE ON 
THEIR TRAIL 
, 


THE ORPHANS 
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THE ORPHANS 


YOU/LL FIND HE SAIP HE WAS 
OUT GONNA TURN US IN 
SOON FOR A REWARD’ 
ENOUGH. LI THINK OL’ 
ROCK JAW, HERE, 
IS TAKIN’ US TO THE 
RAT CREATURES’ 


I THINK SO, 
TOO. 


YOU KNOW, ROCK JAW, MY NAME IS ROGUE JA, 
FOR SOMEONE WHO CLAIMS TO NOT ROCK JAW, 
BE MASTER OF THE AND YOU NEEPN’T 
EASTERN BORDER, WORRY ABOUT WHERE MY 
YOU SURE SEEM TO SYMPATHIES LIE... 
BE KOWTOWING TO 
TH’ RAT CREATURES 
AN AWFUL LOT. 


THE ORPHANS 


IT WILL BE MUCH 


.. YOU SHOULD WORRY 
ABOUT YOUR OWN EASIER FOR YOU IN 
POSITION, MR. BONE. THE END IF YOU 
JUST CHOOSE 
: A SIDE. 


WHAT WAS NOT \S RIGHT! 

THAT FOR, ROCK JAW? A WAR EVERYONE |! THERE MIGHT 
GOING ON. 

I THOUGHT HAT ALL.) | Se 

L TOLD You YOU THINK fo} 

NOT TO WALK >| , CHOOSE A 

ABOUT? SIDE’ 
ON THE SAME SIDES? SO BACK 
mn OFF! 


SIDE AS 
THE RAT 
CREATURE 


CUB. 


SUCH AS 
INSIDE VERSUS 
OUTSIDE? ae ; 
Tw HOW RUGGED 
OF YOU. 


THE ORPHANS 


... BUT 
THEY GOT 
AWFUL BIG 

NOSES’ 


NOT THEM! 

WE KNOW WHO 
THEY ARE 
THAT’S FONE BONE 
AN? SMILEY BONE! 


NO. WE’RE FROM 
THE VALLEY! 
IS HE A GOOD Guy 
OR A BAD GUY? 
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YOU MEAN 
ROQUE JA? 


HAVEN’T YOU 
EVER SEEN 
ROQUE JA 

BEFORE? 


IS HE GONNA 
HELP OUR FRIENDS 
OR HURT ‘EM? 


THE ORPHANS 


ROGUE JA SAYS EVERYBODY 
LI GUESS THAT HAS TO BE ON A SIDE NOW 
DEPENDS ON WHOSE BECAUSE IT’S A WAR. 
SIDE YOUR FRIENDS YOU CAN EITHER PICK 
ARE ON. THE RAT CREATURES 
OR THE DRAGONS. 


Z PICK THE 
DRAGONS... 


NEVER SEEN A , 
PRAGON, BUT I ROQUE JA? 
KNOW I DON’T 

LIKE THOSE 


di 
» \\ CREATURES’ 
RAT CREATURES: SIDE EVERYBODY KNOWS 


EITHER! ROQUE JA 
eur HATES DRAGONS - - 


WHOSE SIDE 
IS HE 
ON? 


—In 


I THINK 
THE BONE COUSINS 
ARE IN TROUBLE! 
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THE ORPHANS 


HIT A NERVE, THERE 


ROCK JAW? THAT’S RIGHT! 


WELL, IF YOU WE’RE FRIENDS 
THINK WE’RE GOING TO \/ OF THE VALLEY 


DO i pea THAT PEOPLE 
WILL HELP THE AN’ WE’LL 
RAT CREATURES, sToP YOU! 
you CAN 
FORGET IT! 


THE VALLEY PEOPLE MAY 
HAVE RULED IN THE PAST, 
BUT THEY LOST CONTROL 
A LONG TIME AGO. 


--- AND THOSE 
MISERABLE VERMIN 
THE RAT CREATURES! 


THE 


NALLEY PEOPLE... 


THIS WAR IS NOW 
BETWEEN TWO OF THE 
ORIGINAL INHABITANTS 

OF THE VALLEY: 


«oe THE 
HIGH AND MIGHTY 
DRAGONS... 


THE ORPHANS 


BE CAREFUL 
THE LOG |S 
SLIPPING! 


WHAT BO £ 
DO? 
WHAT DO L 

DO? 


TAKE IT 
EASY. 


JUST JUMP OVER 
TO THAT LITTLE 
BRANCH’ 
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THE ORPHANS 


I THOUGHT LI : ..- BUT IT MUST 


HEARD : HAVE BEEN SOME 
SOMETHING ... N FALLING ROCKS. 


ANP EVERY DAY 
MORE OF THEM ARRIVE 


OH, 
SAO BROTHER. 
CREATURES ARE IN MY BEAUTIFUL THERE 
VERMIN? einer ne GOES THE 
’ NEIGHBORHOOD! 


JUST THE 
SIGHT OF THEM 
ON MY 
MOUNTAIN 
INFURIATES 
ME! 
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THE ORPHANS 


YOU FIN? ANYTHING 
OVER THERE, 
COMRADE? 


NOTHING, COMRAPE, 
THESE TINY BONES 
HAVE BEEN PICKEP CLEAN/ 


HUNGRY, COMRADE! COMRACE’ NONE OF THAT! 
IT HAS BEEN PAYS PO YOU 


SINCE WE ATE THOSE BEGINNING TO MEAN IT? ¥\ IF YOU EVER TELL ANYONE 
TWO RACCOONS/ WISH WE HAP I SAIP THAT, 
SOME OF YOUR | ; I'LL DENY IT/ 
HOMEMADE 
QUICHE/ 


BUT I’M SO a OH HEY - - HEY! 


HOw ABOuT 
EATING 
YOULOOK LIKE Yo US FOR DINNER? 
A COUPLE OF HUNGRY } 
. GENTLEMEN. . . 
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THE ORPHANS 


I x2 : 
its Sf pie lg \Sf, THEY'RE JUST TRYING TO 


; / GET A RISE OUT OF YOU, COMRADE! 
CATCH US, THAT IS! BESIDES, THEY ARE LITTLE ANP 
MUCH TOO QUICK FOR US/ 
WE WILL HAVE TO 
OUTWIT THEM! 


WHAT’S TH’ MATTER? j 
= THOUGHT YOU WERE WHO ARE YOU CALLING 
MEAT EATERS, NOT QUICHE-EATING OLD LADIES?/ 


Q.UICHE-EATING 
OLD LADIES! 


NOW? SHALL WE OUTWIT 
THEM NOW? 


COME BACK HERE, YOU LITTLE BRAT/ 
ZI’LL SHOW YOU WHO'S A 
QUICHE-EATING 
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THE ORPHANS 


DO YOU KNOW WHAT THE > 
VALLEY PEOPLE THINK ABOUT 
THE DRAGONS? THEY THINK THE 
DRAGONS CREATED THE 
VALLEY // 


IF YOU DON’T LIKE 
RAT CREATURES SO MUCH, 
WHY DON’T YOU TEAM UP WITH 
THE DRAGONS AND CHASE 
THEM OFF? 


BECAUSE THE ONLY 
THING WORSE THAN 
THE RAT CREATURES 

ARE THOSE 
ARROGANT 


SO, THEY THINK IF YOU ASK ME, IT’S 
THE QUEEN OF THE DRAGONS A FOOLISH FAIRY TALE FIT ONLY 
WENT MAP ONE DAY, AND ALL THE FOR THE WEAK-MINDED. 
OTHER DRAGONS WERE FORCED 


TO COME ANP RESTRAI ee 
R RAIN HER oo vou 


SAY SHE WAS 
TURNED TO 
STONE? 


SHE RESISTED, AND OUR 
LANOSCAPE IS THE RESULT 
OF THEIR BATTLE - - THEY CRASHED 
AND PUSHED AGAINST THE MOUNTAINS, 
AND CREATED THE VALLEY. IN THE 
END, WHEN THEY COULD NOT STOP HER, 
THEY HAD TO TURN HER TO STONE! U4 


Lid 
& eM 
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THE ORPHANS 


GOTCHA! NOW WHO's A 
QUICHE EATING OLD-- 


WERE, KIT KT GREE 


al). 
Q\ 
fir~ 


A RAT CREATURE! 
ON MY MOUNTAIN’ 


Qt a - 
LS : 
a. ‘ \ 


—_ . 
ae x 
; yy) = : ea 
S\ 
~ IT’S SAFE 
BEHIND THIS 
: ROCK! 
us 
9 “ 
0 
. @ 
Ove, 


THE ORPHANS 


STOP MOVING, 


LI THOUGHT 
YOU SAIP THIS 
WAS SAFE/ 


DON’T WORRY, 
COMRADE! 

1 AM HERE TO 
SAVE YOU? 


STUPID, STUPID 
RAT CREATURES. 


THERE,’ 
ARE THEY OKAY?/ 


THE ORPHANS 


YES! ; DID d 
WE JUMPED OFF you SEE EY 


THEY'RE HEY, 
SA A hee coy mae RODERICK FONE BONE! 
WAVING Z THINK 


MOUNTAIN/ ) HIS ARMS ROCK JAWS 
onlay COMING 
R 7 BACK UP 
artt oo THE CLIFF 


RED ALERT! 
BACK Ur??? THAT CAT IS TEARIN’ 
WOW, WE up THE MOUNTAIN 
GOTTA AN’ HE’S CUSSIN’ 
GET OUTTA / A BLUE STREAK’ 


WE GOTTA 
GO NOW, WHAT PO YOU 
MEAN YOU CAN’T? 


YOU HAVE TO 
COME WITH 
us’ 
7’ 


LET’S GO! 


( Le 


’ 


Ss GO! 


( 
> 


L CAN’T LEAVE 

THE OTHERS? ran ene WHAT’S GOING 
BUT SINCE WE’RE ALL ON HERE, GUYS?! 
FRIENDS NOW, MAYBE _ 


WE CAN WORK 
TOGETHER! \ - 


THE ORPHANS 


THESE ARE 
Y 
FRIENDS’ 


COME 
EVERYBODY! 
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RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


SAVE THE 
INTRODUCTIONS 
FOR LATER! 


ROCK JAW IS 
ALMOST TO THE 
TOP OF THE CLIFF 

AN’ I DON’T 

THINK HE’S 
VERY HAPPY! 


(V WA aN 


A” d MR. BONE? US KIDS HAVE 
7 | HIDING PLACES ALL OVER THE 
MOUNTAINS. YOU BETTER 
COME WITH US/ 


RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


\ HET i 
SA it : 
——— ¢ 2 = a 
ae “4 e 
+ ‘ . r 
, oa 
- > . 
fj 
na Say, 5 ~~ U 
LoS BARTLEBY, , 
) ° Ya 
, y -, - 
E \ 


RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


HE CAN’T REACH US! 
WE’RE SAFE? 
4 


AN 


RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


WHAT ARE 
WE GONNA PO 
NOW? 


WE MIGHT AS 
WELL GET 
COMFORTABLE ... 


HELL SIT 
THERE FOR 
TWO OR 
THREE DAYS! 


OHMYGOSH’ 
WE’RE 
TRAPPED! 


IS THERE 
SOME 
OTHER 
WAY 
OUT OF 
HERE? 


NOW HOLD ON.” 
THIS RAT 
CREATURE 
IS WITH US 
AN’ HIS NAME IS 
BARTLEBY! 


CREATURE! 
AN’ RAT 
CREATURES 
EAT 
PEOPLE LIKE 
us’ 


THAT GIANT CAT’S 

NOT GOING 
ANYWHERE/ } 
SCOOT over: 

ROCK JAW 

WILL SIT 
THERE ALL 
DAY! 


YOU WANNA 
GIVE AWAY 
ALL OUR 
SECRETS? 


WELL, WE CAME ALL 
THIS WAY TO RETURN 
BARTLEBY TO HIS 
HOME IN TH’ MOUNTAINS, 
AN’ WE’RE NOT GONNA 
ABANDON HIM NOW! 


IF TH’ 
BONES 
SAY TH’ 
KID IS 
OKAY, 
THEN HE’S 


THEY’RE 
MY 
FRIENDS,’ 
I TRUST 


RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


p42 ee eae TRUE! 

T LM DOWN! 

IT DOESN’T MATTER IF wee oe 
yOu TRUST US OR NOT... PASSAGE OR 


we ears WE’LL STARVE 


STAY TRAPPED IN TO DEATH 
THIS CAVE FOR IN HERE, 
TWO OR THREE PAYS! 3 
>a i 
I f E » 


\ er 


IT LOOKS I’M GOIN’ 
KINDA AFTER HIM? 

L DON’T 
WANT THOSE 

BIG TEETH 
BEHIND ME! 


CAREFUL. 
IT GOES 
STRAIGHT 


THAT’S 
ENOUGH! 
SHOW US 
THE 
SECRET 
PASSAGE! 


RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


WATCH IT. 
WE’RE IN SOME 
HUGE OPEN 
SPACE NOW. 


JUST 
A 


LITTLE 
FARTHER! 
WE’RE 
ALMOST 


IL HOPE SO. 
IT’S GETTIN’ 
A LITTLE 
STUFFY 
IN HERE. 


THIS IS IT, 
SMILEY! 
) THIS IS THE 
¥/ OPENING! 
/ I’M OUTSIDE! 


RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 
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RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


NOW THERE’S SOMETHIN’ : ... YOU REMEMBER YEAH, £ 
YOU DON’T SEE EVERY DAY! 4 \) WHEN WE WERE WITH REMEMBER, 
ROCK JAW, HE TOLD A BUNCH OF 

US A STORY ABOUT PRAGONS HAD 
HOW THE VALLEY A FIGHT AN 

WAS CREATED? PUSHED UP THE 


MOUNTAINS. 


RIGHT! THE QUEEN ‘ é ANP TH’ 
OF THE PRAGONS WENT MAD 2 ONLY WAY THEY 
AND STARTED ON A RAMPAGE! ao COULD po IT 
THE REST OF THE DRAGONS Tes 


: WAS TO TURN 
bil ees HER TO STONE! 


THIS IS THE NO, NO, NO! 


GUEEN OF THE 
DRAGONS TURNED T me ae ~z AT LEAST 
STONE?! J es I THINK IT’S 
eae i 
JUST AN ANCIENT da eae 
TEMPLE .. . 


RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


LISTEN, SMILEY? 
BEING TURNED TO STONE 
IS THE SAME THING 
THAT HAPPENED TO 
ANOTHER ANCIENT 
ENEMY OF THE DRAGONS’ 
THE SAME ENEMY WHO 
IS AFTER PHONEY BONE 
AN? THORN’ 


MEAN TH’ 


BUT £L 


THOUGHT IT WE KNOW SOME PEOPLE 

WAS A FAIRY WHO BELIEVE IN THEM - ~ LIKE 
TALE AN’ GRAN’MA BEN AND LUCIUS DOWN? 
NOBODY Z’VE SEEN A DRAGON, TOO, 


BELIEVED 
IN PRAGONS 


REMEMBER? 


ANYMORE! [ > -/ THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS 


Is 


AFTER PHONEY BONE AND 


ENEMY OF THE DRAGONS 


THORN, AN? HE WAS AN ANCIENT 


QUEEN OF COULD BE. IS THIS TUST 


THE DRAGONS LI DON’T KNOW. 


AND THE y 
IVS A 
LORD OF THE WEIRD 


A TEMPLE 


LOCUSTS ARE /[ \W COINCIDENCE, 


ONE AN? 


THE SAME? ANYWAY. 


YEAH, YOU/RE RIGHT! Se 


IT’S JUST SOME OLD ABANDONED 
BUILDING! BESIDES, EVEN 
‘ IF IT WAS AN OL’ ENEMY ee 
OF TH’ PRAGONS, HOW 
CAN IT HURT YOU 
IF IT’S TURNED 
TO STONE? 


SAY, 
WHERE’D THE 
KIDS GO? 
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WHO WAS TURNED TO 
STONE! 


PRETTY SURE 
IT’S JUST 
A TEMPLE, 
MAYBE IT’S 
AN OLD 
RAT CREATURE 
TEMPLE. .. 


IN ANY CASE, 
IT LOOKS 
ABANDONED 


HEY, FONE 
BONE AND 
SMILEY BONE’ 


OVER HERE! . 


RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


WE’RE NOT 
OUT OF DANGER 


— YET! 
7 RODERICK SAYS WE 
L WON’T BE SAFE UNTIL WE 
REACH THE TREE LINE! 


ONCE WE’/RE 
IN TH’ FOREST 
NO ONE CAN 


THE 
UPPER 
ENTRANCE, 


BUT HE’S 
STARTING 
TO GET 
Suspicious’ 


FIN? US! 


> 
DON’T WORRY 
ABOUT US/ 
IT’S A PRETTY WE CAN 
STEEP CLIFF, BUT IT’S HANPLE IT/ 
THE ONLY WAY DOWN 
FROM HERE, SO 
YOU BIG GUYS 
WILL JUST HAVE 
TO BE CAREFUL 
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RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


HEY, FONE BONE, 
HOW YOU COMIN’ 
WITH YER LOVE 
HEY’ HEY/ 
L DON’T 
WANNA * 
TALK ABOUT 
THAT IN 
FRONT OF 
EVERYBODY! 


YOU WRITE \e/ c/MON, BONE! ) AW, HECK, V 2° LIKE 
LOVE POEMS, TELL US A BONE’ TO HEAR 
MR. BONE? LOVE POEM! EVERYONE A 
KNOWS LOVE 
THEY’RE FOR POEM, 
TH d MR. BONE! 


YES! A LOVE 
POEM THAT 
YOU WROTE FOR 
MISS THORN? 
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RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


WE 
: WON’T 
MAYBE WE ’ 
CAN LAUGH‘ 


I’VE BUILT IT FROM LOVE - - 
- - FROM THE CLOUDS UP ABOVE - - 
E’EN THE RAINS CANNOT WASH IT 


AWA’ 
CY 


BUT MY LOVE YOU CAN’T HEAR, 
SO THE CART WILL NOT STEER, 
ANP I’M LEFT WITH A HEART 
FULL OF HAY. 


EVERYBODY’S YOU SAID 
A CRITIC, YOU WOULDN’T 
HUH, CUZ? LAUGH. 


OKAY, HERE’S ONE THAT 
ISN’T QUITE FINISHED YET. 


IN THE STALLS OF MY HEART, PEAR, 
I’VE BUILT A HORSE-CART, DEAR, 
ANP MY PEAR YOU CAN RIPE IT 
ALL DAY... 


LOOK AT 
ARTLEBY/ 


TH’ RAT 
ISN’T SO BAD 
AFTER ALL 


RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


YOU/RE 
KIDDING? 
WE CAN’T LOOK OUT 
GO DOWN THIS, THERE. 
CAN WE? 


THIS IS 
THE 
STEEP YOU SEE 
PART. THAT 
SMOKE? 


OH, YEAH. 
WHAT PO YOU THINK 
THAT IS? A FOREST 

FIRE? 


WHERE ARE WE? 
IS THAT ANYWHERE 
NEAR THE 

VILLAGE? 


LI CAN’T TELL. 
WE’RE LOST, TOO. 
I THINK MAYBE THE 

VILLAGE |S UP 

THAT WAY. 


RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


YOU’RE FROM WHAT BO YOU THINK, FONE? 
TH’ MOUNTAINS, I MEAN WE DID LEAVE PHONEY BONE 
RODERICK/ I’VE NEVER IN THE VILLAGE. 
WHERE’S TH’ VILLAGE HEARD OF YOU DON’T THINK ANYTHING 
OF BARRELHAVEN BARRELHAVEN COULD HAVE HAPPENED 
FROM HERE? BEFORE. WHILE WE’VE ca AWAY? 


I THINK 
WE BETTER GET 
DOWN THERE. WELL, WELL... IF. IT ISN’T 
THE BONE COUSINS/ 


gs 
™~ 


HEH, HEH, EXCEPT THIS YESSS! 
--- ANP THE LITTLE SNOTS TIME, THERE |S NO GIANT ROQUE JA 
WHO PUSHEP US MOUNTAIN LION AROUN? IS STILL 
OFF THE CLIFF/ Ls TO INTERFERE’ KEEPING 
WATCH ON 
YOUR LITTLE 
MOUSEY 
HOLE UP 


OH, NO/ 
NOT AGAIN’ 


\ cag 


aX 


1 
i“ 
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RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


WHERE’? ALL THESE 
INSECTS COME 
FRO. 


M? 


RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 
~~" SYA \ 
x 4 a a F 5 \ e 
» oY e 
: @ 
WN 
a H | 
or ’ ), 
> N J 


YESSS/ YOUR 

ARM HOLE HAS 

HEALED QUITE 
NICELY/ 


RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


TI, 


\ 
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RAT CREATURE TEMPLE 


./ 
I’M SCARED, Y 
FONE BONE! /) | 
7 


ANP ME’ WE’RE ALL 
SCAREP!/ PO SOMETHING QUICK, 
ORE 


SMALL MAMMAL, 
WE ARE ALL KILLEP TO 
DEATH? 
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Ui fi 
YOU THINK OF ‘* 
SOMETHING! 
HE’S YOUR KING, 
ISN’T HE?/! 


( 


CHosT CIRCLES 


PUSH BACK, 
SMILEY! 


IM PUSHIN, 
TM PUSHIN,” 


$ = YY} 
é WP 
ms @ 
“ ae \ : 
x [ 
PD) 


oe 
2» 


THINK OF SOMETHING, 
SMALL MAMMAL/ 
7) KINGPOK IS GETTING 
é CLOSER WITH 
1 \ EVERY BITE 


WZ 


Wi Jw _ 
ei 


THE SLIGHTEST 
MOVEMENT 
COULD PUT US INTO 
THE REACH OF 
THOSE TEETH? 


CHosT CIRCLES 


OKAY, FONE 
BONE, REALLY¥-- 
WHAT’RE 
WE GONNA DO? 


I DON’T KNOW? 
Z CAN’T THINK’ 


JUST SAY THE 
FIRST THING 


THAT COMES 
INTO YOUR MIND? 
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CHosT CIRCLES 


THERE’S NOTHIN’ 
THAT WAY EXCEPT FOR 


, 
SHEER CLIFF FACE! WHAT PO you 


SUGGEST? DIPLOMATIC 
NEGOTIATIONS?/ 


WAIT, NOW, 

SAID THEY WERE LET’S TALK 

TRAITORS! THIS OVER 
MAYBE IF HE HAD 
THEM, HE’D LET 


WHY NOT? 
THE RAT 
CREATURES 
ARE 


DESERTERS/ 
LET’S HAND ‘EM 
OVER! 


HELP US, 
SMALL 
. MAMMAL,’ 


CHosT CIRCLES 


I AM NOT 
INTERESTED IN 
BARGAININ@ FOR 
THEIR MEANINGLESS 


--- UNLESS YOU TELL ME 
THE WHEREABOUTS OF 
THE ONE WHO BEARS THE STAR 


THE CHOICE 
IS YOURS... 


DECIDE QUICKLY! 
MY PATIENCE IS 


THE ONE WHO BEARS THE 
STAR? THAT’S THE SAME NAME J 
ROCK JAW USED FOR 
PHONEY BONE! WHY IS EVERYBODY 
AFTER OUR COUSIN?/ 


 —— $< 


THEY THINK PHONEY 
WANTS TO BE LEADER 
OF THE VALLEY, 
REMEMBER? 


7 WL /7 
Spee Mol ie 
\ IF YOU TELL Oi A elif Fe ORGET SELLOUT 
ERE HEIS Gt pie papas WELL 
= yey DIE Fist’ 


CHosT CIRCLES 
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CHosT CIRCLES 


ALL RIGHT, THIS IS GOOD! 


HOLD UP! 


I HAVEN’T SEEN HIM, 
HAVE YOU SEEN HIM? 


ANYBODY 
SEEN 
RODERICK? 


De. 
Nv 

v2 
WaY)) 
Qu 
O= 


ING 
Wh ty Ww 


EVERYBODY ACCOUNTED FOR 


HERE’S 
’ RODERICK? 


A] RODERICK! 
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CHosT CI 


WHAT’S THE 
BIG IDEA 
EATING 
OUR 
FRIEND? 


WE’RE IN THE 
WHAT PIP MIDPLE OF ESCAPING 
YOU HIT ME FOR? CONTROL YOURSELF! 


WELL, YOU’? BETTER 
START, OR ELSE 
THESE NICE, LITTLE 
CREATURES WON’T HELP 
US ESCAPE FROM 
KINGPOK... 


RCLES 


CONTROL 
MYSELF?/! 
I’M A 
. MONSTER! 

- MONSTERS PON’T 
CONTROL THEMSELVES! 
THAT’S THE WHOLE 
IDEAL! 


. «- WHO, BY THE WAY, SEEMS 
A LITTLE UPSET OVER THAT 
WHOLE ARM-CUTTING-OFF THING’ 


I NOTICED’ 
HE SURE CAN 
HOLP A GRUDGE, 
CAN’T HE? 


PARENTS? 
THAT’S 
WHY 
NOT! 


I DON’T CARE 


CHOosT CIRCLES 


SEE? 
THAT’S WHAT £ 
WAS SAYING 
WE’RE 
NATURAL 
ENEMIES/ 
TO US, YOU GUYS 
ALL LOOK LIKE 
HORS D’OEUVRES! 


— 


COULD WE 
DISCUSS THIS 
FROM A 
SAFER VANTAGE 
POINT? 
LIKE, SAY, 

A SLIGHTLY 
LARGER 
LEDGE? 


IT’S NOT GONNA TAKE 
KINGPOK LONG TO FIND US, 
SO HERE’S THE DEAL... 


WHAT ANYBODY S 
LOOKS LIKE TO you 


FUZZ-FACE, 
JUST DON’T STICK‘EM 
IN YOUR MOUTH, 
GOT THAT? 


IT ALSO MEANS 
NOBODY EATS 
ANYBODY! 
NO MATTER WHAT 
THEY q 
LOOK LIKE! 


UNTIL WE’RE OFF 
THIS LEDGE, 
WE CALL A TRUCE! 
THAT MEANS WE 


ALL WORK TOGETHER! 


HE’S 
TALKIN’ 


12 YOu BREAD- 


STICK/ 
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WATCH IT, 


WE AGREE 
TO YOUR 
TERMS, 
SMALL 
MAMMAL 
NOW GET US 
OuT OF 
HERE, 


7 T 
KEEP AN 


EYE ON 
y THOSE 


TWO, 
BARTLEBY! 


CHosT CIRCLES 


I THINK WE 
CAN GO 
THIS WAY... 


I THINK 
KINGPOK IS 
RIGH 


T 
ABOVE US! 


CHOST CIRCLES 


WE’RE 
DOOMED’ 


SOMEHOW 
WE HAVE TO GET TO 
THE SAFETY OF THE TREES 
DOWN THERE ... 
BUT WE CAN’T GO 
STRAIGHT DOWN - - 
IT’S TOO STEEP! 


AND WE CAN’T 
GO BACK, BECAUSE 
KINGDOK 
DESTROYED 
THE LEDGE! 


ALL RIGHT, ALL RIGHT’ 
WE’RE NOT POOMED 
YET! 


LET’S JUST 
THINK THIS THROUGH’ 


urls 
OUT, BECAUSE THAT’S ; 
WHERE KINGDOK 
IS NOW? 


“5 


@ 
Ze 
> 


I i a . ~ 
YOU CALL ES 


THIS 


ioe 
y\ 


THINKING 


; ae 
IT Syn 
THROUGH? 


[= A 


CHosT CIRCLES 


WHATEVER 
YOU CALL IT, 
IT LEAVES ONLY 
ONE WAY OUT! 
FORWARD! 


BUT- - BUT 
WE DON’T KNOW 
WHERE TH’ LEDGE 

GOES! 


HEY, BIR? KIDS! 
CAN YOU SEE WHERE 
THIS LEDGE GOES? 


a) 


(eo 


HEY? NOTHING 
WE’VE DONE SO 
FAR HAS BEEN 
UN-STUPIP, AND 
WE’RE STILL 
ALIVE, AREN’T 


YES! WHAT IF IT 
TAKES US 
RIGHT TO KINGPOK? 


OR BACK TO 
ROCK JAW, 
THE GIANT 

MOUNTAIN LION! 
DON’T FORGET 
ABOUT HIM? 


THE LEDGE GETS 


SMALLER AND SMALLER? 


BUT FARTHER 
AHEAD IS A BOULDER FLOW! 
IF YOU CAN REACH IT, 
YOU MIGHT BE ABLE TO 
WORK YOUR WAY DOWN 
TO THE TREES! 


7 
ZI CAN’T REALLY 


ARGUE WITH THAT, 
BUT I FEEL LIKE 
I SHOULD. 


CHosT CIRCLES 


WE’VE HEARD 
THAT SOUND 
BEFORE! 


MINE?’ 

YOU'RE THE ONE WHO 

MAPE US PESERT OUR 
STS/ 


; P ; 
AR IIA-AVA ANP NOW WERE GOING TO 
sesiiecs , BE PUNISHED’ 


¥ 
Wy y m 


THERE’S NO IGNORE THEM! 
ESCAPE! OH, WHY DID WE THEY’RE JUST GRASSHOPPERS! 
DESERT OUR POSTS? THEY CAN’T HURT YOU! 


Ws 
PN oS 
EX ce 
be, see 


WE HAVE TO 
KEEP 
MOVING! 


wy) Pa MM 


CHosT CIRCLES 


HOLD ON TO es Wrz 
THE CLIFF! y WHATEVER ~ A} me aay 4 2 ~ - DON’T OPEN 
YOU 00 -- Bed K your MOUTH?! 


aro A 
P| Wear a 
aN 


ceN. 
2 


a1 


: om 
LN x ge 


i 


BE CAREFUL! THEY’RE 
SWARMING 
ALL OVER 
THE LEDGE? AAS 


GETTING 
SLIPPERY! 


er 
A 


<7 

hy 
i Us 
Ws. re 


er 


a, 
CSE 


Sa 


CHosT CIRCLES 


WHAT 
HAPPENED? 


NAC 
BONO IA 
SWS 


\" a Ne 7 


HEY! 
THE LOCUSTS 
ARE 
Pan NG! 


THE LOCUSTS ARE 
ATTACKING 


CHosT CIRCLES 


BARTLEBY! 
GIVE ME 


IT’S 
\Y _KINGPOK/ 


i HE FOUNP US! 
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BNR 
( 
LET ify / 
, / | 


\ 
=i Ng 
Y 
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CHosT CIRCLES 


CHOosT CIRCLES 


SOMETHING FELL 

OUT OF BONE’S BACKPACK 
AN? SCARED OFF 
THE LOCUSTS! 


WHERE'S 
GDOK? 
KIN ae 
DISAPPEARED! 
\ Poof 


VANISHED 
INTO 


JUST HEALED! 


THIN AIR 


SOMETHING IN YOUR IT LOOKS A CROWN? 
BACKPACK LIKE A L BET IT 
SCARED THEM CROWN’ BELONGS TO 


OFF, THORN! 
HAPPENED TO ARE YOU OKAY? 


Locusts? WHAT’RE YOU 


DOING WITH 
THAT 
IN YOUR 
BACKPACK, 


d I HAD NO IDEA 
WHAT WAS 
IN THAT BUNDLE’ 
GRAN’MA BEN 
GANE IT TO ME 
AN? ASKED 
ME TO KEEP IT 
SAFE! 


a) THAT IS 
WHAT SCARED 
THE LOCUSTS AWAY! ‘ 


ITIS A \ 
Rp ORAGON-THING! & 


CHosT CIRCLES 


ANP THIS] 
AN OLD 


A MEDALLION! 
GLOVE; 


SOME KINDA 
METAL 
SHIRT... 


ITIS 
A 


BAD 
THING,’ 


DREAMING 

IS PART OF 

THE LOCAL 
BELIEF SYSTEM. 


GRAN’MA BEN 
WAS TELLING 
ME ABOUT 


CHOST CIRCLES 


YOU MEAN IT’S 
rs A A RELIGION 
RELIGION? FOR 
GRAN’MA BEN 


DREAMING IS A 
PEOPLE WORD! 
ANIMALS CALL 
IT HUM-HUM! 
IT’S THE HUM OF 
THE EARTH/ 


AW, C’MON! 
YOU GOTTA HEAR IT! 
HOW ELSE COULD 
YOU LEARN TO 
WALK, OR TALK OR 
FIND? FOOD FOR 
YOURSELF?! 


WELL, ACTUALLY, 
WHERE WE COME 
FROM THERE IS 
NO HUM-HUM 


NOT TRUE! 
IT’S 
ENERYWHERE/ 
IT’S STRONGER 
IN SOME 

PLACES, 
i: Winiy, BUT IT’S 
ne ie EVERY WHERE! 


DIDN’T YOU 
FEEL IT BACK 
AT THE 
OLD STONE 
TEMPLE? 


IF Z DIDN'T 
LEARN IT IN TH’ 
FOURTH GRADE, 
IT DION’T NEED 

LEARNIN’! 


OF COURSE IT DOES! 
WHAT A RIDICULOUS 
QUESTION! 
DON’T 
you 
HEAR 
\T? 


LI HATE TO 
BREAK IT UP, 
GUYS, BUT 
WE CAN’T 
STAY HERE. 
WE’RE 
NOT 
SAFE UNTIL 
WE MAKE IT 


ALWAYS CRAZY 
AT THE OLD 
TEMPLE, BUT 

TODAY IT 


WAS SCARY! 
/ UNTIL HE 


VANISHED? 


CHosT CIRCLES 


OH, MY \/ OH, YEAH, NOW JUST 
GOSH! FOR SURE! HOLD ON - - 
you SOMETIMES ° WHAT ABOUT 
THINK WHEN ALL TH’ ROCKS 
KINGDOK YOU GO ARE YOU THAT WERE 
WAS PART THROUGH SAYING CRASHING DOWN 
OFA THE TEMPLE KINGDOK AROUND US? 
DREAM?/ YOU GET THE LEDGE CRUMBLING 
NIGHTMARES! a OUT FROM UNDER 
WE JUST OUR FEET? 
DREAMED 
IT? 


GET CRAZY OH, COME ON! 


AROUND L BET IF WE WE SAW WHAT DID 


THAT OLD WENT BACK IT - - WE 
’ d 7 YOU CAN YOU SAY 
TEMPLE! ¥ THE LEDGE FELT IT’ FEEL STUFF THIS 


yheapaas WHEN YOU TEMPLE < 


a ts IN ONE PIECE! DREAM? w nS 
BUILT ON A ON? 


GHOST 
CIRCLE, 


VERY DANGEROUS.’ 
IF YOU STEP INTO ONE 


A GHOST J " 
CIRCLE’ THAT’S = ‘OU’LL DISAPPEAR. 


WHERE THE — YOU Guys 
LOCUSTS 4 oy 
COME FROM. ai SERIOUS! 


CHosT CIRCLES 


SMILEY, RIGHT, 
THE GUY WHO’S RIGHT! 
AFTER PHONEY BONE - - / HE PROBABLY 
-~- HE’S CONTROLS 
CALLED THE LORD THE LOCuSsTS’? 
OF THE LOCUSTS/ HENCE TH’ 
NAME! 


I’LL SAY! 
THE LOCUSTS 
COULD MAKE 
HER BELIEVE 
ANY THING, 
HECK. THEY COULD 
MAKE THE WHOLE 
VALLEY 
BELIEVE 
ANYTHING,’ 


|S tis guy is 
AFTER THORN, TOO! 


SHE DOESN’T 
HAVE ANY IDEA WHAT 
SHE’S UP AGAINST/ 


SHE’S 
COMPLETELY 
VULNERABLE! 


yOu THERE! 
OPEN UP 
YOUR 


I STILL DON’T 
UNDERSTAND HOW 
HE COULD INDUCE 

A MASS 

HALLUCINATION 

LIKE THAT. 


THAT’S IT! 
GRAB YOUR 
STUFF’ 

WE HAVE TO GET 
BACK AN? WARN 
OUR FRIENDS’ 


Y CHECKING 
FOR 
SMALL 
MAMMALS. 


ANYBODY 
IN HELLO? iN 


MAYBE 
WE SHOULD 
@O BACK AND 
MAKE SURE 
PHONEY’S 
OKAY. 


YOU HEARD TH’ 
MAN/ LET’S 


C’MON, 
SMILEY? 
GET IT 


HELLO? GEAR? 


CHosT CIRCLES 


LET’S GET 

OFF THIS 

MOUNTAIN 
QUICK... 


. .. BEFORE 
SOME 
NEW 
CRISIS 
REARS ITS 
UGLY HEAD! 


HE CAN 
STAY WITH 
US UNTIL WE GET 
UNDER COVER - - 
THEN WE 
SPLIT UP... 


CALL OF THE WILD 


C’MON, 
BARTLEBY! 


LOOKS 
YOU’RE C 
TO LIVE 


LIKE 
OMING 
WITH 


.- YOU AND LT ARE 
GOING BACK TO 
BARRELHAVEN. 
BARTLEBY CAN STAY 
WITH THE TWO 
STUPID RAT 
CREATURES! 


YOU/RE VERY 
CLOSE NOW! 


JUST A 
LITTLE MORE, 
AND YOU’LL 
REACH THE 
SAFETY OF 
THE 
TREES! 


SMILEY? 
THAT 
RAT CREATURE 
CUB IS NOT 
COMING TO 
LIVE WITH US! 


WHO ARE 
YOU CALLING 
STUPID? 


CALL OF THE WILD 


BUT, FONE BONE, THESE 5 
TWO CLOWNS CAN’T TAKE SAY! SPEAKING OF 
THE VALLEY- - 
CARE OF A LITTLE CUB! LOOK OUT THERE! 
THEY CAN’T EVEN , 
TAKE CARE OF 
THEMSELVES! 


BARTLEBY CAN’T 
LIVE IN THE VALLEY, 
SMILEY! HE WON’T 

BE SAFE! 


THAT COLUMN 
OF SMOKE WE SAW 
IS GONE! 

DO YOU THINK TH’ 
FOREST FIRE IS 
OUT? 


I GUESS SO. 
BUT I’M NOT SO 
SURE IT WAS A 

FOREST FIRE... 


WHAT ELSE 
COULD IT HAVE 
BEEN? 


CALL OF THE WILD 


LI DON’T KNOW FOR SURE, ROCK JAW! THAT OL’ 
BUT ALL OF ROCK JSAW’S ( BLOWHARD! HE WAS SO 
TALK ABOUT WAR IS MAKING q FULL OF HIMSELF. .. 
ME KIND OF er 

NERVOUS! 


. BUT WE SHOWED THAT 
GIANT KITTY CAT, 
DION’T WE, 

KIDS? 


L BET HE’S STILL 
AT THE TOP OF THE 
CLIFF GUARDIN’ THE 
ENTRANCE TO THAT 

CAVE! ‘ 


HEE! 
OL’ ROCK JAW 
DOESN’T KNOW 
ABOUT OUR 
SECRET 
TUNNEL DOWN 
THROUGH THE OLD 
TEMPLE! 


LET'SNOT No) <e': OKAY, OKAY. 


CONGRATULATE \ / BESIDES, SMILEY, STILL, 1/0 
OURSELVES JUST | I’M MUCH LIKE TO SEE THAT 
YET. \ MORE WORRIEP ABOUT / | OL’ RASCAL’S 4 
WHAT MAY HAVE & FACE WHEN HE 
HAPPENED IN REALIZES WE GAVE 
THE VALLEY WHILE WE HIM TH’ SLIP 
WERE AWAY. 


CALL OF THE WILD 


MR. BONE, IF YOU’RE 
WORRIED THAT 
SOMETHING MAY HAVE 
HAPPENED WHILE WE WERE 
GONE, WHY PON’T YOU 
ASK THE TWO RATS WE 
HAVE WITH US? 


BORDER 
PATROL?! 
THE FIRST TIME 
I MET YOU WAS ON \ THE TREATY- - 
THE OTHER SIDE OF \ BUT KINGDOK 
THE VALLEY! YOU WERE) COMMANDED 
DEEP IN PRAGON USTO YF 
TERRITORY! 


YESSS, WE 
WERE BREAKING 


THAT’S RIDICULOUS’ x 
OUR COUSIN PHONEY 
BONE IS NO LEADER’ 
I CAN’T IMAGINE WHAT 
GANE YOU GUYS THE 
IDEA HE WAS 
A THREAT! 


KINGDOK DIDN'T 
HAVE OTHER REASONS FLAT-LANPERS, IT’S TRUE, 
FOR SENDING YOU 
ACROSS THE 
VALLEY AND 
VIOLATING THE 


WE KNOW 
NOTHING/ 
WHAT DO YOU WE ARE ONLY 
KNOW ABOUT THOSE LOWLY 
COLUMNS OF SMOKE (FOOT SOLVIERS ON 
WE SAW DOWN BORPER PATROL 


IN THE VALLEY? 


HEY, YOU TWO! 


KING@POK’S APVISOR, 
THE HOODED ONE, 
TOLP HIM THAT A NEW 
LEADER WAS ENTERING 
THE VALLEY - - 

A LEADER WHO BORE 
A STAR ON HIS CHEST’ 


KIN@POK SENT US 


ACROSS THE VALLEY 
TO THE PRAGON’S STAIR 


TO CAPTURE THIS 
UPSTART THREAT/ 


KIN@POK HATES THE 


BUT THE TIME WAS NOT SO LONG 
AGO THAT HE WAS CONTENT TO 
ABIDE BY THE TREATY ANP LEAVE THE 
VALLEY PWELLERS ALONE... 


CALL OF THE WILD 


= 
ALL THAT CHANGEP WHEN THE vr 
HOODED ONE ARRIVED... [AG as" . + ANP WITH HIM CAME 
HE CAME TO US FROM e THE LOCUSTS ANP 
THE VALLEY... ONE OF THE THE PREAMS/ 
WANPERING@ HOLY MEN KNOWN 
AS STICK-EATERS ... 


THE POWER OF YOU SAW IT j WITHOUT THE HOOPEP ONE 
THE LOCUSTS IS TODAY AT THE TO CONTROL THE LOCUSTS, 
VERY STRONG’ OLD TEMPLE WE MIGHT ALL BE 
THE PREAMS CAN ROLLING SENSLESSLY 
MAKE YOU BELIEVE ON THE GROUNG 
THE SKY ITSELF MAP AS LOONS/ 


IS FALLING/ 


MORE ANP MORE 
KIN@POK LISTENS TO TO THE POINT THAT 
THIS STICK-EATER AND KIN@POK MUST OBEY 
HIS LOCUSTS. THE HOOPEP ONE FOR FEAR 
( THAT THE LOCUST WILL 
OVERWHELM HIM 


CALL OF THE WILD 


IT WAS NOT NOW WITH THE 
ALWAYS SO. COMING OF THE 
IN THE OLD PAYS LOCUSTS, IT IS 
THE HUM-HUM DIFFICULT TO TELL 
WAS GOOD, WHAT IS GOOP. § 


WE WERE HAPPY. F OR WHAT 
\o~\ IS REAL. 


) AND THIS IS THE 
KIND OF LIFE YOU 
WANT TO SENP LITTLE 
BARTLEBY BACK TO? 
SOME KIN? OF 
INSECT CULT? 


BARTLEBY IS A 
RAT CREATURE, 
SMILEY! 

IF THIS IS WHAT 
RAT CREATURES 
BELIEVE, THEN 
WHO ARE WE 
TO JUDGE? 


THE HOOPEP ONE BLAMES HE SAYS bh 
OUR UNHAPPINESS ON THE WE MUST RETURN TO THE 


VALLEY PEOPLE ANP THE DRAGONS, OLP WAYS... TO THE 
AN? ON THE TREATY TIME BEFORE THERE 


WHICH FORCES US TO WERE VALLEY PEOPLE... 


LIVE IN THE MOUNTAINS. WHEN THERE WAS 
ORDER IN THE WORLD. 


ire 


THAT’S RIGHT, 
HE’S NOT ONLY WHEN YOU TRULY 


EVEN ONE LISTEN TO UNDERSTAND THE HOODED ONE’S 
OF YOU! HIM... MOTIVES 
IF YOU HOW WILL WILL YOU LEARN 
ASK ME, WE BE HAPPY? THE MEANING OF 
HIS HAPPINESS ... 


MOTIVES 
ARE PRETTY 
SUSPECT! 


SATISFACTION 
ANP 
HAPPINESS 
ARE NOT 
THE SAME 
THING. 


YEAH, 
ROCK 
JAW! 

A PERSON 
CAN BE 
SATISFIED 
ANP NOT BE 


CALL OF THE WILD 


WHAT THE 
HOOPDED ONE 
SEEKS, YOU SEE, 


AN? POWER |S 
THE TRUE 
SECRET TO 


y es, 
Vas 
Z Yi, 


OH, S SEE WHAT YOUR 
PROBLEM IS... { 
YOU BELIEVE SOMEONE 
TRULY CAN BE HAPPY. 


TURN AROUND, PLEASE... 
WE’RE GOING 
BACK UP. 


TUT! TUT! 
NO ARGUING NOW. 
EVERYONE! THAT’S 
RIGHT! 


CALL OF THE WILD 


BH! THERE IS NO GOOD AND EVIL. 

7 WHAT IS EVIL TO YOU DEPENDS ON 
WHAT SIDE YOU ARE ON. 

WHAT IS GOOD TO YOU IS EVIL TO 

THE RAT CREATURES, ANP VICE VERSA. 


YOU SEE, HAPPINESS }( THE ONLY THING OF 
ITSELF IS JUST AN SUBSTANCE THAT 
EMOTION THAT CAN JX MATTERS IS POWER’ 


BE INDUCED... 


WHAT 
ABOUT 
GOOD 

AN? EVIL? 
THAT’S NOT 
TRUE! 


YW SN’T IT, MY LITTLE ORPHAN? 
PO YOU THINK THE SUN CARES 
IF YOUR MOMMA AND POPPA 
WERE EATEN BY RAT CREATURES? 
IT DOESN’T. 


THE SUN WILL SET 
TONIGHT ANP RISE AGAIN 
TOMORROW 
WHETHER YOU ANP I ARE HERE 
OR NOT. 


ANYTHING THESE THERE IS NO 
MISERABLE WRETCHES DO GOOP OR EVIL... 
IS UTTERLY ONLY NATURE. 
INSIGNIFICANT. AND IN NATURE, THE 
ONLY THING THAT MATTERS IS 
POWER? 


CALL OF THE WILD 


ONCE WE 
CROSS THIS 
PLATEAU AND 

START UP THAT 
PATH, WE 
WON’T GET ANOTHER 
CHANCE TO 
ESCAPE! 


YOU/RE 
WRONG, MR. ROCK JAW! 
THERE’S OTHER STUFF 

THAT MATTERS? 
LIKE FRIENDSHIP AND 
TRUST! 


TAKE IT 
EASY, 
RODERICK! 
DON’T LET 
THAT BULLY 
GET TO 
yOu! 


THE LIGHT WILL BE 
GONE SOON. IF WE CAN 
STALL HIM, WE MIGHT 
HAVE A CHANCE TO 
MAKE A BREAK IN 
THE DARK/ 
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WHAT’RE 
WE GONNA 
pO?! 


FRIENDSHIP AND TRUST ARE MERELY 
EARTHBOUND SENTIMENTS THAT 
ONLY LEAD TO TROUBLE. 
TRUST NO ONE, 

THAT’S MY MOTTO. 


OUR 
ESCAPE PLAN 
JUST GOT 
COMPLICATED! 


CALL OF THE WILD 


THIS SURE 
FEELS REAL’ 


OH, WE ARE IN 
BIA, BIG TROUBLE, 


CALL OF THE WILD 


TURN YOUR PRISONERS 
OVER TO US 
IMMEDIATELY’ 


~ . 
~— 


N 


WERE YOU. 


PERHAPS YOU 
WERE EXPECTING J 
A REWARD... ? 


I WAS BRINGING 
THEM TO YOU 
ANYWAY! 


yd 


2 


CALL OF THE WILD 


“= gaint? /7 


2 Nes 20 


HA’ HA/ MASTER OF THE 
EASTERN BORDER, 
LOOK AT HIM RUN/ 


CALL OF THE WILD 


\\ YESS! YESSS’ 
Ppa RL WE’RE NOT REALLY 


ITORS/ , 
WE br bevta PLANNING 

P THEM OVER 

Ou THE 


> by ? 7, 


@L 


E | 7 \- 
OO ee 


CALL OF THE WILD 


w= oa en — 
—\ SS 4 
aa \ We oN 
A ne 4 
a 04 sy 
So: 


EVERYONE! 


ACK UP? 
SQUEEZE IN 
AS FAR AS 
you CAN GO/? 


CALL OF THE WILD 


'( THIS TIME WE’RE 
, 


GOIN’ HOME 
FOR REAL! 


CALL OF THE WILD 


GOOD-BYE, 
‘POSSUMS,! 
T’/LL 
MISS YOU! hese pei 
RENT YO 
COMING, 


HEY, YOU DORKS! YOU BETTER 
BREAK IT UP AN’ GO HOME, 
OR YOU’RE GONNA BE 
SOMEBOPY’S SUPPER! 


NO, £ LIVE IN 
THE MOUNTAINS. 
I’M STAYING HERE 


; THEN BOOP 

LUCK, RODERICK/ 

4 THANKS FOR THE 
ADVENTURE! 


GOODBYE FOR 
NOW! COME 
et eOne 
MOUNTAINS 
AN’ VISIT ME! 


Seid 
GOOPBYE! 
i 
2 > 
a 


— 
RODERICK! 
GOODBYE! 


CALL OF THE WILD 


I KNEW OL’ SMILEY, I 
ROCK JAW WOULD DON’T THINK WHAT 
TURN OUT TO ROCK TAW DIP 
BE ON OUR SIDE’ HAD ANYTHING TO 


BARTLEBY! 
THE " 
MATTER? < 
_ 
~ 


a - 
yN 


CALL OF THE WILD 


F 
ne HE NEVER CAME 
hy, DOWN! 
aN ~ 
7~ 


THAT’S WEIRD... 
IT’S AWFUL QUIET. 


CALL OF THE WILD 


THEY CAN’T 
JUST VANISH 
INTO 
THIN AIR’ YOU THINK IT WAS 
ANOTHER PREAM?/ 


THEY’RE 
LEAVING! 
AN’ THEY’RE 
CARRYING 
KINGPDOK 
AWAY! 


LOOK AT THAT! 
THERE’S TWO GUYS 
RUNNIN’ UP 
BEHIND THEM! 


IT’S THE 
TWO STUPID 
RAT 
CREATURES! 
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NO - - WAIT’ 
THERE THEY ARE! 
UP THERE! 


THOSE 
BACKSTABBERS/ 
THEY TRIED TO 
HAN? US OVER 
AT TH’ LAST 
MOMENT 


CALL OF THE WILD 


WONPER 
WHAT THEY’RE 
uP TO? 


SEEMS 
IKE THEY’RE 

BEING 
ACCEPTED @OOP FOR 


BACK INTO THEM = ~ 
THE BUT WHERE’S 


GROUP. BARTLEBY? 


MAYBE 
THEY’RE TIRED 
OF 


BEING 
DESERTERS. 


QZ 


BUT I 
DON’T WANT 
HIM TO 
REJOIN TH’ 
GROUP! 


IT’S WHERE 
HE BELONGS, 
SMILEY? 
IT’S WHAT HE 
WANTS TO 
pO! 


CALL OF THE WILD 


HE’S TRYING 
TO REJOIN 
THE GROUP 

TOO! 


DON’T BE SAD! 


IT’S WHAT WE CAME 
HERE TO DO! 
THIS IS A HAPPY 
ENDING! 


NATURE 
HAS TAKEN 
ITS 
COURSE! 


CALL OF THE WILD 


YEAH. YEAH. 


WILL HE BE OKAY? HE’LL BE FINE. 


LISTEN... 


YOU CAN 
WATCH HIM FOR 
A WHILE IF YOU P ; GOOD-BYE, 
WANT, ? BARTLEBY. 


BUT NOT 
TOO LONG - - 
WE GOTTA GO, 

ALL RIGHT? 


Prologue 
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PROLOGUE: CRANKY GROUNDHOG 


CAN YA SEE 
ANY THING, 
FONE BONE? 


PROLOGUE: CRANKY GROUNDHOG 


PROLOGUE: CRANKY GROUNDHOG 


I DON’T 
RECOGNIZE 
ANY THING. 


I 
oh! 
BREAD THIS MORNING, 

ANP? WE HAVEN’T I’M SORRY! 
HAD A BATH SINCE - - 


STAND BY, 


MILEY! 
MORE LOST I’M COMIN’ 
THAN WE WERE 
BEFORE. 


WE MIGHT BE 


PROLOGUE: CRANKY GROUNDHOG 


OH, YEAH’ 
C’MON! 2’7M WHAT DID 
bee 050 you 


COMIN’ POWN IS 
A LOT HARDER THAN 
GOIN’ UP! 


JUST TRUST 
YOUR 
HANDS. I 
GOTCHA. 


BUT I HAVE TO 
STAND HERE, 


WHAT IF MY 
COUSIN FALLS? 


DON’T £ 
GOT RIGHTS?’ 
HOW IS IT 
MY FAULT 
IF HE FALLS?/ 
DON’T 


BLAME ME, 


PROLOGUE: CRANKY GROUNDHOG 


I’M NOT 
BLAMIN’ YOU, 
JEEZ. 


ALL MY 
LIFE L’VE 
BEEN BLAMED 


FOR 
EVERY THING, 


a 
PAL ot OUTTA 


enuey? YOU GUYS RUMORS? 


IT’S ME 
TED TH’ BUG: eaves? 


TED! 
YOU FOUN? US! WUN’T EASY TA FIND, WHAT 

WE’RE LEMME TELL YA/ RUMORS? 

I BEEN ALL 
OVER TH’ PLACE... 
AFTER ALL TH’ RUMORS SAY, TED, 
I HEARD, LT WAS GIMME A HAND 
GETTIN’ WORRIED - - HERE, WILL 


0 
ce) 
=I 
a 
z 
=] 
° 
rd 
1) 
> 
x 
z 
d 
rr 
U 
W 
3 
i 
° 
o 
oa 


HEY, FONE BONE,’ 


LOOK WHO’S HERE! 
WE’RE SAVED! 


YEAH, I 
SAID FONE BONE, 
AN’ THIS is 
IM. 


BUT WAIT! 
LI DION’T KILL 
KINGDOK, I 


PROLOGUE: CRANKY GROUNDHOG 


BESIDES, THE 
LAST TIME WE 
SAW THAT DUDE, 


KILLED KINGDOK? 
WHAT’RE YOU 
TALKING ABOUT? 
I DION’T KILL 
ANYBODY. 


I HEARD THAT 


KINGDOK IS DEAD, 


AN’ THERES A 


SWEAR - - HE WAS RUMOR GOIN’ ROUND 
HOW COULD I? THAT BONE KILLED 
HE’S GIGANTIC! HIM/ 


THAT’S 
NOT WHAT 
\ HEARD. 


TORE HIM UP FROM THE TOP OF THE 
WE SAW A PRETTY Goop, | |'S_THORN OKAY? IS » MOUNTAIN WE SAW 
GIANT MOUNTAIN TOO. BUT HE EVERYTHING ALL COLUMNS OF SMOKE 
LION NAMED RIGHT? COMING FROM 
ROGUE JA THE FOREST... 
ATTACK KINGDOK 
A FEW DAYS 
AGO! 


YEAH! YEAH! 


LAST I SAW THORN 
SHE WAS RESCUING 
THE GREAT RED DRAGON 
FROM PHONEY BONE’S 
LYNCH MOB. 


PROLOGUE: CRANKY GROUNDHOG 


= KNEW IT? “THAT’S TH’ SMOKE YOU 
I KNEW IT HAD SAW! THOSE MONSTERS 
SOMETHING ARE BURNING EVERY FARM 
TO DO IN THEIR PATH! 
WITH PHONEY/’ 
WHAT 
HAPPENED? 


THORN SAVED THE 


DRAGON, BUT AT THAT LUCKILY, AIN’T NOBODY 


VERY SAME MOMENT, 


BEEN KILT YET, AS FAR AS L 


KNOWS, BUT LOTSA FOLKS IS 
ice ae ee HOMELESS AN’ SCARED! 


HANPS ON THAT 
NO-GOOD, SELFISH 
COUSIN OF OURS - - 
HIM AND THAT 
STUPID STAR SHIRT 
HE ALWAYS WEARS’ 


WELL, 
C’MON, TED, 


TAKE US BACK. 


EVER SINCE WE CAME 
WAIT’LL I GET MY TO THIS VALLEY THE RAT worst THING. o> BECAUSE 
Oe ee foe Te OF US, THE ENEMY KNOWS 
eS eoipe THORN IS A MEMBER OF THE 
he ae LOST ROYAL FAMILY. NOW 
_ SHE’S IN DANGER, TOO. 


- - BECAUSE THEY 
THINK PHONEY’S 
A THREAT TO THEM, 
ene a 
SEARCHING FOR YOU 
mebgeratnag GROLUNDHOS WAS 
THINK YOU KILLED 
KINGDOK! 


LET’S GET TO THE BOTTOM 
OF THIS “ONE WHO BEARS 
THE STAR” BUSINESS BEFORE 
SOMEONE REALLY DOES 
GET HURT - - 
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THE HOLLOW TREE 


SHE 
FOUND 
THEM! 

SHE FOUN? 
TANNER AN? 
HIS FAMILY? 


THEY MUST’VE 
BEEN HIDING 
IN THE ROOT 

CELLAR. 


COME ON, 
THORN, 
COME 
ON... 


HURRY! 
GET IN HERE’ 


THERE’S 
TWO PATROLS 
COMING! 


SHE SHOULD’VE 
STAYED DOWN’ 
THEY’LL NEVER 
MAKE IT 
ACROSS TH’ 
CLEARING 
WITHOUT 
BEING SEEN’ 


THE HOLLOW TREE THE HOLLOW TREE 


WUE 
VG 


y 
"Witte 


THEY ARE ABANPONED/ NO REPORTS. 
yes. WE BURNED THIS FARM Our MISSION IS NOT HEARD ABOUT 
TO MAKE CERTAIN YESTERDAY! WHY ARE YOUR 
THE FARMS ARE WARRIORS STILL MOVING WEST? § 
HAVEN’T YOU HEARP THE 


DP ae : PRINCESS ANP THE SMALL 
AEA EE REPORTS: ~~» BALP CREATURE WHO 
y N BEARS THE STAR! 
\ 


> 
ra Ne p) \ X WE ARE SWEEPING WE HAVE HEARD THEN YOU HAVE 


a. 


THE HOLLOW TREE 


RUMORS ARE RUNNING WIL? 
UP ANP POWN THE FRONT LINES 
THAT KINGPOK IS DEAD’ 


WHAT ARE THEY 
SAYING? 
I DON’T UNDERSTAND. 


ARS A STAR 


WHO 4 
SOUND LIKE ANYBODY 
YOU KNOW?/ 


THE HOLLOW TREE 


THEY ARE TURNING 
AROUND, 
HEADING BACK 
EAST 


WHat THEE ee ALL THE PATROL \) 
WAS THAT ALL THEY’RE IN A STATE TEAMS ARE RETURNING 
ABOUT? OF CONFUSION - - TO THEIR BASE CAMPS 

THEY TO FIND OUT WHAT HOW CAN YOU 


SEEMED PRETTY ( THERE ARE RUMORS IS GOING ON. TELL THAT? 
UPSET ABOUT } THEIR CHIEFTAIN HAS Tey Wee Tee 


SOMETHING! BEEN KILLED. IN SOME KIND OF 


JIBBERISH/ 


THEY WERE SPEAKING L DION’T. 
NESSEN... OH, REALLY? BUT FOR 
AN ANCIENT RAT AND SOME REASON 
CREATURE LANGUAGE WHEN DIP YOU ZI UNDERSTOOD EVERY 
RESERVED FOR LEARN TO SPEAK AN SINGLE WORD THEY 
TIMES OF WAR AND ANCIENT RAT CREATURE SAID. 


MILITARY EMERGENCY. A MILITARY LANGUAGE?/ 
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THE HOLLOW TREE 


MRS. TANNER, WE 
HAVE SOME FOOD AND 
WATER FOR YOUR FAMILY 
AT A SMALL CAMP NOT 


WHY |S THIS 
HAPPENING, 
THORN? 
WHY ARE THE 
HAIRY MEN 


FAR FROM HERE... 


DOING THIS? 


re eTHAT’S WHERE 
THE REST OF THE 
VILLAGERS ARE. WE’RE 
GOING TO SEND YOU 
BACK THERE UNTIL 
WE CAN DETERMINE 


IS SAFE. 


DW | eg 4 


NO. WE’RE GOING TO 
THE TOWN. IT’S A CLOUDLESS 
NIGHT, SO WE’LL KEEP TO 
THE RAVINES. 

SAM _CAN TAKE THE 
TANNERS BACK TO OUR CAMP. 
TON, WENDELL AND EUCLID, 
YOU KNOW THE ROUTINE. 

LET’S GO. 


YES, I DO. 


WOULP YOU 
BELIEVE ME IF I 
SAID THE PRINCESS 
WAS INNOCENT, TOO? 


THAT THE TOWN 


BELIEVE YOU. 
THAT’S THE 
ONLY REASON 
I HAVEN’T LET 
WENPELL AND 
EUCLID 
STRING 
LI SWEAR L YOU UP. 
DON’T KNOW WHAT 
THE RAT CREATURES 
WANT, THORN’ THIS 
IS ALL SOME KINDA 
CRAZY MIX-UP! 


THEY’RE 
NOT JUST AFTER 
ME, THEY’RE AFTER 
SOME PRINCESS! 
Z’M INNOCENT, 


YOU MEAN IT? 
YOU BELIEVE 
ME? 


NOW 
LET’S GO 
SEE WHAT’S 
LEFT OF 

OUR 
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THE HOLLOW TREE 


THIS CAN’T 
BE RIGHT. WE 
MUST’VE TAKEN 

A WRONG 
TURN. 


I’M SURE IT’S GONE! ; IT ee THEY COULDN’T he 


THIS IS IT... THE ENTIRE 
BUT... VILLAGE HAVE DESTROYED tty 


OUR 
WHOLE TOWN - - 


WHERE’S 
THE BARRELHAVEN WE’RE 
TAVERN? STANDING IN IT. 


THE HOLLOW TREE 


YOU WON’T 
FIND ANY. PHONEY, WHERE 
ry | > 
4, f 7k 
OUT IN TH’ 
BARN/ 
HE AN’ SMILEY 


WHAT ARE Cm HIM AN’ HIS PRAGONSLAYIN’ SCHEMES! 


a WE GOING Z SAY WE KILL HIM RIGHT NOW! 
HAPPENING! TO DO? ks Y 
A. Soe, 7 
G Ar ie 


RG .s 
Re THORN 
2 
THis 1S ALL < ) 


ROTTEN es y) 
BONE’S J 
FAULT! E 
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THE HOLLOW TREE 


wn eee ee toe NY MO ROYED ieee 
erg AND DESTROYED & "iiSce 
BONE DOWN. OUR TOWN: 1 \ CREATURES 


Q 


HE TRICKED US INTO CHASIN’ 
q WE DON’T KNOW 
Muy CROC ERIG COREG ae WE HAD BEEN WHAT HAPPENED | 
AWAY FROM OUR HOMES & - ae eT Clic 
WHEN WE SHOULDA BEEN 6b Xx ERE, TH fe 
eed pee ne i LUCIUS MIGHT BUT WHATEVER 
cee fc STILL BE ALIVE’ IT WAS, IF 
? q YOU HAD BEEN 
HERE, YOU WOULD 
HAVE SHARED 
HIS FATE/ 


FORCED YOU TO 
FOLLOW HIM/ 
YOU WERE A MOB 
LOOKING FOR 


AN? SO WOULP ALL THE WHY ARE YOU 
OTHER VILLAGERS WHO DEFENDING HIM? 
WERE WITH YOU HUNTING yOu HEARD THE 
PRAGONS’ THIS BONE PROBABLY HAIRY MEN - - 
SAVED HALF THE VILLAGE By THEY’RE SEARCHING 
TAKING YOU UP INTO TH’ WHOLE VALLEY 
THE MOUNTAINS! 44 FOR THE ONE WHO 
= = BEARS THE STAR’ 


7 LOOKING FOR 
A PRINCESS TOO! 
RIGHT, 

THORN? 
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THE HOLLOW TREE 


KEEP IT UP, WHAT PO YOU SAY, 

EUCLID! WENDELL? DO WE STRING HIM UP 
THE MORE WE OR NOT? 

BEHAVE LIKE 
BRUTES, 

THE MORE 

POWER OUR 
ENEMIES 


YOU DON’T AS ILL GET 
“MUCH WANNA MUCH TO ( HOLD OF MYSELF 
DESTRUCTION LET HIM RIGHT AFTER 
neeie OFF THE HOOK, I TWIST HIS 
THORY's DO YA? . SCRAWNY 
THERE’S BEEN AHOLD OF 
ENOUGH | YOURSELF! 


VIOLENCE, GO ON, 


YER MAJESTY, 
ORDER THIS 


PRINCESS? r , ul OKAY, OKAY, THE 
LIKE A YEAH, THAT'S RIGHT? RAT CREATURES [ Rat CREATURES 
AN’ THAT MEANS WERE SEARCHING 
PRINCESS ‘ MAY THINK I’M 
GRAN’MA BEN IS HER FOR A 
PRINCESS? f cary GOPMOTHER SO » A PRINCESS 
YOU'RE IN BIG TROUBLE, 
BUDDY! << \ TRUE. 
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THE HOLLOW TREE 


A PRINCESS? THERE HASN’T 
HOW? BEEN A 
FROM WHERE?/ KINGDOM 
THE ROYAL FAMILY FOR ALMOST 
WAS KILLED IN FIFTEEN \ 
THE BIG WAR! YEARS! 


YES, 
BUT WHAT DOES 
KIND COOK LIKE | THAT MAKE OL’ ROSE BEN? 
; pence THE LOST GUEEN 
OF THE VALLEY? 
OL’ GRAN’MA BEN RACES 
COWS, REMEMBER. .. 


THAT MEANS YOU CAN JUST 
KEEP YOUR TRAP SHUT - - 
UNDERSTAND? z 


YEAH, YEAH. 
WE ALL GOT OUR 
LITTLE DELUSIONS OF 
GRANDEUR. I COULD 
TELL YOU WANTED 
TO GET IT 
OFF YOUR CHEST. 


YES, I KNOW THAT. 
EVERYBODY KNOWS THAT 
-- EXCEPT, APPARENTLY. FOR 
THE RAT CREATURES AND MY 
GRAN’MA BEN. BUT THAT 
THEY DEFINITELY 
THINK I’M A PRINCESS. 


PRINCESS 
NECESSARILY-~ - 


LOOK, I DON’T KNOW IF IT’S 

TRUE. .. BUT I AM SURE WE 

SHOULPN’T BE DISCUSSING 
IT HERE? 


LISTEN UP. THIS WAR CLUB 
BELONGS TO MY FRIEND FONE BONE. 
I FOUND IT HERE IN THE WRECKAGE 

OF THE BARN, AND THERE’S A 
@GOOP CHANCE HE AN? SOME 
OTHERS ESCAPED... 
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THE HOLLOW TREE 


... ZT FOUND SOME TRACKS ! HEY! YOU CAN 
LEADING AWAY FROM THE COMPOUND? FORGET THAT. Be on Ai 
INTO_T . AS FAR AS 77M , 
2 = WANT TO FOLLOW THEIR TRAIL. JF CONCERNED, TH’ JPab, BUT WATCH 
——_ i BONES KILLED \ HEN 
~ lh " | Lucius’ Y} ea Ben A 
ain 4 | : : UT MY 
COUSINS’ 


BUT Lise ae ie I CAN’T ABANDON 
, A CAMP fe) MY FRIEND: 
7 "4 of red pel HURT ANP FRIGHTENED 
PEOPLE BACK THERE. 
ARE YOU JUST 
GOING TO ABANDON 
THEM? 


LOOK WHAT £ THAT’S MY HMM, THAT’S 
FOUND! IT’S A NOTE! TREE THAT LUCIUS STRANGE. HOW DIP IT 
NOTE TO WHERE DID AN’ I USE TO PASS GET THERE? _ 
FONE BONE! YOU FIND IT? MESSAGES TO EACH os 
OTHER. 
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THE HOLLOW TREE 


\ “NG 
‘I HAVE GONE HOME TO Lucius AND HE PUT IT IN 
GRAN’MA’S FARM.” MUST’VE THE TREE FOR YOU 
TO FIND, JON. 


I WROTE THIS THE NIGHT FOUND THE 


I LEFT THE COMPOUND 
SO FONE BONE WOUL? KNOW 
WHERE LI WENT... 


YEAH! 
MAYBE ALL OUR 
IF HE’S RIGHT, NEIGHBORS ARE 
THEN LUCIUS STILL ALIVE’ 
BECAUSE HE MIGHT STILL BE 
WENT TO 
GRAN’MA BEN’S 
FARM TO LOOK 
FOR THORN! 


WHO ME? 
you MEAN 


y 
I HAVE TO LOOK OUT THERE?! 


FOR FONE BONE. 
WILL YOU BE COMING 
WITH ME, PHONCIBLE? 
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FIRST THING 
IN THE MORNING, WE 
HEAD NORTH TO 
GRAN’MA BEN’S 


AT LEAST 
YOU’RE NOT 
A COWARD? 


THE HOLLOW TREE 


np versggiod dee ARENT INVINCIBLE YOU KNOW. 
YEAH, Right! ON SECOND THOUGHT, ene 


WHAT PO YOU WAN 
YOURE GONNA nae Sree TO TELL YOUR GRAN’MA 


NEED A GUY 4 IF YOU GET HURT? 
WITH MY SKILLS ‘ 
FOR PROTECTION, 


DON’T WORRY, WENPELL, 
I CAN TAKE CARE 
OF MYSELF. 
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THE HOLLOW TREE 


UM... 
LI THINK THIS MIGHT BE 
FOR ME. 


CAN I WE BRING A SHE IS 
HELP you? MESSAGE WAITING FOR 
TO you yOu AT OLD 
FROM YOUR MAN’S CAVE. 
GRANPMOTHER. 


SHE BIDS 

yOu TO 

JOIN HER 
IMMEDIATELY. 


THE HOLLOW TREE 


OLD MAN’S CAVE... 


HOW DO I KNOW I CAN 
TRUST YOU? 


BEFORE I CAN GO TO 


oe eee YOUR GRANDMOTHER 


BIDS YOU TO JOIN HER 
FRIEND FONE BONE. IMMEDIATELY. 


YOU HAVE TO HELP ME, WE ARE BUT GUIDES. 
DON’T YOU? 
IT IS YOUR DUTY. — YOU ALONE MAY WALI 
© YOUR PATH. 


THEN GUIDE 
ME 


SHOULD I SEARCH 
FOR MY FRIEND? 
OR SHOULD 
I GOTO 
OLD MAN’S CAVE? 


THE HOLLOW TREE 


YOUR FRIEND WAS LAST SEEN FAR AWAY IN BUT REMEMBER. . . 
THE EASTERN MOUNTAINS. HE IS RUMOREP TO YOU HAVE A 
HAVE BEEN INVOLVE? IN THE DEATH OF THE MIGHTY GREATER DUTY TO 
KINGDOK, AN? MANY ARMIES ARE NOW YOUR PEOPLE. 

SEARCHING FOR HIM... 


. WHAT DO 
CHOOSE, - . 
YOUNG ONE. a I 90? 
TIME IS 
SHORT. 


YOUR MAJESTY, 
OLD MAN’S CAVE IS I DON’T KNOW. ve cesar 
FONE BONE ON THE WAY TO YOUR IT’S SO HARP WERE STOPPING 
pce GRANDMOTHER’S TO THINK. COR THE 
FARM! WE SHOULD T/LL DECIDE NIGHT! 
GO THERE! IN THE JON You DAVE 
PERHAPS LUCIUS AN? MORNING. THE FIRST WATCH! 
THE OTHERS ARE ALREADY : 
THERE WAITING FOR 


THE HOLLOW TREE 


CH 
A 
rAl 
¢ 
4\ 

a2 
Bi 

Ay 

4 


CAN ANYONE 
HEAR ME? 
I CANNOT MOVE. 


GRANDMOTHER? 
YES! YES! 
IT IS ME’ 


OH, GRANOPMOTHER! 
WHERE HAVE you 


I HAVE SEARCHED 
EVERY WHERE! 
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THE HOLLOW TREE 


( VW O/- I AM SO SORRY 
‘ Ne Seu cor ROT Hive FOR THE THINGS I SAID! 
= PLEASE FORGIVE ME - - 
I WILL NEVER RUN 
AWAY FROM YOU 
AGAIN! 


iy 


nN 


THAT IS EXACTLY 44 
WHAT ZI WANTEP TO 
HEAR... NOW BE A 
GOOP GIRL ANP USE 7 
SWORP TO CUT THE ipod AWAY 
FROM YOUR ANKLE: 
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THE HOLLOW TREE 


NYY ize 
Nia 


PRAW YOUR 
WEAPON ANP COME 
TO ME 


Kee? QUIET, 


CIUS! 
, 


SHE FOOLED 
ME ONCE 
AS WELL. 


THORN! 
WHERE ARE YOU? 
= CANNOT 

SEE yOu! 
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THE HOLLOW TREE 


“LO % 


4 q Us a 
GIVE ME 4 s SF, Wy A 
, . HoLe Ticut” FY , 
THE SWORD. oa ( 90 Now S 

L Be SP, oN = 


. 
a 
Zn 


Su 
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THE HOLLOW TREE 


DRAGONS IN THE EARTH 


UNDERSTAND 
HOW SHE COULD 
LEAVE ed LIKE 


ST ees 
a 


MAYBE WE 
SHOULD 
STOP. 
I CAN’T SEE 
MY HAN? IN FRONT 
OF MY FACE. » 
If THAT’S YOUR 
| LAST WARNIN’, 


WE’LL NEVER 
FIND OLD 
MAN’S CANE. 


THIS WAY. 


JUST 
CAN’T BELIEVE 


MONE OVER, 
RUNT? 
YER STEPPIN’ 
ON MY 
FEET. 


WELL, BELIEVE IT. 
SHE SLIPPED OFF 
IN TH’ MIDDLE OF THE 
NIGHT WITHOUT SAYIN’ 
A WORD, AN’ NOW 
WE’RE WANPERIN’ 
AROUND? OUT 
HERE BLIND! 


THORN WOULD 


DRAGONS IN THE EARTH 


THORN COULD/VE 
FOUND HER WAY 
THROUGH THIS 
RAIN. SHE COULD 

FINO HER WAY IN TH’ 
DARKEST NIGHT 
LIKE SHE 
WAS FOLLOWING 
A MAP. 


SHE 
FOLLOWS THE 
DRAGONS IN 
THE EARTH. 
JUST LIKE TH’ 
DRAGON 
TOLD HER. 


EUCLID 


SAVE IT 


YEAH, WELL, SHE’S 
FOLLOWIN’ PRAGONS 


SOMEWHERE ELSE! 
FORGET HER’ 
WE GOT PROBLEMS 

OF OUR OWN - 2c 


STAY BACK’ 
DOWN, I/NE HAD IT WITH 
EUCLID’ THIS TROUBLEMAKER/ 


THIS IS ALL HIS 
FRUIT! 


FOR LATER! 
THERE COULD BE 
RAT CREATURES 

TWENTY FEET AWAY 


WHERE’S YER 
LITTLE PRINCESS, NOW? 
HUH, BONE? 
SHE’S NOT HERE 
TO SAVE YA! 


FOR ALL WE 


YOU’RE A 
FOOL, WENPELL/ 
SHE RAN OUT ON US 
LAST NIGHT!’ WHAT DO 
YOU CARE WHAT SHE 
WANTS?/ 


ALL RIGHT, THAT’S 
ENOUGH. I DON’T 
KNOW WHERE THORN 
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THE HARVESTARS WERE THERE’VE Y/Y YEAH, £ KNOW, 
WIPED OUT FIFTEEN YEARS BEEN RUMORS FOR YEARS AN’ OL’ 
AGO WHEN ATHEIA WAS THAT THE LITTLE GIRL GRAN’MA BEN 
SACKED! THERE’S NOBODY SURVIVED THE MASSACRE-- 
ALIVE WITH THAT NAME, 


THERE’S A 
WAR ON, GENTLEMEN. 
CONTROL 
YOURSELVES ... 


WHERE’S MY 


«ee OR 
I’LL PICK YOU B GRANDDAUGHTER? 
BOTH UP, AN’ WHERE’S THORN? 
KNOCK SOME 
SENSE INTO YOU. 


DRAGONS IN THE EARTH 


SHE WAS WITH 
US LAST NIGHT, \ 
BUT WE GOT UP 
THIS MORNING, /_ 


COME WITH ME. WE’RE 
NEAR THE CAVE NOW, AND 
YOU CAN DRY OFF - - 


TH - THAT’S 
AMAZING. 


Lucius’ 
YOU’RE 
ALIVE! 


LUCIUS TOOK OFF 
AFTER THORN WITHOUT 
A SECOND THOUGHT 
ABOUT HIS OWN 
SAFETY. 


COME. 
IT’S NOT SAFE 
OUT HERE, YOU’LL 
CATCH YOUR 
DEATH. 


THAT’S RIGHT. 
HE’S A VERY 
REMARKABLE 
MAN. 


SURPRISED 
YOu 
NOTICED, 
PHONCIBLE. 


DRAGONS IN THE EARTH 


I’M F-FREEZING, 
FONE BONE... 
CAN’T WE 
STOP FOR A 
MINUTE? 


PINCH 
YOURSELF - - 


WE GOTTA 
KEEP MOVIN’, 
SMILEY. 


TRY TO 
KEEP YOUR 
MIN? ON SOMETHING BAD 
OTHER THINGS? HAS HAPPENED! 


DRAGONS IN THE EARTH 


IT’S LIKE £ | TH’ RATS MARCHED ACROSS 
TOLE YA, SMILEY, TH’ one eee OF TH’ VALLEY 


THE RAT CREATURES STRAI TO WEST- 
HAVE ATTACKED! BURNIN’ Ba AN’ TERRORIZIN’ 
POPULACE, 


WE’S AT WAR! 


THERE’S NO 
TIME TO WASTE 
GRAN’MA ae AN’ 

oO 


So TH’ 
VENI-YAN MONKS 
HAVE TAKEN UP 
RESIDENCE IN OL’ 
MAN’S CAVE- - 


DRAGONS IN THE EARTH 


N! 
we it! 


IF YOU’RE NOT 
a 


TAKE OFF! 
WE DON’T HAVE 
TIME TO FOOL 

AROUND! 


. «+ THESE SMALL 


CREATURES ARE 
BRAVE... 


COULP THESE BE THE BONE CREATURES 
WHO HAVE SLAIN OUR KING... 7 


~ 


THEY ARE BONE CREATURES. .. 
BUT THEY HAVE NO STAR... 


NOT POSSIBLE.... 
THESE CREATURES ARE TOO SMALL... 
..- ANP? HELPLESS..... 


WE’RE NOT 
THAT HELPLESS’ 
WE COULDA KILLED 


DRAGONS IN THE EARTH 


A FUATLANDER! 2 


CRG. I MEAN IT! 
BACK uP? 


iI 


iN KINGPOK’s = 
= ~ R CLUB! 


ERE, 
FONE BONE. 
LI BROUGHT Sena 
OF YOURS 


THIS CREATURE TRULY IS 
THE KINGPOK SLAYER’ 
NOW TAKE OFF 


BEFORE HE GETS 
REALLY MAD! 


DRAGONS IN THE EARTH 


TW SW! 


THAT RESCUE 
WAS AS LAST 
MINUTE AS ANY 
THE DRAGON EVER 
MAD’ 


-- 


ANY BAY! 


THE DRAGON 
WOULD BE 
PROUD OF 


ME, 
WOULDN’T 
HE? 


WOO! 


WE’RE KINDA 
LOST. EVEN 
TED CAN’T TELL 
WHICH WAY 
IS WHICH IN 


/” GRAN’MA BEN 
WANTED ME TO 
MEET HER 


AT 
OLD MAN’S 


SPEAKING 
OF WHICH, 
WE BETTER GET 
MOVING. 


DRAGONS IN THE EARTH 


THAT WAY. OLD MAN’S CAVE 
IS DIRECTLY THAT WAY. 


Wow’! 

WE WERE 
HEADING IN 
TH’ WRONG 

DIRECTION! 


Y GREAT! LET'S GET 
GOIN’! GRAN’MA’S 
AWAITIN’ ON US! 


HEY, THORN! YOU’RE WE’RE NOT GOING | 
GOING THE WRONG WAY! | TO OLD MAN’S CAVE. 
you JUST SAID OLD MAN'S THERE’S NOBODY THERE 
CANE |S THIS WAY! WE CAN TRUST. / 


NOW, C’MO! 
WE NEED TO FIND 
ELTER. 


DRAGONS IN THE EARTH 


Gian 


. - BUT MY LORD, 
LI OFFER THESE RUMORS 
OF KINGDOK’S DEATH 
AS PROOF THAT THE BONES ARE 
POWERFUL MAGICIANS ... 


HOW ELSE CAN WE 
EXPLAIN IT? 
KINGQOK WAS ATTACKED, YES... 
BUT HE LIVES! 


eco YOUR 
OBSESSION WITH 


RS THE STAR oo 
BESINS TO CONCERN 


a 


L 


| 
al | \ 
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TWO 
TOGETHER ARE 
NECESSARY TO PERFORM 
THE RITUAL... 

YOU KNOW 


= MUST 
HAVE A PARTNER 
TO TIP THE 
BALANCE... 


UusB 
THE 


MANY ATTEMPTS HAVE BEEN 
MADE TO REACH THE 
VENI-YAN-CARI ... BUT SHE HAS 


‘ae AWAKENEP AN? REPELS OUR CALLS... 


PREZ US o oo 


THERE ARE OTHER WAYS TO 
SHIFT THE - - 


ANOUEGH ABOUT 
THIS STAR BBARBR/ 
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THE FLATLANDERS ARE 
BECOMING DISCONNECTED ... 
THE STAR BEARER HAS HELPED 

BY SOWING SEEPS OF DISTRUST 
AGAINST THE DRAGONS/ 


MASTER... 
PLEASE PO NOT BE ANGRY... 
OUR PLAN IS WORKING! 


OUR MILITARY OBJECTIVE... TO 
CAUSE WIDESPREAD FEAR AND? 
PANIC HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED ... 
WE HAVE SWEPT ACROSS THE VALLEY 
AND BACK ... DESTROYING ENERY ({\\ 


REACH OUT! 
PO YOU NOT FEEL IT? 
THE BALANCE IS SHIFTING’ 


FARM IN OUR PATH... SOON YOU WILL BE FREE... 


YBS .. IT IS 
TRUE oo 
WE ARB COMING 
CLOSER TO THE 


MASTER. .. I AM BUT 
YOUR HUMBLE SERVANT. .. 
I MERELY PROPOSE THAT THE 
VENI-YAN-CARI IS MORE 
POWERFUL ANP POSES 


A GREATER RISK 
woul 
oo o PBRAAPS SHOULD IT BECOME TAKE nem 


YOU ARB NECESSARY TO PERFORM PLAGB AS OUR 
TRALOUS OF Te A SACRIFICE... BYBS ANP? 
PRINGZSS AN? THAT HANGS 
IS WAY YOU ; ss hii 
PREFER THA STAR 
BRARBR ooo 


THEN HEAR ME, OLORD?P... 
THE PRINCESS SURELY HAS THE 
POWER TO FREE YOU... 
BUT SHE ALSO HAS THE 
STRENGTH TO DESTROY YOU - - 


PLEASE ... MY LORD, 
\F YOU COULD SEE THE OMEN... 
YOU WOUL? KNOW THAT THE 
ONE WHO BEARS THE STAR YES ooo 
IS A VENI-YAN-CARI... YOU ARE RIGHT. « « 
THE TWO OF US WILL BE 
ABLE TO SHIFT THE DREAMING 
. AND WITH LESS 


RISK TO YOURSELF. 


FOR NOW 
AT LEAST. o o 
YOU ARB OUR 
BYBS ooo 
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ooo BUT I? YOU ARB 
I? THIS OMEN WRONG, o o 
THAT ANNOUNGE? 
THE ONE WHO BBARS THE STAR 
IS -~ POWERFUL AS 


‘OU SAY. « 
THEN you x MAY CONTINUE 
YOUR SBARGH FOR THIS 
GREATURB o o o 


PREPAREP 
FOR YOUR EXP 
TO BB VERY. o o 


PAINAUL « » » 


PROTECTION SPELL 


WOULD yOu 


PROTECTION SPELL 


GUYS MIND KEEPIN’ 
IT DOWN IN 


HERE? 


OKAY, OKAY. 
WE’LL KEEP IT 
DOWN. 

WE PROMISE. 


THESE WARM SUMMER DAYS 
AIN’T GONNA LAST 
FOREVER, THORN. 
YOU DON’T HURRY UP, 
WE GONNA BE HIDIN’ 
FROM THE RAT CREATURES 
IN A SNOWBANK/ 


AIN’T IT HARB ENOUGH I’M 
PATROLLIN’ THE AREA TRYIN’ TO 
KEEP YOU GUYS UN-SEEN, 
YOU GOTTA GO ALL 
WHOOFPIN’ IT UP SO I 
GOTTA KEEP YA UN-HEARD 

TOO?! 


SUST. A FEW MORE PLAN? 
DAYS, TED, UNTIL THE ONLY THING 
WE FINISH OUR SEE YOU PLANNIN’ IS 
PLAN, A RAID ON TH’ 
SURROUNDIN’ 
CHERRY TREES! 


WE’RE NOT 
HIDING. OUR 
PLAN IS TO 
ATTACK THE 
HOOPDED ONE. 


ATTACK HIM, HUH? 
TES’ TH’ FOUR OF US? 
WE GONNA WALK 
RIGHT INTO TH’ 
RAT CREATURES’ CAMP 
AN’ JES’ POP TH’ HOOPED 
ONE ON TH’ CHOPS? 


NO, TED, OF 
COURSE NOT. 
YOU KNOW 
BETTER THAN 


sO 


I’M NOT SURE LI pO! 


IF ANYBODY WANTS MY 


ADNICE, AN’ CLEARLY 
NO ONE DOES, 
I SAY WE NEED 
TO GET TO 
OLD MAN’S CAVE! 


y 


ALL RIGHT, I’M GOIN’. 
BUT WHEN THIS IS ALL 
OVER, GRAN’MA BEN 
GONNA SQUISH ME 
LIKE A BUG FOR 
DISOBEYIN’ HER. 


YEAH, OKAY... 


IT’S JUST THAT MAYBE 
I DON’T UNDERSTAND 
TH’ PLAN. 


PROTECTION SPELL 


HE’S RIGHT, THORN. 
WE CAN’T 
DO THIS ALONE. 


GRAN’MA BEN ANP ALL 


THE VILLAGERS ARE 


I TOLD YOU, 
FONE BONE, WE’RE 
NOT GOING TO OLD 


| MAN’S CAVE. THERE’S 


NO ONE THERE WE 
CAN TRUST. 


ARE YOU SURE 
ABOUT GRAN’MA BEN? 
‘CAUSE 
TO TELL TH’ TRUTH, 
I KINDA MISS HER. 


COULD YOU 
MAKE A LITTLE 
PILE WITH 
THOSE 
DROPPINGS? 


Si 


you CAN 
TRUST 
GRAN’MA 
BEN’ 


I SAID NO. 


NOW, PLEASE GO 
BACK ON PATROL, 
AND MAKE SURE THAT 
ANYONE WHO COMES 
THIS WAY- - ANY BIRD, ANY ANIMAL, 
OR ANY INSECT~- - ANYONE - - 
IS TURNED AWAY WITHOUT 
SEEING US. 


EXCUSE ME... 
I’M GOING TO FIX 
SOME SUPPER. 
WOULD YOU MIN? 
HANDING ME SOME OF 
THAT FUEL, 
SMILEY? 


DRIED ANIMAL DROPPINGS. 


DROPPINGS? 


MAKES A SMOKELESS 
FIRE. 


WE CAN WORK 
ON OUR PLAN 
WHILE WE EAT. 


PROTECTION SPELL 


YEAH, HOW ARE WE 
GONNA GET THE 
HOOPED ONE? 

WE DON’T KNOW NOTHIN’ 
ABOUT HIM EXCEPT THAT 
HE APPEARS IN YOUR 


I DON’T KNOW. THERE’S A 
PROTECTIVE SPELL AROUND THE 
HOOPED ONE SIMILAR TO 
THE ONE TEP AND I 
PUT AROUNP THE FOUR 
OF US. 


THESE POWERS LET 
THE HOOPED ONE TRAVEL IN 
- -AND IN SOME CASES 
EVEN PERVERT - - OTHER PEOPLE’S 
DREAMS. 
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YEAH, THORN, 
WHO IS 
THIS GUY, 
ANYWAY? 


WE KNOW HE HAS 
AN ARMY THAT’S OUT 
HUNTING FOR YOU AND 

OUR COUSIN 
PHONEY BONE. 


..-BUT I BO KNOW SOME 
THINGS. 


I KNOW 
THE HOOVDED ONE 
DRAWS HIS POWER FROM 
A DREAM BEING CALLED 
THE LORD OF THE 
Locusts. 


THE MORE FEAR HE 
CAUSES, THE MORE 
POWERFUL HE 
BECOMES! 


SO WHY’S HE 
WANT YOU AN’ 
PHONEY? 


PROTECTION SPELL 


LI BELIEVE HE 
WANTS US BOTH FOR 
THE SAME PURPOSE ... 
TO SPEED 


THE HOOPED ONE 
THINKS YOUR COUSIN AND 
I HAVE THE POWER 
TO HELP FREE HIM. 


THE RELEASE 
OF HIS MASTER, 
THE LORD OF THE 
LOCUSTS, WHO 
IS TRAPPED IN 


THEN HE RILED UP FEAR AND 
H ANGER AT THE DRAGONS 
ord POWER, FOR HIS PRAGONSLAYER 


So yOU MIGHT SCAM! 


BUT 
poner porswr? THAT’S EXACTLY THE 
KIN? OF THING THAT FEEDS 


é O SPECIAL 
WW ABOUT PHONEY? THE HOOVPED ONE’S POWERS. 


WHOA, WAIT A MINUTE. 


WE KNOW HE 
CAUSES TROUBLE, 
BUT - - 


WELL, DURING THE 
COW RACE HE TURNED 
THE TOWNSPEOPLE gles asi 
AGAINST GRAN’MA BEN... W' : 


IT WAS SORTA MY POINT Lt 
FUNNY WHEN THE IS THAT BELIEVE 
ANGRY MOB ATE /PHONEY WOULD THAT 

A BUNCH OF NEVER DO Lt 
PHONEY’S ROTTEN ANYTHING PO 
PRUNE TARTS, TO HELP THE “ars 
AN’ HAD TO HOOPED ONE 
LEAVE INA ON PURPOSE! 
HURRY! 


RUN OUTTA 
BONEVILLE 
BECAUSE ALL TH’ HIGH SOCIETY 
PHONEY MUCKETY-MUCKS 
RAN FOR INTO THE RIVER WITH 
A GIANT CAMPAIGN 
BALLOON OF HIMSELF’ 
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PROTECTION SPELL 


BUT THAT’S WHY THE WHY 
WE’RE WALKING INTO A RAT CREATURES ARE WOULP 
NIGHTMARE AND WE NEED ATTACKING THE VALLEY. ANYBODY 
TO BE CAREFUL. EVERY FAMILY THAT IS WANT TO 
TERRORIZED BRINGS HIM RELEASE 
ONE STEP CLOSER TO THE THE LORD OF 
POWER HE NEEDS TO THE 
RELEASE HIS LOCUSTS? 


BECAUSE ONCE THE 
LORD OF THE LOCUSTS --. LORD OF A 
IS FREE, HE HAS TO NIGHTMARE EARTH. 
FIND A MORTAL FORM 
TO INHABIT. 


IF HE TAKES OVER THE 
HOODED ONE’S BODY, 
THE HOOPED ONE WILL BECOME 
THE MOST POWERFUL BEING 
IN THE WORLD. 


St 
THORN.” WHY DON’T 
PACK YOUR STUFF. YOU TRUST HER?/ 
y JEEZ, THORN! 
WE’RE GOING TO i 
OLD MAN’S CAVE YOU/RE 
, FREAKING ME 
RIGHT NOW: BEN AKING 
THIS IS CRAZY UT! 
SITTING OUT 
HERE! 


YOU REMEMBER 
THE STORY 
GRAN’MA TOLD US 
ABOUT THE NIGHT 
MY PARENTS WERE 
KILLED? 
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PROTECTION SPELL 


OF COURSE YES. I KNOW MANY OF MY 
I PO! YOU AND WE WERE CHILPHOOP MEMORIES WERE 
YOUR PARENTS BETRAYED HIDDEN FROM ME BY 
WERE ATTACKED BY ; GRAN’MA BEN AN? THE DRAGONS, 
RAT CREATURES. BUT A LOT 
THE NURSEMAID BETRAYED HAVE RETURNED. . . 

YOU TO 
KINGDOK. 


ANP THERE IS ONE THING 
I’M SURE OF- - 


WE HAD 
NO NURSEMAID. 
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PROTECTION SPELL 


COME, COME. 
IT IS NO USE HIDING. WHO DARES TO 
I KNOW YOU ARE TRESPASS ON ROQUE JA’S 
THERE. MOUNTAIN? 


PROTECTION SPELL 


+ HAIL, MASTER OF , ISN’T THIS 
THE EASTERN BORDER... : A 
SURPRISE! 


ga ee Mes HUMILITY DOES NOT 
LEADER OF THE RAT SUIT YOU, LION... 
CREATURE TRIBES TO Y/ 
VISIT MY HUMBLE 
I HAVE TRAVELED 
FAR TO ASK A BOON 


OF YOU... 


. YOU ASK A FAVOR OF ME? THE TIME FOR ALLIANCES 
| BAH? YOUR JOURNEY HAS IS PAST. YOUR LACKEY KINGBOK 
BEEN IN VAIN, HOLY ONE - ~- é SHOULP HAVE DELIVERED THAT 
MESSAGE TO YOU... 


OR PERHAPS HE DIDN’T 
HAVE ENOUGH OF HIS THROAT 
LEFT TO SPEAK WITH! 
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PROTECTION SPELL 


Ay ' 


\ RAY 
RS 


AH. KINGPOK, 
HOW GOOD OF 
you TO COME. 


PROTECTION SPELL 


CONTROL YOURSELF, 


LION.... 


YOU TRY MY PATIENCE ... 


YOUR LITTLE SPELLS DON’T 
FRIGHTEN ME, STICKEATER,. 
STATE YOUR BUSINESS 
OR BE OFF. 


« FOR QUITE 
SOME TIME I HAVE BEEN SEARCHING 
FOR THREE STRANGERS FROM ANOTHER 
LAND. I BELIEVE YOU KNOW OF THEM... 


Z SHOULP LIKE VERY MUCH TO 
TEACH YOU TO BE FRIGHTENED 
OF MY LITTLE SPELLS .... 
HOWEVER, MY MISSION 
HERE TODAY IS OF A MORE 
HUMBLE SORT.... 


MANY ATTEMPTS HAVE BEEN 
MADE BY MY GREATEST WARRIORS 
TO OBTAIN THESE CREATURES, 


BUT ALL HAVE FAILED ME... ser OST FOUN, 


HAVE EVER BEEN ABLE 
TO CAPTURE THEM... 


PROTECTION SPELL 


" YES, I’VE CAPTURED THEM... 
TWICE, IN FACT. WHAT 2O YOU 
WANT THEM FOR? 


THE HARVEST MOON? 
BLOOD MOON, YOU MEAN. 
WHAT ARE YOU UP TO, 


STICKEATER? ARE YOU 


PLANNING 
A RITUAL? 
A SACRIFICE, 
PERHAPS? 


I TRIED TO GIVE THEM TO 
YOU ONCE ALREADY. 
BUT KINGPOK INSISTED I 
LEAVE THEM WITHOUT 
PROPER COMPENSATION. 


BUT TIME IS RUNNING SHORT... 
«++ Z MUST HAVE THEM BEFORE 
THE HARVEST MOON ... 


DELIVER THEM? 


ALL MAGIC IS STRONGER WHEN 
ONE USES THE NATURAL WAXING AN? 
WANING OF THE PREAMING RHYTHMS ... 


WILL YOU DO THIS 
THING FOR ME? | 


I DID END UP WITH HIS 
TONGUE, OF COURSE, BUT 
I WILL WANT MORE 
NEXT TIME. 
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Z WILL HAVE COMPLETE ae FY NOT SO FAST, STICKEATER. 
SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE EASTERN : RITUAL MAGIC ON THE HARVEST 
MOUNTAINS NORTH OF : MOON, EH? 


THE OLD TEMPLE. ‘ a8 YOU MUST HAVE 
za : GREAT PLANS... 


I WANT TO BE WELL REWARDED. 


WHAT MORE PO YOU 
SUGGEST? 


A TRIBUTE. ONCE A YEAR (ae = : 
YOUR HAIRY MEN WILL BRING ‘Wag LES SUS Sty Tani 
TO ME ONE EIGHTH OF THEIR J THE DEAD BODY OF DO NOT WISH THERE TO BE ANY 


THE PRINCESS? OF WHAT RIVALS AT MY PARTY. 


USE IS A DEAD BODY 
AT A SACRIFICE? 


TO ME THE DEAD BODY (| 
OF THE PRINCESS. ¥2 


DONE. I WILL 

BRING YOU & - 

YOUR BONE [Je ; me 
CREATURES. oe vie OEE 


PRINCESS. 
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WHAT? 
HOW LONG WAS 
I OUT? 


PROTECTION SPELL 


PHONEY 


BONE? 
Ww p 


YEAH, YEAH, 
GREAT, JON, 
Quit LIKE I BEEN 
SHOUTING. SLEEPIN’ ON 
A ROCK FOR 
A WEEK. 


YOU HAVE! 
YOU HAD A FEVER 
AN’ YOU WERE 
DELIRIOUS. 


DAYS! 
YOU WERE OUT 
FOR A LONG 
TIME- - 


62 


PROTECTION SPELL 


ISN’T IT EXCITING? 
JUST LIKE 
TALES OF THE 
OLPEN DAYS! 


IL THOUGHT YOU DION’T 
LIKE THESE GUYS. 
THE TOWNSPEOPLE CALLED 
EM STICKEATERS. 


OH, THAT. 
WE THOUGHT 
THEY WERE 
WANPERING 
HOLY MEN. 
MONKS. 
BEGGARS. 


BACK WHEN 
OLD MAN’S CAVE 
WAS THE MYSTICAL 
STRONGHOLD OF 
THE VENI-YAN 
WARRIORS! 


WE DIDN’T KNOW THEY 
WERE THE ELITE 
ROYAL GUARPIANS 
OF THE PREAMING/ 
EVERYBODY THOUGHT 
THE VENI-YAN 
DISAPPEARED ALONG 
WITH THE 
KIN@BOM/ 
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KINGDOM? 
ROYAL GUARDIANS? 


UH, OH. 
WAIT A MINUTE - - 
IT’S ALL COMING 

BACK TO ME... 


WELL, LOOK 
WHO’S FEELING 
BETTER! 
GOOP MORNING, 
PHONCIBLE/ 


PROTECTION SPELL 


NOW, PHONCIBLE, \ 
IT’S NOT THAT BAD. 
/LL TELL YOU WHAT; 
IF YOU AGREE TO 
BEHAVE YOURSELF, 
Z PROMISE NOT TO 
HAVE YOUR 
HEAD CUT OFF. 


I COMMAND you Vf 
TO TAKE A 
WALK WITH ME, 


TON, 
PLEASE TELL ME 
GRAN’MA BEN 
ISN’T QUEEN 
OF THE VALLEY! 


PLEASE 


MY LIFE 


SUCK, 
ISN’T IT? 4 


DO YOU KNOW, 
PHONEY, THAT BACK IN THE 
DAYS OF THE KINGDOM, 
MY FAMILY USEP TO 
TRAIN HERE WITH THE 
VENI-YAN WARRIORS. 


THIS PLACE IS 
WHAT’S THE Ni A SANCTUARY. IT IS THE 
DEAL WITH ALL = CENTER OF ALL THAT IS 


THESE MYSTIC 
WARRIORS? QBN TONE Seip. 


THIS PLACE 
LOOKS LIKE AN 
ARMY CAMP. 


7  TOBEIN \ BY CONCENTRATING ON 
TWO WORLDS OUR KINSHIP WITH THE 
AT ONCE... REST OF CREATION. 


TO BE HERE, IN ; THE DREAMING IS 
OUR WORLD, AND AT 3 : A GREAT RIVER 
THE oe ‘ THAT FLOWS AROUND US 
DREAMING. 
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WHEN WE DREAM, WE PEER 
THROUGH A FOGGY GLASS 
INTO THE RIVER 
ANP SEE A WORLD THAT 
IS CONNECTED TO ALL 

OTHER LIVING THINGS. 


THERE’S MORE TO THE 
WORLD THAN WHAT YOU 


SEE WITH YOUR EYES, 
YOU/RE PHONCIBLE. 
STARTIN’ TO 
SCARE ME, 
GRAN’MA. 


TO SHOW YOU 
SOMETHING. 
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THAT DREAMING WORLD EXISTS 
EVEN WHEN WE ARE AWAKE. 


YOU ARE, 
WITHOUT A DOUBT, 
ae THE MOST 
IMPORTANT. MATERIALISTIC 
PERSON I KNOW. 


THESE PICTURES TELL 
A STORY. AND THIS IS 
THE VERY BEGINING. 


BACK 
WHEN THE 
DRAGONS RULED 
THE EARTH... 


PROTECTION SPELL 


WHEN THE WORLD WAS VERY, VERY 
NEW, THE FIRST DRAGON WAS A 
G.UEEN NAMEP MIM. MIM MAINTAINED? 
THE DREAMING BY WATCHING ITS FLOW 
AND KEEPING IT BALANCED. 


THE DREAMING IS A THING 
\ OF GREAT DELICACY, AND BALANCE 
: IS MOST IMPORTANT. 


THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS WAS A 
NIGHTMARE BEING WITHOUT SHAPE OR 
FORM WHO COULD EXIST ONLY 
IN THE SPIRIT WORLD. 


BUT HE WANTED TO MOVE IN 
OUR WORLD TOO, ANP TO DO 
THAT - - TO BECOME PART OF 

OUR CRUDE REALITY - - HE WOULD 
HAVE TO TAKE POSSESSION OF A 
MORTAL BEING’S FLESH’ 


MIM WATCHED THE DREAMING 
WITH CARE, AND ALL 
CREATURES LIVED 
TOGETHER IN PEACE AND 
HARMONY. . « 


.-- UNTIL ONE DAY A SPIRIT 
KNOWN AS THE LORD OF 
THE LOCUSTS BECAME UNHAPPY. 


HE CHOSE MIM, QUEEN 
OF THE DRAGONS, THE 
MOST POWERFUL DREAMER 
IN THE WORLD. 


DRAGONS A & 
AREN'T  \\Y 
IMMORTAL? [7 


DRAGONS LIVE FOR A VER 
LONG TIME, BUT THEY ARE 
MORTAL. EVERYTHING 
IN OUR WORLD IS MORTAL. 


THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS 
ENTERED HER MIND AND 
THE QUEEN OF THE DRAGONS 
WENT MAD. BALANCE WAS LOST, 
AN? THE WORLD WENT PARK. 


TO SAVE THE WORLD, ALL THE 
OTHER DRAGONS HAD TO MOVE 
AGAINST HER! THEY TURNED HER 

TO STONE, AND THEY TRAPPED THE LORD 
OF THE LOCUSTS INSIDE HER FOREVER! 


YES, ALIVE. 
HE CAN FAINTLY 
COMMUNICATE WITH BEINGS 

‘( WHO HAVE UNUSUALLY STRONG 

> DREAMS, BUT TO THIS DAY 
HE LIES ENCASED IN THE STONE 

CARCASS OF THE 
GUUEEN OF THE DRAGONS. 
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AFTER THE FRIGHT CAUSED BY THEIR 
QUEEN, THE HIGH COUNCIL OF PRAGONS 
NO LONGER FELT THEY SHOULD BE THE 
SOLE GUARDIANS OF THE DREAMING... 


THESE COINS 
WERE FORGED BY THE DRAGONS 
AS A TOKEN OF THE COVENANT 
BETWEEN OUR TWO RACES TO 
UPHOLP AND MAINTAIN THE BALANCE 
OF THE DREAMING. . ) 


YEAH, YEAH, 
REAL NICE. 
LET’S SKIP AHEAD 
A FEW GENERATIONS. 
WHAT’S THIS GOT 
TO DO WITH ME? 


WHAT FOR? 
Z DON’T KNOW 
ANYTHING ABOUT 


EVIL 
SPIRITS? 
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FOR A HUMAN THEY COULD 
TRUST, AND THEY FOUND A YOUNG 


ans 


GIRL NAMEP VEN. 


a 
‘ AN \ 
SHE WAS 
VEN HARVESTAR, THE FIRST 
QUEEN OF THE HUMANS. 
SHE WAS MY ANCESTOR, 


AND THORN’S ANCESTOR. 


Vas A GREAT 


DEAL. 


SOMEONE 
WANTS 
TO FREE THE 
LORD OF THE 
LOCUSTS. 


THE BEST INFORMATION 
WE HAVE IS THAT 
THE RAT CREATURES 

AND A ROGUE VENI-YAN < 
WARRIOR CALLED 
THE HOODED ONE 
ARE SEARCHING FOR YOU 
IN ORDER TO FREE 
THE ANCIENT LORD 
OF THE LOCUSTS. 


SETUP! 
I’M BEING 
FRAMED! 


PROTECTION SPELL 


BUT 
I’M INNOCENT? 
L DON’T 
KNOW ANYTHING 
ABOUT THIS’ 
GO GET THE DRAGON? 
YOU HAVE TO STOP 
THE HOOPED ONE! 


Lucius’ 
GOOD OL’ 
LUCIUS! 

HE’LL SAVE US! 
HE WON’T LET 
ANY THING HAPPEN 

TO YOU OR THORN’ 

HE’S 
CRAZY 
ABOUT YA. 


YES, LUCIUS HAS 
ALWAYS BEEN 
VERY SPECIAL 

TO MY 


BECAUSE YOU GUYS 
ARE OLD SWEETHEARTS, 
HE TOLD ME YOU 
TWO WERE ALMOST 
MARRIED ONCE. 


THAT’S RIPICULOUS/ 
LUCIUS AND I NEVER EVEN 
COURTED. WHY, HE WASN’T 

EVEN SWEET ON ME... 


THE DRAGONS WON’T HELP US. 
THAT’S WHY L’VE GATHERED THE 
REMAINING VENI-YAN AND 
REOCCUPIEP OLD MAN’S CAVE. 
IF NEED BE, WE CAN MAKE 
A LAST STAND HERE. 


ALL THIS LOCUST 
STUFF IS JUST A SIMPLE 
MISUNPERSTANDING! 
WE’LL GET IT ALL 
STRAIGHTENED OUT, 
THEN ME AN’ MY COUSINS 
CAN GO HOME, AND 
you AN’ LUCIUS CAN 
GET MARRIED, AND 
THORN CAN-- 


.-- AT LEAST NOT 
UNTIL IT WAS 
TOO LATE. 
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YOUR 
HIGHNESS. 
LUCIUS DOWN 
HAS RETURNED 
FROM 
PATROL. 


THANK YOU. 
TELL HIM 
WHERE TO FIND 
ME. 


TA 


MARRIED? \ 
WHY WOULD 
LUCIUS AND 

I GET 

MARRIED? 


PROTECTION SPELL 


es NO. one oa USING ALL HIER 
My , IF ANYONE C 
GRANDDAUGHTER, I’M SORRY. FIND THEM, IT WOULD }/ SKILLS TO THROW 
LuCcIUS? BE YOU. US OFF HER TRAIL. 
OR THE MISSING I’M AFRAID 
BONE BOYS? THE DRAGON 
: WAS A GOOD 
TEACHER. 


I HAVEN’T HOLY THERE’S STILL TIME 
EXACTLY GIVEN HER SMOKES! TO KEEP A PATH 
THORN WANT A LOT OF REASONS CLEAR TO THE 
TO THROW TO TRUST ME. SOUTH IF WE 
yOu. Orr Hee oN SEND A UNIT TONIGHT. 


THERE’S MORE BAD NEWS, 
ROSIE. THE RAT CREATURES 
ARE ON THE MOVE 
AGAIN. THE HOODED ONE 
IS SETTING UP 
ENCAMPMENTS ON 
ALL SIDES OF US. 


LET HIM 


YOU’RE LUCKY SOMEBODY’S 
LOOKIN’ OUT FOR YOU, 


RUNT. OTHERWISE 
wares yA Y wes ausr I/D TWIST YER SCRAWNY 
WAITIN’ ON, WORRIED : 

YA BIG APE?! 


ABOUT HIS 
FONE BONE COUSINS. 


YEAH, YEAH. LT HEAR THAT 
A LOT LATELY. 


69 


PROTECTION SPELL 


WHO IS THIS 
HOOVDED ONE 
ANYWAY? 


OKAY, OKAY, SUST FOR THE _. WHAT WOULD AGTUALLY \o/__ WHY, 
SAKE OF ARGUMENT, SUPPOSE HAPPEN IF THE HOODED ONE |{ THE EN? OF 
ALL THIS DREAM STUFF MANAGED? TO SET THE LORD THE WORLD, 
|S REAL... OF THE LOCUSTS es Aub = 


CHIN UP, 
PHONCIBLE. WE WON’T 
GINE UP THE VALLEY 
WITHOUT A FIGHT. 


NOW IF YOU/LL 
EXCUSE ME, 
L/D BETTER 

GO CHECK OUR 
PROVISIONS. 
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WoLF CALL 


C’MON, 
FONE BONE! 


pes ~ 
7 Putt! poe) ee 
KEEP youR )Jeemt 
| 


= DON’ I’M NOT BEIN’ SHE’S IN THE 

ee care DON’T BE "Loup. BARN LOOKING 

AN’ IF I DID, I So Loup, p THROUGH HER 
f SMILEY. HEY! WHERE’S RCRANQMOTHER’S 


WOULDN’T NEED ‘EM 
FOR A BATH! Toto US 
ABOUT BEING 
Loup? 


STUFF. 


WoLF CALL 


Hey / J SINCE WHEN BO 


SINCE WE’VE 
YOULIKE TO BEEN LIVING IN THE 
BATHE? MOUNTAINS FOR WEEKS 
WATCH WHAT YOU/RE USUALLY A GENTLEMAN CAN 
YOU’RE DOING LIKE A CAT WHEN ONLY TAKE SO MUCH 
THAT’S MY BATHWATER IT COMES CAKED-ON DIRT. 
YOU’RE SPILLIN’/ TO GETTING WET. 


SAY - - 


pO you 
HEAR THAT? 


OH/ BUT IT’S NO, IT’S JUST 
NOT A RAT CREATURE, SOME LONELY 
OLD WOLF 
CALLING OUT 
INTO THE 
TWILIGHT. 


SOUNDS KINDA SAD, 
DOESN’T IT? 


THE WOLF? Y’KNOW, FONE BONE, IT FEELS 
IF HE DOES, GOOD TO BE BACK AT 
TED WILL TURN HIM GRAN’MA BEN’S FARMHOUSE. 
YOU THINK HE’LL AWAY. 
COME HERE? 


IT’S ALMOST LIKE BEING 
< HOME AGAIN. 
C’MON, LET’S 


HAS THORN 
SAIP WHAT THE 
GET THIS WATER PLAN |S? 
AROUND BACK. WE’RE NOT LEAVING 
RIGHT AWAY, 
ARE WE? 


THORN’S 
DECISION. 
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WoLF CALL 


WELL, WHAT DOES SHE 
WANT? ARE WE GONNA STAY 
HERE, OR ARE WE GONNA GO 

TO OLD MAN’S CAVE? 


I DON’T THINK SHE 
WANTS TO DO EITHER. 
SHE JUST WANTS TO 

GET SOME THINGS AND 

GO BACK TO THE 

MOUNTAINS. 


WELL, I THINK THORN’S 


GRAN’MA BEN, NOPE. WRONG. 
een Te SHE DOESN’T Lt THINK WE CAN TRUST 
TRUST HER. GRAN’MA BEN, ANP? WE 
TRUST HER SHOULD GO MEET HER AT 
ANYMORE. OLD MAN’S CAVE, 
LIKE TED WANTS US TO! 
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... BUT UNTIL THORN 
CHANGES HER MIND, 
WE’LL JUST HAVE 
TO BE PATIENT. 


I SURE HOPE SO. 

A PLAN TO SAVE US 
FROM THE RAT 
CREATURES, AND TO DEAL 
WITH THEIR LEADER, 
THE HOODED ONE. 


WoLF CALL 


AT 
LEAST UNTIL 
WE HEAR THIS 
BIG PLAN OF 

HERS. 


Ging 


sS 
= 
= 


\)) 


YOU THINK SHE 
REALLY HAS 
A PLAN? 


IF THORN 
THE PLAN IS TO 
jor ay SNEAK INTO THE 
, RAT CREATURES’ 
WOULDN’T SHE Sxic AMPMENEE 
as AND ASSASSINATE 
; THE HOODED 
ONE... 
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WoLF CALL 


{ THE REASON I 
o—-—1 HAVEN’T TOLD YOU 
ABOUT 


aA I’/VE MADE TED WILL HELP YOU 
ARRANGEMENTS WITH TED : FIN? FOOD. 
FOR THE BOTH OF YOU TO Be 4. - YOU’LL BE SAFER 
STAY HERE AT THE eal ii Aa il HERE THAN YOU 
FARMHOUSE. Nay WOULD BE AT 
\i \ OLD MAN’S CAVE, 
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WoLF CALL 


I Now warn - - 
i ’ i WHOA, WHOA. 


Y YOU THINK AFTER \~7/ THIS DOESN’T 


ALL THIS, WE’RE NOT 
GOING TO BE 
PART OF THE 


WHAT ARE YOU 


PY WA) TALKING 
! i \ 7 yi 


— 


ALTHOUGH 
LI FEEL I SHOULD 
STRESS THAT 
ITISA 
VERY STUPID 


DOESN’T INVOLVE ME?/ 
HE HOOPDEPD ONE |S AFTER 
MY COUSIN PHONEY BONE! 
“THE ONE WHO BEARS 
THE STAR” 
REMEMBER? 


I’VE BEEN CHASED OFF CLIFFS, 
PUSHED OFF WATERFALLS, RAINED 
ON, AN? BEATEN UP EVERY if 
SINGLE DAY SINCE I me 
GOT TO THIS STUPID Q 
VALLEY! 


SSS 
R= 


YOU’RE NOT ¢ 
MAKING THIS 


ANOTHER WORD - - C’MON, THORN. igen 
I KNOW YOU’RE MAD AT YOUR LET'S GO TO HER LIES. THERE’S 
GRANQMOTHER FOR LYING MORE ... 
ABOUT THE DEATH 
OF YOUR PARENTS, BUT 
MOVE ON. 


SHE THOUGHT SHE 
WAS PROTECTING YOU. 
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WoLF CALL 


ALMOST EVERY NIGHT SHE SEEMS SPLIT IN TWO... 
GRAN’MA BEN APPEARS TO FIRST PULLING ME IN ONE 


ME IN A DREAM ... DIRECTION, THEN ANOTHER. 


SD 
BUT SOMETHING IS WRONG. WS boo eae 


FOR POSSESSION 
OF ME. 


» tl 
IT’S NOT JUST YOU DON’T KNOW WHAT | 
A DREAM! IT’S LIKE TO NEVER KNOW 
YOU BON’T KNOW YOUR MOTHER qj, 
WHAT IT’S LIKE. | oT AND FATHER. 


T sii 
Mi 
i q 


ME, AN? FONE BONE, 
AND PHONEY. 
YOu SAY? fe WE’RE ALL THE 


CAME HERE, 
THAT IS. 
YOU AN? GRAN’MA BEN 
TOOK CARE OF US - - 
EVEN WHEN IT MEANT 
YOUR OWN LIVES 
WOULD BE IN 
DANGER. 


77 


WoLF CALL 


7 WHEN PHONEY 
PULLS SOME STUPID SCAM 
THAT MAKES ME CRAZY, 
I KNOW DEEP DOWN HE POESN’T 
MEAN TO HURT ANYONE... 
... IN HIS MIND, HE’S STILL 
LOOKING OUT FOR US. 


WHEN WE WERE 
KIDS, PHONEY WAS 
THE OLDEST AND 
HE TOOK CARE 
OF US. 


LI ALWAYS 
FIGURED THAT 
WAS WHY HE GOT DEEP DOWN YOU 
\ SO RESOURCEFUL KNOW IF YOU CAN 
ANP STINGY. TRUST SOMEONE. 


ALL RIGHT, FONE BONE. 
ALL RIGHT , SMILEY BONE. 
WE’LL GO TO OLD 
MAN’S CAVE. 


I GUESS... 
DEEP DOWN, I BO 
TRUST 
GRAN’MA BEN. 


GRAB YOUR STUFF, AND _a 
LET’S GO. C 


HEY, THORN! 
CAN I WEAR 
Zi SOME OF THAT 
MAN, L HOPE YOURE | 7% Nv i WAR PAINT, 
RIGHT ABOUT / ? 
THIS! 
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WENDELL, HAVE 
YOUR MEN DIG IN. 
REMEMBER, YOU ARE 
OUR LAST LINE 

OF DEFENSE - - 


WoLF CALL 


HOLD UP. 


THIS IS GOOD - - 
WE SPLIT UP 
HERE. 


WE MUST NOT CAPTAIN KNOTT, MOVE YOUR 
LET THE RAT MEN FORWARD IN A LINE 


CREATURES CROSS HI 
THIS RIVER. IF WE DO, aad eg ea ae 
OLD 


MAN’S CAVE 


WILL BE 
SURROUNDED. 


) (Die 


Le) 


SCOUTS, 
FOLLOW ME. 


JONATHAN, I WANT 
YOU TO GO UP THE MIDDLE 
QUIET AS A GHOST. 

IF YOU SEE THE ENEMY, SNEAK 
BACK AN? WARN OUR BOYS 
TO PREPARE THE 

BUSH. 


e NOW, REMEMBER, 


DO NOT ENGAGE THE 
ENEMY! YOUR JOB IS TO 
WARN OUR BOYS... 


WoLF CALL 


SON, YOU MOVE UP THE 
NORTH BANK AND? 

KEEP YOUR EYES PEELED - - 
OR WHATEVER IT IS YOU 
DO WITH THAT HOOD 
PULLED OVER YOUR FACE. 


WE ARE WELL 
TRAINED TO 
SEE. 


.-- WE HAVE TO KEEP THOSE 
RATS FROM CROSSING THE RIVER. 


PO NOT PRAW YOUR 
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WEAPON 
ITIS ME... 


Bax 
BRIAR? 


YOU CANNOT 
KNOW HOW PAINFUL 
IT HAS BEEN TO 
BE APART FROM 
you... 

I HAVE 
ACHED TO BE 

WITH YOU... 


WoLF CALL 


DO YOU NOT 
RECOGNIZE ME? 
HAS IT BEEN SO 


LucIuS... 
IT IS REALLY ME. 
COME 
CLOSER. .. 


= MY BABY SISTER... 2? HOWIS 
ROSE? HAVE YOU TAKEN GOOD 
CARE OF HER? 
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HOW SWEET IT IS 
TO SEE YOU... 


HOW CAN THIS BE, BRIAR? 
YOU WERE KILLED THAT NIGHT 
ON THE MOUNTAIN PASS - ~- THE 
NIGHT THORN’S PARENTS 
WERE MURDERED. . . 


ROSE 
SAW YOU - - 
YOUR BODY WAS 
CUT IN TWO. 


WoLF CALL 


TRUE... 
I DIED THAT 
NIGHT 
FIFTEEN 
YEARS 
AGO. 


AND YET... HERE YOU 
ARE... AS BEAUTIFUL AS 
YOU EVER WERE IN LIFE... 


THAT IS BECAUSE LI 
FOUND SOMETHING 
BETTER THAN 
LIFE! 


WoLF CALL 


WoLF CALL 


WHAT HAVE 
I DONE? 


YOUR 
MAJESTY... 


WoLF CALL 


STILL 
NO WORD 
FROM LUCIUS 
DOWN. 


WE’VE SENT OUT 
A TEAM OF 
ee ea 

RE-EST. 
CONTACT. I THOUGHT NOT. 
MOST OF THE Wy, PLEASE KEEP 
VILLAGERS ARE lp NA N THE CAMP ON 
SAFELY IN i ‘ 


! e ALERT, 
THE CAVE. : i . \ CAPTAIN. 


NOW WHERE WERE WE, 
PHONCIBLE? 


YOU WERE TALKING 
ABOUT MY SOUL. 


WoLF CALL 


AH, YES, YOUR SOUL IS THAT BIT “| EACH OF US, IN FACT, IS 
E DRE : A SMALL CONCENTRATED BIT OF 
OF THE DREAMING THAT MAKES YOU Jim BEL CEL oe 
IN THE CURRENTS OF 
THE GREAT DREAMING RIVER THAT | 
FLOWS ALL AROUND US. pa 
YEAH, YEAH, 
EVERYTHING’S 
A BIG DREAM TO 
YOU, ISN’T IT, 
ROSE? 


WITHIN OURSELVES .. . THORN IS SUCH A PERSON. 
THE DREAMING MAY FLOW A PERSON PERHAPS YOU ARE TOO. 
BUT OCCASIONALLY = 
THERE IS ONE BORN a — HMM, WELL, 
WITHIN WHOM ALL THE GIETED BY BS\\EN/ STRONG AND GIFTED... 


= eZ THAT IS HARP TO 


DON’T SEE WHY THE 
HOOVED ONE WANTS 
MY SOUL - - 


IT - - IT’S THE GITCHY FEELIN’... 
THAT TERRIBLE FEELING THAT MAKES 
sata YOUR HEAD SWIM AND YOUR LEGS 
GRAN’MA? © WOBBLE! IT’S A POWERFUL OMEN 
WHAT’S  ¥ OF BAD THINGS TO COME! 
° 


26 


ie) 
9 1@ 
OSS 


86 


WoLF CALL 


YES, I... Z JUST HOPE 
THAT MY GRANDDAUGHTER 
IS SAFE. 


WHAT HAPPENED? J¥ YOUR MAJESTY! 
m LOOK! LOOK AT 

THE EASTERN 

MOUNTAINS! 


a3 THAT’S THE MOUNTAIN S 
RANGE WHERE THE LORD OF ; 
THE LOCUSTS LIES 2 
ENTOMBED IN STONE. 


HOLY 
SMOKE. 
DID HE GET 
LOOSE?! 


NO. 
BUT HE’S 
STIRRING. 


THE RATS 
CAUGHT US BY 
THE RIVER AND 
SLAUGHTERED US. 
IF REINFORCEMENTS 
HAPN’T ARRIVED, WE 
WOULD’/VE BEEN 
FINISHED. 


Lucius’ 
WHAT HAPPENED? 


IT’S ALL MY FAULT, ROSE. 


THE RAT CREATURES 
HAVE US COMPLETELY 
SURROUNDED. 


WoLF CALL 


YOUR HIGHNESS/ 


Lucius 
IS OUTSIDE 
THE CAMP! 
HE AND HIS MEN 
ARE BEING 
PURSUED BY 
RAT CREATURES! 


I SHOULD HAVE 
BEEN WITH 
you. 


GET THEM 
INSIDE AND? 
SECURE THE 
GATES. 


I WISH YOU 
HAP BEEN... 


HERE. TAKE HIM. 
I DON’T KNOW IF 
HE’S STILL 


ALIVE OR NOT. 


CALM. BE CALM. 
WE MUST PREPARE 
FOR OUR FINAL STAND. 


I JUST PRAY 

THAT THORN 
IS SAFE... 
WHEREVER 


WoLF CALL 


4 
a 
a 
16] 
L 
a 
C) 
5 


BLoopD MOoNn 


2 ZL CAN’T EXPLAIN IT, 


BUT HOW? 
Brie let Selec BUT IT IS TRUE. 
t SAW HER YOUR SISTER IS THE 
HOODED ONE. 
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BLoop MOoNn 


} IT MUST BE THE \ «+» AND NOW SHE IS 
LOR? OF THE LOCUSTS. GOING TO REPAY 
HE’S KEPT HER ALIVE THAT DEBT BY 

ALL THESE YEARS... SETTING HIM FREE. 


K LKNOW... 
IF EVER WE NEEDED UT THE COUNCIL’S 
MA THE GREAT RED DRAGON, DECISION WAS FINAL. 
__ WE NEED HIM NOW. 


: Zz 
, ING ) f/f Z PLEADED WITH THE . . THE DRAGONS ARE GOING 
We cunco HIGH COUNCIL UNDERGROUND FOR GOOD. 
TO CHANGE IN DEREN GARD FOR pen 
THEIR MINDS? THREE DAYS... WE FACE THE EN? ALONE 
EVEN WITH THE RED 
DRAGON BY MY SIDE 
I WAS UNABLE TO SWAY 
THEM. 
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BLoopD MOoNn 


IT’S ALL RIGHT, PHONEY BONE! 
CAPTAIN. GIVE HIM WHOSE FAULT, 


WHAT IS IT, YEAH! “THE ONE WHO BEARS 
WENDELL? THs Is Atl >, THE STAR!” 


: HE’S THE ONE U 
THE RAT CREATURES ARE 
AFTER. THEY TORE UP THE 
VALLEY LOOKING FOR HIM. 


Yy ' \ EVEN IF HE WAS ALL 
RAVE US SURROUNDED! It HES THE RAT CREATURES WHAT BO 
ALL THEY WANT, LET’S WANTED, I WOULPN’T APVISE 
HAND HIM OVER! GIVING THEM THE ONE THING 
THEY NEED TO WIN 
THIS WAR. 


_/ 


OUR FRIENDS OUT THERE LORD OF TH --? --THAT’S JUST A STORY! 
.__ BELIEVE THAT THE : GINE THEM PHONEY BONE AND 
‘ONE WHO BEARS THE STAR YOU MEAN LET ‘EM TRY! WHAT CAN 


CAN FREE THE ANCIENT THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS 


THAT OLD FABLE 
\_ LORD OF THE LOCUSTS. ABOUT THE DO TO uS? 


QUEEN OF 
THE DRAGONS? 
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BLoopD MOoNn 


THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS WHY DON’T YOU DELL. 
Senet es ae BESS 

THAT FLOWS 2 

out vou THE GATES, REMEMBER? 


HE RAN AWAY BECAUSE 
YOU SCARED HIM! 
QUICKLY! 

WE HAVE TO FIN? HIM/ 


SPREAD OUT 
ANP? SEARCH THE CAMP ~ ~ 
FIND THAT BONE? IF HE 
ENDS UP IN THE WRONG 
HANDS, IT’S GOING TO 
BE A REAL SHORT WAR. 
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BLoopD Moon 


=e 


y 


> a 


‘ 
J 
aes Se, 
' ——— , 
vi | 


am 


wi 


tte 
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BLoopD MOoNn 


HOLP IT 
RIGHT THERE, 
SQUIRT? 


| HAVEN’T YOU CAUSED 
WHERE PO YOU THINK ENOUGH TROUBLE? 


YOU’RE GOING? I HAP TO RUN 
AWAY... 


EVERYONE WAS IN 
DANGER AS LONG AS 
LI STAYED THERE... 


HORSE KNOBBIES// 
YOU DON’T CARE 
ABOUT ANYBODY’ Ss 


LN .. ‘ SAFETY: 
RAT CREATURES WANT. ioe YOU WERE RUNNING 
Lal ff AWAY. . « 


.--2’M THE ONE THE 


IL THOUGHT IF 
I LEFT, THE REST 
OF YOU WOULD BE 


i 
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... AND NOW YOU/RE 
PUTTING THE REST 
OF US IN WORSE 
DANGER! 


GRAN’MA, 

LI SWEAR L 
DON’T KNOW 
WHY THEY’RE 
AFTER ME - - 


BLOoD Moon 


=y 
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...BUTITIS NOT YOUTL 
AM AFTER ... TONIGHT 
I HUNT FOR THE ONE WHO 
BEARS THE STAR... 


BLooD MOoNn 


AAA! unsetievaster 4727 
THE STORIES ABOUT YOU ARE 
TRUE, COW WOMAN! YOU ARE 
STRONG ANP HARP AS ROCK! 


‘$ — \ 


~/jo? a 


TSE .. AND HIS 
. FRIEND, THE PRINCESS’ Jf 
. ~ Wit 
se i ~ 
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PHONEY/ 


BLooD MOoNn 


WHAT ARE YOU AND 
DOING HERE? ARE Mend 


NO! I JUST LEFT THERE’ 
THE RAT CREATURES HAVE 
THE PLACE SURROUNDED, 


NAKED? 


SURROUNDED? | 


WHERE’S 
GRAN’MA BEN? 


— : 
)( COME WITH US, 
PHONEY, 
WE’RE GOING TO 
OLD MAN’S CAVE. 


YOU’LL BE 
SAFE THERE. 


JUST NOW? 

THERE, WHY DIDN’T YOU 
A GIANT LION SAY SO? 
ATTACKED HER- - 


DON’T, THORN! 
YOU'LL BE 
KILLED! 
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BLoopD Moon 


WAIT, THORN’ YOU , 
CAN’T FIGHT THAT LION- - 
LET’S FIND THE DRAGON! ] 


I PRESUME... 


YOU ARE COMING) 
WITH ME AS WELD, 
STARBEARER. . . 


BLoopD MOON 


THORN WAS ATTACKED BY : ERY BADLY. 
DRAGON! ROCK JAW! I THINK " — Se 
SHE MIGHT BE HURT! 


.-- BUT JUST BARELY. 
YOU MUST HURRY 
OR = WILL 

IE. 


BLoopD MOoNn 


WAGs G0! we nave to 


SAVE HER! 


YOU - ~ YOU’RE NOT COMING 
WITH ME? 


THE HIGH COUNCIL OF DRAGONS 
HAS FORBIDDEN IT. 
I MUST REMAIN APART. 


THE VALLEY IS 
COUNTING ON 
you. 


BLoop MOoNn 


FONE BONE! 
YOU/RE AWAKE - - 


OH, NO! 
WHERE’S 
THORN? 


WHAT ARE WE 
GONNA BO?! 
ROCK JAW 4 


GOT 
PHONEY/ 


WHICH WAY 
DID THEY 
GO? 
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HE TOOK THORN AND 
PHONEY AND CARRIED 
THEM OFF IN 
HIS MOUTH? 


BLoopD MOoNn 


2 GET 
DON’T TALK, a : BACK TO THE 
.. ROSE... LUCIUS. ; ANE. 
SAVE YOUR 
GO AFTER STRENGTH. 
THEM. 


THERE. 
THAT SHOULD 
STOP THE 
BLEEDING. 


Nl 
ILL GET MYSELF BACK. 
YOU HAVE TO BEAT THAT 
LION TO PHONEY BONE- - 

OR WORSE 


YOU HAVE TO BEAT HIM 
O THORN. 


ALL RIGHT, 
Lucius. 


GOODP-BYE. 
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BLoop MOoNn 


THERE’S 
PHONEY - - 


BUT WHERE’S 
THORN? YOU THINK 
SHE’S STILL 

OKA 


x? 


AT LAST, STARBEARER .... 
WE ARE COME 
FACE-TO-FACE .... 


YOU HAVE BOLDLY THREATENEP US.... IT SEEMS YOUR LUCK HAS 
... AND UP UNTIL NOW ... YOU HAVE RUN OUT... 


PERHAPS YOU ARE NOT AS POWERFUL 
A MYSTIC AS YOU THOUGHT .... 


ra 
LOOK, 
{ ANY KIN? OF MYSTIC. AND 
\ = NEVER THREATENED YOU! 
THIS IS ALL JUST 
EF SOME KINDA 
FA CRAZY MIX-UP! 


SILENCE... 
FROM THIS MOMENT ON YOUR DESTINY IS 
WITH ME.... 
TOGETHER WE WILL FREE OUR MASTER 
«++ THE ANCIENT LORD OF 


THE BLOOP MOON WAXES FULL... 
THE FORCES OF THE 
DREAMING .... AN? OUR MASTER ... ARE 
BEING DRAWN CLOSER 
TO THE STONE SURFACE THAT 
SEPARATES US... 


BLoopD MOoNn 


TAKE MY 
HAND, 
PHONCIBLE P. BONE. 
TOUCH ME... 


ME WILLINGLY ... I AM 


FORGET IT! 
L AIN’T TAKIN’ 
YOUR CREEPY 


PREPARED TO RISK THE RITUAL 
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OF SACRIFICE .... 


SACRIFICE? 


NOW, HOLP ON, PAL. 
SERIOUSLY, YOU GOT 
THE WRONG GUY? 
IT’S ALL A 
BIG MISTAKE! 


DO YOU CALL THIS ... 
A MISTAKE? 


BLoopD MOoNn 


THE OMEN THAT 
FORETOLD YOUR COMING! 


YOU CHASED ME ALL OVER 
KINGDOM COME BECAUSE 


OF THAT?/. 
© Boy. 


FONE BONE |S 
GONNA BE CRANKY 
WHEN HE FINDS 


OUT ABOUT 


ZL THOUGHT YOU 
CAUGHT IT AND LET 
THE AIR OUT 


OF IT! ZI THOUGHT 


you pip! 

IT MUST HAVE 
FLOATED 
HERE ACROSS THE 
DESERT. 


AS SOON 
AS WE SAVE HIM 
FROM THIS 
SACRIFICE, 
LET’: 


Ss 
KILL HIM! 


THAT BONE 
CREATURE IS NOT 
A NENI-YAN-CARI. 
LET HIM GO’ 


BLoopD MOoNn 


IT’S PHONEY’S YEAH! THE SAME 
CAMPAIGN BALLOON! BALLOON THAT GOT US 
THE ONE THAT CHASED RUN OUT OF 
MISS CRAB-BONE INTO BONEVILLE IN THE 
THE RIVER! FIRST PLACE. 


I WILL NOW USE MY 
SCYTHE ... TO CONNECT 
YOUR SOUL ... DIRECTLY TO 
THE LIVING ROCK... 


THIS IS WHY YOU’VE / 
BEEN SEARCHING FOR ME?! 
IT’S A CAMPAIGN 
BALLOON’ THE BANNER 
USED TO SAY: 
PHONCIBLE P. BONE 
WILL GET YOUR 
VOTE/ 


AH, WELCOME, ROSE HARVESTAR ... 
MY SISTER .... 


BLoop MOoNn 


I CONFESS, MY SISTER... 
THAT SEEING YOU ALIVE IS 
QUITE AMAZING ... 


«+++ HAD THOUGHT WHERE 1S 
YOU DIED THE SAME SHE, 


NIGHT 500. ff BRIAR? 


AS YOU BOTH 
SHOULD HAVE BEEN 
FIFTEEN YEARS AGO 
ON THAT MOUNTAIN 


EVEN Z CAN SEE THIS BALLOON IS NO 
OMEN OF POWER - - IT IS MERELY 
A SYMBOL OF PRIDE AND VANITY! 


—> ~ 
? YOUR JEALOUSY OF THE TRUE 
\\ VENI-YAN-CARI HAS BLINDED YOU - - 
: AN? YOU HAVE BADLY 
MISCALCULATED, MY SISTER. \ 


HERE... 
f |S YOUR PRECIOUS a 


BZ 


THE ONE YOU THOUGHT WOULD BE 
THE FUTURE RULER OF THE LAND... 


WHAT YOU HAVE KILLED, BRIAR, 
IS YOUR ONLY CHANCE TO FREE 
YOUR MASTER - - 

THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS. 


BLoopD MOoNn 


BLoopD MOoNn 


THE ENP IS ¢ | 
AT HAND! S 


rs ay <a a= és y 
PN Wi Ane, 
Ui _ 


BLoopD MOoNn 


THIS IS THE 
DRAGON NECKLACE/ 
I’M PUTTING IT 

ON YOU NOW - - 
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PROLOGUE: JONATHAN 


SONATHAN / 


YOU DON’T 
KNOW ME, BUT 
I’SE A GOOD FREN’ 
OF FONE BONE 
AND THORN’S. 


HOWS YOU 
DOIN’? 


PROLOGUE: JONATHAN 


NOT TOO 
GOop. 


I’SE REAL 
SORRY TO 

HEAR THAT. 
THORN WILL 
BE, TOO. 


THE DRAGONS ... 
HAVE GONE 
UNDERGROUND FOR 


GOOD. 
GRAN’MA SAID SO. 


Z GOT TO 
FIN? GRAN’MA BEN! 
OR bucius’ 
YOU KNOW WHERE 
LUCIUS IS, 
TONNY? 


LISTEN, JON - - 
THORN SENT ME AHEAD TO 
FIND GRAN’MA BEN AN’ THE 
DRAGONS - - TO TELL‘EM 

THAT THORN’S COMIN’ 
TO JOIN ‘EM. 


BUT JON - - 

I CAN’T FIN? NO DRAGONS - - 
I CAN’T FIN? NO GRAN’MA BENS! 
AN’ IL THOUGHT THORNY’D 
BE HERE BY NOW. 


WHERE {S 
EVERYBODY? 


FOR GOOD? 
OH, I KNEW WE SHOULDA 
COME BACK SOONER’ 
I TOLD THAT GIRL, BUT 
SHE WOULDN’T 
LISTEN’ 


OH, BOY... 

IF THEM DRAGONS 
GONE DOWN INTO 
TANEN GARD, THAT’S A 
SURE SIGN THE 
ENDTIMES IS 
NEAR. 


THEY DISAPPEARED, 
EVERYBODY 
SAYS LUCIUS 
DONE IT. 


PROLOGUE: JONATHAN 


THEY SAY HE 
DONE SOMETHIN’ 
TO GRAN’MA BEN 
AN’ PHONEY BONE. 


THAT’S 


ANYTHING TO 
THEM? 


I TOLD THE HEADMASTER 
ABOUT IT, AN’ HE SAID 
LUCIUS WAS A TRAITOR’ 
Zt JUST... 


WHY, WHEN OL’ ROSE BEN 
HAD TO PICK UP STAKES AN’ 
MOVE TO THE NORTHERN 
END OF THE VALLEY, 
LUCIUS COME WITH HER, JUST 
TO MAKE SURE SHE 
AND HER GRANDDAUGHTER 
WAS SAFE? 


LI DON’T KNOW: BUT I SAW HIM IN 
THE ARMS OF THE HOODED ONE - - 
AN? SHE WAS A WOMAN! THE TWO OF 
‘EM JUST STOOP THERE AN’ WATCHED 
WHILE THE RAT CREATURES SNUCK UP 
AN? AMBUSHED OUR REGIMENT. 


I COULDN’T UNDERSTAND? 
WHY HE’? PO THAT... 


NOW, SON, HE’S 
NO TRAITOR. 
THERE’S A 
EXPLANATION, 
YOU CAN COUNT 
ON IT! 


LUCIUS DOWN IS 
A HERO. AN’ A 
MORE LOYAL SOUL I 
NEVER MET. 
ESPECIALLY WHEN IT 
COMES TO 
GRAN’MA BEN’ 


DON’T YOU WORRY NONE. 
IF THEY’S ANY HUMAN 
BEING YOU CAN COUNT ON, 

iTS Lucius DOWN. 
I PROMISE YOU THAT. 


PROLOGUE: JONATHAN 


BO YOU THINK OH, ones 
DON’T , 
eR YELLING THE YOU DONE THE 
HEADMASTER ... ? RIGHT THING. 
LUCIUS WOULD 
BE PROUD 
OF YOU. 


YOU GONNA 
BE OKAY? 


OKEE-DOKEE, 
JONNY BOY! 
T/LL FIND 
Ov’ LUCIUS, AN’ 
YOU REST UP, 
‘CAUSE YOUR 


REGIMENT GONNA 
NEED YOU 
REAL SOON. 


END TIMES 


THE 
HEADMASTER 
REQUESTS YOUR 
PRESENCE ON 
THE MAIN 
GATE. 


\ 


bey 0 BELIEVE THE 
or course. % SITUATION 


l HAS SOMETHING 
HAPPENED? 


WORSE? 
WHAT BO YOU 


THIS WAY PLEASE. 
HE IS WAITING 
FOR YOu. 


END TIMES 


THE EARTH : 
TREMORS. THE 


oe 


HEADMASTER 
FEARS THE 
END MAY 
BE COMING. 


; YES, TINSMITH. 
YOU ARE LUCIUS DOWN’S 
BEST FRIEND, CORRECT? 


a 
“a 


= 


! 


WELL, 
COMMANPER DOWN 
AND THE QUEEN 
ARE 
MISSING. 


THEY HAVE BEEN MISSING SINCE 
EARLY TODAY, AND WE ARE HOPING YOU 
CAN SHED SOME LIGHT 
ON THEIR DISAPPEARANCE. 


2’M HIS BEST 
FRIEN?? 
I THOUGHT HE WAS 
ONE OF YOU - - 
.» NENI YAN 
MONKS. 


LI BELIEVE YOU 
WERE rtd TO 


SAY 
STICK-EATERS. 


WE KNOW 
HOW YOU FEEL 
ABOUT OUR 
ORDER, 
TINSMITH. 


YES, WELL... 


END TIMES 


BUT YOU ARE 
WRONG ABOUT 
LUCIUS DOWN. 
HE WAS NEVER 

ONE OF US. 


HE FELT 
THAT OUR ORDER’S 
OATH OF LOYALTY 
CONFLICTED 
WITH HIS DUTIES... 


AN? AS YOU KNOW, EVEN IN THE OLD 
DAYS, LUCIUS WAS PASSIONATELY 
LOYAL TO THE TWO PRINCESSES 
BRIAR AND ROSE. 


. » WHICH, AS 
CAPTAIN OF THE 
GUARP, WAS TO 

PROTECT THE 
ROYAL FAMILY. 7 


LI UNDERSTAND 


AT BEST, HIS THE DISAPPEARANCE OF 
ALLEGIANCES COMMANDER DOWN AND 
ARE FOGGY. QUEEN ROSE MAY BE 
LINKED TO ONE OF 
THE BONE CREATURES. 


THE ONE WITH THE 


STAR ON HIS SHIRT. 


SOMETHING ABOUT 
THE STAR ON HIS THE STAR.” 


11 


“THE ONE WHO BEARS 


PHONEY BONE’ YES, SIR’ 
THE RAT CREATURES WANT 
HIM! THAT’S WHY THEY’VE 

SURROUNDED US! 
THAT’S WHY WE’RE 
AT WAR! 


THIS 
WHOLE THING 
IS PHONEY BONE’S 


LOOK OUT THERE, TINSMITH. 
DO YOU SEE THE LEGIONS OF OUR 


ENEMIES CAMPED AT OUR DOORSTEP? 


DO YOU REALLY BELIEVE THEY’VE 
COME HERE FOR ONE OF THE 
RIDICULOUS BONES? 


“8 Vee 
a, % # 
<<“ eee ste 


END TIMES 


WHAT ARE WF TELL ME, aes ® HAS THE KINGDOM BEEN GONE 
when ai es z SO LONG THAT YOU NO LONGER 
TAL NG 4 : EVEN RECOGNIZE THE ROYAL SEAL? 

UT? J pe oe f “ THE HARVESTAR FAMILY CREST? 


IT HAS A WHICH REPRESENTS a: : THEY HAVE SECRETS THAT COULD 
STAR THE DREAMING. . - : HELP THE RAT CREATURES FREE 
ON IT. THE SOURCE OF OUR OLDEST ENEMY... 
LIFE ITSELF. 


THERE .. . IMPRISONED UNDER THAT 
SMOKING MOUNTAIN LIES 
THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS. 


OLD ROSE BEN 
AND HER 
GRANDDAUGHTER , 
THORN ARE THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS? 
CURRENT YOU DON’T EXPECT MY VILLAGERS 
KEEPERS OF V7 \ | TO BELIEVE THAT OLD STICKEATERS 
N TALE ABOUT A DEVIL THAT THE 
DRAGONS TURNEP? TO STONE? 


T youre Wa, THE EARTH TREMELES, ae 5 
SERIOUS’ i MY FRIEND. THE >» * : Z IF THE QUEEN 


LORD OF THE LOCUSTS : AN? HER 
MAY SOON WALK Pi GRANDDAUGHTER 


AMONG US. : : WERE TO FALL 
saan | | : INTO THE 
WRONG HANDS... 
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END TIMES 


ee a WHAT IS ; 
Loopy sraas — Ge? As 
BLOWING UP! 


TO yOuR 
POSTS. 


THE VILLAGERS - - 
MY FAMILY - - 


THIS IS IT, TINSMITH, 
GO TO YOUR PEOPLE 
AN? LEAD THEM 


END TIMES 


END TIMES 


THIS IS CRAZY! 
WE’LL NEVER GET 
OFF THIS 
MOUNTAIN 
BEFORE |T 
EXPLODES! 


END TIMES 


my YOU OKAY, 
ME FONE BONE? 


YEAH, YEAH, 
THANKS TO 
PHONEY- - 


Ww 


( \ 
| € a inl a 
\ 2 a ee 


| WANED L 


END TIMES 


ae I KNOW A SHORTCUT 
DOWN THE MOUNTAIN - - 
so IT’LL SHELTER US 
FROM FALLING ROCKS § 
AN? FROM KINGDBOK! 


IT’S A TUNNEL 
THAT LEADS DOWN 
kK THE MOUNTAIN -- 9am 


: HERE IT IS/ 
THIS IS THE SAME 

TUNNEL WE USED 

TO ESCAPE FROM 
ROCK JAW! 


END TIMES 


HUH, UH! 
NO WAY! 
I’M NOT 
GOIN’ IN 
RE 


THERE! 
WHAT IF THE 
WHOLE 


MOUNTAIN 
BLOWS UP 
WHILE WE’RE 


HE’S TEARING 
THE ENTRANCE 
APART WITH 
HIS JAWS! 


UH... 
MAYBE THIS ISN’T 
SUCH A 
GOOD IDEA... 


I THINK THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
DOWN THERE. 


CAN’T STAY ]m 


HERE,’ EVEN 
GRAN’MA BEN 
CAN’T HOLD 
OFF KINGDOK 

FOREVER! 
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END TIMES 


FONE BONE/ 
WHAT 
ABOUT 
THE PREAMS? 


WE HAVE TO 
GO DOWN 
THEN. 


DON’T YOU OH, MY GOSH! GRAN’MA/ WE’LL BE 
REMEMBER? THAT’S RIGHT! SMILEY AND I OVERWHELMED 
THIS TUNNEL LEADS ANP WE ALL HAVE BEEN HERE BY NIGHTMARES 
TO THE OLD BEGAN TO BEFORE. LIKNOW... 
RAT CREATURE HALLUCINATE/ THERE’S A GOOD 
TEMPLE! CHANCE THAT IF 
WE GO INTO 
THIS TUNNEL, 


-- 


I’VE BEEN HERE 
BEFORE AS WELL. 
A LONG, LONG 
TIME AGO. 


THERE’S 
THAT NOISE 
AGAIN! 


END TIMES 


WE WILL BE 
SAFE IN THE 
OLD TEMPLE. 


WHEN I LET 
GO, KINGDOK 
IS COMING 
IN. 


you 
READY? 


ON YOUR FEET, BOYS g 


END TIMES END TIMES 


HEADMASTER! 
AN ARMY 
FROM PAWA 
IS GATHERING 
AT THE 
SOUTHERN 
ARCH. 


END TIMES 


SM 
OF THE VILLAGERS 
AS ARE WILLING 
TO FOLLOW - - 


END TIMES 


“GREAT DARKNESS 
FALLS ACROSS 
OUR GENERATION. 
THE TIME IS a ee 
. EQUAL TO 
COME. THE BURDEN.” 


HEADMASTER - ~ 


THE ANCIENT LOR? WILL 
vole ORreeS? MOVE SWIFTLY 
MACROSS THE VALLEY... .] | WHAT ABOUT THE 
N TH 
GATHER 2 
ALL THE VILLAGERS SS AREY 
INTO THE CAVE. 
THEN PULL OUR MEN BACK. 
WE DON’T HAVE MUCH 
TIME TO REACH 
SHELTER. 
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END TIMES 


~? ARE YOU...? 
FREE...?7 
DOES THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS 
ROAM THE EARTH AT LAST? 4 
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END TIMES 


NO... ? BUT I GATHERED 


TOGETHER ALL THE FORCES A : y yOurR TRE. A SON, 
NECESSARY TO FREE YOU -- ? Y ONLY PART 
- sé OF OUR 
YOU GATHERED é POWERS 
THEM IN THE ESCAPED... 
WRONG ) 
CONFIGURATION. 
. 


YOU MUST SBBZK 
OUT OUR MISSING 
POWERS ANP RETURN 

THEM TOUS... 


MY LORD ...£ BEG YOUR 
FORGINENESS .... 
I -~- WAS BLINDED By 
MY JEALOUSY OF THE 
YOUNG PRINCESS - - 


= WILL FIN? THEM 
WAT ONCE, MY LORD. 


as 


a 
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LET US GET UP. 


Y; os 
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IT’S AWFUL HOT 
DOWN HERE. 
ANYBODY ELSE 
HAVING TROUBLE 
BREATHING? 


AVAST, YA SWAB! 
LI TOL’ YER 
TO HOLD THAT 
CANPLE STILL’ 


END TIMES 


HOW MUCH FARTHER, 
FONE BONE? 


WHOA. 
TH’ TUNNEL’S 
STARTING TO 


AN’ WATCH 
WHERE YE 
POINT THAT 
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LI DON’T 
REMEMBER THE 
TUNNEL BEING 
THIS LONG... 

ZL THINK WE 
MISSED A TURN 
SOMEWHERE. . . 


HOLD THAT 
CANDLE STILL 
SO WE 
CAN SEE’ 


END TIMES 


SOMETHIN’ WRONG, ARRR! 
FONE BONE? WHAT’P £ 
TELL YER 
ABOUT THAT 
CANDLE, 
ISHMAEL? 


EVERYBODY STAY CALM. THIS IS 
HEY! JUST A HALLUCINATION 
WHERE’s | WE’RE PROBABLY BREATHING 
MY LEG?? | SOME UNDERGROUND 
GAS OR SOMETHING. 


NO, WE’RE 
NOT? 


Iv’sS 
y THE POWER 
OF THE 
DREAMING! 


ISN’T THAT CUTE? 
PHONEY’S GOT 
A LITTLE HAT 


you ONLY 
HAVE ONE EYE, 
TOO! 


SMILEY, 
THE DREAMING 
Is JUST A LOCAL 
SUPERSTITION - - 


IT’S A DREAM OH, COME ON’ 
CAUSED BY THE A MASS 
MYSTICAL HALLUCINATION 
POWERS OF LIKE THIS MUST BE 
THE EARTH CAUSEP By OH, YEAH? 
ITSELF - - A SUBSTANCE THAT LIKE WHAT? 
HAS A CHEMICAL 
EFFECT ON OUR 
BRAINS, NOT 
BY MYSTICAL 
POWERS! 
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END TIMES 


MYSTICAL POWERS ... INVISIBLE 
GAS... SEEMS TO ME 

LIKE YOU’RE 

SPLITTING 


LIKE AN 
INVISIBLE 
GAS! 


FL. 
BUT IF IT IS GAS, 
. DON’T YOU THINK 
YOU SHOULP DOUSE 
THAT OPEN FLAME? 


GRAN’MA! 


WHAT HAPPENED? COLD?/ 


Its 
A 
BILLION 

THORN JUST 
COLLAPSED! 
AN? SHE’S 
ICE COLD. 


OHMYGOSH/ 


PID SHE 
SUCCUMB 
TO THE 
GAS? 


COME HERE, 
EVERYONE. . . 

GET CLOSE! 
) TRY TO KEEP 
HER WARM. 


WHAT DIP 
THEY 
DO TO 


UP THERE, 
JUST NOW... 
BEFORE THE 


MOUNTAIN BLEW UP, 


HER? 
\ AN? THE HOOVED ONE 
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FELL - - 


~ - WHEN ALL 
THE LOCUSTS 
SWARMED OVER 
THORN - - 


I’M AFRAID 
THEY MAY 
HAVE TRIED TO 
TAKE 
POSSESSION OF 
HER SOUL - - 


END TIMES 


SHHH. YOU’RE I SPOKE SO DID L. 
WITH US, DEAR. WITH THE RIGHT HERE 
YOU’RE SAFE. LORD OF IN THIS 
THE VERY CAVE, 
LOCUSTS. 4 : A LONG, LONG 
TIME AGO. 


TELL ME WELL, DEAR, ONE DAY OUR BODIES WERE 
ABOUT WHEN I WAS YOUR AGE, COVERED WITH LOCUSTS... 
THAT. LI FOLLOWED MY OLDER SISTER JUST LIKE YOURS WAS. 

BRIAR HERE. THE LORD OF THE HE WAS SEARCHING FOR 
LOCUSTS WAS WAITING FOR US. SOMETHING... 


I’M 
AFRAID IT 
WASN’T VERY 
PLEASANT. 


YES, THAT’S RIGHT. HE 
DREAMING WAS SEARCHING FOR MY ALMOST. 
EYE. DREAMING EYE. TELL ME, 
THORN. DIP THE LORD OF 
THE LOCUSTS FIND FONE BONE 
YOUR DREAMING EYE? STOPPED 


LET ME UP. 
WE NEED TO 
GET MOVING. 
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YES. BUT I’M 
WORRIED ABOUT 
THE VALLEY. 
WE NEED TO 
GET OUT OF 
THIS CAVE. 


SOME ARE MORE 
OPEN THAN 
OTHERS, BUT IT’S 
THE PLACE WHERE 
THE DREAMING 
FLOWS THROUGH 


BRIAR DID. 


END TIMES 


THERE’S SO TELL ME, GRAN’MA, 
WHO ELSE HAS A DREAMING 
EYE BESIDES yOu 
AND? ME? 


WHY, EVERYONE 
HAS ONE, DEAR... Ji 


SO YOU KNEW HOW WELL, NO. BRIAR’S EYE 
POWERFUL BRIAR’S WAS BLIND FROM BIRTH, 
EYE WAS. AND I THINK SHE HAD 
TROUBLES BECAUSE OF IT. 
SHE COULDN’T TELL 
RIGHT FROM WRONG. 


HMM. WHO TOLD 
YOU BRIAR’S 
DREAMING EYE WAS 
BLIND? 


NO. AN? NOT ONLY WAS 
BRIAR’S DREAMING EYE 
NEVER BLIND, IF I’M NOT 
MISTAKEN, IT’S 
STILL OPEN’ f 
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END TIMES 


WHO CARES! AT 
LEAST WE’RE 
OUTTA THAT 


IT’S SO BRIGHT! y 
MY EYES AREN’T / ig 
USED TO IT! XX a HEY - - IS IT 
N Z : SNOWING? 


NO. 

IT’S ASH! 
LOOK! THERE’S ASH 
ALL OVER THE GROUND. 
WHAT’S GOING ON? 


EVERYTHING. | THE WHOLE 
VALLEY... 
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END TIMES END TIMES 
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END TIMES 


IT LOOKS LIKE A 
ALL THE TREES i GIANT HAN? REACHED WHAT COULD 
HAVE BEEN KNOCKED OUT AND LEVELED aero 
OVER LIKE A BUNCH OF EVERYTHING IN DESTRUCTION? 


TOOTHPICKS. ITS PATH! 


A 
GHOST 
CIRCLE. 


NO, ONLY SOME OF 
THE DESTRUCTION 
IS REAL. THE REST 
IS ONLY 
AN ILLUSION. 


UNWITTINGLY 
UNLEASHED THEM 
ACROSS THE VALLEY. 


3 


L FORTUNATELY, I 
CAN TELL WHICH IS WHICH. 
FOLLOW ME. 


Y 
we Mele bene ro ° _. FOLLOW MY FooTsTErs 


EXACTLY. IF YOU STEP INTO A 
US eee REAL GHOST CIRCLE, 
YOU’LL CEASE TO EXIST. 


SLOW DOWN! 
I GOTA 
PEG LEG, 

HERE/ 
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END TIMES 


THORN. WAIT! I DON’T KNOW YET, BUT REMEMBER 
PO YOU REALLY THINK WHEN THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS 
you CAN UNDO ALL TRIED TO POSSESS MY BODY... 
THIS? HOW? AN? YOU PUT 
THIS DRAGON-NECKLACE 
ON ME, FORCING WELL, 
HIM TO FLEE? BEFORE HE 
LEFT, 
I MANAGED 
TO TEAR A 
LITTLE 
PIECE OFF 
HIM AN? 
KEEP IT. 


SO NOW f 
HAVE SOME OF 
HIS POWERS, 
I GUESS. 


REMEMBER TO 
WATCH WHERE LI 
STEP! WE DON’T 

HAVE MUCH 
TIME. 
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THE PROMISE 


HEY! 
FONE BONE! 


ISN’T THERE AN 
EASIER WAY 
TO GO BESIDES 
CLIMBING OVER 
EVERY TREE FOR THE 
IN OUR PATH?! MILLIONTH 
TIME, 


WE 
HAVE TO 
FOLLOW 
THORN’S 

FOOTSTEPS 
EXACTLY. 


NOW STOP FUSSING : <7 ..- BUT IF YOU MAKE 
ABOUT, PHONEY. : SMILEY SLIDE OFF 
THIS IS DANGEROUS, Ti THE PATH INTO A 
ALL THIS ASH GHOST CIRCLE - - 
IS SLIPPERY! Iv’s 
HARP ENOUGH 
TO SEE AND 
BREATHE... 


YEAH, YEA\ 
RIGHT. / 
HOST CIRCLES. 


ARE THEY 
ANYWAY? 
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TRY TO IMAGINE 
THAT WE’RE 
SURROUNDED By 
GIANT INVISIBLE 
BUBBLES. .. 


.-- BUBBLES 
FILLED WITH 
SUPERNATURAL 
EVIL’ 


THERE’S 
NOT ENOUGH 
DESTRUCTION 

AROUND, 

WE GOTTA 
HAVE EVIL, 


THE PROMISE 


IVS A 
VOLCANO, 
CAN’T WE 

JUST SAY THE 
MOUNTAIN 
BLEW UP? 

WHY’S IT 


EVIL? 


LOOK, I DON’T 
UNDERSTAND WHAT’S 
GOING ON ANY 
BETTER THAN 
YOU DO... 


BUT IF THORN AND 
GRAN’MA BEN SAY 
WE TIPTOE AROUND 
THESE GHOST 
AREAS, THEN WE 
TIP TOE! 


BuT IF YOU 


ASK ME - - 


FINE! But iF YOU ASK ME, 
I/D SAY YOU’RE LETTIN’ THOSE TWO 
WOMEN GET TO YOU WITH THEIR TALK ABOUT 
DREAMS AND PRAGONS AND EVIL SPIRITS/ 


IT’S ALLA 
BUNCH OF 
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I’M NOT 
ASKIN’ 


I’M NOT LETTING THEM 
GET TO ME. I’M AS 
SKEPTICAL ABOUT 
ALL THIS DREAM STUFF 
AS YOU ARE... 


C’MON, GUYS, 
CUT IT OUT. 


x 
DON’T LIKE IT 
WHEN YOU 
FIGHT. 


AS LONG AS 
THORN’S TRYING TO FIND 
US FRESH WATER 
THAT ISN’T CLOGGED 
WITH ASH, I THINK WE 
y SHOULD BE QUIET 

SO SHE CAN 
CONCENTRATE! 


THE PROMISE 
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BUT UNTIL I HAVE SOME 
EXPLANATION FOR WHY YOU 
AND I ARE DRESSED LIKE 
CHARACTERS OUT OF MY 
‘MOBY DICK DREAM, 
I’M GOING TO 
PROCEED? WITH CAUTION, 
OKAY? 


WHAT ARE TALKING 
ABOUT? YOU LOVE IT 
WHEN WE FIGHT? 


THIS IS 
DIFFERENT. 
I’M 
THIRSTY. 


THE WAY AHEAD IS 
NARROW- - WATCH MY 
FOOTSTEPS 


THE PROMISE 


CAREFULLY-~ - AND THAT 


ROCK IS 
OFF 
LIMITS. 


HOW CAN YOU BE pO YOU EVER 
TIRED?/’ YOU’RE BEING 


THINK ABOUT 

CARRIED! ANY THING 
OTHER THAN 
YOURSELF?’ 


WHAT ABOUT 
THE REST OF 
US WHO ARE 
JUST TRYING § 
TO SURVIVE 

THE MESS YOU 

MADE?! 
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BE CAREFUL 
YOU LUNKHEAD, MY 
PEG LEG ALMOST 

TOUCHED THE 


WE NEED 
TO STOP. 
I’M GETTING 
TIRED. 


THE PROMISE 


AND POINT 
LET ME JUST OUT THAT 


WADDLE OVER ON MY LE@ ’M NOT 


THE ONE 
WHO’S 
OBSESSED 
WITH 
MOBY 

DICK! 


BS vMNOTO _ h f : : 
menor opsesser, YT CHANGE TE) | AML NELL sieht 


SUBJECT! YOU’RE THE ONE 2! IS MY FAULT... Z CAN! 
WHO GOT US RUN OUT SuBsECT EVERYBODY 
OF BONEVILLE WITH THAT P IN THIS 

STUPID CAMPAIGN LI CAN'T . VALLEY 


BALLOON’ REALLY FIGURE IS NUTS! 
THAT OUT. INCLUDING 


uS/ 


WE NEED TO GET OUTTA HERE NO, YOU’RE NOT’ I KEEP 
BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE’ COMING UP WITH ESCAPE 

AN? YOUW’RE THE ONLY PLANS, BUT YOU DON’T 
ONE WHO’S WANT TO GO! YOU WANNA 

STOPPING US! STAY HERE AND HELP PEOPLE! 
‘ : REMEMBER RUNNING OUT 
ON ME SO YOU 
COULD HELP A BABY 
RAT CREATURE OR 
WHATEVER? 
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I DION’T RUN OUT 
ON YOU - - 

SMILEY ANP I WERE THEN, 
TAKING THAT LITTLE ISN’T IT? 
CUB TO HIS HOME YOU’RE 
IN THE MOUNTAINS AND THROWIN’ 

WE GOT LOST- - 


HE’LL BE FLOPPIN’ AROUND 
GASPING FOR BREATH LIKE 
A FISH OUT OF WATER! 


THE PROMISE 


THEN THINK 
ABOUT POOR SMILEY! 
IT’S ONE THING TO TURN 
ME INTO A SAILOR - - 

L’VE GOT WITS! 
I’M A SURVIVOR! 


FORGET IT. 
I’M NOT EVEN 
GOING 
THERE - - 


BUT WHAT ABOUT HIM? 
WHAT’S GOING TO HAPPEN 
WHEN YOUR RAMPANT 
IMAGINATION TURNS HIM 
INTO A BEACHED WHITE WHALE?’ 
HUH? WHAT? 


NO BUTS! 
NEXT TIME I 
SEE AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO ESCAPE - - YOU’/RE 
COMIN’ WITH ME. 
YOU GOT 
THAT? 


OKAY, OKAY. 
L SWEAR. 


NEXT TIME 
YOU WANNA 
LEAVE, 
WE LEAVE. 
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THE PROMISE 


BESIDES - - IF THERE’S ANYONE 
TO BLAME, IT’S THAT CRAZY OL’ BAT 
GRAN’MA BEN! 
SHE’S BEEN KEEPIN’ SECRETS FOR YEARS! 


THE HOOPED ONE WAS EVEN 
HER OWN SISTER AND SHE DION’T 
TELL ANYONE’ 


ARE YOU 
ALL RIGHT? 
WHAT 
HAPPENED? 
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THE PROMISE 


HE WAS WOUNDED 
ANP? COULDN’T WALK... 


ARE YOU 
SURE THIS IS 
WHERE YOU 
LEFT HIM? 


HY ... BECAUSE EVERYTHING 
Hh BEYOND THOSE ROCKS 
; IS AN ILLUSION. 


S LEFT HIM 
FIGHT HERE--- 


y No... <a 
IT CAN'T Jogo 
, BF! £ 


sO 


~ - IF HE’D BEEN IN THE 
PATH OF THE TRUE BLAST, HE 
WOULD HAVE BEEN KILLED 
FOR CERTAIN - - 


I MIGHT BE ABLE TO 
UNDO THE SPELL WITH 
THE PIECE OF THE LOCUST 
THAT £ ay INSIDE 


THE PROMISE 


- - BUT IF LUCIUS IS INSIDE 


Si 


THE GHOST CIRCLE, 
THERE IS A CHANCE 
I CAN SAVE HIM. 


WHAT’S HAPPENED TO 
you -- 


. « WHAT’S HAPPENED 
TO THE WORLD? 


LI DION’T 
KNOW THIS 


THE PROMISE 


OKAY - - 
I CAN’T SEE ANYTHING THAT’S ENOUGH - - 4/2 
IN THERE. IT’S ALL SO... 


.-.- SO CLOUDY 
AN? HOT - - 
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THE PROMISE 


DIP YOU 
SEE THAT? 
THERE WERE 
TREES ALL 
AROUN?P US 
FOR 
A SECOND. 


WE’RE JUST INSIDE 
THE GHOST CIRCLE, 
BUT I THINK 
YOU’RE SAFE AS 
TREES HERE! LONG AS YOU 
EVERY WHERE! HOLD ON TO ME... 


BUT 


NO, 
THE GHOST CIRCLE OH, THANK G@OOPNESS! 
COVERS A THE PLACE 
DENSE PART OF I LEFT HIM HAD NO 
THE FOREST. 
MAYBE WE JUST 
COULDN’T SEE 


LUCIUS 
ISN’T HERE - - 
WE’RE IN THE 
WRONG SPOT? 
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THE PROMISE 


OH, MY, WHAT ABOUT YOU, THORN? 
WHAT A ARE YOU ALL RIGHT? 
RELIEF, 


YES, G@RAN’MA. 
I’M JUST 
A LITTLE TIRED. 


WAIT! I HAVE MORE FINALLY! AFTER WE 
GOOP NEWS’ DRINK, CAN WE 
THE SPRING IS STOP FOR A 

OUTSIDE THE GHOST a WHILE? 
CIRCLE! IT’S " if 
JUST OVER THE , EXHAUSTED’ 


YES, 
PHONCIBLE, 
2 CAN 


ALL RIGHT, EVERYONE, 
JUST A LITTLE 
FARTHER. 


a 


<a); oF 
a a 
aa eee oa 
oo 
Cc 


oa ~ 


r=) 


Pid se 

SD 

: RS} 

3) § ‘Ss 
a = 


5S 


WHAT TIME 
DO YOU THINK 


IT IS, 
FONE BONE? 


I GUESS 
I’M A LITTLE 
HOMESICK. 


THE PROMISE 


MM? ZL DON’T 
KNOW. WITH THE 
ASH PLUME BLOCKING 
THE SUN, IT’S 
HARP TO TELL. 


NO, LT MEAN WHAT 
TIME BO YOU 
THINK IT IS 
BACK IN 
BONEVILLE? 


BUT YOU’RE NOT, 


ARE YOU? 


WHAT? OH, GEE, 
I DON’T HAVE 
ANY IDEA. 
WHY PO YOU 
ASK? 


WHAT DO YOU 
MEAN? 


yOu KNOW 
WHAT £ 
MEAN. 


YOU TOLD PHONEY 
TODAY THAT YOU’D 
GO HOME NEXT 
CHANCE YOU GOT. 
PIP YOU 
MEAN THAT? 


BESIDES, WE DON’T HAVE 
TO DO EVERYTHING PHONEY 
SAYS. HE’S NOT ALWAYS 
RIGHT, YOU KNOW. 


THE PROMISE 


S7 


I DUNNO... 
I SUPPOSE. 


I HOPE YOU DIDN’T JUST 


SAY THAT BECAUSE YOU WERE 


AFRAID YOU MIGHT TURN ME 
( INTO MOBY DICK. 2’M NOT 
= AFRAID. 


NO, YOU’RE RIGHT. 
IN FACT, 
HE’S ALMOST 
ALWAYS WRONG... 


... BUT THIS TIME 
HE JUST MIGHT BE 
ONTO SOMETHING. 


THE PROMISE 


WE DON’T BELONG HERE... Ah int) YOU DIDN'T 
I MEAN, LOOK AT THESE \\\i i THINK IT WAS 
PEOPLE. THEY HOOEY WHEN 

BELIEVE IN PREAMS. ‘ Ni WE WERE WHAT ARE 
UP ON THE YOU_ TALKING 
RIPGE AND ABOUT? 

WE THOUGHT 

THORN HAD 

BEEN 
KILLED. 


I’M AFRAID PHONEY’S 
RIGHT, ALL THIS 
DREAMING STUFF 
IS HOOEY. 


WE DIDN’T KNOW THAT’ ! 
WHERE THORN WAS... Pye - oe : ict iieie 
, C’MON, LET” 
YOU CLOSED YOUR REMEMBER pie CT GET SOME ee 
“ , | 
EYES AND YOU COULD ] THAT: BEFORE WE ALL 
TELL - - WITHOUT EVEN ~ ; GO COMPLETELY 


SEEING HER - - THAT = 
‘SHE WAS ALIVE! a a 
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THE PROMISE 
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THE PROMISE 


--ONA 
SINKING 
CASKET! 


IT’S I CAN’T BAIL 
GOING é FAST 
UNDER - - ; ENOUGH! 


THE PROMISE 


Iv’S SO 
QUIET DOWN 
HERE. 


THE PROMISE 


WAIT? 
IT’S THE 
DRAGON’ 


I’M SAVED! 


I’M GOING 
INTO HIS 
MOUTH/ 


THE PROMISE 


L CAN’T 
BELIEVE IT’ 


HE SWALLOWED 
ME. 


NOW WHAT DID HE 
HAVE TO GO AND 
DO THAT FOR? 
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DARKER TRUTHS 


WEIRD DRE. 
L JUST HAD, SMILEY! 
I DREAMT Z WAS 
SWALLOWED bY 
THE DRAGON - 


DARKER TRUTHS 


SMILEY? TAKING A BATH! OH, THANK GOOPNESS’ 
pO you I HAD THIS 
REALIZE HOW REALLY OMINOUS 
LONG IT’S DREAM, AND I WAS 
BEEN? AFRAID SOMETHING BAO 
MIGHT HAVE 
HAPPENED- - 


I/VE SEEN YOU 
WITHOUT YOUR 
VEST ON BEFORE. 
WE GREW 
UP TOGETHER, 
REMEMBER? 


AN? LOOK! 
» ¥ HE WOKE UP THIS 
TO THIS EERIE N MORNING AND HE’S 
LANDSCAPE. 4 RE. NOT CAPTAIN AHAB 
ANYMORE! 


ENERYONE? J ee ISN’T THAT 
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DARKER TRUTHS 


, MAYBE THE WAIT A MINUTE! 
gr Al VOLCANIC IN MY DREAM 
ISHMAEL ANYMORE GASES THAT LI WAS PRESSED LIKE 
EITHER’ WHAT’S — WERE MAKING ISHMAEL UNTIL THE THAT 
GOING ON? US HALLUCINATE | | GREAT RED DRAGON YOU'RE 
7 ARE STARTING TO SWALLOWED ME’ A 
WEAR OFF. PSYCHO? 
PO YOU THINK 
THAT MEANS 
ANYTHING? 


I’M SERIOUS, 


I CAN FEEL IT. SOMETHING’S PHONEY, 


WHERE’S THORN? 
STARTING TO CHANGE... I THINK 


I THINK “S IN 
SOMETHING’S DANGER! 


WRONG - - 


TAKE IT 
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« « GRAN’MA WANTED 
TO HEAD SOUTH 
TO ATHEIA... 


WE’RE COMPLETELY 
SURROUNDED By 
GHOST CIRCLES... 


DARKER TRUTHS 


SHE AND 
GRAN’MA BEN HAD 
A LITTLE DISAGREEMENT 
THIS MORNING OVER 
WHERE WE SHOULD 
GO NEXT... 


... BUT 
THORN WANTS TO 
GO BACK TO 
OLD MAN’S CAVE. 


BUT APPARENTLY THORN THINKS 
THERE’S LESS OF THEM BETWEEN 
HERE AND OLD MAN’S CAVE, 
THAN TO THE SOUTH. 
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DARKER TRUTHS 


YES. 
GOOD 
MORNING’ 


GOOD 
MORNING?/ 


SIGNALS, 
YET? 


WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING WITH THAT 
HOOD OVER YOUR 


WE HAVE 


I’M TRYING TO SEE BEYOND 
THE EDGE OF THE VOLCANO’S 
DESTRUCTION ~ - BUT THE 
GHOST CIRCLES EXTEND THE 
DAMAGE TOO FAR 
IN EVERY DIRECTION... 


WE STILL 
DON’T KNOW 
\F THE BLAST 

REACHED 

OLD MAN’S CAVE 
OR IF ANYONE 

THERE IS 

STILL ALIVE. 
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QUIET. I’M LISTENING 
FOR SIGNS OF LIFE 
MOVING AROUND? 
OUT THERE, 


BECAUSE YOU 
LOOK LIKE THE 
HOODED ONE, 
THAT’S 
WHY! 


THIS IS A 
VENI-YAN 
CONCENTRATION 
TECHNIQUE. 
IT’S LIKE 
PUTTING ON 
BLINDERS. 


WHAT’S 


GOING ON? THAT’S BEEN GOING 


ON ALL MORNING: 
NOTHING. 


NOT YET. 

I THINK THE 
GHOST CIRCLES 
MAY BE 
SPREADING. 


HAVE YOU 
FOUN? THE 
OUTER 
EDGE OF 
THE 
CIRCLES, 
THORN? 


OH, BROTHER, 
HERE WE GO... 

SO YOU'RE TELLIN’ US 
THAT TH’ GHOST CIRCLES 
AREN’T PART OF THE 
NATURAL VOLCANO - ~ 
THEY’RE SOMETHING 
SEPARATE - - 


SOMETHING 


DURING THE CEREMONY 
WHEN THE HOOPED ONE 
ATTEMPTED TO FREE 
THE LOCUST- - 
THE NOTHINGNESS 
BEGAN TO 
COME HERE... 


FORTUNATELY FOR US, 
THE HOOVED ONE BOTCHED 
THE RITUAL AND ONLY THE 
SMALLEST FRACTION OF 
THE VOID WAS ABLE TO 
ESCAPE. 


DARKER TRUTHS 


THE EXPLOSION FROM THE 
VOLCANO PUSHED THEM 
TO THE FAR CORNERS 
OF THE VALLEY... 


..-» BUT EVEN THOUGH 
THE BLAST ITSELF 
HAS DISSIPATED, 
THE CIRCLES CONTINUE 
TO SPREAD OUTWARD. 


NOT SEPARATE. 
PART OF 
THE DREAMING, LIKE 
EVERYTHING 
ELSE... 


/ BUT FROM A PART OF 
THE DREAMING WHERE THERE 
IS NO SHAPE OR FORM. 
ONLY 
VOIP AND 
NOTHINGNESS. 


THAT’S WHAT THE 
GHOST CIRCLES ARE - - 
PLACES WHERE OUR WORLD 
ANP THE VOID ARE 
MIXED TOGETHER. 


YOU CALL 
THAT 
FORTUNATE? 
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DARKER TRUTHS 


IF THE CEREMONY 
HAD BEEN SUCCESSFUL, 
NOT ONLY WOULD £ 
BE THE LORD OF THE & 
LOCUSTS, 
BUT THE ENTIRE 
VALLEY 


WELL, IT FEELS LIKE THE ONLY 
THING HOLDING THE CIRCLES 
HERE |S THE SMALL PIECE OF 
THE LOCUST THAT’S 
INSIDE ME. .. 


Z SAY THIS IS ALL 
HOOEY/ 
WE’RE JUST 
HALLUCINATING! 


BECAUSE I’M 
WORRIED ABOUT THE 
VILLAGERS WE LEFT 
AT OLD MAN’S CAVE, 


THEN WHY 
THE HECK AREN’T 
WE GOING TO 
ATHEIA?/ 


BUT THE 
HOOPED ONE 
BOTCHED IT, 

AND 

SHE WAS 

KILLED. 


SHUT UP, 
PHONEY/ 
HOW DO WE 
GET RID 
OF THAT 
PIECE THAT’S 
INSIDE YOU? 


..- AND I’M WORRIED 


‘ABOUT Lucius - - 
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EVEN SO, SOME OF 
THE NETHERWORLD 
ESCAPED AND WE HAVE 
THESE UNSTABLE 
GHOST CIRCLES. 


DO YOU STILL ‘ 
THINK YOU CAN 
UNPO THEM? 


GRAN’MA BEN THINKS 
SHE HAS FRIENDS IN 
ATHEIA WHO CAN 
HELP US. 


CAN’T YOU 
PEOPLE 
TALK 
SOMEWHERE 
ELSE? 
I’M TRYING 
TO 
LISTEN FOR 
SIGNS OF 
LIFE! 


DARKER TRUTHS 


LET’S ALL STEP OVER 
HERE FOR A MOMENT 
ANP LET GRAN’MA 
LISTEN. 


IT’S NOT THEIR 
VALLEY ANYMORE. 
THEY FOUGHT THE 
LOCUST ONCE... 
NOW IT’S 


THEY’RE GONNA 
SLEEP WHILE THE RAT 
CREATURES AN? 
THE LORD OF THE 
LOCUSTS 
DESTROY THEIR 
VALLEY?/ 


ABANDONED 
you 


SELF-SUFFICIENT, 
LIKE ME! 


THORN? 
WHY ISN’T THE 
DRAGON HELPING 
uS? 


THE DRAGONS HAVE 
LEFT THE VALLEY FOR 
GOOD, FONE BONE. 
THEY’VE GONE UNDERGROUND 
TO DREAM. 


OUR TURN?’ 
WHAT KIN? OF 
A COP OUT 
|S THAT? 
I SAY WE 
WAKE ‘EM 


GRAN’MA TRIED TO GET 
THE DRAGONS TO STAY, 
BUT THEY WOULDN’T! 


YOU GUYS 
WORRY TOO MUCH 
ABOUT PRAGONS’ 


DARKER TRUTHS 


THERE’S SOMETHING 
MOVING ON THE OTHER ee 
SIDE OF THE RIDGE. 


ALL RIGHT NOW, 
EVERYONE BE QUIET 
NP? 


ooh 
I MEAN IT THIS TIME! 


CAN’T TELL. IS THERE 
A CLEAR PATH UP 
TO THE TOP? 


THEY DON’T KNOW 
WE’RE HERE. 
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DARKER TRUTHS 


RAT CREATURES! 
HOW DID THEY 
FIND US? 


DARKER TRUTHS 


WHAT ARE WE 
GOING TO 9O? 
THE RAT CREATURES 
ARE BETWEEN US 
AN? OLD MAN’S 


HAVE NO CHOICE, 


WE GO 
SOUTH. 


I AGREE WITH 
GRAN’MA. 
THE OLD CITY 
OF ATHEIA 
IS OUR ONLY 


LISTEN UP, SMILEY, 

A REAL CITY LIKE ATHEIA 
IS BOUN? TO MINT 
ITS OWN COINS... 


WHAT ABOUT 


WE HAVE 
TO HOPE 
LUCIUS MADE IT 
BACK TO 
OLD MAN’S 
CANE. 
NOTHING MATTERS 
NOW EXCEPT 
GETTING YOU 
TO ATHEIA. 


..- ATHEIA IS EVEN FARTHER 
AWAY FROM BONEVILLE THAN 
WE ALREADY ARE! WE’LL 
NEVER GET HOME, 


COURAGE, OLD FRIEND! 
WE’LL JUST HAVE TO 
MUDDLE THROUGH 
SOMEHOW. 


WHAT PO 
WHAT I CAN’T You 


FIGURE OUT IS 
HOW DIP THE 
RAT CREATURES 


IF WE PLAY OUR CARDS 
RIGHT, WE CAN GO BACK TO 
BONEVILLE LOADED WITH 
COLP, HARP CASH! 
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DARKER TRUTHS 


4 WHEN FONE BONE AND £ 
COINCIDENCE THAT THEY DISTURBED THE GHOST CIRCLE - - 
MARCHED ACROSS MILES AND OHMYGOSH! THAT COULO’VE GIVEN US 
MILES OF DEVASTATED MAYBE THEY 
LANOSCAPE TO WITHIN A PO KNOW 
FEW YARDS OF OUR WE’RE HERE. 


IMPOSSIBLE? 
WITHOUT BRIAR, 
THE RATS CAN’T SEE 
ANYTHING THAT 
HAPPENS IN THE 
DREAMING. 

AND? BRIAR IS 
DEAD. 


EVEN WITHOUT YOUR 


I THINK WE 
SISTER, SOMETHING 


SHOULD GET 
GUIDED THOSE CREATURES OUT OF 
HERE. 


> 
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DARKER TRUTHS 
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STAY AWAY FROM US - - ] 
f/ OR T/L KILL YOU... t 
I HAVE 
ONLY 
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DARKER TRUTHS 


ANY POWER YOU HAVE 
COMES TO YOU FROM THE LOCUST y \ 
HIMSELF...... 
YOU DID NOT STEAL IT... 
..-HE GAVE IT TO YOU.... 


BUT THERE |S A DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN YOU AND IL... 
A DIFFERENCE THAT WILL ALLOW US TO 
FREE THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS... 


YOU ARE ALIVE, 


I HAP HOPED TO BE THE STRONGER OF THE TWO 
BUT IT WAS NOT MEANT TO BE... 


YOU ARE LIKE ME NOW.... 
A SHAPOW 
OF YOUR 
MASTER ... 


A SHADOW 
CAST INTO 
THIS 
WORLD. 


BUT EVEN A LIVING VEN-YAN-CARI 
CANNOT CALL OUT THE LOCUST ALONE... 
TWO TOGETHER ARE NECESSARY 
TO PERFORM THE RITUAL... 


COME WITH ME, CHILD... WE 
WILL GO TO PERFORM THE RITUAL 
TOGETHER ... 


DARKER TRUTHS 


DO NOT DECIDE TOO QUICKLY... I KNOW IT WAS 
YOU WHO TOLD THE IT WAS'NOT 
WITH THE POWER OF THE LOCUST YOU RAT CREATURES WHERE = WHO KILLED 
WILL BE ABLE TO UNPO THE GHOST CIRCLES... TO FIND MY MOTHER 
AND FATHER SO YOU YOUR 
COULD KILL THEM! \ PARENTS ... 


YOU CAN RESTORE THE VALLEY... 
IS THAT NOT WHAT YOU WANT? 
BUT THEY 

WHO KILLED 


I KNOW 
WHO YOU 
ARE, BRIAR. 


BUT IF Z HAD, YES, I LED THEM TO THE RATS. 
COULP? YOU BLAME ME? NO ONE KNEW 


YOUR ENTIRE FAMILY ZWAS A 
TREATED ME LIKE AN VENI-YAN-CARI 


OLD NURSEMAID. LIKE You... 


BUT WHEN YOUR 
MOTHER REALIZED 
I WAS KIDNAPPING YOU 
FOR THE 
RITUAL... 


«++ YOUR FATHER CUT ME IN HALF THE WORLD IS FILLED WITH DARK TRUTHS, 
WITH AN OL? ABANDONED FARM TOOL. YOUNG ONE... AND ONE TRUTH I HAVE LEARNE? 
IS DESTINY ALWAYS PREVAILS ... 


NOW RISE... 
TAKE MY HAND. 


ON THE NEXT 
FULL MOON WE 
WILL PERFORM 


ONLY LATER DIP I LEARN THAT YOUR 
PARENTS WERE EATEN ALIVE... 
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DARKER TRUTHS 


YOU HAVE THE LOCUST INSIDE 
YOU NOW ... IT CONTROLS YOU... 
IT WILL NOT ALLOW YOU TO 
RESIST... 


YOU KNOW 
WHAT? 
I HAVE JUST 
ABOUT HAD 
IT WITH YOU. 


THERE IS A 
PIECE OF THE LOCUST 
INSIDE OF YOU 
AS WELL... 


FIRST YOU MESSED 
WITH MY COUSIN, 
NOW YOU’RE MESSIN’ 
WITH MY GIRL! 


LET’S GO - - 


DARKER TRUTHS 


FROM THE VERY BEGINING 
THE DREAMS SHOWEP ME THAT A BONE CREATURE 


WOULD BECOME INVOLVED? IN THIS AFFAIR... 


HOWEVER, SINCE 
THIS BONE WOULD 


CLEARLY BE A WEAKER 
PARTNER ... +++ THAT MEANS 


I NO LONGER 
NEED yOu, 
PRINCESS - - 


DARKER TRUTHS 


REMEMBER 
BARTLEBY? 
 & HE HELPED 
hT ~PHONEY, GRAN’MA BEN 
AN’ ME GET AWAY! 


GO! GO: > WHAT ABOUT THE 
GET THORN ON THAT GHOST CIRCLES? 
RAT CREATURE AND 
oe, 
ro \ 
A \ Ss 


DARKER TRUTHS 


CAN YOU 
BELIEVE IT, 
FONE BONE? 


LITTLE 
BARTLEBY’S 
BACK! 
'S 


SNAP! CRACKLE! Pop! 


GO TO 
THE LEFT! 
THERE ARE GHOST 
CIRCLES 
AHEAD - - 
ann’ 
TO THE LEFT! 
CAN’T YOU 
STEER THIS 
THING? 


THE GHOST CIRCLES 
ARE INVISIBLE’ ONLY yOu 
CAN SEE THEM! 


89 


SNAP! CRACKLE! Pop! 


SNAP! CRACKLE! Pop! 


THIS IS 
ABOUT 
TO 


GET REAL 
DANGEROUS! 


WE’RE 
ENTERING 


CIRCLES! 


THE RAT CREATURES 
ARE DISAPPEARING! 


SINGL 
FILE! 


SNAP! CRACKLE! Pop! 


THEY’RE RUNNING THORN, I’M FINE, BUT THE CIRCLES 
INTO THE ARE CLUSTERED TOGETHER HERE 
GHOST CIRCLES. Fis WALK? AND I NEED A FULL RANGE OF 
aN SIGHT. 


07 ; »\ 


THEY 
STOPPED 
YELLING. 
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SNAP! CRACKLE! Pop! 


«+. AND? 
EVERYONE 


EXCEPT 
uS 
IS DEAD. 


WE’RE NOT SAFE YET, 
SO LET’S KEEP HEADING 
SOUTH. 
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SNAP! CRACKLE! Pop! 


SNAP! CRACKLE! Pop! 


We Foun”, 
yuctus! 


IVS A IN CONKLE’S HOLLOW. . . 
MIRACLE ...Z KEPT FOLLOWIN’ A 
THAT WE FOUND QUEER BUZZIN’ SOUND IN 
HIM! MY BAR. 


a 
Fe 


+e, FOR THE LIFE OF 

ME, I’LL NEVER KNOW 

WHAT MADE ME LOOK 
THERE. 


SNAP! CRACKLE! Pop! 


LUCIUS? 
CAN YOU HEAR 
ME? 


YOU’RE SAFE, DON’T REMEMBER YEAH, HE’S GOOD - - 
BUDDY. YOU’/RE GOING MUCH AFTER TH’ cee HE’S HERE. DON’T THINK 
TO BE ALL RIGHT. BLAST... ABOUT THAT RIGHT 


IS 
TONATHAN 
WHY AREN’T YOU 
LOOKIN’ ME IN THE 
EYE, WENDELL? 
WHAT HAPPENED? 


DON’T MOVE. 
WE’RE GOING TO 
GET YOU CLEANED 


tS AL MY 
FAULT, 
WENDEW/ 
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SNAP! CRACKLE! Pop! 


| L WOULON’T SHOUT 
. THAT IF L WERE YOU, FRIEND. 


SST. 


HEAPS UP. 
THERE’S PLENTY AROUND 
HERE LOOKIN’ TO 


PIN BLAME - - HERE COMES 
THE HEADMASTER. 


STAND ASIDE, 
FARMER. 


DON’T GET UP, 
Lucius. 


WHERE ARE 
THEY? THE QUEEN MOTHER 
AND HER GRANDDAUGHTER. 


WHERE ARE THEY? 
YOU MEAN 


IF THEY’RE 
NOT HERE, THEN 
L DON’T 
KNOW. 
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SHE WAS LAST 
SEEN WITH YOU AND A 
BONE CREATURE 
HEADING TOWARD 
THE MOUNTAIN. . . 


ATHEIA. 


. » THE MOUNTAIN THAT 
HAS SINCE EXPLODED, 
FREEING THE LORD OF 

THE LOCUSTS. 


I KNOW IF ROSE SURVIVED, 
THEN SHE IS GOING SOUTH... 
TAKING THORN TO 


SNAP! CRACKLE! Pop! 


LI DON’T THINK YOU AND £ 
WOULD BE ALIVE IF THE 
LOCUST WAS TRULY 


AND IF WE’RE ALIVE, 
THEN MAYBE ROSE, THORN 
AND THE BONES ARE, TOO. 


IT’S THE SEAT OF 
THE THRONE. 
SHE AND THORN ARE 
GOING TO REUNITE 
OUR PEOPLE AGAINST 
THE ENEMY. 


TO WHAT END? 
THE ANCIENT CAPITAL 
WENT DARK YEARS AGO. 
THERE |S NOTHING 
LEFT. 


THE ONLY SURVIVORS OF 
THIS DISASTER ARE 
THE MEMBERS OF OUR ORDER 
ANP YOUR VILLAGERS WHO WERE IN 
THE CAVE WITH US. 


THE WAR IS OVER AND 
WE LOST. 
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YOU DON’T KNOW 
THAT. THERE COULD BE 
OTHER SURVIVORS - - 


WE WILL DO 
WHATEVER 
WE MUST TO 
PRESERVE OUR 
WAY OF LIFE 


SNAP! CRACKLE! Pop! 


S/ WE vo NOT 
SHARE YOUR 
OPTIMISTIC 

VIEW. 


HE IS A 
TRAITOR TO 
THE QUEEN. 
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THE LOCUST IS 
FREE, AND 
THE ENP TIMES 
ARE UPON US. 


TAKE LUCIUS TO THE 
INFIRMARY AND PLACE A 
GUARD AROUND HIM. 


SNAP! CRACKLE! Pop! 


SNAP! CRACKLE! Pop! 


SAY, GUYS, HAVE YOU 
NOTICED THAT THE 
LANDSCAPE HAS CHANGED? 


WHAT PO 
YOU MEAN? 
IT’S ALL STILL 
COVERED IN 
ASH! 


YEAH, BUT IT’S SMILEY’S 
JUST ASH. ITIS RIGHT. 
WHERE’S ALL AUTTLE | SOMETHING OPP 
THE TREES EMPTIER IS HAPPENING 
THE VOLCANO THAN AS WE HEAD 
KNOCKED OVER? ), BEFORE. SOUTH... 
WHY’S IT SO I CAN FEEL IT... 
FLAT? SORT OF LIKE 
PRESSURE ON 
MY FACE ~ - 


THORN? 
WHAT’S 
WRONG? 
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SNAP! CRACKLE! Pop! 


IT’S STRANGE, GRAN’MA. . . IT’S ALMOST AS IF WE’VE MET A 
THE GHOST CIRCLES SHOULD BE THINNING NEW SYSTEM OF GHOST CIRCLES 
OUT AS WE GET FARTHER FROM THE MOUNTAIN, MOVING UP FROM 
BUT INSTEAD THEY SEEM TO BE THE SOUTH TOWARDS US. 
GROWING HEAVIER UP AHEAD. 


YET OFF TO THE EAST 
TOWARD PAWA, THERE’S A 
peep NARROW REGION FREE FROM 
STARS. ANY GHOST CIRCLES 
WHATSOEVER. 


BREAK TIME. 


WE AIN’T 
GOIN’ ANYWHERE 
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SNAP! CRACKLE! Pop! 


SIT DOWN, / 
WILL YA? ‘ 
WE’RE IN 
JEEZ, LOOK AT A PRETTY you 
THE FACE. BAD SPOT, WORRY TOO 
PHONEY. MUCH WORRY TOO MUCH? 
THE WORLD IS 
GOING AWAY! 


IT’S JUST AN ASH PLUME. - «- IT’S GONNA BE 
IT’LL BLOW OVER. SO FINE, IN FACT, 
THAT YOU AN’ £ 
ARE GONNA 
LOOK, ONCE WE GET BE ON 
TO THIS CITY OF ATHEIA SORRY/ EASY STREET! 
ENVERYTHING’S GONNA 


BE FINE... L DIDN'T 


MEAN TO 
SHOCK 


EASY STREET? DON’T TELL ME YOU’RE UP 
TO SOMETHING - - AGAIN?// 


GET OFF YOUR HIGH HORSE’ 
YOU’VE BEEN BLAMING ME FOR 
OUR TROUBLES EVER SINCE WE 

GOT HERE, BUT I GUESS WE 
KNOW WHO’S TO BLAME NOW, 

DON’T WE? 


ARE yOu 

SAYING 

THIS IS 
MY FAULT?2/ 
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SNAP! CRACKLE! Pop! 


ED 
TO 
ND! 


a — 
THERE’S ALW. 
TIME FOR SCI 
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LISTEN UP, CHUMLY, 
THIS IS YOUR FAULT BECAUSE 
yOU HAVE A PIECE OF THE LOCUST 
INSIDE YOU, AND THAT MEANS THE - - THEY DON’T EVEN WANT 
RAT met! URES WANT s) THORN ANYMORE - ~ 
you... 


SNAP! CRACKLE! Pop! 


OHMYGOSH, FONE BONE! EVERYONE COME 
YOU SAIP THE HOOVED ONE HERE, 
WAS LOOKING FOR A WEAKER 
PARTNER TO PERFORM THE 
RITUAL WITH’ WE’NE PLOTTED 
OUT A PATH. 
PHONEY’S 


RIGHT! 
YOU’RE THE ONE 
THEY WANT/ 


TO ATHEIA BECAUSE OF THE CAN TRUST YOUR HE JUST 
GHOST CIRCLES, COMPANION, HERE, SAVED OUR 
BUT THORN HAS FOUND A LIVES! 
PATH TO THE EAST. 


IVS A 
LONGER WAY 
AROUND, BUT IT’LL 
GET US 
THERE. 


ALL THE SAME, 


; CHEER UP, 
eae oye EVERYBODY, WE’RE 


WHERE I CAN ON OUR WAY 
SEE HIM. NOW 
AND 
NOTHIN’ CAN 
STOP US! 
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SNAP! CRACKLE! Pop! 


THE RoOoT CELLAR 


BE CAREFUL! 
DON’T STEP 


INTO ANY 
GHOST 
CIRCLES’ 


THE RooT CELLAR 


HE NEEDS FOOD. HE’S 
WEAK FROM HUNGER. 


BUT I RATIONED OUT 
ALL THE STALE BREAD 
THINGIES IN MY 
BACKPACK- - 


HE WOULPN’T EAT HIS RATIONS. : 
HE INSISTEP I EAT L DON’T THINK WE 
HIS SHARE. HAVE ANY MORE... 
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WHAT 
HAPPENED? 


THE RooT CELLAR 


HE COLLAPSED 
FROM HUNGER. 
JUST LIKE 
WE’RE ALL 


THORN! GET US 
SOMETHING ~- - 
QUICK, BEFORE 
SMILEY GETS 


ME? 
WHAT CAN 
LI DO? 


You DONE 


GOING TO IF WE WORSE! 
DON’T FIN? SOME 
FOOD SOON. 


WATER |S DIFFERENT. ISN’T THERE I’M SORRY, PHONEY. 
UNPERGROUNP SOME ANYTHING THAT 
AGAINST- SPRINGS SURVIVED? UNDERGROUN? WASN’T TRAPPED 


THE-FOREHEAD THE EXPLOSION. FOOD? INSIDE A 
THING? GHOST CIRCLE 


WAS PESTROYED. 


CAN’T YOU PO 
THE FINGERS- 


THE 
RIVERS ARE 
CHOKED WITH 
MUP ANP YOU 
FOUN? 


NOT BY YOURSELF, 
BUT IF WE HELD 
HANPS LIKE BEFORE, 
MAYBE WE 
COULD GO INSIDE 
AND LOOK FOR A 
FARM OR A GARDEN . 


YOU WANT 
INSIDE A GHOST ME TO 
CIRCLE! THIS IS GO INSIDE 
AN EMERGENCY! A GHOST 


WHOA, 
WHOA! 


LI DION’T MEAN YOu, 
FONE BONE. WHY 
CAN’T THORN 
GO ALONE? 


THE RoOoT CELLAR 


| HAVE A PIECE 
OF THE LOCUST 
INSIDE ME TOO. 


BESIDES, 
I’M NOT 
GONNA LET HER 


WE’LL BE 
SAFE AS LONG 
AS WE HOLD 
HANDS. IT 
WORKED 
BEFORE. 


IT WAS 
AN ACCIDENT 
BEFORE, 
HE’S NOT BUILT 
FOR DANGER 
THE WAY 
YOU ARE. 


TAKE ALL 
THE RISK/ 


GRAN’MA, 
WHERE ALONG 
THE RIVER 
ARE WE? 


GHOST CIRCLES 
ARE PART OF THE LOCUST 
HIMSELF. 
POISONOUS 
NIGHTMARES SENT 
FORTH TO DEMORALIZE 
AN? CONTROL US. 


THE CIRCLES MAKE IT 
VERY CONFUSING, DEAR... 
WE MIGHT BE NEAR THE 
BANKS OF FLINT RIDGE - - 


THAT MEANS 
WE’RE IN UPPER 
PAWA. 
THERE SHOULD 
BE FARMS ALL 
AROUND US. 
LI DON’T 
WANT YOU TO 


DO THIS... LAST TIME YOU DID 


THIS, IT GAVE AWAY 
OUR POSITION TO 
THE ENEMY. 


WHO CARES 
ABOUT THE 
STUPID WAR? 


THORN, LI THINK 
THIS IS A STRATEGIC 


ERROR - - 


PAWA IS 
HOSTILE TERRITORY. 
THE FARMERS HERE 
HAVE GONE 
OVER TO THE 
LOCUST - - 


WE’RE 
JUST TRYING 
TO 
SURVIVE! 


THE RoOoT CELLAR 


FONE BONE’ I THINK WE’RE ON A FARM OKAY... STEP RIGHT OVER HERE... 
NOW.... I’M DEFINITELY SENSING THIS IS THE EDGE 
SOME OF THE OUT BUILDINGS. OF THE CIRCLE... 


LET’S GO 
BEFORE WE 
HAVE TIME 

TO THINK 
ABOUT IT. 


THERE’S A FARMHOUSE 
UP ABOVE... 
IS ANYONE HOME? 


CHANGED 
THEM?! 


WHAT’S THAT 
SUPPOSE? TO 
MEAN? 


THE ROOT CELLAR 


I THINK SO. 


YES... 
THERE’S A FAMILY 
INSIDE... 


THEY’RE DEFINIITELY 
NOT ALIVE... 


«+. BUT THEYRE 
MOVING AROUND. 


2 I’M NOT SURE. 
Sete Eee +++ THE GHOST CIRCLE 
JEEZ... CHANGED THEM, 


YOU CAN TELL 
T? 


THAT? 
ARE THEY OKAY? 


FONE BONE’ 
HOLD TIGHT TO 
MY HAN?! WE’RE INSIDE A 
GHOST CIRCLE’ 


I DON’T KNOW 


WHAT WILL HAPPEN 
ee IF WE LOSE 


SOMETHING?! aa 


GET THESE 
APPLES AND 
GET OUT 
OF 


HERE! 


THE RooT CELLAR 


BACKPACK’S FULL. DIP YOU HEAR THAT? 
LET’S GO. 


MAYBE WE SHOULD 
TAKE SOME CABBAGE ... 
CAN’T HAVE TOO 

MUCH FIBER... 


IT’S THE FARMER’S 
FAMILY. THEY’RE 
COMING HERE! 


WE’RE ALMOST TO 
THE CIRCLE’S EDGE! 


" WAIT, THORN’! 
YOURE GOING TOO 


Tee 2075! 


WHO ARE YOU? 
WHAT BO YOU WANT? 


THE RooT CELLAR 


THEY STOPPED BEHIND 
THE RIDGE, 


STUBB? IS THAT 
YOUR NAME? FARMER 
STUBB? 


CROWN OF 


MY 
MOTHER - ~ ? 


MY MOTHER’S 
DEAD. 


THE RooT CELLAR 


AIT! ARE YOU NOTHING. 
LEAVING? I THINK 
. THEY’RE GONE. 


PUT AWAY 
YOUR 


TAKE PIECE OF LOCU! 
BACK FROM YOUR 
FRIEND... 


WEAPONS 
ATTRACT 
HIM, 


NEVERMIND. TUST 
WHAT’S WE HAVE TO de 
GOIN ON? GET OUT OF DO IT -- READY? 
HERE, 


GINE ME 
YOUR OTHER 
HAND? FOR A 

MOMENT. 


THE RooT CELLAR 


=) 

zo 
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THE RoOoT CELLAR 


YOU CAN GO IN, 
TINSMITH, BUT 
THE REST OF THE 
FARMERS WILL HAVE 
TO WAIT OUT HERE. 


HELLO, 
Lucius. 


IT’S NOT 
GOING WELL WITH WHAT ABOUT THE 
THE HEADMASTER. VILLAGERS? WILL 
HE REFUSES THEY GO SOUTH? 
TO MOVE JOINING 
THE CAMP. THE ATHEIANS IS 
THE ONLY WAY 
TO SURVIVE. 


THE RooT CELLAR 


THEY’LL DO 
WHATEVER YOU 
SAY, LUCIUS, 

BUT THE STICK-EATERS 
ARE WATCHING OUR 
EVERY MOVE. 
THEY’RE STARTING 
TO TREAT US 
LIKE PRISONERS. 


STUPID 
HOLY MEN. 
CAN’T SEE 
PAST THEIR 

OWN 

HOOPS. 


LISTEN... 


THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
I HAVE TO 
ASK YOU 
ABOUT... 


ON THE EVE OF THE BATTLE, 
THE HEADMASTER STARTED GRILLING 
ME ABOUT YOUR PAST... 

SAIP YOU WERE SOME KIND OF 
SOLDIER. 


JON OAKS - ~- 2’M SORRY, LUCIUS, I KNOW HE 
WAS LIKE A SON TO YOU, MAY HE REST 
IN PEACE - - BUT HE SAID HE SAW THE 
LEADER OF THE RAT CREATURES, 
AN? IT WAS 
ROSE aire SISTER, 


.-- AN’ yOu 
WERE IN HER 
ARMS. 


THEY SAY 
THEY WANT TO 
PRESERVE THE VENI-YAN 
WAY OF LIFE. 


FOR WHO? 


WE’LL ALL 
BE DEAD WHEN 
THE LOCUST 
GETS HERE. 


WHAT’S 
STOPPIN’ 
YOU? 


FIRST HE QUESTIONED 
YOUR LOYALTIES TO 


THE ORDER... THEN HE 


SUGGESTED YOU WERE 
INDISCREET WHEN IT CAME 
TO THE ROYAL SISTERS. 


ANY 
CONNECTION 
BETWEEN THOSE 
TWO STORIES? 
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THE RooT CELLAR 


AND YES, 
YEAH, THERE’S THE HOODED ONE = WAS A PALACE GUARD, 


IS ROSE’S SISTER. 
CONNECTION. BUT Z DIDN’T SPENDING MY DAYS 


WITH TWO OF THE 
KNOW THAT BEFORE 
THE BATTLE. MOST BEWITCHING WOMEN 


ET. Mp =I KNEW 
HENER aM SHOULDN'T 


GET INVOLVED 
WITH THEM ... 


BUT 
BLOODY STARS’ 
YOU’? HAVE TO BE 

A PRIEST TO BE { 
samme AT THAT 


BUT BRIAR SEEME? MORE IN WOMEN’S WAYS, IF 
ROSE WAS GROWN UP - - My YOU KNOW WHAT I MEAN. 
BEAUTIFUL Z 
AND yy 1 
KIND... 
I WAS IN LOVE 
WITH HER. 


Lt 
PICKED THE 
WRONG 
ONE. 


I’M SORRY, 
LUCIUS... 


GET THE 
VILLAGERS 
TOGETHER. 


THE ROOT CELLAR 


I HATE THIS WAR. 


YOU KNOW MY BEST 
FRIEND EUCLID... 
WELL, I HAVEN’T BEEN 
ABLE TO FIND HIM 
SINCE THE VOLCANO 
ERUPTED. 


THE RooT CELLAR 


THE FIRST 
TIME 
I RAN AWAY 
WAS 
WHEN I GOT 
MY TAIL CUT 
OFF. 


REALLY? 
RAT 
CREATURES 
HAVE 
TAILS? 


BECAUSE IF WE PONT, 
THE JEKK WILL COME IN THE 
MIPPLE OF THE NIGHT 
ANP PRAG US 
AWAY BY OUR TAILS’ 


YOU GOTTA BE KIDDING. 
A BUNCH OF MONSTERS 
WHO BELIEVE IN A 
BOOGIE MAN? 
WHAT’S TH’ POINT? 


YES! WE’RE BORN WITH 


LONG, BEAUTIFUL 
HAIRLESS TAILS’ 
BUT ONCE 
A YEAR, ON 


TAIL-CUTTING-OFF DAY, 
ALL THE ONE YEAR OLDS 
GET THEIR TAILS 


WHAT IN 
THE WORLD 
FOR? 


CHOPPEP OFF. 


DON’T LISTEN TO HIM, 
BARTLEBY! I’M 
SCARED OF MONSTERS, 
TOO! SOMETIMES 
I SLEEP 
WITH A LIGHT 
ON. 


WE’RE ALSO 
SUFPOSEP TO 
GET OUR EARS 

CROPPED, BUT I 
RAN AWAY 
BEFORE THEY 
COULP DO 
THAT. 


SO WHAT 

HAPPENED 

WHEN YOU 
WENT BACK? 


THE RoOoT CELLAR 


NOBOPY LIKEP ME, 
THEY SAIP I SPENT 
TOO MUCH TIME 
WITH YOU GUYS, ANP I 
WOULPN’T EAT YOU 
WHEN THE TIME 


THE ONE PLACE IN 
ALL THE VALLEY THAT HASN’T 
SUCCUMBEP TO THE 
GHOST CIRCLES. 


HANG ON, THORN. ,'\ 
WE’RE ALMOST \\ 
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THE RooT CELLAR 


TANEN GARD... 


SACRED BURIAL GROUND ONCE WE PASS THROUGH THAT 


GORGE, I KNOW PEOPLE IN 


OF THE DRAGONS. ATHEIA THAT CAN HELP THORN. 


THEN WHAT 
ARE WE 
WAITING FOR? 
LET’S GO! 


THE RooT CELLAR 


IT’S FORBIDDEN FOR ANYONE 
OTHER THAN A DRAGON 


AFTER WHAT WE’VE TO SET FOOT IN TANEN GARD. 
BEEN THROUGH, WHAT 


COULP IT POSSIBLY 
MATTER IF THERE’S : : \ THE PENALTY FOR 
A CATCH? , \ TRESPASSING 
: WM IS DEATH. 
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PRAYER STONES 


THORN IS REALLY 
SICK, GRAN’MA - - 


THE CITY WALLS... 
ONCE WE REACH 
ATHEIA SHE CAN 

GET HELP. 


Zz 
¥6 
ES 
vz 
6S 
Gy 
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BUT, GRAN’MA, 
I THINK THIS IS 
SERIOUS - - 


PRAYER STONES 


I KNOW SHE HAS A 
PIECE OF THE 
LOCUST 
INSIDE HER - - 
THERE’S A PIECE 

INSIDE ME, TOO, 


OF COURSE THIS IS 
SERIOUS! SHE HAS 
A PIECE OF THE 
LOCUST INSIDE HER’ 


THORN IS A 
VENI-YAN-CARI, 
BONE. 
SHE’S FAR MORE 
SENSITIVE TO EVIL 
THAN YOU OR Tf, 


REMEMBER? 


THAT’S WHY 
I’M WORRIED. .. 
WHEN WE WERE INSIDE 
THE GHOST CIRCLE, 
IT FELT LIKE 
SHE WAS TRYING TO 
TAKE THE PIECE THAT WAS 
INSIDE ME, AND PUT IT 
INSIDE HERSELF! 


WHAT?! DID SHE 
TOUCH IT? 
WHY PIPN’T YOU 
SAY SOMETHING? 


SAYING 
SOMETHING ~ ~ 


WHAT WAS 
THAT, 
THORN? 


DEAR. THE CITY 
OF ATHEIA ISN’T 


SHE KNOWS WHERE FAR NOW. 


ONCE WE CROSS THIS 
GORGE, WE’LL 
BE PAST THE 


WE ARE, . . SHE’S GHOST CIRCLES AND 
SHE’LL BE IN LESS 


DANGER. 


I CAN’T BELIEVE 
WE’RE TRESPASSING ON 
THE SACRED DRAGON 
BURIAL GROUNDS 
LIKE THIS. 
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HOW FAR 
ACROSS 
IS THE 
GORGE? 


HOW DEEP 
IS IT SUPPOSED 
TO BE? 


PRAYER STONES 


NOT FAR. 
L JUST HOPE THE 
LEGENPS ABOUT 
HOW DEEP IT IS 


ARE 
EXAGGERATED. 


PRAYER STONES 


DIDN’T KNOW 
you COULD 
REALLY DO 


ARE YOU SURE ATHEIA IS UNLESS WE CAN PHONEY! 
WE NEED TO ON THE FIND A WAY SMILEY! 
CROSS? OTHER SIDE. OVER, ‘aA COME 
WE’RE TRAPPED. ON’ 


PRAYER STONES 


SHHH/ 
NOT SO LOUD, 
PHONEY/ 
THE DPRAGONS’LL 


YOU REMEMBER WHEN WE 
WERE KIDS, AN’ YOU USEP TO 
MAKE ME STEAL FOOD FOR 
OUR MEALS? 


WHAT’RE WE WERE ORPHANS. YOU WERE 


YOU TALKING 
ABOUT? 


STEAL PIES OFF 
WINPOWSILLS BECAUSE 
I WAS THE TALLEST, 


REMEMBER? I ALWAYS 


YEAH, I ALSO 
REMEMBER THAT ONCE 
I BECAME THE RICHEST 
BONE IN BONEVILLE, YOU 

MAPE ME GO AROUND 
ANP PAY EVERYONE 


WORRIED 
WE’D GET 
CAUGHT! 


ANP I’M 
VERY PROUD 
OF YOU 
FOR THAT, 
PHONEY. . . 


WE HAP TO 
GET OUR MEALS 
SOMEWHERE! 


WHAT’S THE MATTER? 
YOU AFRAID OF GETTING 
CAUGHT IN THE PRAGONS’ 
GRAVEYARD? 
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NEVER WORRIED 
THAT WE’D GET 
CAUGHT, 
REMEMBER 


THAT? 


I FEEL LIKE 
I’M PINCHIN’ 
PIES OFF 
OV’ LADY 
TOHNSON 
BONE’S 
WINPOWSILL/ 


WE 
SHOULON’T 
BE HERE, 
IT’S DIS- 
RESPECT- 


PRAYER STONES 


ALL THAT STUFF 
ABOUT SACREP BURIAL 
GROUNDS IS 


THE DRAGONS HAVE 
BIGGER THINGS TO WORRY 
ABOUT THAN US 
TRESPASSING IN 
THEIR WOOPS/ 


BUT THE 
PENALTY FOR 
TRESPASSING 

HERE 
IS DEATH! 


YEAH, YEAH, BUT 
ATHEIA MIGHT BE OUR 
LAST CHANCE TO 
FIN? GOLP, SO IF THAT 
MEANS WE GOTTA CUT 
THROUGH A GRAVEYARD, 
THEN SO BE IT! 


ALL YOU THINK 
ABOUT? GOLD? 


REMEMBER! 
YOU’LL NEVER GET 
ANYWHERE WITHOUT 

ME! 
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DON’T THINK ABOUT THAT’ 
THINK ABOUT ALL THE NICE 
STUFF YOU’RE GONNA EAT 
ONCE WE GET TO ATHEIA. 
ROAST BEEF, MASHED 
POTATOES... 
ANP A 
SOFT BED... 
WITH CLEAN 
SHEETS... 


OKAY. BUT WHEN THE 
DANGER’S OVER, CAN WE 
GO HOME TO 
BONEVILLE? 


YES, THAT’S ALL 
THINK ABOUT! 
AN? JUST LET 

ME BO TH’ THINKING, 

AN’ WE’LL BOTH BE 

BETTER OFF. 


GIMME A HAND, 
WILL YA? I CAN’T 
REACH. 


PRAYER STONES 


IT’S A BIG ROCK ARCH 
THAT’S REAL SKINNY AT THE 
TOP AND ABOUT A HUNDRED 

YARPS LONG. 


t DO YOU FEEL THAT? 
THE GROUND IS VIBRATING! 


PRAYER STONES 


HOA-~-! I DON’T KNOW, LOOK AT IT’S 
W A BUT IT WAS BIG, BARTLEBY! THE PRAGONS/ 
WHAT TH’ AN’ IT WAS COMIN’ CAN’T YOU SMELL 
OUTTA TH f; THE BRIMSTONE? 
IT 
EVERY WHERE! 


THEIR BURIAL 


WE 
GROUNDS! VOICES DOWN. 


THERE’S THE 
BRIDGE! 
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PRAYER STONES 


GET UP THERE, 
you ak 


fe) 
I’M GONNA 
THROW YOU TO 
THE OTHER 


PRAYER STONES 


PRAYER STONES 


BE CAREFUL, 
YOU GUYS... 


s 
i 
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PRAYER STONES 


HOW? WHAT 
IN FACT, I FEEL HAPPENED? 


REALLY GREAT! 


THORN! 
YOU’RE 
OKAY! 


IT’S THIS PLACE, 


SOMEHOW IT’S 
HEALING YOU. 


PRAYER STONES 


COME, 
WE’RE ALMOST TO THE 
OTHER SIDE! 


THAT’S IT! 


WE MADE IT THROUGH | | BELIEVE IT! | THAT WASN’T 
TANEN GARD! NO ONE HAS | So TOUGH! 


PART WHERE 
FONE BONE 
ALMOST BIT IT. 


WE’RE PAST THE 
GHOST CIRCLES’ 
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PRAYER STONES 


ALL CLEAR. EVEN THAT 2/M SORRY, GRAN’MA. 
MYSTERIOUS SECOND oe OT on “rs Sri 
SYSTEM WE ENCOUNTERED DARK UP THERE. 
SEEMS TO BE 
WEST OF US NOW. 


WHAT ABOUT 
OLD MAN’S 


START MAKING THEIR WAY HERE... 


... IF THEY CAN FIND A WAY 
PAST THE GHOST CIRCLES. 
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PRAYER STONES 


aN 


YOU’RE THROUGH 
7 GININ’ ORDERS AROUND 
DON’T HERE, STICK-EATER/ YEAH!’ WE 


COME ANY WANT LUCIUS 
CLOSER! OUT OF THAT 


DLL CALL THE L/D STAND YOU'RE MAKING SAVE IT FOR THE 


A MISTAKE, LUCIUS. BROTHERHOOD. 
HEADMASTER were YOU, IT’S DANGEROUS 


SONNY BOY. OUT THERE! 


TAKE HIS 


EVERYBODY GOO? 
TO GO, WENDELL? 


WOMEN ANP? CHILDREN GONNA HAVE 
ARE WAITING AT YOU GONNA BE OKAY 


TO BE. 
THE CREEK. ON THAT LEG? me 


PRAYER STONES 


ALL RIGHT, BOYS, LOOK WHAT’S GOING ON HERE, LUCIUS? 
ALIVE. WE’RE GOIN’ OUT THE I GAVE ORDERS FOR YOU TO 
FRONT POOR. STAY IN YOUR CELL. 


WE’RE LEAVING. WE’RE NOT ASKING YOU TO WHERE WOULD YOU GO? THE 
GO WITH US, BUT WE’RE LEAVING. VALLEY HAS BEEN DESTROYED. 
OUT THERE IS DEATH... 


HERE ~ - ONLY HERE HAS ANYTHING 
SURVIVED. WE HAVE FOOD 
AN? SUPPLIES. 


GATHER UP YOUR 
SUPPLIES AND COME WITH US/ 
WE’LL GO SOUTH TO THIS IS THE END OF THE 
THE OLD KINGPOM. WORLD AND WE ARE 
THERE MUST BE OTHER DISCIPLES OF VENU. 
SURVIVORS! IT IS OUR DUTY TO PROTECT 
— THE Ee WAY OF 
, 
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PRAYER STONES 


ARE YOU BLIND? WHY PON’T YOU TAKE 
WE’RE GONNA DIE HERE! OFF YOUR HOOPS AND SEE?’ 


» Wa \l 
WHO CARES ABOUT PROTECTING 


YOUR SECRET BROTHERHOOD? WE’VE 
GOT WIVES AND CHILDREN! 


IS THAT WHAT YOU WANT TO DO, 
HEADMASTER? PROTECT A SECRET 
BROTHERHOOD? 

AT THIS POINT, I HAVE TO ASK - - 


WHO 
ARE YOU 
PROTECTING 


" WELL? WHAT’RE YOU GONNA 90? 
WE’RE IN A BIT OF A HURRY. 


THE WORLD 
IS 


ENDING, 
REMEMBER? 
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PRAYER STONES 


GATHER THE SUPPLIES. 
WE WILL GO TO THE 
OLD KINGDOM 
TOGETHER. 


PRAYER STONES 


PRAYER STONES 


CLIMBING?/ 
AT LEAST THE 
GHOST CIRCLES 
WERE FLAT! 


WE CAN GET A GOOD 
VIEW FROM UP HERE... 


ANP I WANT TO 
TAKE A LOOK AT 
THE ROAD THAT LEADS 
TO ATHEIA. 


WHAT FOR? 


ON THE STONE IS A 
WHAT ARE PRAYER ASKING THE DRAGONS 
PRAYER FOR BALANCE BETWEEN THE 

STONES? WORLD ANP THE DREAMING. 


HEY-- ARE THOSE 
GRAVE STONES? 
LI THOUGHT WE 

WERE OUT OF 
THE SACRED 
BURIAL GROUND. 
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WE ARE. 
THOSE ARE 
PRAYER STONES 
PUT HERE BY 
THE PEOPLE OF 
ATHEIA. 


. -- BUT AROUND THE NECK 
OF EVERY ATHEIAN, IN A SMALL 
POUCH, IS A SMALLER, 
PERSONAL PRAYER. 


THE ONE YOU HAVE ON, THORN - - 
THAT BELONGEP TO YOUR MOTHER, 
YOU WERE NEVER GIVEN ONE OF 
YOUR OWN BECAUSE UP NORTH 
THEY DON’T BELIEVE 

IN DRAGONS. 


..- AND BURYING IT 
IN THE GROUND DELIVERS 
IT STRAIGHT TO THE 
DRAGONS 
THEMSELVES. 


PRAYER STONES 


BUT DOWN HERE, THE DRAGONS 
ARE TREATED AS REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE DREAMING. 


CARVING 
THE PRAYER IN 

STONE GIVES IT 
STRENGTH AND 

\. PERMANENCE. .. 


YOU’RE GONNA LI FIGURE ONE 


LEAVE YOUR /\_ MORE GOOD PRAYER 
STONE BEHIND - - ; OUGHT TO BE 


IN THE DIRT? ; ENOUGH FOR ME. 


Vir, 


LET’S GET OUR 
BEARINGS, SHALL WE? 
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THAT’S THE PATH WE JUST 
CAME DOWN FROM THE 
BURIAL GROUND. 


PRAYER STONES 


TO THE SOUTH OF US LIES 
THE OLD PAWA-ATHEIA ROAD. 
THE CITY OF PAWA 
IS IN THE 


TANEN GARD IS PART OF THE SAME FOOTHILLS OF THE 
RIVER AND GORGE SYSTEM EASTERN MOUTAINS. 


AS 


OLD MAN’S CAVE. 


THE RIVER RUNS ALL THE 
WAY UP THROUGH THE 
VALLEY BACK TO BARRELHAVEN. 


THE BRIDGE |S OUT. 
THE ROAD IS 
ABANDONED. 


THE PAWANIANS THIS IS THE DIRECTION 
HAVE GONE OVER WE NEED TO GO. 
TO THE LOCUST. _ 

TRADE BETWEEN THE 
TWO ANCIENT CITIES 
HAS CEASED. 


TWO DAYS WALK WILL 
BRING US TO WITHIN SIGHT 
OF ATHEIA’S GATES. 


HMMM. THE GHOST CIRCLES WILL SLOW 
THE RAT CREATURES DOWN, BUT THAT’S 
STILL TWO DAYS OUT IN THE OPEN. 
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PRAYER STONES 


IT’S RISKY, BUT IT’S OUR BEST 
HOPE OF FINDING SANCTUARY 
AN? MOUNTING A DEFENSE. 


THE ROAD SEEMS DESERTED. 


UNTIL WE FIN? THAT 
SOURCE, THERE’S UNKNOWN 
THE SOUTHERN DANGER EVEN HERE IN THE 
GHOST CIRCLES. OLD KINGDOM. 


JUST A LITTLE 
FARTHER, EVERYONE. 
WE’RE ALMOST 
THERE. 


YOU’RE A FUNNY EGG, 
YOU KNOW THAT? 


STREETS ARE 
PAVED WITH 
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PRAYER STONES 


I’M A 
FUNNY EGG? 
YOU’RE A 
FUNNY EGG 


NO, I’M NOT! 


WHAT AM Z, 
BARTLEBY? 


YOU’RE 
ACES, 
SMILEY? 
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Prologue 
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PROLOGUE: LUCIUS 


HE’S TALKING 
TO THE BUG 


WE HAVE NO 
CHOICE BUT 
TO WAIT. 


THE BUG 
IS THE ONLY 
ONE WHO 


CAN SEE A PATH 
THROUGH 
THE GHOST 
CIRCLES. 


EXHAUSTED. UNDERSTANDABLE. VY OUR SUPPLIES 
EVERYONE A BIT FRIGHTENED [RRS MAYBE WE SHOULD ARE LIMITED, 
HOLDING Y THE BREAK OUT TINSMITH. 
uP? DISCOVERY THE WATER I URGE 
OF THE WE WAIT UNTIL 
TRACKS... NIGHTFALL. 


PROLOGUE 


WE HAVE ENOUGH 
PROVISIONS 
FOR A ONE-WAY 

JOURNEY. 


WHAT BO YOU 
PROPOSE WE DO... 


WHY WAIT? WE 
HAVE MORE THAN 
ENOUGH WATER 
TO REACH 
ATHEIA. 


: Lucius 


.--IF ATHEIA DION’T 
SURVIVE THE 
EXPLOSION? 


LUCIUS THINKS IT DID. 


ANP AS LONG AS I’VE 
KNOWN HIM, HE’S ALWAYS 
BEEN RIGHT. 


BUT THE 
VILLAGERS BO. 
L’LL REMIND 
you THAT 
LUCIUS DOWN 
IS A PERSONAL 
FRIEND OF 


BACK WHEN HE WAS 


E KNOW THERE WAS TROUBLE 


THE GUARD. SOMETHING ABOUT 
A ROMP WITH THE ROYAL 
SISTERS. BUT OUT HERE, 

WE DON’T CARE. 


THE SOLDIERS 
DON’T TRUST 
HIM. 


IL WAS WITH 
CAPTAIN DOWN 
THAT NIGHT 
FIFTY YEARS 
AGO, 

AND I SAW 
WHAT 
HE DID. 


I’M NOT 
TALKING 
ABOUT A 
ROYAL 
SCANDAL. 


CAPTAIN OF 


PROLOGUE: LUCIUS 


HE MARCHED OUR ARMY YOU WERE 
STRAIGHT INTO A AMBUSHED, 
RAT CREATURE TRAP. THE SO WHAT? 
BLOOPDBATH THAT FOLLOWED 
WAS THE BEGINNING OF THE 
GREAT WAR ITSELF. 


Va 

WHY WOULD HE DO IT? 
LUCIUS DOESN’T 

LIKE RAT CREATURES. 
HE FIGHTS THEM! 


aay} YEARS 


ATER, 
WHERE’S YOUR 
PROOF?! 


HE WAS THE ONLY 
ONE WHO KNEW OUR 
ROUTE THAT NIGHT. 


A YOUNG FARMER 
NAMED 
TONATHAN OAKS 


HAS GIVEN US 
OUR PROOF. 


THE RAT CREATURES COULD 
NOT HAVE AMBUSHED US 
WITHOUT INSIDE KNOWLEDGE 
OF OUR ROUTE. 


PROLOGUE: LUCIUS 


JUST 
EIGHT DAYS AGO, -- DOING NOTHING 
YOUNG JONATHAN WHILE OUR TROOPS 

WITNESSED LUCIUS IN WERE ATTACKED BY 
THE ARMS OF OUR RAT CREATURES. 

ENEMY, THE 
HOODED ONE - - 


LI BELIEVE 
JONATHAN TOLD YES. AN? LUCIUS 
YOU THE SAME STORY HIMSELF TOLD ME 
HE TOLD US. THAT THE HOODED ONE 
IS ACTUALLY 

PRINCESS BRIAR - - 

ONE OF THE TWO 

ROYAL SISTERS. 


WHICH BRINGS 
uS 


TO THE 
DISCOVERY 
OF THE 
TRACKS... 


PROLOGUE: LUCIUS 


RAT CREATURE IT APPEARS THAT 
CAPTAIN POWN ANP? HIS BUG 
HAVE BROUGHT US 
RIGHT TO OUR 
ENEMY. 


FINDING THESE GATHER YOUR PEOPLE, BOTH OF 
oar ees Whe YOU. WE NEED TO HURRY BEFORE 
A STROKE THE WIND COVERS 
: UP THESE FOOTPRINTS. 


YOU EXPECT US \ Z 
TO FOLLOW THESE DEAD SERIOUS. 


GHOST CIRCLES KILL 
TRACKS? YOU’RE RAT CREATURES, 


NOT 


SERIOUS. Toes 


WHEREVER 
THEY 
CAN WALK, 
. WE CAN 

WALK. 


PROLOGUE: LucIUS 


YOU HAVE NO RIGHT 
TO PUT THESE PEOPLE AT 
RISK. WE’LL CUT OUR 
TRAVEL TIME TO 
ATHEIA IN HALF. 


you aan ai hed WITHOUT THE BUG, 


THERE ARE ONLY 
ON AHEAD. TWO CHOICES... 


FOLLOW 
THESE TRACKS - - 
OR 


STUMBLE THROUGH 
( THE GHOST CIRCLES ) 4 
\ ON YOUR OWN. _/ 


PROLOGUE: LUCIUS 


PROLOGUE: LUCIUS 


THE GATE OF ATHEIA 


IT’S LIKE A 
REFUGEE CAMP- - 
ANP IF ALL THESE 

FOLKS WANT TO GET 
INSIDE THE CITY, 
IT’S NOT GOING TO 
MAKE IT ANY 
EASIER FOR US’ 


EVEN THOUGH 
ONE WORD FROM 
EITHER OF YOU 


» THEIR HEADS 
WOULD SPIN! 


WE’LL GET IN. 
GRAN’MA BEN IS 
TRYING TO FIND 

\ SOMEONE TO 
S SMUGGLE 
US IN. 
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THE GHOST 
CIRCLES 
HAVE FORCED 
ENERY LIVING 
CREATURE 
OF THE VALLEY 
INTO 
THIS 
ONE TINY 
PLACE’ 


NO ONE KNOWS 
WHO WE ARE, 
AND UNTIL WE SEE 
dy) THE SITUATION 
INSIDE THE CITY, 
IT’S BEST TO 
KEEP IT THAT 


THE GATE OF ATHEIA 


RIGHT! BACK TO SPEAKING OF {YOU LIKE IT? 
TH’ PLAN’ WE STILL WHICH ... 
HAVE TO FIND? WHERE DID YOU 
HATS AND CLOTHES GET THAT 
TO TAKE BACK TO HAT? 
E 


I GOT IT FROM 
THAT GUY. 


YOU KNOW, FONE BONE, 
THE MORE I LOOK AROUND, 
THE LESS WORRIED I AM 
THAT WE’LL STICK OUT 


THE GATE OF ATHEIA 


THE GATE OF ATHEIA 


IT C’MON, 
COULD? THORN. 
BE WORSE. LET’S FIN? 
THERE COULD YOUR 
BE RAT GRAN’MA. 
CREATURES 
HERE, 


WELL, WITHOUT THE STARS - - 
--- IT LOOKS LIKE GRAN’MA BEN! | BUT YOUNG, AND WITH 


THE WAY SHE APPEARS IN 
MY DREAMS! THAT SAME CROWN. 


LET’S TAKE 
A CLOSER 


REMARKABLE. THIS ITIS 
LOOKS JUST LIKE NOT SO 
MY DREAM. REMARKABLE. 


THIS IS VEN, 
THE QUEEN ~< MY PRAYER 
‘ STONES ARE 
OF THE 
HIGHEST 
\ QUALITY. 
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THE GATE OF ATHEIA 


A SMALL OFFERING.  tuey are \( TELL ME, SISTER, 


ONLY AS MUCH AS ARE YOU A 
YOU FEEL MOVED BET NORTHERNER? 
TO MAKE. ( 


I HAVE MANY 
BEAUTIFUL STONES. 
HERE! SEE FOR 
YOURSELF! 


VERY HIGH 
QUALITY. 


I CAN TELL \{ EXCUSE ME. THIS IS MIM, THE FIRST DRAGON. 
By YOUR YOU SEE HER LONG BODY? SHE HOLDS 
ACCENT. WHO’S ON SHER TAIL IN HER MOUTH AND 

= THIS DI GINES LiFe TO THE WORLD. 
SHRINE? cs 7 a 


VY sHeIs THe 
HSieKeO Mae = Toioe oe (CREATOR ANP 


BUT IN HER DARK DEATH: THE THE 
ASPECT. LORE OF THE > a= DESTROYER. .. 


LOCUSTS. —T// YOU CANNOT HAVE 

LIFE WITHOUT DEATH. 
\ THE TWO ARE ALWAYS 
>ay TOGETHER. 


~~ 


THE 
PRAYER ON 
THE STONE 
SEEKS A 
BALANCE 
BETWEEN 
THEM. 


17 


THE GATE OF ATHEIA 


THERE IS AN WHAT 
AIR OF BALANCE MIRACLE HAS ALLOWED 
ABOUT YOU, ? A. yOU TO PASS THROUGH 
NORTHERN SISTER. THE GHOST CIRCLES THAT 
L SURROUND OUR CITY? 
TELL ME, 3 HOW HAVE YOU REACHED US IN 
WHY HAVE I NOT SEEN OR Fae TOF Te 
YOUR FACE HERE VAeY 
BEFORE TODAY? 4 


GIVE ME YOUR HAND. 


THE GATE OF ATHEIA 


Wine ce ENE A PRAYER STONE - - 


Oh, No/ PHONEY BONE WHERE DIP 

AND SMILEY? THEY WERE THEY GET 
SUPPOSED TO WAIT FOR US THAT OX 

ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF CART? 


I’M TELLIN’ YOU, BUT I WANT TO Buy IT! WE LIKE THE SMELL OF IT, 
YOU CAN’T HAVE WHY PID YOU BRING RIGHT, PHONEY? 
ANY HAY/ YOUR HAY TO MARKET 
IF YOU DON’T 
WANT TO SELL IT? 


YEAH, THAT’S RIGHT. 

WE LOVE THE MUSTY SMELL 
OF MILDEWED STRAW. 
WE LIKE TO KEEP IT 
NEAR US... 

NOW SHOVE OFF! 
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THE GATE OF ATHEIA 


WAIT ~~? Z | HEY, PHONEY! LOOK’ 
JUST OUT OF a IT’S FONE BONE AND THORN! 
CURIOSITY- - ; 
WOULP YOU HAVE ; 
USED GOLD TO 
PAY FOR IT? 


WHAT ARE 
yOu GUYS 
DOING 
HERE? 


WE WERE WHERE’D ON THE SIDE WHEN GRAN’MA 
ONLY you OF THE ROAD. FINOS OUT, SHE’S 
GUYS FIN? IT WAS 

ABANDONED! 


WHAT’S INSIDE THE 
HAY, BOYS? 
AND IT 
BETTER NOT BE 
WHAT I THINK 
IT Is. 
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THE GATE OF ATHEIA 


I GOT NOTHIN’ TO DO 
WITH THIS. 


Pa 
DO YOU HAVE THAT WE COULDN’T 
BABY RAT CREATURE LEAVE HIM ALL ALONE, 
GRAN’MA. HE’ 


HIDDEN UNDER 
ERE? ONLY ONE AN’ A 
HALF YEARS OLD! 


I CAN'T POTHAT, \ / THIS ISN’T A 
GRAN’MA. BARTLEBY REQUEST - - 
DEPENDS ON ME! I 

HAVE TO TAKE 
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THE GATE OF ATHEIA 


I’M SORRY, FONE BONE, PARDON \\” = HEAR YOU 


BUT IT WOULDN’T BE RIGHT. 
BARTLEBY SAVED OUR LIVES! 
IT JUST WOULDN’T 
BE RIGHT. 


THE GHOST CIRCLES 
AN? THE CROWPS ARE 
MAKING THE CITY LEADERS 
NERVOUS. VERY FEW 
OUTSIDERS ARE ALLOWED 
THROUGH THE GATES. 


FIVE PLUS A 
HAY CART. 


22 


WANT TO BUY 
A COYOTE? 


CAN YOU GET US INSIDE 
THE CITY- - PAST THE 
GUARDS, WITHOUT ANY 

QUESTIONS? 


A HAY CART WILL NOT 
BE SO EASY. 


DO YOU KNOW ANYONE 
ON THE INSIDE? 
PERHAPS THAT WILL 
HELP... 


THE GATE OF ATHEIA 


O, BUT I HA MUCH HAS CHANGED EXCUSE ME, MISS. 


ID VE 
HAD NO CONTACT WITH a MAY I SEE THAT? 
ANYONE INSIDE THE EAR a 
CITY FOR NEARLY 
A YEAR. 
vi 
é { ‘ \ 


WHERE DID YOU FROM THE LITTLE GIRL 
GET THIS STONE? ONER BY THE SHRINES. 


THAT IS TANEAL. 
SHE IS MY SISTER. 


AND? SHE IS 
A VERY GOOD 
JUDGE OF 
CHARACTER. 
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THE GATE OF ATHEIA 


HOO BOY! 
HERE WE 
ld 


, / vt . & 
if Ny . \ , . sf 
Apa gh WN 


aN 


PHONEY THINKS SEEMS LIKE AN ANCIENT KINGPOMS 
THE STREETS IMPRACTICAL ARE LOADED 
WILL BE BUILDING WITH GOLD. 
PAVED WITH MATERIAL TO EVERYBODY 
GOLD. ME. KNOWS THAT. 
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AN? GOLD COINS’ 
THEY ALWAYS 
HAVE GOLD COINS 
WITH THE KING’S 
HEAD STAMPED 
ON THEM’ 


BUT THEY DON’T 
HAVE A KING - - 
OR A QUEEN, 

REMEMBER? 
THORN AN’ GRAN’MA 
ARE WITH US! 


I HAVE TAKEN CARE 
OF IT. WHEN WE REACH 
THE STABLES WE CAN 

DISCUSS MY FEE. 


THE GATE OF ATHEIA 


Y THE GUARD IS ; 
WAVING US 
THROUGH - - 
WN ( oKay, guys, THis 


WO, sity rar city, 
Dp HERE We COME? 


SHUT UP, 
YOU LUNKHEAD, 
YOU WANT TO 

GINE US 

AWAY?/ 


(( 
Cae 
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THE GATE OF ATHEIA 


2 sniff! sniff! pee yews 
I THINK TH’ STREETS 
ARE PAVED WITH 
SEWAGE! 


HMM. LI PON’T 
SEEM TO SEE 
ANY GOLD 
PAVEMENT. 


DEAR, MAY I SEE THE 
STONE THAT TANEAL GAVE 
TOY 


THE TINGLE IN 
MY SCALP CAN 
ONLY MEAN ONE 


THERE’S 
TREASURE 
HERE OR MY 
NAME’S NOT 
PHONCIBLE 
P. BONE! 


MM. IT’S COVERED 
IN SECRET WRITING. 


A SECRET PRAYER STONE? 
STRANGE. WHAT DOES 
THAT MEAN? 


I PON’T KNOW, BUT 
I HAVE AN OLP FRIEN? WHO 
RUNS A SMALL ROOFTOP KITCHEN 
WHO MIGHT BE ABLE 
TO TELL US. 


THE GATE OF ATHEIA 


FONE BONE, PO YOU THINK 
BARTLEBY IS OKAY IN THE STABLE? 
NO ONE WILL FIND HIM, 

WILL THEY? 


WATCH YOUR STEP. 


HE HAS WATER ANP FOOD, 
AN? WE LOCKED THE DOOR. AS 
LONG AS HE DOESN’T MAKE 
ANY NOISE, HE’LL BE FINE. 


THAN IT DID 
ON THE 
STREET! 


FOOP IS WHAT 
YOU NEED AFTER A 
LONG JOURNEY. 


IT IS GOOD! 


NOW EAT IT ALL - - 
EVERY DROP... 


THE GATE OF ATHEIA 


IF YOU DON’T 
EAT EVERY DROP, 
HOW CAN I FORETELL 
YOUR BOOM? 


MAKE 
ALL 
GONE, LIKE 
GOOp 
UTTLE 
CHILDREN! 


-.- FATE HAS DECREED 
THAT THESE ARE THE 
ENP TIMES ANP YOU 
MUST SUFFER. 


THE COLD SPOT 


A 
DARKNESS 


DANGER 
BESETS US 
FROM 
WITHOUT 
AND 
WITHIN. 


FATE HAS 
DECREED 
THAT THIS IS 
YOUR 


THE COLD SPOT 


YOU LAUGH AT 
FATE, YOU MISERABLE 
LITTLE CREATURE? 


NOBODY ROLLS THE DICE 
FOR ME, PAL. THE ONLY DANGER 
WITHIN US IS THIS SLOP 
YOU’RE DISHIN’ OUT! 


APPARENTLY THE WISE THIS SLOP, YOU IMP, 


PHONCIBLE, THIS MAN IS 
MY_ TEACHER’ HE IS RESPECTED 
BY THE WISE AS A GREAT 
DREAMING MASTER’ 


WE HAVE SEEN A GREAT DISASTER 
IN THE NORTH. ASH FALLS FROM 
THE SKY, AND THE VALLEY IS 
FILLING WITH GHOSTLY POCKETS 
OF CRUELTY AND SORROW... 


DON’T KNOW ABOUT 
REFRIGERATION. 
YOU TRYIN’ TO 

GIVE US 
FOOD POISONING, 
OLD MAN? 


IS A TRADITIONAL 
PAWANIAN DISH - - 


JUST TO CURDLE! 


..- ZL HAVE COME TO 
SEEK YOUR COUNCIL AND 
TO LEARN THE STATE OF 

AFFAIRS WITHIN THE WALLS 

OF OUR GREAT CITY. 


THE PEOPLE 
ARE FRIGHTENED. 


THE GHOST CIRCLES THAT 
SURROUND US 
FORETELL THE COMING OF 
THE bLOcusT. 
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IT TAKES FOURTEEN PAYS 


THE COLD SPOT 


ISN’T THERE YOU WERE NEVER THE 
ANYTHING IN MOST ATTENTIVE PUPIL, 
OUR LORE YOUR MAJESTY. 
THAT MIGHT YOU PREFERRED THE 
TELL US HOW STABLES TO YOUR 
TO ESCAPE LESSONS. YOU HAD A 
OUR POOM? PARTICULAR FONDNESS 
» FOR COWS, AS TI 
RECALL. 


I SHOULD THE INNER COUNCIL THAT 
NEVER HAVE WATCHED OVER THE CITY 
LEFT. HAS BEEN DISSOLVED. 


T’LL TAKE THAT 
AS A NO. WHEN MY NATIVE 


PAWA DECLARED 


YOUR KITCHEN ITSELF FOR THE 
LOOKS NEGLECTED, LOCUST, 


OLD FRIEND. 
HAS SOMETHING sad rare at 7 
HAPPENED? 


OF FAVOR. 


MUCH HAS 
CHANGED. . 


THE ORDER OF THE 
DREAMING EYE. 
THEY ACCEPT AS TRUTH ONLY 


THEY HAVE BEEN REPLACED 
BY DISCIPLES OF VENU WHO 
CALL THEMSELVES THE 
VEpu. 


THE TEACHINGS OF VEN, 
THE HUMAN QUEEN. 


THEY HAVE OUTLAWED 
ALL DRAGON LORE. 


WHAT? HOW CAN THEY 
SEPARATE VEN FROM THE 
DRAGONS? 

VEN WAS TAUGHT BY 
THE DRAGONS’ 


BE CAREFUL, 

YOUR HIGHNESS. SUCH HOW 217 

WORDS WILL GET YOU aera 

ARRESTED OR WORSE! 

THE VEDU 
BELIEVE THE 
DRAGONS ARE ANIMALS, 
AND ARE IMPURE. 


I’M 
VERY 
SORRY, 
YOUR 
MATESTY. 
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THE COLD SPOT 


NO, MASTER, IT IS YOU THORN, PLEASE 
WHO MUST FORGIVE US. BRING OUT 
I SWEAR TO YOU THAT THE PRAYER STONE 
I WILL NOT LEAVE YOU YOU RECEIVED 
ALONE AGAIN. AT THE SHRINE. 


THAT’S STRANGE! 
I WALKED THROUGH 
A COLD SPOT. 


YES... THIS IS ONE OF OURS. 
IT IS A SECRET TALISMAN 
FOR THOSE OF US WHO 
RESIST THE VEDU. 


HOW INTERESTING THAT IT 

SHOULD COME INTO YOUR 
GRANDPPAUGHTER’S 
POSSESSION. 


IT SAYS: 
MOONWORT. 


; IN TIMES OF 
ace DARKNESS, HER 
. THOUGHTS 
WERE ALWAYS FOR HER 
PEOPLE FIRST- - 


NE! 
OEE I 
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THE COLD SPOT 


IT’S BRIAR! 
SHE’S HERE! 


YOUR WILL IS NO LONGER YOUR 
OWN, PRINCESS .... 
THE LOCUST SUMMONS YOU. 


\ ZN SHE’S WALKING 
SHADOW! J A ; (au TOWARD US - - 
wT y: IN A TRANCE! 
COLD SPOT 
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THE COLD SPOT 


COME, PRINCESS, 


LET ALL YOUR TROUBLES MELT AWAY... 


STOP HER’ 1% ERNH! SHE’S COLD Jf AND SHE’S 
AND HAR 


DON’T LET DAS STILL 
HER REACH THE STONE! WALKING! 
COLD SPOT! 
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THE COLD SPOT 


SINILEY 2” 


COME AROUND 
TO THIS SIDE 
AN? PUSH? 
WE’RE ALMOST 


TO THE 
SHADOW 


YES ... ALMOST THERE ~-- 


I MUST SEEK THE 
CROWN OF HORNS. 


272 THE 
CROWN OF HORNS. 
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THE COLD SPOT 


THIS IS YOUR LAST CHANCE, GIRL’ 
THE GHOST CIRCLES ARE TIPPING THE BALANCE 
WITHOUT YOU. TAKE MY HAND! 


o--+ THE 
CROWN OF HORNS. 


YOU WILL REGRET THIS’ YOU WILL 
BRING DESTRUCTION ON 
EVERYTHING YOU 
HOLD DEAR! 


RRRRRRIA- AS 
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THE COLD SPOT 


FuORN! ARE YOU 


ALL RIGHT? 


HAS THIS T’/VE NEVER WITNESSED ANYTHING 
HAPPENED LIKE IT. THE LOCUST JUST ATTEMPTED 
TO STEAL YOUR GRANDDAUGHTER ~ - RIGHT IN 
FRONT OF US! 


IN THE HEART OF THE SACRED CITY! 


ISN’T THIS WHAT DO NOT LEAVE Y I WON’T. AND IT MIGHT 
wT IS A WE WERE WORRIED HER ALONE FOR ) BE BEST IF YOU CALLED 
Ass ABOUT? EVEN TOGETHER ANY MEMBERS 
AN INSTANT. OF THE INNER COUNCIL 
WHO ARE STILL 


I’M TAKING HER 
BACK TO THE 
ROOM. 


IT WILL 
BE 
DONE. 
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JUST A MOMENT, 
YOUNG FELLOW. 
TELL ME EXACTLY 
WHAT YOU 


I’LL SEND A 
MESSENGER 
AS SOON AS 
THE INNER COUNCIL 
IS ASSEMBLED. 


THE COLD SPOT 


I THINK IT 
WOULD BE BEST 
IF YOU 
TRY TO KEEP 
HER AWAKE. 
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you SAW 
A 


BLURRY 
SHADOW. 


I WAS 
TOO BUSY 
SAVING THE 
PRINCESS 
TO REALLY 
LOOK, 
NOW 
WASN’T £7 


YES, THANK YOU. 
GOOD NIGHT, 
TEACHER. 


THE COLD SPOT 


THE COLD SPOT 


BO YOU 
HEAR ME, MASTER 


BRIAR... 


WE ARE GROWING STRONGER... 


O, GREAT LOCUST... 


YES, LORP, YOUR PLANS +++ THE GHOST CIRCLES ARE CAUSING 


ARE BEARING FRUIT. . - TERROR THROUGHOUT THE LAND... 
SOON YOU WILL BE STRONG ENOUGH 
TO FREE YOURSELF WITHOUT 


THE HELP OF THE LIVING PRINCESS ... 


THE COLD SPOT 


THE 
SHE IS NOT WITH YOU.... 
VENI-YAN-CARI «++ | DOES SHE STILL OPPOSE US? 


MORE THAN YOU KNOW, MY MASTER, HOW CAN 
THS 


FOR I HAVE SEEN WITHIN HER HEART 
BE? 


THE NAME OF THE OBJECT YOU FEAR MOST... 


«++ THE CROWN OF HORNS... 


SHE HAS PEEREP WITHIN A GHOST CIRCLE 
AND THE NAME WAS PELIVERED TO HER BY 
HER DEAD MOTHER ... 


YOU WILL PREVENT 
HER FROM LEARNING 
ITS MEANING, NOR DOES SHE KNOW ITS THE SECRET. 


SECRET LOCATION 


HOWENER, SHE DOES NOT GRASP 


THE COLD SPOT 


OF COURSE... MY RAT CREATURES ARE NEARING TANEN GARP 
WHERE THEY WILL JOIN FORCES WITH THE ARMY OF PAWA. 
TOGETHER OUR ARMIES WILL LAUNCH A DEVASTATING 
ATTACK ON THE OLP KINGPOM. 


WE WILL CRUSH THE CITY, KILL THE PRINCESS, 
AN? CREATE SUCH TERROR AS 


TO FREE YOU OF THE STONE FOREVER. Se oe 


THIS PLAN PLEASES US, 


THE COLD SPOT 


MASTER... 


THE PAWAN 
GENERALS HAVE 


ARRIVED. 
Re 


~~ 
(a= 


AON me 
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THE COLD SPOT 


AT LAST 


WE MEET, 


GENERAL. 


OUR TWO ARMIES 
HAVE ENDURED MUCH 
HARPSHIP 
SO THAT WE MIGHT 
COME TOGETHER HERE IN THE 
FOOTHILLS OF 
TANEN GARP.... 


..- PLEASE... 
» +. COME IN. 
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THE COLD SPOT 


I REGRET I HAVE NO 
LUXURIES TO OFFER YOU.... 
«+»NO CUSHIONS TO SIT UPON... 
--- IT IS MY BELIEF... THAT 
.+-NO WINE TO DRINK... 
MATERIAL NEEDS ARE A SIGN 


OF WEAKNESS. 


WE CONTROL 
ALL THE SUPPLY 
ROUTES. 


BUT SOMETHING |S 
ERERIES se » TROUBLING US... 
HAS THE CITY BEEN... iy 


ISOLATED? 


SO TELL ME, 


DO NOT CONCERN - -VERY OLD 


YOURSELF. AND IMPORTANT BY JOINING OUR ARMIES 
ALLIES OF BETWEEN THEM, 
TANEN GARD THE ATHEIANS. WE HAVE CUT OFF ANY ASSISTANCE 
THE CITY MAY HAVE HOPED FOR 
FROM THAT QUARTER. 


BELONGS TO THE 
DRAGONS - - 
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AS WE MARCHED 
OUR ARMY HERE TO 
TANEN GARD, WE 
NOTICED A NEW 
PLAGUE COVERS 
THE LAND ~- - 
EVIL RINGS OF DEATH 
THAT OUR 
HOLY MEN CALL 
GHOST CIRCLES. 


WITHOUT THE 
DRAGONS 
THE ATHEIANS 
ARE 


NOTHING. 
WE WILL CRUSH 
THEM. 


MY LORD, 
ABOUT THE 
PLAGUE - - 


THE COLD SPOT 


I AM CONDUCTING 
THIS WAR, GENERAL... . 


YOU SHOULP PREPARE YOUR SOLDIERS. WE WILL LEAVE 
A BATTALION HERE AT TANEN GARD.... 
OUR MAIN FORCE LEAVES IMMEDIATELY 
FOR ATHEIA. 


YOU ARE DISMISSED. 


( 


y 0% Vy 
y, X A U 
MOV 


AND YET, - 
WE DO NOT \ ff ABANDON THEM 
SEE THEM | IN THE 
HERE |) GHOST 
| CIRCLES? 


WE SENT MANY OF 
OUR BRAVEST WARRIORS 
TO AID YOU IN 
YOUR ASSAULT ON 9 
OLD MAN’S CAVE. / WITH YOU. 


46 


THE COLD SPOT 


ene ‘ \ YOUR SOLDIERS FOUGHT 
STICK-EATER? "| a \ Pea =) BRAVELY, GENERAL... 


.-.BUT LZ WAS 
FINISHED? 
WITH THEM. 


A | \ \\\ 
f I \ \ \ \ \ 
My \i 
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REMEMBER 
OUR 
AGREEMENT, 
GENTLEMEN... 


THE PAWA ARMY IS 
MINE TO 
COMMAND? UNTIL WE 
SACK THE CITY. 


WE DIDN’T KNOW 
YOU WOULP DESTROY 
THE VALLEY. 


THE COLD SPOT 


IN RETURN... 
YOUR WARRIORS CAN PLUNDER 
ATHEIA FOR ALL HER 
TREASURE. 


oh , YOU DIDN’T? 
AN? NOW YOU THINK THE TREASURE WON’T BE 
ENOUGH TO COMPENSATE YOU? 
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THE COLD SPOT 


THE COLD SPOT 


CONVICTION .... 


; t oe 
I HAVE WAITED A LONG TIME > WE HAVE NO LOVE OF EN 
i Seana B THE ATHEIANS. THEY ARE RICH, ~ 
FOR MY REVENGE I WILL NOT BE ARROGANT OVERLORDS. | 
STOPPED BY YOUR LACK OF SY 


DO YOUR PEOPLE WANT 
THE ATHEIANS DESTROYED 
OR NOT? 2 


sO 


THE COLD SPOT 


if I SEE... ANP YOU THINK RISE, 
YOU WOULP MAKE BETTER GENERAL. 
RICH, ARROGANT OVERLORDS. ZAM GOING TO GIVE YOU 


A SECOND CHANCE. 


YOU WILL REMAIN MASTER, THE SOLDIERS 7 
H VEST 
HERE TOSCONNANY IN THE WORLD... BUT EVEN GREAT RED DRAGON 


THE BATTALION WE CAN’T FIGHT DPRAGONS. APPEARS? 
WE LEAVE AT 
TANEN GARD. 


NOT TO WORRY, 
GENERAL .... 


I HAVE A 
BACK UP 
PLAN. 


Si 


cal SRUSH <a SeisH 


PALS 


MORNING 
ALREADY... 7 
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HMM? HE’S PROBABLY 
CHECKING ON BARTLEBY. 


L DON’T LIKE THE IDEA OF 
ANY OF US BEING ALONE IN THE 
CITY. HERE, DON’T FORGET 
YOUR DISGUISE. 


IS THAT SO? 
AN? WHAT ARE YOu 
SUPPOSED? TO BE? 

A LAWN GNOME? 


PALS 


GET UP!’ WE HAVE TO 
FIND HIM/ 


MY DISGUISE. .. 

I DON’T SEE HOW 
THIS IS SUPPOSED TO 
MAKE US BLEND IN. 
THIS HAT MAKES ME 
LOOK RIDICULOUS! 
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BARTLEBY? 


HEY, L BROUGHT 
YOU SOME 
BREAKFAST! 


WATCH IT/ YOU’RE 
GETTIN’ TOO BIG WHAT PIP YOU I BROUGHT 
TO LEAN ON ME/ BRIN@ ME? SOME OF IT’S STINKY 
OUR DINNER FROM AN’ GROSS - - 
LAST NIGHT. JUST THE WAY 
YOU LIKE IT’ 


YOU KNOW, BARTLEBY, 
I NEVER HAD A PAL 
LIKE YOU 
BEFORE. 


WHAT’S GOING 
ON HERE? 


THIS Aeris as HIS. 
HAY CART W TOLEN AND 
HE WAN NTs 10 ENTER 
THE CITY TO SEARCH 
FOR IT. 


I WAS TAKIN’ A NAP 
BY THE ROAD WHEN 
TWO LITTLE 
FELLOWS WITH 
HUGE NOSES 
STOLE OFF 
WITH IT! 


GO AWAY, FARMER. 
WE HAVE MORE SERIOUS 
MATTERS AT HAND 
THAN WORRYING ABOUT 
YOUR HAY. 


| 
| 


SS Nal Aid 


A HAY CART WAS ALLOWED? 
TO PASS THE GATES LAST 
EVENING, SIR, BUT AN 
OLD WOMAN AND HER GRAND- 
DAUGHTER WERE 
DRIVING. 


BUT IT’S MY GET ALONG 
WAGON? NOW, OR 
HOW BPO YOU EXPECT L’LL PUT YOUR 
ME TO MAKE MY LEGS IN IRON 
LIVING? FOR YOu. 


PALS 


WHERE ARE YOU 
GOING? THE TO CHECK OUT 
STABLES ARE THE MARKETPLACE. 
BACK THAT SEE WHAT THE 
, LOCALS ARE USING 
FOR CURRENCY. 
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NOBODY ASKED 
YOU TO COME ALONG. 
BUT IF YOU’RE 
GONNA INSIST, JUST TRY 
TO KEEP UP, OKAY? 
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TO BE OR NOT To BEE 


YOU/RE NOT GONNA ¥ 
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TO BE OR NOT To BEE 


PHONEY/ 


THIS ISN’T WORTH 
THE RISK. 
THEY DON’T USE 
MONEY HERE, 


WELL, THE 
TINGLING 


WAIT UP/ 


THERE’S A 
TRANSACTION 
TAKING PLACE 

RIGHT NOW. 


SENSATION IN MY 
SCALP SAYS 


THEY DO! 


ALL I SEE 
IS A BLANKET. 


SHE’LL PAY FOR IT 
WITH AN EGG, JUST 
LIKE EVERYWHERE ELSE 
IN THE VALLEY. 


SHE’S BUYING THE 
BLANKET. SHE HASN’T PAID 
FOR IT YET. 

LET’S JUST WATCH’ 
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TO BE OR NOT To BEE 


DISAPPOINTING. 


v 
t 
< 
py 
‘= 
x 
O 
a 
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TWO-L 


EGS. 


TO BE OR NOT To BEE 


MISS BEE, PLEASE 

TELL YOUR FRIEND 

THAT YOU DON’T AN [WE DON’T KNOW 
KNOW ME. A ¥ 


EACH OTHER. 
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TO BE OR NOT To BEE 
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TO BE OR NOT To BEE 


you 
PROMISED 
NO MORE 
STINGING 
PEOPLE. 


YOU DIP IT! THAT Y ——s«ENIER SINCE 
yOU CHASED THE GHOST CIRCLES 
THE BIG BULLY OFF! TRAPPED HIM 
BLESS yOu, ¥ INSIDE THE CITY, 
BUSINESS IS DOWN. 
FOLKS ARE 
TOO SCARED 
TO SHOP? 


L DON’T THIS EGG IS MY BREAKFAST 
BELIEVE THEY ONLY PAY WITH EGGS 
IT! OUT IN THE STICKS! 


IS IT LISTEN, WE HAVE 
A PROPOSITION FOR 
YOU FELLOWS... 
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TO BE OR NOT To BEE 


THE BEES WEREN’T 
SO BAD AT FIRST, WHEN 
THEY JUST SWARMED 
AROUND? THE WELL 
ONCE A DAY TO 


THE SOLDIERS BUT THEY’RE STINGY! 
HAVE A RESERVE THEY ONLY HAND? IT OUT IN 
THESE LITTLE, TINY 


WHICH WE SELL 
NEARLY EMPTY 
TO THE BEES 
AT HIGH PRICES! 


THE QUEEN OF 


< he oo ic ; DREAMS SMILES 
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BUT EVER SINCE THE GHOST 
CIRCLES POISONED THE WATER, 
THEY’VE BEEN NOTHING 
BUT TROUBLE! 


YES, YES! THAT BEE COMES HERE 
EVERY DAY AND. LOSES HIS TEMPER. 
WE’LL GIVE YOU MORE GOLD COINS 

IF YOU COME BACK TOMORROW! 


NO PROBLEM! 
SEE YOU 
TOMORROW! 


TO BE OR NOT To BEE 


WHAT THEYRE A SIMPLE PISTRIBUTION ON TOP OF 
DOING TO THOSE PROBLEM! ILL THAT 
BEES IS TERRIBLE! GINE THE BEE A PIECE x6 , 

OF MY FEE, SO HE Y_ SCALP IS 
CAN PAY THE MERCHANTS! BIG TINGLIN’, 
EVERYBODY’S HAPPY, AND FONE BONE: 
I STILL MAKE A KILLIN’? 


THAT ONLY 
HAPPENS WHEN I’M 
ABOUT TO 


SCORE BIG! 


FORGET THE THIS HAS NOTHIN’ OF COURSE 
GOLD. TO DO WITH HER. IT’S GONNA GO WHOA. 
I’M NOT T’/LL HANDLE ve DEAL WRONG! iciaat’ wales 
GONNA LET YOU SO EVERYBODY’S 
JEOPARDIZE HAPPY. THIS THE WAY 
THORN’S SAFETY. LI PROMISE Sy WE CAME IN? 
NOTHIN’LL GO S. 
WRONG. 


C’MON, WE’LL G@ ANYWAY, NOBODY’S 
uP AND GET OU GOING TO FIN? OUT THAT 
BEARINGS. THORN IS A PRINCESS 
IN DISGUISE - - 
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THIS IS SERIOUS. 
YOU HEARD THE OLD 
TEACHER LAST NIGHT! 
THERE’S BEEN SOME 
KIND OF A TAKEOVER. 
IF ANYONE FINPS OUT 
WHO SHE IS, IT’LL BE 
DANGEROUS? 


HOW MUCH 
GOLD DO 
YOU NEED? 


TO BE OR NOT To BEE 


YEAH, YEAH, AN’ THE \J 
RAT CREATURES ARE 
COMIN’, BUT WE’RE 
GONNA BE LONG GONE 
BEFORE 
ANY OF THAT 
HAPPENS. 
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YEP. WE’RE HANGIN’ 
AROUN? JUST LONG 
ENOUGH TO GET 
MORE GOLD. 


TO BE OR NOT To BEE 


WHAT PO YOU 
THINK IT MIGHT BE 
THIS USED ALL THAT’S 
TO BE? LEFT OF THE 
PALACE. 


I HAVE 
TO SAY I’M 
A LUTTLE 
DISAPPOINTED. 


BOY. THE RAT CREATURES REALLY 
PID A NUMBER ON THIS PLACE. 


IT’S THE GUARDS! 
QUICK, WE HAVE 
TO HIDE! 
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I THINK YOU’RE RIGHT. 
THERE’S THE ROYAL 
SEAL. 


I PICTURED 
SOMETHING A LOT 
MORE OPULENT. 


TO BE OR NOT To BEE 


PLEASE. 


COME IN. 


I MANAGED TO ROUND UP SOME WATER 
RATIONS, ANP BROUGHT MERMIE WITH ME. 
SHE’S AN EXPERT IN HERBAL TEAS. 


HOW IS SHE? HAVE YOU 
KEPT HER AWAKE? 


IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT WE ~~ IT WILL BE MORE DIFFICULT 
KEEP THE PRINCESS ASS FOR THE LOCUST 
IF HE CANNOT USE THE 
MEPIUM OF PREAMS 
TO CONTACT HER. 


GOOP MORNING, ARE YOU SURE? 
YOUR HIGHNESS. WOULD? YOU LOOK A BIT 
YOU LIKE SOME TEA? TIRED. 


I’M SURE. 
NO, THANK THANK YOU. 
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TO BE OR NOT To BEE 


MAYBE SHE 
NEEDS A 
BLANKET. 


HAVE SOME 
MORE TEA, 


ARE YOU SURE YOU 
WOULDN’T LIKE SOME 
TEA? 


GRAN’MA, I’VE 
BEEN DRINKING 
TEA ALL NIGHT. 
IF Z HAVE A 
ANOTHER PROP 
I’M GOING TO 
THROW UP. 


WOULD HER 
HIGHNESS 
LIKE THE WINDOW 


WHAT 2’D LIKE 
IS TO DISCUSS 
THE SITUATION 
IN THE CITY. 


THE CHILO’”S 
HEAD IS 
WARM. 


WHAT SHE REALLY GOOD IDEA. RIGHT! 


NEEDS IS THE SMELLY THAT WILL WHERE WISER 
TEA. GIVE ME THE KEEP HER FOLK THAN US 
BAG OF HERBS. eee CAN DECIDE 
MEETING 
TONIGHT! 


WOULD yOu 
LIKE HONEY 
IN YOUR 
TEA? 


72 


TO BE OR NOT To BEE 


TELL ME ABOUT THIS EDICT TARSIL, HE’S ALWAYS 
OUTLAWING THE CAPTAIN OF CHALLENGED THE 
DRAGON THE QUEEN’S DRAGONS’ 
LORE. GUARD. AUTHORITY. 


WHO IS 
RESPONSIBLE? 


wars 


: 
TA = 
SY 
HE EVEN LED AN BUT THE DRAGONS THERE WAS A SHORT 
EXPEDITION AS A YOUNG PUNISHED HIM. BATTLE. THE PRAGONS 
COMMANPER TO THE VERY THEY CRIPPLED GANE FAIR WARNING 
EDGE OF THE TARSIL FOR HIS BEFORE ATTACKING 
WITH OPEN 


IMPUDENCE,’ 
FLAME. 


DRAGONS’ SACRED 
BURIAL GROUNDS. 


TARSIL REPENTED, HE’S SURROUNDED 
BUT HIS BY FIERCE AND LOYAL 
RESENTMENT WARRIORS. . . 
IS WELL-KNOWN. WE COUNCIL MEMBERS 
ARE OLD AND FEEBLE... 


GHOST CIRCLES 
FIRST APPEARED, HE 
OPENLY BLAMED THE 

DRAGONS AND 
ORPERED HIS SOLDIERS 
TO DESTROY ALL 
DRAGON SHRINES. 
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TARSIL KNOWS 
ABOUT US. 


GOOD. 


AN? WE HAVE THE 
ADVANTAGE 
AS LONG AS HE 
DOESN’T KNOW 
WE’RE HERE. 


TO BE OR NOT To BEE 


FOR AWHILE 
HE WAS ONE OF 
THE PEOPLE LI 
KEPT IN CONTACT 
WITH DURING OUR 
EXILE IN 
BARRELHAVEN. 


YOU THINK HE’LL 
VIEW US AS 
A THREAT? 


HIS MEN WILL 


BE ON THE LOOKOUT 


FOR US. 


WOULD YOU LIKE 
SOME TEA, NOW? 


you AND YOUR- - / 
GET IT OUT OF 
HERE, OR 
I’LL MAKE YOU 
DRINK 
THE WHOLE 
POT. 


SHE CERTAINLY 
TAKES AFTER 
¥y 
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WE ARE A 
THREAT. 


THE MEETING, 
OLD 
FRIEND. 


YOU’RE SURE 
THEY WERE 
BONE 
CREATURES? 


TO BE OR NOT To BEE 


YES. 
TARSIL DESCRIBED 
THEM PERFECTLY. 

HE SAID THE 
QUEEN WOULD 
BE TRAVELING 
WITH THEM. . . 
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NO, BUT 
I’M TELLING YOU 
I SAW THEM 
COME UP HERE. 


«++ AND THIS 
MORNING, THE GUARD AT 
THE GATE SAID AN OLD 
WOMAN ANP HER GRAND- 
DAUGHTER ENTERED THE CITY 
LAST NIGHT AT DUSK. 


TROUBLEMAKERS 
ALWAYS PUT 
THESE UP 
DURING THE 
NIGHT. 


TO BE OR 


IF £ EVER 
CATCH THE 
ANIMALS THAT 
DO THIS, 
I’LL BREAK THEIR 


NoT To BEE 


WE 
HAVE TO GET 
TO GRAN’MA BEN 
AN? WARN HER/ 


SKULLS. 


ANARCHY. 
THAT’S WHAT THE 
PROBLEM IS. 


MAYBE WE CAN 
SLIP DOWN THE BACK 
WHILE THEY’RE 
BUSY DEFACING 
OTHER PEOPLE’S 
SHRINES. 


THERE’S NO NORMALCY 
LEFT. 


THE GOVERNMENT’S BROKEN DOWN 
AND THERE’S NO ONE 
TO PAY TAXES TO. 


THEY DON’T 
HAVE A 


KING, 
REMEMBER? 


PEOPLE PAY 
TAXES TO A 
KING SO 
HE’LL 
PROTECT 
THEM. 
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TO BE OR NOT To BEE 
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AT LEAST 
WE KNOW OUR 


WAY 
FROM HERE. . . 


SEE ANY 
GUARDS? 


MOONWORT 


THIS IS 
IT. FINALLY/ 
WE FOUND 
THE MARKET 


G.UARE. 
cami CTtTY’S A 


RAT MAZE! 


NAH, 
WE’RE SAFE 4 OH, NO YOU DON’T... 


YOU LISTEN TO ME, 


COME ON, ) 
WE GOTTA TELL PHONCIBLE P. BONE... 


SMILEY ABOUT 
TH’ 
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BECAUSE OF US, 
TARSIL KNOWS 
GRAN’MA BEN AN? 
THORN ARE IN THE 
CITY. WE HAVE 
TO WARN THEM! 


PEDDLERS. 


IT’S GOLD, 
FONE BONE! 
GOLD! 
WHERE DID 
THEY GET 
SO MUCH 
OF IT?! 


RIGHT. 

WE’LL RENDEZVOUS 
AT GRAN’MA BEN’S ROOM 
BEFORE THE 
UNPERGROUND 
MEETING. 


WHAT ABOUT THE 
GIANT BEE? 
WE’RE GONNA NEED 
SMILEY’S HELP 
TO PROTECT THE 


MOONWORT 


FORGET THE BEE’ 
I TOLD you 
THAT PLAN IS 

GONNA 
BACKFIRE! 


WE’RE CAUGHT, 
PHONEY? SOLDIERS 
INSIDE THE WALLS 
AN? RAT CREATURES 
OUTSIDE! 


AN? BE CAREFUL, 
THERE’S STILL A LOT 
OF GUARDS LURKING 
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OKAY, FORGET : 
THE BEE - - 


LET’S FIGURE 
OUT WHERE THE 
PEDDLERS GOT 
ALL THIS GOLD 

TO PAY US 
FROM! 


OKAY, 
OKAY. 
DON’T POP A 
BLOOD VESSEL. 


ILL GO GET 
SMILEY, YOU 
GO WARN THORN. 


MOONWORT 


SMART ALEC. 


IF HE GETS 
HIMSELF SURROUNDED By 
SOLDIERS, HE’LL WISH HE 

LISTENED TO ME. 


MOONWORT 


THORN? ARE 
YOU AWAKE 


LALA) ASS 


MOONWORT 


COME OUT ON THE 
BALCONY, THORN. OUT HERP? —— 
THERE’S SOMEONE IXIA 
TO SEE YOU. OA) 

? DINAN 


LOA 2 
XX) 
XX) 
N/IV/ nf 
XXX), 


WELL, THANK 
AT YOU-- you! 
SO BEAUTIFUL THE MOON 
l 


I SWEAR Ss 
YOU LOOKS . LONELY! 
MORE LIKE - 


MOON 
ENER’DAY! 


4 
BYNNN 


THAT WAS HER GQUEEN LUNARIA/ 
NOT THE MOON! MOONWORT NICKNAME, DEAR. DON’T YOU 
yOUR WAS HER NAME? HER REAL NAME WAS 7? KNOW NOTHIN’ 
MOTHER! LUNARIA. 
MOONWORT! 
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MOONWORT 


SHE BELIEVED IN THAT’S 
BUILDIN’ THINGS LIKE WONDERFUL 
LIBRARIES AN’ PARKS. 

WHY, ALMOS’ ALL THE 
ART AN’ PUBLIC 
GARDENS IN ATHEIA 
WAS PUT UP BY HER. 


YOUR MOTHER WAS KIN? 
AN’ BEAUTIFUL. 
SHE LOVED EVER’ONE 
AN’ EVER’THING. 


WHAT ABOUT YOU, 
GRAN’MA? . L BUILT THE WALLS THAT 
WHEN YOU WERE | SURROUND THE CITY. 

GQUEEN, DIP 

you BUILD 


ANYTHING? | aan “y 
ON 
aN 


TED, HOW LONG WILL OH, YEAH! THEY WAS 
IT TAKE FOR LUCIUS AND THANKS TO ALL SAFE 
THE OTHERS TO REACH you GOIN’ IN Ob” MAN’S 

ATHEIA? AROUN’ CAVE WHEN 

GATHERIN’ THE GHOST 
UP FAMILIES, CIRCLES 

ALMOS’ 
EVER’ONE |S 
STILL ALIVE’ 
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MOONWORT 


LET’S NOT CELEBRATE 
JUST YET.... 
HOW LONG, TED? 


LI FIGGER 
LUCIUS AN’ 
HIS WARRIORS 
WILL MOS’ 4 
LIKELY REACH ¥ 
HERE IN 
TWO DAYS. 


BRIAR MADE IT 
THROUGH THE 
GHOST CIRCLES 
QUICKER 
THAN I THOUGHT. 


TED, IT NEED yOu 
TO TAKE A MESSAGE 
TO LUCIUS RIGHT 
AWAY. 


. « » WHEN HE’S READY, 
HAVE HIM LIGHT A TORCH 
UP ON SINNER’S ROCK. 
WHEN WE SEE THAT SIGNAL, 
WE’LL CHARGE OUT 
THE GATE - - TRAPPING THE 
ENEMY BETWEEN US! 
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AN? BRIAR? I SEEN YER SISTER 


OUT WITH TH’ 
RAT CREATURES 
OVER TO 
TANEN GARD. 
SHE JOININ’ FORCES 
WITH TH’ PAWANS. 


WHOLE 
NASTY ARMY 
BE HERE EARLY 
AS TOMORROW. 


TELL HIM WE’LL HOLD OFF 
BRIAR’S ARMY AS LONG AS 
WE CAN ~- ~- 


ON THE SECOND NIGHT 
FROM TONIGHT, HAVE 
LUCIUS POSITION HIS MEN BEHIN? 
THE RAT CREATURES - ~ 
OPPOSITE THE WEST GATE... 


OKEE-DOKEY, 
THEN. 


SECOND 
NIGHT, 
SIGNAL FIRE UP 
ON SINNER’S 
ROCK. 
GOT IT. 


NOT YET. 


BUT WE’RE HAVING 
A MEETING OF THE 
UNDERGROUND 
TONIGHT. 


BY THE WEST GATE, TED, 
THAT’S IMPORTANT. 
WE’LL KEEP BRIAR’S MAIN FORCE 
THERE IF WE CAN. 


GRAN’MA, 
WE DON’T HAVE 
AN ARMY. 


IT ONLY DEALS WITH 
THE PROBLEMS WE HAVE 
OUTSIDE THE 


MOONWORT 


YOU TOO, 
GOOD-BYE! 
ATTY 


AN) 


§ VINA 
ANY 
XX) 
\) 


ARE YOU SURE 
THIS IS A GOOD 
PLAN, THEN? 


... INSIDE, WE STILL HAVE 
TARSIL THE USURPER TO 
DEAL WITH. 
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MOONWORT 


COUSIN PHONEY/ GREAT! I’M 


YOURE JUST IN TIME , 

TO JOIN BARTLEBY AN’ ME STARVING! 
FOR SUPPER! WHAT/RE WE 
HAVIN’? 


SIT DOWN, SIT DOWN! 
WE’RE HAVING BLANK 
SANPWICHES. 


THERE. NOW HOLD YOUR 
BREAD LIKE THIS... 


FORTUNATELY, NOT EVEN 
you CAN DAMPEN MY 
SPIRITS TODAY... 


MOONWORT 


FIRST, WE CUT A 
BLANK SLICE OF BREAD - - 


SANDWICHES? AND REMOVE 
THE CRUST... 


WATCH IT! IT’S KINDA TRICKY. 


NOW PUT‘EM TOGETHER 
AND YOU HAVE A BLANK 
SANPWICH! 


BECAUSE TODAY 
I’VE GOT 
GOLD! 
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ME AN’ FONE BONE 
CHASED A BEE OUT 
OF THE 
MARKET SQUARE, 
ANP? THE MERCHANTS 
REWARDED US 
WITH TWENTY 
PIECES OF GOLD! 


NO KIDDIN’. SO... 
DO YOU THINK YOU 
CAN REWORK 
THESE COINS ANP PUT 
MY FACE ON'EM? 


THESE POOR PEOPLE 
ARE LONGING FOR A 
PROTECTOR. SOMEONE 
TO LOOK OUT 
FOR THEIR BEST 
INTERESTS. .. 


SOMEONE TO BE 
THEIR KING. 


MOONWORT 


IT WAS A BIG BEE, 
BUT GUESS WHAT? 
THEY’LL PAY US 
TWENTY GOL? COINS 
EVERY MORNING IF 
WE’LL COME BACK 
ANP KEEP THE 
BEE AWAY! 


JUST FOR 
CHASIN’ 
OFF A BEE? 


@GOop! 

‘CAUSE 
A LEADER 
HAS TO 

HAVE COINS 
WITH 

HIS FACE 
ON‘EM! 


SURE. GOLD’S A 
SOFT METAL AN’ 
WE’VE GOT HAMMERS. 
I CAN RIG UP A 
STRIKE OPERATION, 
NO SWEAT. 


NOT YET. BUT IT 
MUST BE HUGE’ 
LOOK WHAT THEY CAN 
AFFORP TO PAY 
TUST TO SWAT 
A BEE! 


WAAAAIT A 
MINUTE... DID 
YOU FIND THE 

TREASURE? 
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NATCH/ BUT ARE THEY 
REALLY GONNA MAKE 


YOU THEIR LEADER 


JUST FOR CHASIN’ 


OFF A BEE? 


PO YOU THINK 
WHOEVER IS KING 
GETS TO KEEP 
THE TREASURE? 


MOONWORT 


OF COURSE! er aN JUST LONG 
THAT’S THE 7 ANP? THORN’S JUST A ENOUGH TO 
IS QUEEN, POESN’T THE 
WHOLE POINT , PRINCESS. CLAIM THE 
TREASURE BELONG 
OF BEING TO HER? TREASURE, 
KING! : BESIDES, I’M ONLY HUH? 
GONNA BE KING FOR 
A COUPLE OF DAYS. 


(MM, SHE’S RETIRED. 


RIGHT! THEN WE’RE SPLITTIN’ 
FOR BONEVILLE, BECAUSE y SEE YA, PHONEY! 
WE DON’T WANT TO BE 
HERE WHEN THE 


RAT CREATURES SHOW UP. OF BOY! THIS IS IT? 


WE’RE FINALLY GOIN’ 
HOME TO BONE - - 


SPEAKING OF 
WHICH, I BETTER GET 
OVER TO GRAN’MA’S 
ROOM FOR THE 
UNDERGROUND MEETING. 
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MOoONWORT 


THE PAWANS AND? THE 
RAT CREATURES ARE WORKING 
TOGETHER... 


«++ THIS IS NOTA 
TRADE EMBARGO, 
GUILD MASTER. 
THIS IS AN 
ACT OF WAR. 


LORD TARSIL, 
IF LT MAY SPEAK ON 
BEHALF OF THE 
MERCHANT HOUSES .. 


WHAT YOU ARE 
SAYING IS 
HERESY, 
GUILD MASTER. 


. - THERE ARE MANY IN THE GUILD 
WHO BELIEVE THE PAWAN ARMY 
WOULD ENP ITS BLOCKADE OF OUR 
TRADE ROUTES IF YOU RELAXED 
YOUR BAN ON PRAGON LORE - - 


ONLY IN THE PROVINCES/ 
MANY OF THE MERCHANTS FEEL WE COULD 
WIN THE COMMON PEOPLE 
AND? ROB THE PAWAN ARMY OF LOCAL SUPPORT. 
THE BLOCKADE WOULD CRUMBLE. 
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MOONWORT 


NORMALLY, WE WOULDN’T DREAM OF 
ASKING SUCH A THING, YOUR WORSHIP- - 
EVERYONE ON THE COUNCIL 
KNOWS OF YOUR GREAT SACRIFICE ~- - 


B - - BUT 
EVERY DAY 
THE BLOCKADE 
CONTINUES 
THE MERCHANTS 
ARE LOSING 
MONEY. 


THEY ARE 
CORRUPT 
BEINGS. 
THEY LIVE 
IN THE EARTH LIKE 
WORMS... 


THEY ARE NOT 
OF THE LIGHT... 


LIKE YOU... 
«++ OR ME. 


THEY EAT OUR LIGHT. 


WHAT THE DRAGONS 
HAVE DONE TO ME, 
THEY MEAN TO 
PO TO OUR 
WHOLE WAY OF 
LIFE. 


MOONWORT 


YOUR GREATNESS, W SOLDIERS 


JUST AS YOU PREDICTED THE QUEEN. 
TWO OF THE BONE SEARCHING 
CREATURES HAVE NEAR THE WHAT OF THE 
BEEN SPOTTED OLD SQUARE , QUEEN AND HER 
IN THE CITY. NOW. GRANDDAUGHTER .. ? 
THE HEIR TO 
THE THRONE? 


AN OLD WOMAN PUT MORE 
AND HER GRANDDAUGHTER SOLDIERS ON 
ENTERED THE WEST THE STREET... 
GATE LAST NIGHT, 
BUT THEIR WHEREABOUTS 
ARE UNKNOWN. 
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MOONWORT 


FIND THOSE BONE ONCE THEY LEAD YOU 
CREATURES... TO THE PRINCESS, ARREST HER 
AN? BRING HER TO ME. 


THE CHARGES, 


MY LORD? HERESY, 


SARGEANT~ 
AT-ARMS. . . 


AGAINST THE 
LAW TO 
WORSHIP 
DRAGONS 

AND? 

SHE SHALL BE 


BURNEP AT THE 
STAKE UNTIL 
DEAD. 


MOONWORT 


THAT IS, UNLESS THE GUILD HAS 
AN OBJECTION TO CARRYING OUT 
E LAW... ? 


NO 
OBJECTION. 


el 


by) 
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MOONWORT 


THORN’ 
GET AWAY FROM 
THAT WINDOW. 


WE CAN’T LEAVE YET... 
FONE BONE’S NOT HERE. 


GRAN’MA, WHAT’S 
GOING ON? 
SOLDIERS ARE 
SWARMING ALL 
OVER THE 
STREETS. 


WHAT DO YOU MEAN 
HE’S NOT HERE? 
HE SHOULD HAVE 

BEEN HERE A LONG 
TIME AGO! 


I’M NOT SURE, 
BUT IT CAN’T BE 
GOOP. 
TAKE YOUR 
SHAWL. WE HAVE 
TO GET TO THE 
MEETING. 


MOONWORT 


cou WE GOT 
HAVE GOTTEN LOST THIS 
LOST, MORNING, 
PHONEY? BUT I THOUGHT 
HE KNEW HIS 
WAY FROM 
THE MARKET 
SQUARE. 


MERMIE IS A ; 
SEVENTH LEVEL Jf NOWLET'S 
DREAM-MASTER. GO- - 
SHE CAN AND KEEP 
HANDLE YOUR HEADS 
if. DOWN ... 


NOT NOW. THE LIVES OF 
ENERYONE IN THE CITY 
DEPEND ON OUR MEETING 
TONIGHT. L’LL SEND 
MERMIE OUT TO LOOK 
FOR FONE BONE. 


MOONWORT 


YOUR HIGHNESS, 


EVERYONE |S WAITING. MERMIE, 


FONE BONE |S 
MISSING - - 
LOST OR WORSE. 
SEE IF YOU CAN FIN? 
HIM, PLEASE. 


I DON’T WANT A YES, A GHOST CIRCLE SHE CAN WE CAN TOO, 


REPEAT OF 
LAST NIGHT. 
DIP YOU FIGURE 
OUT WHAT 
THAT 
COLD SPOT 
WAS ? 


I THINK WE SAW 
THAT LINE OF 
GHOST CIRCLES 
YOU TURNED 
BACK. IS THAT 
POSSIBLE? 


WAS FORMING HERE 
IN THE MIDDLE OF 
MY KITCHEN. 
YOUR SISTER BRIAR 
WAS ATTEMPTING 
TO REACH 
THROUGH OUR 
DEFENSES. 


IT’S POSSIBLE. .. 
WE SENT THE WHOLE 
FRONT LINE BOUNCING 

BACK TOWARD YOu. 


FOR TONIGHT’S 
MEETING, WE’VE 
SURROUNDED THE 
ENTIRE KITCHEN 
WITH PRAYER 
STONES. 


pO THAT? 
BRIAR CAN 
CONTROL 
GHOST 
CIRCLES, 
NOW? 


I’M VERY 
IMPRESSED, 
OLD FRIEND. I 
FEEL SAFER 
ALREADY. 


TO AN EXTENT. 
WHEN THE 
GHOST CIRCLES 
FIRST APPEARED 
FROM THE NORTH, 
WE USED 
PRAYER STONES 
TO TURN THEM 
BACK. 


you MUST HAVE USED 
A LOT OF PRAYER STONES. 


DON’T THANK ME YET. 
WAIT UNTIL YOU FIN? 
OUT WHOSE 
LORE WAS 
ACTUALLY 
RESPONSIBLE. 


.-- ZL DION T 
KNOW YOU 
WOULD 
BE HERE. 


MOONWORT 


YES, IT IS 
YOUR OLD 
HEADMASTER. . . 


I AM RETIRED, 


NOT DEAD. AN? 


UNLIKE YOU, 
I NEVER 
LEFT. 


AH, YES. 
THE VENI-YAN-CARI. 
LET US HOPE 
IT WAS 
WORTH IT. 


L DION’T 
WANT TO 
LEAVE MY 

PEOPLE, 

YOU KNOW 
THAT. 


BUT I HAD TO 
PROTECT MY 
ONLY 
GRANPPAUGHTER. 


yOU MAY 
BEGIN THE 
MEETING. 


I’LL COME RIGHT TO 
THE POINT. MY SISTER BRIAR IS 
STILL ALIVE AND IS LEADING AN 
INVASION FORCE THAT COULD BE 
HERE AS EARLY AS 
TOMORROW MORNING. 


INTERESTING. . . 
WHEN Z FIRST 
ARRIVED, L NOTICED 
THAT MOST OF THE 
FORTIFICATIONS 
HAD BEEN 
REBUILT- - 


WHAT ABOUT THE 
SOLDIERS 
THEMSELVES? 


MOONWORT 


I KNOW TARSIL 
HAS TAKEN CONTROL 
OF OUR ARMY, 

BUT HOW SMART IS HE? 
CAN HE DEFEND THE CITY 
AGAINST AN 
ATTACK? 


WE HAVE SEEN HIS 
SOLDIERS BRINGING 


ANIMALS AN? FODDER 


INSIDE THE MAIN 
WALLS, AND HE HAS 
BEGUN RATIONING 

WATER. 


IN DIRECT 
VIOLATION OF 
THE TREATY WE 


WELL, AT LEAST 
SOME OF THE TRAINING 
I GAVE HIM WASN’T 


GOOP. 
HE’S 
PREPARING 
FOR A 


SIGNED WITH THE 
RAT CREATURES, 
I SHOULP POINT 


POORLY TRAINED 


AND BADLY DISCIPLINED. 


A SMALL GROUP OF 
FANATICS KNOWN 
AS THE VE9U 
ENFORCE TARSIL’S 
RULE. 


THE REST 
ARE EITHER 
MERCENARIES 
OR LOYAL 
TO THE 
OLD 
KING@VOM. 


WASTED. 


L BELIEVE THEY 
ARE ALL LOYAL. 
IF WE TOLD THEM 
THAT YOU 
HAD RETURNED, 
THEY WOULD TURN 
ON THE USURPER 
AN? KILL HIM. 


HAS ANYONE BOTHERED 
TO TALK WITH THIS TARSIL? 
WE HAVE A COMMON ENEMY, 

PERHAPS WE COULD 
COOPERATE - - 


WHAT ABOUT THE TREASURY? 
IF WE HAD THAT, TARSIL WOULD 
LOSE HIS HOLD ON THE 
MERCENARIES. HE COULDN’T 


PAY THEM. 


THEN WE’D BETTER PLAY THE 
LOYALTY CARP. HEADMASTER, 
SPREAD THE WORD THROUGH 
THE RANKS THIS VERY 
NIGHT THE QUEEN HAS 
RETURNED - - 


MOONWORT 


JUST LIKE 
YOUR MOTHER. 


.. BUT TARSIL KNOWS THIS. 
HE’S HIDDEN THE TREASURE 
WHERE NO ONE 
CAN FINP IT. 


SOMEONE |S IT’S FONE BONE! 


COMING! 
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\ { WE HAVE TO 
Yurt! tt GET OUT OF HERE! 


TARSIL KNOWS 
ABOUT US! 


NO, 


THAT’S WHAT 
TOOK ME SO 
LONG, I HAD 
TO SHAKE A 
COUPLE OF 
SOLDIERS. 


MOONWORT 


DION’T PHONEY 
TELL YOU? 

HIS GUARDS SAW US, 
AN’ THEY KNOW 
WE’RE TRAVELING 
WITH YOU! 


DID ANYBODY 
FOLLOW YOU 
HERE? 


MOONWORT 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


WHERE’S 
PHONEY BONE? 
DION’ T 
THE RUNT 
SEE US TURN 
BACK 
THERE? 


HURRY, 
FONE BONE, PRY 
THAT SHUTTER 

‘ 


OPEN: 
THE SOLDIERS 
ARE COMING - ~ 


FONE BONE, YOU 
SHOULPN’T HAVE 
BEEN SO ROUGH 
PULLING THE 
HEADMASTER 
THROUGH THE 
WINVOW!! 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


BUT I THINK WE’RE 

OKAY. STUCK HERE FOR A 
WHILE ~ - IT HOPE 

PHONEY GOT AWAY. 


THEY WENT 
PAST US. 


SORRY. I THOUGHT 
GETTING CAUGHT AN? 
THROWN IN A DUNGEON 

WOULD’VE BEEN 


THIS MAN IS 
THE GREATEST 
LIVING PREAM-~ 
MASTER. 
SHOW SOME 
RESPECT! 


I HOPE THE OTHER 

MEMBERS OF THE 

RESISTANCE GOT 
AWAY. 


HE SAID 
HE WAS 
SORRY, 
GRAN’MA. 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


SO THIS IS FONE BONE ... THE LITTLE 
CREATURE WHO HAS COME INTO OUR VALLEY 
AN? AWAKENEP THE SLEEPING PRINCESS. 


BY THE TIME FONE BONE 
WANDERED ONTO OUR FARM, 
THE GREAT RED DRAGON HAD 
BEEN TRYING FOR YEARS 
TO CONVINCE ME 
TO TELL HER. 


WHAT’S 
THAT 
SUPPOSED 


THE RAT CREATURES 
WERE DEFYING THE 
TREATY, BUT I WAS 
TOO STUBBORN 
TO LISTEN. 
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IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN, 
MR. BONE FROM BONEVILLE ... 


WHETHER YOU HAVE 
SAVED US... 


MASTER. . . IT’S UNFAIR 
TO BLAME FONE BONE. 
THORN WAS BOUND TO 
LEARN THE TRUTH. IT WAS 
UNAVOIDABLE. 


THE DRAGON WAS 
RIGHT. AS MUCH 
AS I WISHED TO 

PROTECT HER, IT IS 
THORN’S DESTINY 
TO REBUILD THE 

KINGPOM. 


LI AGREE 
THE FAILURE 
IS YOURS, 
BUT 
THE BURDEN 
IS HERS. 


SHE WILL BE 
TESTED. 


MASTER, IF YOU HAD 
SEEN WHAT THIS 
YOUNG WOMAN HAS 
BEEN THROUGH, AN? HOW 
SHE HAS HANPLED 
HERSELF, YOU WOULD 
BE LESS WORRIED. 


THE TWO WORLDS OF 
THE DREAMING ARE 
OuT OF BALANCE... 


= q 


=e 
—= 
—~ 


SORELY TESTED, | 


I’M AFRAID, AS ARE ALL 


WHO ARE CHOSEN. | 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


I HAVE HEARD ABOUT THESE 
ESCAPADES. WRESTLING WITH 
THE LOCUST HIMSELF - - 
TEARING OFF A PIECE OF HIS 
BLACK SOUL ANP KEEPING IT 
WITHIN HER BOSOM? 


THE VEIL THAT SEPARATES 
THIS WORLD FROM THE NEXT 
HAS BEEN PIERCED, AND 
GHOST CIRCLES HAVE BEGUN 
TO POOL AND FORM... 
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BUT SHE HAS REACHED 
THE TURNING WITHOUT 
ANY TRAINING, ANP £ 
AM CONCERNED THAT 
SHE WILL FAIb. 


DON’T YOU SEE HOW 
DANGEROUS THIS |S, 
YOUR MATESTY? 


- -THE DRAGONS 
HAVE GONE 
UNDERGROUND? 
AND LEFT 

uS -- 


; THESE ARE 
THE END TIMES, 
AND SHE IS THE 
VENI-Y AN-CARI. 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


IF SHE FAILS - - WAIT~ - 
WHAT IF £ 
IT WILL BE DION’T 
CATASTROPHIC. TAKE THIS TEST? 
WOULD THAT STOP 
THE DISASTER 
FROM HAPPENING? 
COULD WE STOP 


IN LIFE, THAT’S WHAT VENI-YAN-CARI 
TESTS COME MEANS, THE AWAKENEP ONE. 


UPON ONE 
UNANNOUNCED 


AN? WITHOUT 
WARNING. AWAKENED 
ONE. 


BAH! TAKE HER BACK TO 
THE FARM. HER PRESENCE 
HERE MAKES THE 
SITUATION FAR 
TOO DANGEROUS - - 


BRING HER BACK AFTER 
WE REBUILD THE KINGDOM. 


/444 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


WHAT ARE 
you DOIN’ 
COW-TOWIN’ TO 
THIS NUTTY 
OLD FOP? 
YOU’RE THE 


ANP you! 


THAT’S HARD TO 
BELIEVE - - 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN 
INSIDE A GHOST CIRCLE 
AN? TALKED 
TO DEAD PEOPLE? 

WE HAVE. 


DEAD 
PEOPLE? 


L THOUGHT WE 
WEREN’T GOING TO 
SHARE THAT. 


THAT WAS RASH. 
BUT THIS GUY 
DOESN’T KNOW 

TACK. 


WHO DOES HE 
THINK HE 1S? 
WE DIDN’T 
NEED HIS 
HELP BEFORE, 
AN’ WE DON’T 
NEED IT 
NOw. 


FONE BONE . 


WHAT ARE YOU TWO 
TALKING ABOUT? 
WHEN DIP THIS 
HAPPEN? 
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LI HAVE A GREAT 
DEAL MORE 
EXPERIENCE IN 
THESE MATTERS 
THAN YOU, 
YOUNG MAN. 


icak 


IMPOSSIBLE? 
NO ONE BUT THE 
DRAGONS CAN 
TALK TO 
THE DEAD! 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


DOES THIS MEAN OF COURSE WELL, L PO NOT! 
YOU BELIEVE ME, EVEN = BELIEVE YOU. VOICES IN A 
THOUGH YOU COULDN’T : GHOST CIRCLE? 
HEAR THEIR VOICES : 

YOURSELF? 


ONLY DRAGONS I DON’T KNOW WHAT DEPTH THE 
SPEAK TO THE DEAD. : CIRCLE TOOK US TO, BUT MY DEAD 
NO HUMAN CAN TRAVEL MOTHER SENT THIS MESSAGE ... 


P THE 
DREAMING. OND RETURN. SEEK THE CROWN OF HORNS. 
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WHAT’S 
GOING 
ON? 


JUST THIS CRAZY 
OLD FARMER WHO 
CLAIMS HIS HAY CART 
WAS STOLEN. 
HE WANTS IN 
TO FIND IT. 


BLOODY STARS. 
HALF THE MEN ARE 
IN THE TOWERS NOW 
WATCHING FOR 
AN ATTACK FROM 
PAWA- - 

NOW THIS? 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


WE BROKE 
UP A MEETING 
OF PRAGON-~ 
WORSHIPPERS 

EARLIER- - 


L HOPE YOU CATCH 


THOSE PRAGON-LOVERS 
AND RIP THEIR GUTS OUT. 


SOME OF 
THEM MIGHT’VE 
RUN THIS WAY 
TRYING TO 
ESCAPE. 


THERE’S WORP GOING AROUND? 
THAT THE QUEEN HERSELF 
WAS AT THE MEETING. 


THEY MAY BE 
PLANNING AN 
INSURRECTION. 


SO STAY 
ALERT. 


DON’T WORRY. 
THEY WON’T 
GET AWAY. 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


SMILEY, ARE YOU 
IN HERE? 
WE GOTTA-— 


PERFECT! ONE 
WHAT ARE YOU 
MORE TO GO! DOING?! 


WE MADE A STAMP BARTLEBY IS SO STRONG, 
WITH YOUR FACE HE CAN STRIKE IT IN THE 
ON IT, PHONEY... J} 


= ” THIS IS THE 


\/ 


HAPPIEST DAY 
OF MY LIFE. 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


I LOVE! LISTEN - - HOT DOG) LEMME 


I KNOW WHERE THE GET MY HAT? 
TREASURE |S/ 


BUT WE HAVE TO 
HURRY BEFORE 
THE STREETS GET 
TOO CROWDED. 


GEE, PHONEY, Z’M NOT GOING 
IF IT’S THAT BACK TO BONEVILLE 
DANGEROUS, EMPTY-HANDED! 
MAYBE WE 
SHOULP LAY 
LOW... 


No, No, No---- 


YOU STAY HERE, 
BARTLEBY! 


ANP KEEP QUIET! 
SOLDIERS ARE 
LOOKING FOR US. 
IF THEY FIND A 
BABY RAT CREATURE, 
WE’RE DEAD MEAT? 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


IMPOSSIBLE! 


NO ONE, NOT EVEN 
THE ROYAL FAMILY KNOWS 
ABOUT THE CROWN OF 
HORNS. 


ITIS 
THE DRAGONS’ 
GREATEST 
SECRET. 


you SEEM YOU MAKE LIGHT, YOUNG YOUR HIGHNESS,, IF IT 
TO MAN, BUT EVEN AMONG PLEASES YOU, I WOULD 
KNOW THE HOLY, ALMOST LIKE TO HEAR YOUR 
ABOUT IT. NOTHING IS KNOWN STORY ABOUT TALKING 
ABOUT THIS SACRED TO THE DEAD. 


OBJECT. 


ACTUALLY, THE FARMERS I SPOKE 
WITH WERE NOT DEAD. THEY WERE BUT I’M CONVINCED THE 
BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH... GHOST CIRCLES AREN’T FULLY 
FORMED AND WE STILL HAVE TIME 
WHICH IS WHAT TO RESCUE THESE POOR PEOPLE. 
MAKES THEIR 
SITUATION SO MY MOTHER MUST 
UNBEARABLE. - HAVE THOUGHT 
THE CROWN OF HORNS 


ae WOULP HELP US. 
ge - a 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


I HOPE Z CAN HELP YOU 
PRINCESS. ALMOST NOTHING IS 
KNOWN ABOUT THIS OBJECT. 
NO ONE HAS EVER SEEN IT. 


IT IS THE TIPPING POINT - - THE 
POINT OF BALANCE. 


HMM. THE GHOST CIRCLES MIGHT 
VANISH IF WE COULD RESTORE 
BALANCE. 


YEAH, BUT 
HOw? 


But... Witt TELL YOU 
WHAT LITTLE I BO KNOW - - 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 
SITS DIRECTLY UPON THE VEIL, 
HALF IN OUR WORLD, AND HALF 

IN THE PREAMING WORLD. 


SOME SAY IT IS THE 
VERY HEART OF OUR 
WORLD. 


ALL WE HAVE TO DO |S 
FIND THE CROWN OF HORNS AND 
TIP IT BACK INTO PLACE. 


THIS IS EXACTLY THE 
LACK OF TRAINING 
I WAS TALKING ABOUT! 
DBO YOU KNOW WHAT 
WOULD HAPPEN IF SHE 
EVEN TOUCHED THIS 
SACRED OBJECT? 


NO, NO, NO, NO. 
DON’T YOU SEE? 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


SHE’S A VENI-YAN-CARI THE SLIGHTEST CONTACT 
WHO CARRIES A PIECE OF WITH THE CROWN OF HORNS 
THE LOCUST’S SPIRIT WOULD CAUSE A TREMENDOUS 
WITHIN HER BREAST. DISRUPTION! 
TWO OPPOSING 
FORCES OF ENERGY 
TOGETHER - - 


ALL OF EXISTENCE 
WOULP FLICKER LIKE A 
CANDLE - - PERHAPS EVEN 
GO OuT’ 


UMM, NOT RIGHT. IF MASTER, YOU SPREAD THE WORD 
Sure SO WE’RE AMONG THE LOYAL TO GATHER 
ICH GONNA PO AT THE FRONT GATE. HAVE THEM 
wheDon AS THIS THE BRING ANY WEAPON THEY CAN. 
COU OLD-FASHIONED 
WAY, WE 


THOUGHT. ; | BETTER 


GET STARTED. 
THE SUN’S 
\ ALREADY UP. 


THORN, YOU ANP I ARE GOING TO 
PAY AN EARLY MORNING VISIT TO 
OUR TYRANT FRIEND, TARSIL. 


FONE BONE, YOU 
MAKE SURE YOUR 
COUSIN PHONEY BONE 
STAYS OUT OF 


TROUBLE. 
WHY PO £ 


ALWAYS GET 
THE HARDEST 
JOB? 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


OKAY, OKAY~ - C’MERE/ 


AT THE MEETING LAST NIGHT 
THEY WERE TALKING ABOUT TARSIL 
RATIONING THE WATER SUPPLY! 


IF THE CITY HAS A MAYBE IT’S THE 
WELL, YOU DON’T GHOST CIRCLES. 
NEED TO RATION THEY COULD/VE 
THE WATER/ NOT RUINED THE 

WHEN THERE ISN’T A WATER SO THEY’? 
DROUGHT HAVE TO SEAL TH’ 
WELL SHUT. 


AN? THEN THEY 
TALKED ABOUT TARSIL 
HIDING THE CITY’S 
TREASURE WHERE 
NO ONE CAN 
FIND IT! 


WHEN WE WERE OUT 
IN THE GHOST CIRCLES, 
THORN TOLD US 
THAT ONLY SURFACE 
WATER WAS RUINEP - - 
EVERY THING 
UNDERGROUND 
WAS SAFE’ 


THE 


UM ... PHONEY? 
HOW COME THE 
MARKET SQUARE IS 
SO EMPTY? 


WHAT ARE YOU 
TALKIN’ ABOUT - - 


NO, 
SOMETHING’S 
WRONG. 


HELLO, 


WORP ON THE 
STREET SAYS 


yOO-HOO! 
MR. BONE!’ 


CROWN OF HORNS 


WAIT A MINUTE. 
YOU’RE RIGHT. THIS 
TIME YESTERDAY, THE 
PLACE WAS PACKED. 


OH, GREAT. 
IT’S THE GUY 
WHO HIRED ME 
TO CHASE 
OFF THE BEE. 
C’MON, LET’S 
DITCH HIM. 


ay MAYBE IT’S 


A HOLIDAY! 


HAVEN’T YOU 
HEARD 
THE RUMORS 
ABOUT THE 
INVASION? 


THIS MORNING! 


THE PAWANS ARE 
COMING. THEY 
MIGHT ATTACK 


I WAS SO WORRIED YOU 
WEREN’T GOING TO 
COME ANP PROTECT 

MY WARES’ 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


, >| | youre worriep X IT’S STILL DANGEROUS! 
NOW, ENE ALREADY & ABOUT BEES  I’VE GOT ALL THIS 


JARS OVER THERE. WHEN INVADERS / ) WATER, 
THEY’RE VERY VALUABLE! ARE COMING? AND THE BEES 
- - BLACK MARKET THERE’S NO | COULP SPOT ALL THIS 
AFFORDABLE PRICES om WAS 
ye , 
FROM THE SOLDIERS’ ANE TL NO! 
OWN RESERVES ~ - 


TROUBLE IS, 
OF COURSE 
WATER |S WHAT 
ATTRACTS THE 
BEES’ 


EXCUSE ME, \ | WE HAVE TO THERE YOU ARE! 
wee ates } | | 20 NOT PASS GO, WHERE ARE THE 
TO YOU Gy | PO.NOT couect Ay 
ot! ae PROTECTION FEES A GANG OF 
- FROM CRAZY DRAGON 


—_— > 
MINUTE? y \ PEOPLE. WORSHIPPERS. 


L GUESS 
YOU’RE RIGHT- - 


BUT 
WHAT ABOUT 
THE BURIED 
TREASURE? 


THE BONES ARE HERE 
NOW, BUT WITHOUT 
ANY BEES I’M | 
AFRAID THEY’RE 
GONNA LEAVE! 


STALL THEM! JUST A QUICK PEEK, 
IF THEY GET AWAY, NOW, AND IF THE SURE, SURE! 
WE WON’T GET THE TREASURE’S IN THERE, I PROMISE. 
REWARD MONEY’ WE’LL GET IT ° 
LATER, ALL RIGHT? 


OR THE MONEY 
BACK THAT WE GAVE 
THEM YESTERDAY- ~ 
HEY? WHERE’? THEY GO? 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


- 
BREE! se MON PUSH? 
; ST THINK OF ALL THE 
ae ny NEW COINS WE’RE 

” GONNA MAKE WITH MY 


FACE ON THEM! 


SMILEY, OLD PAL, DON’T MOVE, 
WHEN I BECOME YOUR MAJESTY - - 
THE KING, I’LL MAKE 
YOU MY YOU/RE UNDER 
PRIME MINISTER -- ARREST? 


LOOK OuT’ ARE YOU ITLL TAKE 
THERE’S A SWARM TRYING TO MORE THAN A 
OF ANGRY BEES SCARE US? SWARM FULL OF 
BEHIND YOU! NICE TRY. LL SIX-LEGGED 
A FLOWER SUCKERS 
TO SCARE US. 


FILL YOUR HANDS 
WITH SWORDS? 


WE’RE GONNA 
TEAR YOU A 

NEW STAMEN 
AN’ PISTIL? 
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THE CROWN OF HORNS 


EVEN TARSIL CAN’T 
ARREST EVERYONE. 


THE SUN’S BEEN UP WHAT’S GOING 
FOR HALF AN HOUR AND ON? 
THE STREETS ARE 


STILL EMPTY. THE TOWNSFOLK 
KNOW SOMETHING 
WE DON’T. 


WORD MAY 
HAVE SPREAD 
OF AN 
APPROACHING 
ARMY. 


WE’RE GOING UP TO | 7 WE HAVE LOOKOUTS 
THE RAMPART AN? LOOK | IN THE FOOTHILLS WITH 
OVER THE GATE. | LOOKOUTS GREAT HORNS THEY CAN 

OR SOUND IF AN ENEMY 
SOMETHING? DRAWS NEAR. 


DON’T YOU 
HAVE A 
WARNING 
SYSTEM 
IN PLACE? 
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THE CROWN OF HORNS 


CHECK IT OUT... 
THE VILLAGE IS DESERTED. 
EVEN THE ANIMALS 
ARE QUIET. 


YOURE RIGHT- ~- I SENSE 
MOVEMENT OUT THERE. 


COULD YOUR SISTER BE USING 
GHOST CIRCLES TO CLOUD 
HER APPROACH? 
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THE CROWN OF HORNS 


WE DON’T HAVE 
MUCH - - 


WE DON’T 
HANE TIME 
FOR THIS. 


IT’S PHONEY? 
HE’S IN TROUBLE, 


STOLEN! 


HEY, GUARD! 

THAT KID IS 

BUILDING A 
DRAGON SHRINE’ 


DON’T THE RULES 
APPLY TO HER? 


ISN’T THAT 
THE MARKET 
SQUARE?/ 


WE HAVE TO 
SAVE HIM? 


{e) 
KNOW THE 
RULES. YOU 
CAN’T GET IN 
WITHOUT A 
PERMIT. 


GRAN’MA, THAT 
LITTLE GIRL WHO 
HELPED US - - 
TANEAL - - 
SHE’S SETTING UP 
A SHRINE RIGHT 
IN FRONT OF A 
SOLDIER! 


123 


L’LL SAVE HIM - ~ 
yOU BOTH STAY 
HERE AND 
DON’T MOVE! 


THORN, GET 
DOWN BEHIND? THE 
PARAPET AN? 
STAY PUT 
UNTIL I GET 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


HEY, KID’ I’VE WARNED YOU 
ABOUT THOSE SHRINES I MEAN IT, 
BEFORE - - THORN’ 
TAKE IT DOWN OR STAY DOWN! 
I’LL BREAK YOUR 


I’M OPENING 
THE GATE - - 


WAIT’LL £ 
GET MY HANDS 
ON YOU - - 


ALL YOU BRATS DO ... SUST TO GET 
THIS ON PURPOSE - - ME IN TROUBLE. 
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THE CROWN OF HORNS 
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THE CROWN OF HORNS 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


im 


NW  ) 
: LN THAT WAS TOO 
Z GH FOR A 
(= CHILD. 
2 »\ 
fom 


WHEN “TARSIL FINDS You-- 
YOURE DEAD GIRL.’ 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


WHERE ARE 
You 7 TM 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


WHERE’S THE WHICH ONE? THEY’RE 
BONE CREATURE ] | THE SOLDIERS ea 
WHO WAS ARRESTED THE 
HERE? BOTH OF THEM 
JUST BEFORE 
THE RIOT 
BROKE OUT! 


IT’S ALL RIGHT, 
TANEAL. 
ARE YOU HURT? 


YOU SHOULDN’T SHE’S RIGHT, RASH? WELL, THAT 
HAVE DONE THORN. GUY DIDN’T 
THAT- - REVEALING KNOW JACK. 
THEY WILL A YOURSELF 
KILL YOU NOW. € LIKE THAT 
A WAS- - 
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THE CROWN OF HORNS 


TH 


we WiC PRINCESS. 


BE CAREFUL, MEN. 


WHEN THEY STOP : 
RESISTING, GET THEM (0) 
TO THEIR FEET. 
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THE CROWN OF HORNS 


YOU ARE UNDER 
ARREST, WITCH, FOR 
THE CRIME OF 
PRAGON WORSHIP. 


BRING THEM 
INSIDE ~ - 


THE PAWANS? 
{ HOW’? THEY GET ¢ 
») soctose  |\ 
(| witHouT BEING] 
\ SEEN? 4 


THE PUNISHMENT 
IS BEING 
BURNED ALIVE 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 


THE WARNING 
ORNS. 


TWENTY 
THOUSAND THERE’S 


AT LEAST! SOMETHING 
ELSE WITH THEM- - 
Te GREAT HULKING 
| JUST THE 
PAWANS/ 
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THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


WHAT 
ABOUT 


THE 
COURTYARD? 


THEY’VE 
GONE TO SOIN 
THEM ON | | 
THE WALLS’ & y | WATER! 


ONLY WHAT 
YOU CAN 


NOT HOI CARRY ...- 


CANNOT HOLD 
MUCH 
LONGER. 


WW ‘ C44, \i.. 
el 


7] _ 
ee \ R 


THEY’VE 
ENTERED THE 
COURTYARD, 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


4 =.) ». WHERE ARE WE 
GO'INGY 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


THERE IS FIGHTING WE WON’T MAKE 
IN THE STREETS - - IT. THE RAT 
CREATURES ARE 
YOUR MAJESTY, YOU CLOSING IN/ 
MUST LEAVE THE CITY. 


I CAN TAKE THEM THAT WON’T BE EASY- - BUT 
TO MY SISTER. WE HAVE NO OTHER CHOICE. I 
WILL LEAD THE MONSTERS AWAY, 
WHILE YOU MAKE FOR THE 
SECRET PATH. 


FOLLOW BRIAR! SHE WILL 
DELIVER YOU TO ROSE AND 
THE RED DRAGON! a 


YOU ARE SAFE! @@ SHE |S HERE. LET US 
WHERE IS MY HURRY TO DEREN GARD 
GRANDDAUGHTER? 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


QUICKLY! 


y THERE ARE 
Ml SOUNDS IN 
ah. THE PASS 4 


IT CANNOT 
BE! 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


YOU MUST TURN ¥ , 
BACK. ay) = HURRY! 


I WitL GO b ! 3 HE 
ON WITH THE GIRL. & ao |S WAITING! 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


BE STILL, 
LITTLE ONE. 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


YOU MUST GO INTO DEREN GARD. 
YOU WILL BE SAFE THERE UNTIL I 
CAN RETURN. _ 


DO NOT 
FOLLOW ME. 


Ye 
oo 


kK 
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THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


wlll! 


‘ \ ! : ' } By, 


ys 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


WE STILL HAVE A LONG 
WAY TO GO. YOU MAY 
CLIMB ON MY BACK. 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


COME HERE, 
THORN. 


WHAT DO YOU SEE 
OVER THERE... 


ARE YOU 
SURE? 


WHAT ELSE 


PERHAPS 
you HAVE 
SEEN 
ENERYTHING. 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


IT IS TOO BRIGHT. 
I CANNOT SEE ANYTHING. 


WAIT... L SEE 
A WATERFALL. 


BUT IT IS 
FROZEN. 


WHY BPO YOU 
FORCE ME TO 
LOOK, PRAGON? 
I TOLD yOu 
IT |S TOO 
BRIGHT TO 
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THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


you MUST 
HURRY. 


fT, 


WW UW / WEAZ. VE 
Wa fle ZA 4b 
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THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


WHAT 
HAPPENED? 


TARSIL’S SOLDIERS BEAT 
THE TAR OUT OF US AND 
LOCKED US IN THE DUNGEON. 
YOU MUST’VE BLACKED OUT 
OR SOMETHING. 


L HAD THE YEAH. THE ONE WHERE 
DREAM AGAIN. MY PARENTS GIVE ME 
TO THE PRAGONS. 


SAME ONE YOU’NVE 
HAP SINCE yOu 
WERE A KID? 


IT WAS WEIRD... 
FOR THE FIRST TIME 
EVER, T SAW MY 
MOTHER’S 
FACE... 


THE DUNGEON 


BUT WHEN THE DRAGONS TOOK 
ME TO THE UNDERGROUND 
CHAMBER FULL OF LIGHT, 
I STILL COULDON’T MAKE OUT 
WHAT THEY WERE 
TRYING TO SHOW ME. 


AND THE PARAPET 


SHE WENT 
TO RESCUE 
PHONEY BONE 
AND DOESN’T 
HAVE ANY IDEA 
WHAT HAPPENED 


WELL, IT’S A CINCH. 


BRIAR ANP THE 
RAT CREATURES! 
THEY’RE COMING TO 
ATTACK US/ 


WE HAVE TO 
GET OUT OF HERE 
ANP? HELP 
GRAN’MA BEN’ 
SHE CAN’T 
DEFEND THE CITY 


BY HERSELF - - 


WE CAN’T DO A THING 
ABOUT IT FROM 
HERE. 


WE WERE UP ON 
THE RAMPARTS 
LOOKING FOR - - 


HOW IRONIC 
THAT 
WE’RE TRYING 
TO SAVE THE 
CITY, AND 
THE CITY’S 
OWN SOLDIERS 


ARE TRYING TO 


STOP US’ 


I THINK ONE OF MY 
TEETH IS - - 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


WHAT ARE WE 
OH, FONE BONE. ae oe? 


DON’T WORRY, 
THORN, WE’LL 
GET OUT 
OF THIS 
OKAY ~- - 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


HE7 You! 


CLEAR THE 
RAMPARTS! 


nm a , 
CS iu 


—“TTTtitt Leo 
———— N 
aun 


\ 


CAN’T YOU SEE WE’RE 
UNDER ATTACK? 
SEEK SHELTER WITH THE 
OTHER OLD WOMEN - - 


= ap: 
mT 


ro 


\ 
, 
Y y 


Y 
your MAJESTY! 
WE HEARD YOU WERE 


I CAN SEE THERE’S NO EYE SYMBOL 
ON YOUR HOODS, BUT I DON’T HAVE 
TIME TO PLAY, BOYS... 
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THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


> . 
WE ARE NOT VEPU/ OUR WEAPONS ARE 

YOURS, HIGHNESS. 
WE SERVE ONLY 


YOUR LONG REIGN AS 
MASTERS OF THE baad HAS 
COME TO AN E 


OPEN THE GATES AND SURRENDER . 
WE OFFER YOU 
ONE CHANCE TO LIVE... OPPOSE US AND DIE! / 


Rett 
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THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


IF YOU WANT TO 
calla? tail GET OUT YOUR 

TINDERBOXES AND 

STRIKE ME A FARE. 


WHY SHOULP WE ANSWER TO WHO PARES APPROACH THE 

A MOB THAT GATHERS WORLD’S MIGHTIEST CITADEL 
AT OUR POORSTEP? WITH A RAGTAG ARMY OF 
HILLPEOPLE? 


‘ ANP I HAVE A FAR GREATER 
CLAIM TO THIS CITY THAN YOU, 
O TARSIL THE USURPER .... 


I AM 
THE PRINCESS BRIAR .... 
AND I HAVE COME TO RECLAIM 
MY KINGDOM. 


WIFE. 


bh 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


Z WARN YOU FOR THE LAST TIME... LAY DOWN YOUR FAMILY NO LONGER RULES HERE. 
TAKE YOUR BLACK ARMY AND LEAVE! 


YOUR ARMS AN? SURRENDER UNCONDITIONALLY. 
THIS ARMY 
z yOu PO NOT 
IS PROTECTED BY FRIGHTEN 
THE LORD OF THE LOCUST ¥ ae pp . 
AND CANNOT BE poshyh 4 Le 
DEFEATED... 


YES ...I THOUGHT YOU WOULD 
SAY THAT .... 2 SEE 
THERE IS STILL MUCH TO 
TEACH YOU ABOUT 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


WHAT IS 
SHE 
DOING? 


AREN’T I 
HANDSOME? 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


Ah! 
AS 


INA 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


ARCHERS FORWARD/ USE YOUR PIKES 
Na!) To PUSH BACK THEIR LADDERS! 
on C , 


fg My | \ & NY N W. 
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THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


DO YOU HEAR THAT? 


I THINK THE WAR 
HAS STARTED... 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


AN ANYBODY HEAR ME?/ 
Ll} iS WE HVE To GET Out 
Za oF HERE! 


WE HEAR YA, 
cuz! 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


SIILEY/ 


WHERE ARE YOU? 


THERE AREN’T ANY GUARDS 
LEFT! THEY ALL TOOK OFF 
WHEN THE FIGHTIN’ 
STARTED. 


THEY 
MUST’VE GONE 
TO JOIN 
THE BATTLE. 


NOBODY? 


HOW ARE WE 
SUPPOSED TO 
GET OUT IF 
NOBODY KNOWS 
WHERE WE 
ARE?/ 


WE’RE TRAPPED! 
WE’RE GONNA DIE! 


OF COURSE 
HE DOES, LUNKHEAD, 
MOVE OVER! 
LET ME TALK IN 


OR GONE TO HIDE’ 
EITHER WAY, THIS 
PLACE IS UNGUARPED. 
ALL WE GOTTA 
DO IS WAIT 
FOR GRAN’MA BEN 
TO BUST US 
OUTTA HERE! 


PHONEY/ 
CAN YOU SEE 
ANY GUARDS 
FROM WHERE 

YOU ARE? 


GRAN’MA 
DOESN’T 
KNOW WHERE 
WE ARE. 
NOBODY 


LISTEN, GUYS ~ - 
WE HAVE TO 
KEEP OUR HEADS. 
THERE’S A WAR 

GOING ON, ANP 
GRAN’MA COULD 
BE IN TROUBLE. 

IT’S UP TO US ~~ 


THE DUNGEON 


Y’KNOW WHAT? 


LI FIGURE? OUT 
WHERE THE 
TREASURE IS... 
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AND THE PARAPET 


THAT’S RIGHT, AN’ HALF OF IT 
IS YOURS IF YOU GET ME 
OUT OF HERE... 


WHY, Z OUGHTA - - 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


WHAT’S 


HEART? 


WHOA, WAIT A MINUTE. 
THE OLD HAIRY-NOSED HEADMASTER 
TOLD US TO FORGET 
ABOUT THE CROWN OF HORNS ... 


PEOPLE ARE 
HE SAIP IT PANICKING ... 


WAS DANGEROUS! 
WE HAVE TO 
GET OUT - - 


CONFUSION 
EVERY WHERE. 
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Were COMES 
ANOTHER ONG! 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


THE ENEMY IS GATHERING 
FOR AN ATTACK ON OUR LEFT 
FLANK - - WHERE OUR FORCES 

ARE WEAKEST. 


LET’S GO - - WHY ARE YOU STILL IS THE ORDER OF THE 
DO AS MUCH DAMAGE STANPING THERE? EYE WITH US OR 
pale eS AS YOU HEARD THE QUEEN! AGAINST US? 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


DO NOT EXPECT BUT EVEN WITH ALL THE 


Mie Welles Gor pend omnes DISCIPLES OF VENU FIGHTING 
YOUR EXILED QUEEN, CIRCUMSTANCES - - 
lant BROTHER. WE ARE WITH YOU. AS ONE... 


...Z AM AFRAID THE ENEMY’S NUMBERS WILL 
OVERWHELM US. 


STAY TOGETHER! DON’T 
LET THEM SEPARATE YOU! 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


NA kd 


THAT’S IT - - 
HOLD HER... 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


7 WHAT ARE f TRYING TO 
VOU PONG?! GET OUT. 


YOU KNOW I’D GRAB THIS WHEN YOU WRESTLED 
FOLLOW YOU CHAIN - - MAYBE WITH THE LOCUST IN 
ANYWHERE - - WE CAN PULL IT YOUR DREAMS, YOU 
BUT THE CROWN LOOSE. WERE INFECTED. . . 
OF HORNS |S 
OFF-LIMITS! 


IF YOU SO MUCH AS 
TOUCH THE CROWN 
OF HORNS, IT 
COULD SET OFF A 
CHAIN REACTION! 


; MY NOTES NOT. 
HAVE TOLD TO FIN 
CHAIN REACTION . IF IT WAS GOING TO 


THAT WILL KILL 
EVERY THING! KILL EVERYTHING. 
LET’S TRY 


AGAIN. 


BUT YOU BO 
THINK THE 
CHAIN 
REACTION 
WILL KILL THE 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


ITs A SACRED 
OBJECT THAT 

SHUNT ARE] BELONGS TO THE 
rer teh DRAGONS. IF 
iS L CAN FIND IT, 


ABOUT? 
WHAT KINDA I CAN a THE 


YOU THINK IT Wibe THAT MEANS IT WILL 
KILL THE LOCUST. KILL YOU, TOO. 


DOESN’T IT 
MEAN THAT? 


THE LOCUST IS PART 
OF YOU NOW. 


HELP ME GET 
THIS SHACKLE 
OFF. 


IT DOES MEAN THAT? 


PROMISE ME YOU 
WON’T DO IT! 
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THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


YES, HELLO’! IT IS ME/ 
PO YOU REMEMBER MY 
BROTHER? HE IS GETTING 
YOUR COUSINS OUT 
OF THE CELL NEXT 
TO YOURS’ 


MR. BONE! 
SISTER THORN! 


WHILE I WORK 
ON THE BARS UP 
HERE, YOU 
KNOCK THE 
CHAINS OFF. DO NOT MAKE 
A SOUND! 


SOMETHING IS HAPPENING 
ON THE FAR SIDE OF 
THE COURTYARD - - 
MANY SOLDIERS ARE GATHERING. 


I MUST HIDE, 


PLEASE... STAY 
QUIET UNTIL I 
COME BACK. 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


7 FONE BONE’ 

SISTER THORN, WE’RE OUT 

WE ARE BACK... . THANKS TO 
y THESE TWO - - 


HEY - - 
WHAT ’S 
GOIN’ ON 

DOWN 

THERE? 


t ; Z 5 
OT ) YY auick, \| 7. sister, r OVERHEARD 
THORN'S NoT A KID’ THE SOLDIERS BEFORE 
BREATHING! ) <A oimme tH’ THEY RAN AWAY- - 
nt /\ HAMMER! / THEY SAID SOMETHING 
4 ge : 4 BAD HAD HAPPENED. . . 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


AN? YOUR GRANDMOTHER WAS 
SEEN FIGHTING NEARBY, 
_ BUT SHE WAS OVERWHELMED 


BY THE ENEMY WHO POURED 
ONER THE PARAPET! 


> ey 
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THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


oS 


Z’LL CUT HER 
HEAD OFF! 


SO 


GET OUT OF THE WAY- - 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


A, / | Va 


Si 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


RUN! WE CAN'T 
FIGHT THAT,’ 


( NOTHING TO FEAR, YOUR HIGHNESS. 
JUST A SIMPLE VISION TO 
CHASE OFF OUR ENEMIES. 


MERMIE! THANK 
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YOUR MASESTY, THANK 
THE STARS YOU ARE SAFE! 


TEACHER, WHERE 
IS MY GRAND- 
DAUGHTER? 


WE THOUGHT 
SHE WAS WITH 
yo 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


WHAT ARE WE ae rae 
DOING HERE? SHOW YA... 
WE DON’T KNOW 
HOW TO FIGHT! 7 FIRST THING 
WE NEED IS 
TA A SHIELD - - 
w \ \—— 3 4 


SEE? 
WHAT’P £ 
TELL YOU? 


GOOP TO SEE YOU, 
PRINCESS. COVER YOUR 
EYES, PLEASE. 


<| 
ALL OF THEM. 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


an U/ 
7) fi ) 


LET ME KISS HEY! WE DID IT! 
THEY’RE RUNNING 
YOUR FACE! peatecl 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


THE RAT CREATURES AND THE PAWANS 
ARE RETREATING,’ 


TEACHER! YOUR DPREAM-VISIONS 
FRIGHTENED OFF THE ENTIRE 
INVASION FORCE! 


EVEN POWERFUL VISIONS J I DO NOT KNOW, BUT CLEARLY 
LIKE MERMIE’S CAN ONLY BE SEEN YOUR SISTER CALLED THEM 
BY SMALL GROUPS AT A TIME. BACK FOR A REASON. 


THE DUNGEON AND THE PARAPET 


SOMETHING |S HAPPENING JM tucy ee Vn WHAT IS IT, THORN? 
TO THE STARS... ga : IT LOOKS LIKE THE 
STARS ARE GOING Our. 


THEY’RE ONLY GOING 
OUT FOR US. 


NW GHOST CIRCLES 
NM ARE DESCENDING 
ML AROUND THE CITY. 


i\ W \ 
“Yi ) <ul 
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LOOK AGAIN 
INTO THE 
LIGHT. 


WHAT PO YOU 
SEE? 
T-- 


IT |S TOO 
BRIGHT. 


I’M SORRY... 


A 


WHEN THE WORL? 
WAS NEW, 
AN? DREAMS HAP 


NOT YET 
RECEDED FROM THE 
WAKING DAY... 


... DRAGONS RULED ) 
THE EARTH. 


THE FIRST 
DRAGON 
WAS A QUEEN 
NAME? MIM. 


MIM WAS 
KEEPER 
OF ALL 

WHO 

DREAMED. 


THE DREAMING 
BY ENCIRCLING 
THE WORLD 
ANP HOLDING 
HER TAIL 
IN HER 
MOUTH ... 


AS LONG AS MIM 
HELD HER TAIL IN THIS WAY, 
THERE WOULD BE BALANCE 

BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH, 
ANP GOOP ANP EVIL... 


AND THE 
DREAMING 
WOULD 
FLOURISH. 
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MIM WATCHED THE PREAMING WITH CARE, 
AND ALL CREATURES LIVED TOGETHER IN 


PEACE AND HARMONY. 


ZLAFZz, 


UNTIL ONE DAY, A SPIRIT KNOWN 
ONLY AS THE LOCUST 
BECAME UNHAPPY. 


THE LOCUST WAS A NIGHTMARE 
CREATURE WITHOUT SHAPE OR FORM 
WHO COULP EXIST ONLY 

IN THE SPIRIT WORLD. 


THE LOCUST ENTERED 
HER MIN? AND THE QUEEN q@N 
WENT MAD. \ 


WAS LOST, AND 
THE WORLD 
GREW 


TO MOVE ON THE FACE 
OF THIS WORLD, 
HE MUST TAKE 
POSSESSION OF 
A MORTAL 
BEING’S 


HE CHOSE THE MOST 
POWERFUL MORTAL OF 
ALL - - MIM, QUEEN 

OF THE DRAGONS. 


x ih 
SNF 


BALANCE \ \ 


THE DREAM BECAME 
A NIGHTMARE. 


59 


TO SAVE THE WORLD, THE OTHER DRAGONS 
WERE FORCED TO MOVE AGAINST HER. 


: = 
4 
A TERRIBLE BATTLE ENSUED. 


AS THE DRAGONS FOUGHT, 
THEY CRASHED BACK AND? FORTH 
PUSHING UP ROCKS 
AN? MOUNTAINS. 


ON AN? ON THEY STRUGGLED, UNTIL AT LAST 
WITH MANY VALIANT THE PRAGONS PESPAIRED 
DRAGONS LOSING THEIR OF SAVING THEIR 
LIVES... QUEEN, AN? WERE FORCED 
TO TAKE DESPERATE 
MEASURES. 


WHERE TH’ HECK ARE WE 
GOING, SMILEY? 
WE’RE SITTING DUCKS 
UP HERE’ 


DID THEY RUN FAR?! 
ARROWS GO A LONG 
WAY, YOU KNOW. 


DON’T WORRY, PHONEY! 


THE RAT CREATURES 
RAN AWAY WHEN THE 
GHOST CIRCLES 
APPEARED. 


I GUESS THAT’S WHAT 
GRAN’MA BEN WANTS 
TO CHECK OUT... 


GAPS 


THE ENEMY HASN’T WHAT ABOUT THE THEY RING 
GONE AWAY... GHOST CIRCLES? THE CITY 
THEY’VE GATHERED COMPLETELY. 
INTO FOUR CAMPS. WE’RE 
SURROUNDED. 
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GAPS 


EVEN AROUN? . OHMYGOSH, WE’RE TRAPPED! 
THE CLIFFS? < CAN THE GHOST CIRCLES 
if] | HURT US? 


YES, _— | 
AND THEY } ff THE GHOST CIRCLES 
ARE VERY | & CAN COME NO NEARER 
CLOSE... FOR THE MOMENT. 


THERE IS TOO MUCH bIFE BRIAR MUST BE USING THE CIRCLES 
IN THIS CITY. PRINCESS BRIAR TO KEEP US FROM ESCAPING - - 
DOES NOT HAVE THE STRENGTH (7 THE ONLY OPENINGS ARE DIRECTLY 
TO SNUFF IT OUT... 


FOR THAT, SHE 
WILL NEED HER MASTER, 
THE LOCUST. | 


THERE ARE FOUR GAPS. THE FIRST IS IN THE WEST, 

ONE FOR EACH ARMY... UNDER SINNER’S ROCK. THE OTHER THREE 
\. ARE SPACED OUT ACROSS THE PLAIN 
~~ = TO THE EASTERN MOUNTAINS. 
ed 
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GAPS, EH? 
THAT’S 


INTERESTING. . . 


WHAT’S HE 
DOING SNEAKIN’ 
AROUND HERE? 


WE MAY NOT NEED 
TO WORRY- - 
ROGUE JA IS A 
MOUNTAIN CREATURE. 
I DON’T THINK 
HE’LL TAKE SIDES IN A 
VALLEY CONFLICT. 


GAPS 


THORN, LOOK 
PAST THE 
GHOST CIRCLES - - 


IS 
ANYTHING ELSE |] 
OUT THERE? / 


DON’T WE HAVE 
ENOUGH TROUBLE 
WITHOUT HIM STICKIN’” 
HIS NOSE IN?! 


REALLY. i} HE’ 
HE ATTACKED A oie cae 
YOU ANP YOU CAN’T 
THORN ~ ~ ALWAYS 
SOUNDS LIKE EXPLAIN 
HE PICKED 
SIDES TO 
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WAIT- - YES! 


THERE 1S 
SOMETHING. .. 


HE’S UP IN 
THE EASTERN 
FOOTHILLS... 


THORN, PLEASE 
SEARCH BEYOND 
ROGUE JA... 
YOU KNOW WHAT 
I’M LOOKING 
FOR. 


GAPS 


I’M SORRY, GRAN’MA. THERE ARE TOO IT’S NOT 
THERE’S NO SIGN OF LUCIUS MANY GHOST 
OR THE WARRIORS CIRCLES TO 
FROM OLD MAN’S CAVE. SEE IN THAT 
DIRECTION - - 


MY SISTER IS DETERMINED 
TO DESTROY EVERYONE I LOVE. 
ESPECIALLY LUCIUS. 


INO © CANE EGP HER! YOU WANT ME? IF Z COME OUT THERE, 
DEATH CAN’T ee HER - - WILL YOU LEAVE EVERYONE ELSE ALONE?/ 


TAKE IT EASY, 
GRAN’MA? 
YOU CAN’T BLAME 
YOURSELF FOR 
WHO YOU’RE 
RELATED TO’ 


DON’T WORRY, YOUR HIGHNESS’ FEAR WEAKENS THE 
GRAN’MA. L’VE JUST HAD A SPIRIT, WHICH IS OUR 
( LUCIUS WILL TROUBLING \ ONLY COUNTERBALANCE 
BE OKAY. THOUGHT. é AGAINST THE GREAT 
EMPTINESS OF THE 
YOUR SISTER a HOUSE OF MIST. 
COULP BE TRYING 
TO USE THE IF THE BALANCE EVER 
GHOST CIRCLES TIPPED TOO FAR - - 
TO CREATE FEAR. 
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GAPS 


IS EVERYONE WE’RE LUCKY THE 


ALL RIGHT? 


IT’S MY GRANPPAUGHTER! 


ANYONE HURT WE NEED TO 
UP HERE? GET HER DOWN TO 
THE ARMORY! 


NOW THAT YOU ARE IN 
CHARGE, THEY ARE AFRAID 
THEY WILL LOSE THEIR THEY'RE 


PRIVILEGES - - . NEGOTIATING?/ 


SOMETHING’S 
HAPPENING ~ ~ 


WALLS DION’T 
COLLAPSE! 


YOUR MAJESTY, 
THE VEDU HAVE TAKEN 
OVER THE ARMORY 
AND WON’T LET 
ANYONE IN. 


MANY PRIVILEGES, AMONG 
THEM BONUS WAGES 
DURING BATTLE - - 
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THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
WRONG WITH 


WHAT ?/ 

I THOUGHT THE 
VEPU 
WERE ON 
OUR SIDE’ 


ANYTHING! WE 
NEED TO GET IN 
THE ARMORY 


GAPS 


VY 
WE’VE TRIED, BUT THEY 
, WITHOUT THE TREASURE, 


TARSIL HIP THE TREASURE YOUR PROMISES ~ - 
AN? TOOK THE SECRET 
TO HIS GRAVE ~- - 


ey GET THOSE FONE BONE! 
VEDU OUT OR I’/VE 
Hey | DEAL / = GOT A 
WITH ME/! ZX 
GA ‘> 


HANG ON! 


T’S 


GAPS 


SMILEY AN’ I KNOW ’ WHAT? YEAH, CUZ’ WHAT PLANET ARE 
WHERE THE TREASURE IS ARE YOU THIS IS IT YOU ON, PHONEY? 
... ALL WE HAVE TO TALKING WE’RE GOIN WE’/RE NOT 
DO IS LOAD IT ON A CART AND TO HOME! GOING , 
SNEAK IT OUT THROUGH ONE ’ NY WHERE: 
OF THE GAPS IN THE : 
GHOST CIRCLES! 


C’MON, SMILEY! 
HE’S GONNA MEET 
US AT THE 
OKAY, WE’LL GET THE 
TREASURE ... YOU MEET US 
AT THE MAIN GATE IN 
THIRTY MINUTES! 


=> 
4 MERMIE IS GUITE WHAT PO YOU TERROR WEAKENS YOUR SISTER IS USING 
CONCERNED EXPECT OUR SPIRIT, THE GHOST CIRCLES 
ABOUT THE AMOUNT FROM THEM? TIPPING THE TO FORCE A BREACH 
OF FEAR THAT IS THE CITY’S BALANCE IN IN THE DREAMING - ~ 
BEING RAISED AMONG IN FLAMES - - THE ENEMY’S 
OUR PEOPLE. Ye’ THE LOCUST 
COULD 
ESCAPE. 


Y iF WE DO NOT RESTORE ORDER WOE = 4 
IMMEDIATELY, THE LOCUST : Cy 
WILL GET OUT AND SEEK 
THE MORTAL FLESH SS 
OF A NEW HOST? 
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WHAT IF THE 
TREASURE ISN’T 


IN THE WELL? OF COURSE 


IT’S IN THE 
WELL/ 


WHY ELSE WOULD 
TARSIL MAKE UP THAT 
STORY ABOUT THE 
POISONED GROUND 
WATER? 

HE WAS TRYIN’ 
TO SCARE 
PEOPLE! 


SCARE ‘EM 
AWAY FROM THE 
TREASURE, HUH? 


NO! HE’S A RAT 
CREATURE, 


EXACTLY. NOW WE DON’T 
HAVE MUCH TIME - - 
YOU GO TO THE BARN 
AND GET THE HAY CART, 
THEN MEET ME 
BACK HERE! 


OKAY! OKAY! BRING 
HIM! SUST GET 
TH’ CART/ 


WERE INA 
HURRY 


GAPS 


THORN, BABY, LOOK 


ME -- 
ili YES, GRAN’MA. 


ARE YOU ALL I’M FINE’ THE LOCUST 
RIGHT? HAS FOUN? A NEW HOST, 
P BUT IT ISN’T 
ME. 


ZL THOUGHT THE WHOLE HE FOUND A THE GHOST CIRCLES HAVE TIPPED THE 
DEAL WAS HE NEEDED VENI-YAN-CARI BALANCE OF THE DREAMING ENOUGH FOR 
YOU TO BE HIS HOST FAR MORE THE LOCUST TO FREE HIMSELF - - AND 
BECAUSE YOU’RE THE A POWERFUL HIS ORIGINAL HOST. 
VENI-YAN-CARI. THAN ME. 
MERMIE WAS HIS 
RIGHT... ORIGINAL 


THE EARTHQUAKE WE 
HOST WAS MIM... FELT WAS THE CRUST 
THE QUEEN WHO OF THE EARTH BREAKING 
past wee TURNED TO OPEN - - SPEWING GAS, 
EQUAL TO THE 2 DIRT, ANP LOCUSTS. 
BURDEN. LI SAW IT IN 
A VISION. 


RIGHT NOW THERE iS 
A SWARM OF LOCUSTS 
AS WIDE AS THE 
VALLEY HEADED THIS 
WAY, AND 

INSIDE IT... 


reelSA 
GIANT 
DRAGON. 
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GAPS 


SHE’S STILL ALIVE. 
THAT’S WHY THE DRAGONS 
LEFT US - - THEY DON’T 
WANT TO FACE THEIR 
QUEEN. 


YOUR MATESTY- - IF IT IS 
MIM, AN? SHE |S UNDER THE 
LOCUST’S SPELL, EVERYTHING 
IN HER PATH WILL BE 
DESTROYED! 
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GRAB THAT 
CHAIN AN’ 
PULL IT 
UuP/ 


NO, BARTLEBY’ NOW HOW MUCH IS PLENTY! 
GET BACK IN THERE. DOWN THERE? GET A HAMMER 
WE’RE NOT TAKING ANY AN’ OPEN ONE 
CHANCES ON YOU te 
BEING SEEN/ 


eee \WH00 Hoo! 
JEWELS? SycK fot 


| 


TN 


Ore, 
yy AY 


GAPS 


OH, WAIT’LL THEY IT’S ALMOST RIGHT! LET’S GET THE 
GET A LOAD OF THIS TIME TO MEET REST OF THIS BOOTY 


BACK HOME! L’LL BE FONE BONE AT ON THE CART AN? 


THE RICHEST BONE IN THE GATE. GET OUT 
OF HERE’ 


BONEVILLE 
AGAIN’ 


SWEET, SWEET 
JEWEL-ENCRUSTEP 


wo # fe a ’ GRAN MA! 00K! 


THORN, < wh 


THE RAT CREATURES 
ARE COMING THROUGH = SOUND THE 
RPC \°” vorns/ 


THEY’RE 
ATTACKING! 
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GAPS 


a = 
[\— 


N\A () 
EF 


HE HAS TO. 
WHEN WE 
WERE IN THE 
GHOST 
CIRCLES 
HE SWORE A Y 
SOLEMN OATH 
TO ME 


HE’D LEAVE 
WHENEVER 
m I SAID. 


WHAT IF 
THEY WON’T 
GONNA WORK? J OPEN THE 

WHAT IF 

FONE BONE 
DOESN’T MEET 

US AT THE 
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SEE THIS 
LITTLE BEAUTY? 
WE’LL BUY OUR 


Uey/ HOW D od oer wakes Weone 


CAN T you ‘SEE WITH YOU? 
WE’RE UNDER ATTACK? 


vf 
TWO DAYS AGO YOU i IT’S TOO LATE 
WERE YELLING AT US OR THAT. 
TO LET YOU IN TO 
FIND YOUR MISSING 
HAY CART! 


/ . Y 7, 7 , 
it Cel TERT 
. x Ss \)> 


re 


Z’LL ARREST YOU, IF 
Gee oun? YOU DON’T WATCH IT, 
: TROUBLEMAKER’ 


TS soci) OW DID It GET 
BARILEDY. INSIDE THE. 
\ WALLS ? 


WATCH THAT 
SIDE - - 


iL Kil 
} iT! , 


l 
HONE 


MY TREASURE - - 
MY TREASURE ... 


4 GET THE 


CREATURE! 
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GAPS 


\7 
!” tWAS SO CLOSE... 
* HAD THE TREASURE IN 
MY HANDS .... , 


IT DOES SO 
BELONG TO ME’ 
L FOUND IT! 


FINDING IT 
DOESN’T MAKE 
IT YOURS! 


WEREN’T FOR ME 
THAT TREASURE 
WOULD BE 
LOST FOREVER! 
NOBODY ELSE 
COULD’VE FOUND IT/ 
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COULP you 
FIND THE 
CROWN 
OF 
HORNS? 


THE TREASURE - - ? 


YOU'RE RISKING 
ALL OUR LIVES 
FOR 
TREASURE THAT 
DOESN’T EVEN 
BELONG TO 


SPARE ME’ YOU AN’ 
YOUR TINGLING 
SCALP- - YOU’RE 
THE WORLD’S 
GREATEST 
TREASURE HUNTER! 


THORN, YOU 
PROMISED ME - - 
Iv’S TOO 
DANGEROUS’ 


BESIDES, 
NOBODY KNOWS 
WHERE IT IS/ 
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Z DO. 


IT’S HIDDEN 
IN THE SACRED 
BURIAL GROUNDS 
OF THE 
DRAGONS. f IT’S JUST LIKE 
TARSIL HIDIN’ 
THE TREASURE 
IN THE WELL. 


» A 
Wl tunnk vou! epee |( I » 
Geen GONNA JD |? yeninG For ) 


HERE. B ( conevwie! © 
MERE! Je a \: : 


WELL, £ CANT 


KEEP THT 
PROMISE! 
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MERMIE/ WHICH WAY 
DIP THORN GO? 


RIGHT INTO THE BURNING TOWN! 
SHE SUMED !/ 
Via 
<_) Bigr 


GAPS 


BO SOMETHING, GRAN’MA! 


COME BACK/ = THEY’RE GONNA GET AWAY! 
FONE BONE! 


THE SOUTH TOWER IS UNDER 
HEAVY ATTACK - - MOST OF THE 

PEOPLE DEFENDING IT ARE 
SIMPLE FARMERS’ 


THE SOUTHERN 
GATE WILL BE 
BROKEN IF 
YOU DON’T 
HELP THEM/ 


fi 
of, wo! THERE THEY Go/ 
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GAPS 
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ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


PON’T WORRY, 
FONE BONE. 
WE’LL FIN? HER. 


—_—" SA Z 
SHE HAS TO BE SOMEWHERE 


YEAH, YOU’RE RIGHT. 

IN THE VILLAGE. SHE CAN’T THE RAT CREATURES CONTROL 
GET PAST THE ALL THE GAPS IN THE BARRIER. 

GHOST CIRCLES, RIGHT? ESCAPE’S IMPOSSIBLE. 


SO WE BETTER BE 
CAREFUL ~- - IF WE STEP 
IN THE WRONG PLACE 
WE’LL DISAPPEAR IN A PUFF 
OF SMOKE/ 
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ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


SHE’S PICKING UP A 
SWORP FROM THAT DEAD GUY. 
HURRY, BARTLEBY, LET’S 
CATCH UP TO HER - - 


IT! 
SOLDIERS ARE 
COMING’ 


WE HAVE TO 
TAKE COVER’ 


‘DID YOU SEE THAT?! 
THORN RAN INTO 
A GHOST CIRCLE! 


SPREAP OUT ANP SEARCH 
THE AREA,’ THERE COULD BE 
MORE SURVIVORS, 
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ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


PO YOU THINK I DON’T KNOW. MAYBE SHE IS ALIVE 
THORN IS SHE MIGHT BE ANP? SHE’S GOING 
ALIVE? ABLE TO THROUGH THE 
SURVIVE IN A GHOST CIRCLE TO 
GHOST CIRCLE... ESCAPE THE CITY/ 


SHE DIP IT 
BEFORE. 


YOU IDIOTS.’ IT WARNEP YOU NOW GET BACK TO CAMP 
TO BE CAREFUL/ BEFORE YOU ALL GET EVAPORATED!’ 


/ HEY! THOSE RATS HAVE 
TO GO THROUGH 
ONE OF THE GAPS TO IF THORN PIP SURVIVE, 
REACH THEIR CAMP. SHE’S NOT GONNA SHAKE US 
THAT EASY... 


COME ON! 
I’VE GOT AN IDEA! 
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ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


SS AY \ ALP sm 
a\ 


SN 


AGE “Za 
CZ go 


you CAN 
DO IT, THORN - - 


Pee. 


ll off 


GET ON YOUR 
FEET. 


gust to Y 
THE OTHER | 
Sipe... / 


MY FAMILY ANP I WERE REFUGEES 
TRAPPEP INSIPE THE VILLAGE Ha 
THE GHOST CIRCLES APPEAREP . 
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ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


DE ~~ “a ——>--. BE, Za ——— 
= Sa a 
. ce —- 


ONCE I TOUCH THAT 
SACRED OBJECT, 
THE GHOST CIRCLES WILL 
BE UNDONE - - 
FREEING YOU AND HEALING 
OUR LAND. 


I AM TRYING TO REACH 
TANEN GARD AND FIND 
THE CROWN OF HORNS. 


= 


=e 


YOU CAN BRING 
US BACK TO 


IF I CAN, 
I WILL. 
BUT I MUST 
GET THROUGH 
THE VILLAGE 
FIRST - - 


IT IS THE LOcusT/ 
HE KNOWS YOU 
ARE HERE! 
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ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


WE ARE ALL AT 
HIS MERCY 
IN THIS PLACE/ 


ee 


eS — | ey «ae 
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ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


COMPANY C.’ REPORT’ WE SAW A LONE FEMALE, 
PO YOU HAVE ANY BUT SHE WAS KILLED 
PRISONERS? WHEN SHE STEPPED 
INTOA CIRCLE, 


NEW MARCHING ORPERS ~- ~ 
YOURE GOING TO 
SINNER’S ROCK TO 
REINFORCE THE ATTACK 
ON THE SOUTHERN GATE. 


WHEW! WE MABE IT. , 
WE’RE IN THE oO vibe eee 
ENEMY CAMP. THE MOUNTAINS ... 


AND WE’RE 
THROUGH 
THE 
GAP! 


ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


HEY! WATCH WHERE HOW AM Z SUPPOSED 

YOU’/RE GOING -- TO KNOW WHERE THEY 
THERE’RE GHOST CIRCLES ARE? THEY’RE 
AROUND? HERE SOMEWHERE, INVISIBLE’ 


FONE BONE? HOW DID YOU 
AND BARTLEBY GET OUT OF 
THE CITY? 


SAVE IT. 
WE DON’T 
HAVE MUCH 


ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


DO YOU SEE THAT 
STORM? INSIDE IS THE 
LOCUST IN THE FORM OF MIM, 
THE GREAT QUEEN OF 
THE DRAGONS, 

AND SHE’S 
COMING THIS WAY! 


WE HAVE TO REACH 
TANEN GARP AND FIND THE 
CROWN OF HORNS BEFORE BUT IT TOOK 
THAT STORM GETS HERE! US TWO BAYS TO 
WALK HERE FROM 
TANEN GARD ~ — 


ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


QUEEN ROSE! 
THANK THE STARS 
YOU’NE COME! 


THE ENEMY IS 
USING A 
BATTERING RAM, 
ANP THE GATE 
WON’T HOLP 
MUCH 
LONGER! 


GET EVERYONE BEHIND ME YOUR MAJESTY - -? ARE YOU KIDDING? 
AND GET READY TO OPEN ARE YOU SURE WE CAN VW SHE CAN FIGHT “EM 
THE GATE ON MY FIGHT THEM WITH THIS SINGLE-HANDED IF 
COMMAND, GROUP OF FARMERS? SHE WANTS/ 


THEY CERTAINLY 
WON’T BE 
EXPECTING IT. 
AT LEAST 
SURPRISE IS 
ON OUR SIDE. 
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ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


SPEAKING OF THAT GATES ABOUT 
WAAT ARE YOU To GO! FALL IN/ 
DOING HERE, 


YOU MEN BEHIND ME - - 
GO STRAIGHT FOR THE 
ARMED SOLDIERS WAITING 

TO RUSH 


ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


“2 VE eg 


Ty rd. A/T S. E— as 
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ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


RE RG COM HERSELE (ee 
0 CO monte 
Tell HR ‘ TIME! 
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BREAK THOSE 
LADDERS INTO PIECES 


AND GET THIS GATE 
RE-BARRED. .. 


ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO GO HOME NOW, 
PHONCIBLE P. BONE? 


Y THE TUNNEL IS REAL. IF YOU 
WANT TO GO, ANSWER QUICKLY. 


LI CAN’T 
LEAVE 
WITHOUT 
MY 


COUSINS. 


GOOP. JUST 
CHECKING. 


y NOT FAR FROM WHERE WE 
ARE STANDING IS THE ENTRANCE TO 


A SECRET TUNNEL THAT WILL TAKE 
YOU PAST THE GHOST CIRCLES 
ANP UP TO THE MOUNTAINS ... 
YOU CAN LEAVE FOR BONEVILLE. 


ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


THIS ESCAPE TUNNEL ONCE 
BELONGED TO THE ROYAL FAMILY. 
THE ORIGINAL ENTRANCE WAS 
DESTROYED LONG AGO. 


WHERE ARE 
WE 
GOING? 


ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


I HATE 
SHORT CUTS. 


STOP WORRYING. 
THIS TRENCH HAS TO 
FEED INTO THE 
BURIAL GROUND? GORGE 
SOMEWHERE. 


YOUR FRIEND IS 
CURLED UP IN THE 
MIDPLE OF THE 


ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


“lips 


EE” 


("] 


, “gee” f= WASN'T 
DION’T YOU “SEE « “” 
HIM WHEN WE LOOKS! 
STARTEP THIS 
SHORTCUT? 


WELL, NOW WHAT? 
GO BACK? 
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ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


NO, WE DON’T HAVE TIME. 
WE’LL HAVE TO 


SNEAK PAST HIM. YOU GONNA BE 


OKAY, BARTLEBY? 


SNEAK PAST 


WE’LL GO ONE AT A TIME. 
AND BE CAREFUL NOT TO TOUCH 
HIS WHISKERS! 
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I’M NOT AFRAIP/ 
I’M NOT SCAREP OF 
ANYTHING - ~- 


PRAGONS. ¢€ 


ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 
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ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


BRIAR 
KNEW WE WOULD 
COME HERE TO FIN? 
THE CROWN OF 
HORNS. 


TO GET PAST THE 
ARMY, I’LL NEED 
A DISTRACTION - - 
LET’S TALK 
ABOUT THIS A 
SECOND! 


YES! JUST BEYOND THOSE 
PEAKS IS THE BOTTOMLESS 
PIT OF TANEN GARD - - 
THE DRAGONS’ SACRED 
BURIAL GROUND. 


BUT LOOK 
AT THE ARMY 
THAT’S WAITING 
TO STOP US! 


WHAT PO WE 
PO? ROCK JAW 
IS BEHIN? US/ 


I’M GOING IN, 
FONE BONE. 


YOU CAN HELP 
ME OR NOT. 


ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


OKAY, THEN. YOU AN? BARTLEBY «2+ TRY TO GET AS CLOSE TO THE ARMY 
WORK YOUR WAY ALONG THESE AS YOU CAN, THEN MAKE SOME NOISE 
ROCKS.... LEAD AS MANY AS POSSIBLE 
INTO THE MOUNTAINS. 


wee ey oe GO - - BEFORE YOU HAVE 
LOOKING AT YOu, a ; 
I’/LL SLIP INTO THEIR TIME TO THINK! 
CAMP. 


IVS A 
TERRIBLE PLAN... 


I HATE 
THIS PLAN. 


. + +» SHE’S GOING 
INTO THE PRAGON’S 
GRANEYARP 
ALONE! 


WHAT AM LI DOING?! 
I CAN’T LET HER GO 
ALONE - - 


THORNS WALKING 
OUT To MEET THEM 


ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


ANP WE’bLL BE STUCK 

RUNNING AROUND? THE 

MOUNTAINS WITH AN 
ARMY ON OUR 


YOU KNOW WHAT? 
I’M GOIN’ BACK. 
THIS IS A TERRIBLE 

PLA\ 


STAY BEHINP 
THE ROCKS’ 


ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


SHE CAN’T/ 
THEY’LL 
SEE HER! 


ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


AS 


(tag j) 
iy 


ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


SHE FLEW INTO THE 
DIP YOU SEE THAT? . DRAGONS’ GRAVEYARD PLEASE! 
BONE: WITHOUT ME // WE HAVE TO 


GET OUT OF 
THEY’RE HERE/ 


COMING 


SHE CAN’T BO THAT TO ME’! y A PIECE OF GOLD TO THE ONE 
COME ON’ WE'RE GOING WHO KILLS THE BONE CREATURE’ 


IN AFTER HERS! 


ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


PO YOU SMELL 
THAT? IT’S 
BRIMSTONE. 


THERE ARE PRAGONS 
EVERY WHERE’ 


WE HAVE TO IT’S TOO 
GO IN-- PANGEROUS/ 
THE PRAGONS 
WILL KILL US’ 


IT’S OKAY. WAIT HERE 
FOR ME... 


I’M JUST 
GONNA GET 
THORN AND 

BE RIGHT 

BACK. 


ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


I’M SORRY, 
BONE... 


BE CAREFUL - - 
THE PRAGONS 
ARE REALLY 
ANGRY/ 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


IL THOUGHT 


YOU WERE 
WHAT ARE YOU WATCHING 


DOING? THE 
PRISONERS! 


I’M DOING BETTER Al iS os YOU/RE BAKING FOR THEM 
I’M BAKING Te coalenel WHILE WE’RE UNDER SIEGE?/ 


BUT WE HAVE A FOOD 
SHORTAGE! 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


LI HAD THIS IDEA THAT ALL WE HAVE TO DO IS FEED OUR TWO 
JERE IF THE RAT CREATURES CAPTIVE RAT CREATURES PLENTY OF 
‘ BELIEVE WE CAN HOT, DELICIOUS QUICHE, ANP THEN 
OUTLAST A SIEGE, LET THEM ESCAPE! 


THEY’LL GIVE UP! ON 


PURPOSE? 


! THEN THEY’LL I SEE’ 
0 BACK Ae TELL THE THEY’LL THINK a 9 ee 
OTHERS THAT WE HAVE THE SIEGE “IF YOU REALLY 


|S HOPELESS. WANT TO 
“Our PRISONERS EXT | THERE'S ONLY ONE WeRESS 


THEM, PUT 
LIKE KINGS! THING MISSING. . . A LITTLE DAB 


ON TOP - - 


HEY -- / LI DON’T KNOW WHERE JUST FOLLOW CHOW TIME, 
WE’RE TRYING TO | YOU BONES LEARNED TO MY LEAD, INCARCERATES! 
TRICK THEM, COOK, BUT YOU HAVE TEACHER-MAN/ 
NOT POISON NO SENSE FOR THE 
THEM! SAVORY PLEASURES 
IN LIFE. 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


HERE YOU GO, 
FELLAS. 
PIPING HOT... 
RIGHT OUT OF 
THE OVEN’ 


IS THAT WHAT 
I THINK IT IS? 


MONSTERS 


BUT COMRAPE, I’M 


IT’S YOUR 
FANORITE, 
CUSTARD 
PIE WITH 

CHEESE AND 
BACON, 


NO, COMRAPE,’’ 
BE STRONG! 


OH, WELL’ WE CERTAINLY OH, YES! 
HAVE A LOT OF FOOD A LOT OF 


DON’T EAT 


PROPUCTS/ 
GETA 


STARVING’ OUR ARMY 


EATEN SINCE THE GHOST 
CIRCLES APPEARED’ 


HERE, DON’T WE, TEACH? FOO?! 
A LOT OF FOOD... 


HOLP OF 
YOURSELF’ 


Cite 
OKAY! GING UP! YES! YES” 


GIVE US THE QUICHE // 
WE'RE STARVING-- 


HAVE YOU ALERTED 
QUEEN ROSE? 


MASTER! COME 
RIGHT AWAY. 


A GREAT CLOuUp 
FILLS THE SKY, AND 
SOMETHING LARGE 

IS MOVING 
INSIDE IT’ 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


WHAT? BUT SHE JUST SIR, LT JUST SPOKE 
LED A CHARGE OUT OF WITH MERMIE. SHE HAS 

THE SOUTH GATE - - NOT SEEN THE QUEEN. 
SHE WAS WITH MERMIE! 


ANP MY COUSIN 
PHONEY BONE/ 


CAPTAIN, HAVE YOUR 

MEN SWEEP THE CITY. PHONEY AND 

WE WILL GO TO GRAN’MA BEN 
THE GATE. ARE OKAY. 


NO ONE SAW THE 
GQUUEEN RE-ENTER 
THE GATE? 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


ARE YOU SURE THIS PATIENCE, PHONCIBLE ... 
IS A GOOD IDEA, 
GRAN’MA? 


WE’RE NEAR THE 
DINERGENCE NOW. 


THE ROAD TO THE LEFT IT ALSO LEADS TO DEREN GARD. 
THERE IT GOES TO THE MOUNTAINS, 
Is’ AND EVENTUALLY BACK TO 
THE TWO 


THE PASS ues ent 
YOU HERE FRO, 
TUNNELS ... BONEVILLE. 


IT’S THE PATH 
THORN AND HER 
PARENTS TOOK 
THE NIGHT THEY 

WERE AMBUSHED. 


WHERE DOES 
THE ROAD TO 
THE RIGHT 
GO? 


TO SINNER’S ROCK... 


NOT IF TED 
ARE WE DELIVERED MY 

AND MY SISTER. GONNA FIGHT MESSAGE. 

YOUR SISTER 
AND THE 

RAT ala WITH ANY LUCK 

Y LUCIUS AND THE 
OURSELVES? VENI-YAN WARRIORS 

WILL MEET US 
THERE... 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


SINCE WE CAN’T STOP 
THAT STORM CLOUD 
OF LOCUSTS, OUR 


ONLY HOPE IS TO SHE’S THE 


SLIP BEHIND ENEMY ONE 
LINES AND ATTACK 
MY SISTER BRIAR 

FROM THE REAR... 


CONTROLLING 
ALL OF 
THIS. 


YOU THINK THIS IS A GAME, PHONEY? 
YOU HAVE NO IDEA WHAT THE CROWN 
OF HORNS |S - - OR WHERE IT IS, 
BUT ON A HUNCH, YOU SENT THORN 
SEARCHING FOR IT IN THE DRAGONS’ 

; BURIAL GROUNDS! 


YOU’VE SENT MY 
GRANDDAUGHTER 
ANP YOUR 
COUSIN 


TO 
THEIR BOOM. 
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YEAH, BUT WHY RISK OUR LIVES? 
FONE BONE AND THORN ARE LOOKING 
FOR THE CROWN OF HORNS... ALL 
THEY GOTTA DO IS TOUCH IT AND 
THE EVIL LOCUST-THINGIE DIES ... 


«..OR GETS 
SUCKED INTO ITS 
OWN DIMENSION 

OR 

WHATEVER. 


IT WAS AN 
EDUCATED 
GUESS 
BASED ON 
SOUNP 
PRINCIPLES 
OF WEALTH 
AND 
POWER- - 


NO ONE HAS EVER 
PENETRATED THE 
SULFUR PITS 
OF TANEN GARD AND 
LIVED - - THE DRAGONS 
KILL ALL 
TRESPASSERS. 


THAT’S WHY YOU’/RE 
GOING TO HELP ME STOP 
MY SISTER, IF IT KILLS 
yOU DOING IT. 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


WAIT! WHAT’S THAT? 


WHOA? AM LI GLAD 
TO SEE YOU - - 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


ALL RIGHT, THIS IS 
THE EXIT TO SINNER’S 
ROCK, SO BE 
CAREFUL. 


WE’RE BEHIND 
ENEMY LINES 
NOW - - 


YOU MUST WONPER HOW I DO IT... 


, ff HOW I OUTSMART YOU AGAIN AND AGAIN...- — }] 


WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO KNOW 
MY SECRET? 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


EVER SINCE I WAS A LITTLE GIRL IT’S LIKE BEING THE SMARTEST 
ZL COULD HEAR THE LOCUST WHISPERING TO ME PERSON IN ALL THE WORLD 
INSIDE MY HEAD .... 
DO YOU KNOW WHAT THAT’S LIKE... ? 


ANP YES, I KNOW WHAT YOUR PRECIOUS 
GRANPPAUGHTER IS UP TO.... 
BUT SHE WILL NEVER REACH THE CROWN OF HORNS 


AS I ANTICIPATED YOUR 


SO HAVE 


EVERY MOVE... L 


ANTICIPATED 
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CHAMBER OF HORNS 


WEEEF-HUFF.. 


I HAVE TO WAIT FOR 
THE WATER LEVEL 
TO RISE - - 


HEY! 
WHERE ARE 
THE RAT 
CREATURES 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


THEYRE 
CROSSING 
TO THE OTHER 
SIDE! 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


OHMYGOSH! THE ONLY 
THEY’RE WAY TO WARN HER 
GOING AFTER IS TO JUMP TO 
THORN’ ONE OF THOSE 
BRIDGES - - 


\ 


\¥ \ 
a\\\\ ia 
LET ME 
eNePOw 


YOU MUST KILL ME 
IN ORDER TO REACH 
THE CROWN. 


LOOK KT ME... WAS ONCE A MIGHTY 
KING~- NOW LAM A SLAVE~-A 
PLIPPET WITH NO WILL OF 
MY OWN... 


WHY PO YOU 
STOP ME? 


THE VALLEY 
IS BEING 


EITHER YOU KILL ME 
ORL KILL / 
YOU: 


“Min 
iy |, 


ea 


I WILL NOT 
KILL yOu. 


NOW FOR THE 


| | Goop OF OuR 


PEOPLE, 
STAND ASIDE. 


TWAS THE ONE WHO ATE Your 

PARENTS. Z FED ON YOUR 

MOTHER WHILE SHE WAS 
STIVALIVE. 
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CHAMBER OF HORNS 


ALWAYS 


DID LIKE 
YOU BEST. 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


KINGDOK IS DEAD. HIS JAWS WE HAVE TO 
WON’T 


GET YOU OUT - - 
BUDGE - - RAT CREATURES 
ARE COMING 
RIGHT BEHIND 
ME! 


GET HIM OFF 
Ul 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


HELP ME THIS 
TOUCH THE I HAVE TO 
CROWN OF REACH IT... 

HORNS 
FIRST. 


THE WALL IS THE 
CROWN OF HORNS? 
THAT’S NOT WHAT 

I PICTURED. 


L’LL TOUCH IT. 
I HAVE THE LOCUST 
INSIDE ME, TOO. 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


NOTHING 
HAPPENED. 


WAS SOMETHING WHEN WE WERE 
SUPPOSED TO HAPPEN? INSIDE THE GHOST CIRCLE 


TOGETHER, I TOOK THE 
| Notnt PIECE OF LOCUST 


YNPENED! ! aw ee 


I TOOK THE 


WELL, GIVE IT 
BA 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


> Nil 


HS ycus! 4 ee 
) Be wh a 
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CHAMBER OF HORNS 


Ww TRYING! 
- 17 WON'T 


Ene 


I CAN’T! 
WE HAVE TO KILL IT 
WHILE IT’S STILL 
INSIDE ME’ 


OKAY, THEN - - 
HOLD MY HAND 
TIGHT! 


WHAT ARE 
you _ 


‘ i a i 
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CHAMBER OF HORNS 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


Se ESS 


] ) AN 
PAM AKA. 
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BECAUSE IF 
WE DO, WE 
CAN’T COME 
BACK. 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


THE STORM 
CLOUD 
IS BREAKING 
uP!’ 


AN? 

THE RAT 
CREATURES 
ARE 
RETREATING! 


rf /\ AWA 's 


THE LOCUST I HAVE MEDICINE 
IS DEAD! VICTORY FOR THE QUEEN - - 715 
{S OURS’ 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


WAKE UP/ 
WE HAVE TO 
GO! 


HOLY SMOKES’ 
WHAT’S GOING ON? 
IT FEELS LIKE AN 
EARTHQUAKE - - 


IT’S THE PRAGONS! 
THEY’RE COMING FROM 
ALL DIRECTIONS! 
THAT’S WHY THE 
RAT CREATURES LEFT/ 


HOW MANY PRAGONS 
DID WE WAKE UP? 


WHAT HAPPENED? 
WHERE ARE THE .,_ 
RAT CREATURES? 7 \* Faw 


WE WOKE 
THEM UP 
ANP THEY’RE 
ANGRY. 


HURRY, FONE BONE. 
I’M STARTING TO 
GET SCARED. 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


NOW YOU’RE STARTING 
TO GET SCARED? 


HANG ON, 
T/LL WRAP IT 
REAL TIGHT - - 


LEAVE ME, 
I’/VE FINISHED 
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CHAMBER OF HORNS 


WE’LL BE OKAY, NO... 
YOU’LL SEE! THE DRAGONS 

WILL KILL 

US 22s 


COME ON, 
COME ON... 


NO,’ THORN, 
WAKE UP/ 


PLEASE 
WAKE UP... 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


CLIMB ON 
MY 
BACK. 


per ate EZ 
AON wee 


ZI 


THE OTHER DRAGONS THEY’LL RIP US APART IF 
ARE BLIND WITH RAGE... THEY CATCH US. 
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E THe 
ONE! 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


BARTLEBY! GET AWAY! YIKES’ 
WE WOKE THE HOW MANY 
DRAGONS’ PRAGONS PIP 
YOU WAKE UP? 


CHAMBER OF HORNS 


WAIT - - WHY AREN’T 
THEY BEHIN? US? 
THE DRAGONS CHANGED 
DIRECTIONS - - 


OH, NO’ THEY’RE 
UNDERNEATH US! 


BUT THE LOCUSTS 
ARE DEAD. WHAT’S 
MOVING IT? 


HOMECOMING 


YOUR MAJESTY, 
PLEASE LET ME 
PUT A BANDAGE ON 


"ete" AT QUEEN 
ROSE! 


THE RAT CREATURES 
ARE REGROUPING 
ANP THE 
FUNNEL CLOUD 
IS BEGINNING 
TO BUILD 
STRENGTH/ 


LOOK? THE 
CLOUD IS STILL 
CHURNING! 


THERE |S 
SOMETHING 
INSIDE THE 
STORM... 


SOMETHING 
VERY BIG. 


HOMECOMING 


SOMETHING BIG... ? THORN WARNED ME THAT MIM? THE MAP QUEEN OF 
THE LOCUST WAS SENDING MIM AGAINST US. THE PRAGONS?! 


IT’S HER’ HEADMASTER, 
WARN YOUR PEOPLE 
THAT WE ARE STILL 

UNDER ATTACK’ 


RAT CREATURES . COMING UP 


THE SOUTHERN) 


ARE ASCENDING =~ 


THEY MUST DY 7 ENERYONE MOVE = HELP Me GeT | 
ga MD \ ‘owagn tie tuner! wicus 70 His 


WE'RE LEAVING! 


HOMECOMING 


RE THEY 
HONE! 


HE’S BUT WHAT’S 
CARRYING THAT BEHIND 
THORN THEM? 

AN? BONE-- 


HOMECOMING 


HOW YA DOIN, BOYS 7 Se 


GRAN’MA’S UP ON SINNER’S Boer ) 
COULD USE SOME HELP. A 


HOMECOMING 


WHAT HAPPENEPD TO EVERYONE 


THE DRAGONS HOLD ON TO 
FOLLOWING US? SOMETHING - - 
ee; 
Lf fe i) ‘ 
@ 


HOMECOMING 


HOMECOMING 


HOMECOMING 


‘ 
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HOMECOMING 


HOMECOMING 


WHAT ARE YOU GUYS DOIN’ ARE YA TAKIN’ A BREAK - - 
SITTIN’ AROUND? THERE’S A WHERE’S THE ENEMY? WHERE’S 
WAR ON AN’ I BROUGHT THE RAT CREATURES? 
THE RESERVES! 


I MISSED THE WAR, | THE DRAGONS TYPICAL. HOGGIN’ ALL 
DION’T £7 WE BROUGHT THE GLORY FOR 
HERE YOURSELF! 
ENDED IT! WELL, I’M STILL A 
HERO, YOU GOT 
THAT? 


HOMECOMING 


SOMETHING IS 
WRONG WITH 
GRAN’MA BEN-- 


IVS 
COMPLETELY 
OUT OF THE 
QUUESTION. 


y THE 
\. CEREMONY. 


I AM NOT 
DISCUSSING 
THIS IN THE 
MIPPLE OF 


HOMECOMING 


CAN’T 
BELIEVE 
THIS IS 

HAPPENING. 


.. + OUR LITTLE THORN 
IS BEING CROWNED 
QUEEN OF THE VALLEY! 


I DUNNO, BUT THE DRAGON 
GAVE US NEW TEETH MADE 
FROM THE SAME CRYSTAL 
THAT THE CROWN OF HORNS 
IS MADE OF... SEE? 


HOMECOMING 


ANP HER LEG IS HEALING 
NICELY, JUST LIKE YOUR EYE. 
I THINK TOUCHING THE 
CROWN OF HORNS HAD 
SOMETHING TO DO 
WITH YOUR SPEEDY 
RECOVERIES. 


WHO CARES! 
ARE YOU COMING 
BACK TO 
BONEVILLE 
WITH US 
OR NOT? 


PHONEY, HE DOESN’T 
HAVE TO DECIDE NOW. 
HE’S GOT THE WHOLE 
TRIP TO BARRELHAVEN 

TO THINK ABOUT IT. 


HOMECOMING 


I DON’T WANNA WAIT “TIL WE GET PHONCIBLE P. BONE, YOU ARE 
TO BARRELHAVEN, SMILEY. GOING TO SUPPORT YOUR COUSIN 


THORN ASKED HIM TO STAY NO MATTER WHAT PECISION HE 
ANP I WANNA KNOW NOW! \ MAKES BECAUSE YOU 


ARE YOU GONNA 
HELP RULE THE 
KIN@POM OR ARE YOU 
COMIN’ WITH US? 


NOW, IN A COUPLE OF PAYS WE’RE 5 peas 
GONNA GO WITH THORN AN? J Ke 

GRAN N TO LAY LUCIUS TO 
REST BESIDE THE OLD ALL RIGHT. I GUESS 


We} | WHATEVER YOU WANT 
BARRELHAVEN TAVERN . . . 
FONE BONE CAN DECIDE WHEN Wn Ne Fe ee Aas 
WE GET THERE. Rt . 
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LOVE HIM. 


THAT’S BETTER. 
WE’RE BEHIND YOU A 
HUNPRED PERCENT, 
FONE BONE. 


HOMECOMING 


a —~ 
C’MON, PHONEY, ae Ne LUCIUS LOVED THE LATE FALL. 
CHEER UP! IT’S al I THINK HE’? BE HAPPY TRAVELING 
A BEAUTIFUL MORNING. Vin TO THE NORTH WOODS THIS 


{| 

rE IT’S TOO 

Redd ~ COLP TO 
Ai AY TRAVEL. | 


TIME OF YEAR. 


= SS 


I BROUGHT YOU A NEW 
ote ae PRAYER STONE’ IT WILL BRING 
DEAR. THE BLESSING OF THE DRAGONS 
7 tx UPON YOUR JOURNEY! 
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HOMECOMING 


THANK YOU.’ MR. BONE, I HAVE IT SHOWS HOW YOU I’M 
LI’LL BRING YOU BEGUN A NEW CARVING HELPED SISTER THORN HONORED. 
SOMETHING FROM OF YOU AND BARTLEBY/ DEFEAT THE LOCUST ANP L CAN’T 
THE NORTH WHEN BANISH THE GHOST WAIT TO 
I RETURN. CIRCLES. IT WILL BE SEE IT. 
FINISHED BY THE TIME 
YOU GET BACK. 


I HOPE WE HAVEN’T JUST IN CASE YOU CAN’T 
FORGOTTEN YOUR HIGHNESS, MAKE IT BACK BEFORE IT SNOWS, 
ANYTHING. | EVERYTHING WILL BE THE GREAT RED DRAGON HAS 
FINE. MERMIE AND I PROMISED TO HELP KEEP AN EYE 
WILL SEE TO ON THE KINGDOM. 


VERY GOOD. WE ARE YOU GOING TO T’LL WALK 
BE A PROBLEM - - SHOULD START THEN. RIDE OR WALK FOR A WHILE. 
I HAVE READ ALONGSIDE? 
THE SIGNS AND 
I PREDICT A 
MILD WINTER! 
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HOMECOMING 


EXCUSE ME; SIR PHONCIBLE, 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO TAKE 
YOUR HAY CART? 


IS THIS THE SAME aie 
HAYCART THAT GOT ITIS. 
WE/VE BEEN 
KNOCKED OVER 
IN THE STREET- - ? KEEPING IT IN 
: OUR STALLS. 


YOUR HAY CART. WE’NVE BEEN 
HOLDING IT FOR YOu. 


WHY, YES, I WOULD LIKE 
TO TAKE IT. THANK YOU! 
GOOD-BYE, EVERYONE! 
GOOD-BYE! 


HOMECOMING 


SAY, PO YOU GUYS MIND . 
IF WE STOP FOR A SECOND? 7% 
IL WANT TO CHECK 
SOMETHING REAL FAST... 


GOTTA MAKE SURE ALL JUST CHECKING FOR MY HAY... 
MY... HAY... IS HERE. AH, YES, HERE WE ARE... 


' HOT DIGGETY-D0G/ 
WHAT A BEAUTIFUL 

DIY FOR 
TRAVELING! 


HOMECOMING 


\ if bia 


I THINK WE’RE )\THE FAIRGROUNDS?! OH, BOY! 
ALMOST THERE, THE LAST TIME I WAS AT 
SMILEY- - & THE FAIRGROUNDS WAS FOR 
THAT’S THE THE GREAT COW RACE! 
FAIRGROUNDS REMEMBER THAT? 
THROUGH THOSE . 


TREES. ' 
6..\ L 


WOULD YOU SIT 

DOWN, PHONEY? r rn t 
YOUVE BEEN Sues ae KE MAKE IT TO THE CAVE! WE’RE NEVER 

FIPGETING THE . PASS BEFORE IT GONNA GET OUT 
ENTIRE TRIP! ' SNOWS. OF THIS VALLEY! 


HOMECOMING 


TO SHOW THEIR I’M JUST 
ANP LUCIUS WAS A HERO... RESPECT. SAYING § 
THERE’S 
ONLY SO 
MANY PAYS 
LEFT BEFORE 
IT SNOWS 
FOR REAL. 


PHONEY, GRAN’MA BEN HAS A LOT ..- PEOPLE NEEDED TIME OKAY, OKAY. 
OF FRIENDS AT OLD MAN’S CAVE. 
\ 


THE OLD TEACHER MY POINT DID YOU SEE THAT? 
READ THE SIGNS EXACTLY! THAT WAS A FLAKE. 
ANP PREDICTED A THAT GUY COULDN’T 

PREDICT A FALL 
IF HE WAS STEPPIN’ 
ON A BANANA PEEL! J 


MILP WINTER - - 


WENDELL AN’ LOOK WHO’S 
WITH HIM! IT’S EUCLID! 


yy" 


HOMECOMING 


> 
CAN YOU \ I WAS INSIDE A GHOST ( I UNDERSTAND THAT LI HAVE 
BELIEVE iT? VY CIRCLE, BUT THEN ONE DAY YOU TO THANK... 
HE WAS WAITING I WOKE UP FROM A DEEP YOUR MAJESTY. 
FOR ME WHEN £ SLEEP AND IT WAS GONE! 
GOT BACK’ 


AND THAT GOES FOR YOU,TOO, | oo mr: HEY, EUCLID! 
LITTLE MASTER BONE. _¢ # { you’ rorGot 


SOMEONE. 


THE REASON WE WALKED ]/7/ OH, NO/ YOU ' COULD BE. I HAD TO ¢ THEY’RE 
OUT TO MEET YOUIS ({ THINK IT’S OuR { LET THEM GO ONCE NOT SUCH 

BECAUSE A COUPLE OF \ TWO RAT THE NEW TREATY WAS / \ BAD GUYS, 

MANGY RAT CREATURES |\ CREATURES? SIGNED. - REALLY. J 
HAVE BEEN SPOTTED a 

SCROUNGING AROUND. 


HOMECOMING 


IF IT 1S THE SAME TWO, THEY’RE 
PROBABLY NOT DANGEROUS - - JUST 
LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO EAT, 
BUT WE’LL KEEP OUR EYES OPEN. 


WELCOME HOME, 
OLD FRIEND. 


EVERYTHING’S READY. 
IL SUPPOSE WE SHOULD GET 
HIM IN THE GROUND. 


HOMECOMING 
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HOMECOMING 


MISS THORN - ~ I MEAN, YOUR 
HIGHNESS. YOU SAVED MY 
FAMILY FROM THE 
RAT CREATURES 
WHEN THEY 
ATTACKED... 


WE’D LIKE YOU TO HAVE THIS. I WOKE UP IN A GHOST CIRCLE. 
IT’S A SPECIAL GRAIN, HARDY THANKS TO YOU, I’M AROUND TO 
ANP STRONG. HARVEST MY CORN. 
IT WOULD PLEASE ME 
IF YOU’D TAKE A BUSHEL. 


HOMECOMING 


SHE’S GOING TO HOW IS SHE SHE HAS THE BEST 
HAVE TO GET USED HANPLING HER NEW | ADVISORS. MERMIE AND MY 
TO THIS KIND RESPONSIBILITIES }/ OLD TEACHER PRACTICALLY 
OF TREATMENT. AS MONARCH? RAN THE KINGQOM FOR THE 
LAST FIFTEEN YEARS. 


THE ONLY PROBLEM IS WE CAN’T HEY? IT SMELLS LIKE 
FIND THE CITY’S TREASURE THAT SNOW OUTSIDE. 
TARSIL HIP. BUT WE’LL HAVE TO - - 
WE CAN’T RUN THE KINGDOM 
WITHOUT IT. 


WHAT PO IT’S COLD AN’ SMELLS BUT WE STILL HAVE TO GO 
YOU MEAN? LIKE IT’S GONNA SNOW. TO GRAN’MA’S FARMHOUSE -~ - 
C’/MON, WE GOTTA AND FONE BONE HASN’T 
LEAVE. DECIDED IF HE’S STAYING 
OR NOT. 


HOMECOMING 


YOU KNOW, ROSE, YOU CAN 
STAY HERE. EUCLID AND I HAVE 
BEEN WORKING PRETTY HARD TO 

REBUILD THIS PLACE, AND THE 

NORTH BEDROOMS ARE 
FINISHED. 


ME, TOO! I 
CAN’T WAIT TO 
SEE THE PLACE/ 


BOY, YOU SHOULD SEE 
ALL THE CORN AND 
GRAIN AN’ STUFF THE 
TOWNSFOLK GAVE US. 


OH, YOU’VE BOTH DONE A WONPERFUL 
JOB, WENPELL’ LUCIUS WOULD BE PROUD, 
BUT I’D LIKE TO SPEND A LITTLE 
TIME AT THE OLD HOUSE BEFORE 
THORN ANP I GO BACK TO 


WHERE’S 
PHONEY? 


HE’S STILL 
WORRIED WE’RE 
GONNA GET 
SNOWED IN FOR 
THE WINTER. 


WHAT CAN ONE 
SNOWFLAKE 
HURT? 


SOLSTICE 


YOU GOT A 
TREE, THORN? j A RELIEF! 
YOU GUYS NOW WE 


YOU SEE THE USE A TREE TO HAVE SOME- 
TREE THAT CELEBRATE 
BONE AND I TH’ WINTER 
FOUND’ SOLSTICE?’ IS A VERY 
OLD TRADITION! 
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SOLSTICE 


THE TREE HEY, PHONEY? 


REPRESENTS J DO WE CELEBRATE 
s{ HOW DO you Je TH’ WINTER YEAH. 


LIFE IN THE 
DEAD OF CELEBRATE SOLSTICE IN 
WINTER BACK IN BONEVILLE?? BUT FOR 
: BONEVILLE? DIFFERENT REASONS. 


sittin 


DIFFERENT REASONS... THAT IS... 
DIFFERENT NAMES... I USED TO. NOW 


IT ALL COME N I JUST SIT HERE 
TH’ SAME THING > ~ GUIETLY - - DYING 


BUSINESS PICKS UP, INSIDE, LIKE DECAYING 


AN’ Z MAKE A LOTTA LEAVES BENEATH 
MONEY? + on THE SNOW. 


C’MON? AS LONG AS 
LET’S PLAY WE’RE GONNA 
SOME MAKE MUSIC, 
INSTRUMENTS’ IT DON’T 
MATTER TO 
ME If WE 
CELEBRATE 
FOR DIFFERENT 
REASONS! 


SOLSTICE 


PREPARE 10 
TASTE co ae 
BLOODY DEATH, Sf 
SMALL ‘Dear Ye 


NOT THIS TIME, GUYS! 
TODAY IS DIFFERENT! 


EARTH, 
FELLAS! 


WHAT PO YOU 


(e) 
SUPPOSE THAT WAS 
ALL ABOUT? 


WHY SUBS TION 
IT? 
IT’S JUST SOME 


EAT YOUR} 
QUICHE. y 


RIVER CROSSING 


TIME’S UP, FONE BONE! 
ARE YOU STAYIN’ OR COMING yi 
WITH SMILEY AN’ ME? aN 


NOW, I PON’T WANT TO SWAY YOU, BUT WHAT? NO! 
WHEN £ GET HOME TO BONEVILLE, I’M JUST SAYIN’... 
I’M GOIN’ TO CORN DOG HUTT. ARE YOU TRYING PIZZA-IN-A-CUPTM’ 

TO TEMPT 
FONE BONE WITH 
BONEVILLE 
DELICACIES? 


CORN DOGS - - 


WELL, HERE, HE’LL NO FAIR’ IF HE STAYS HEY, GUYS. 
BE RICH AND NO ONE HE’LL NEVER LI APPRECIATE EVERYONE’S 
FAMOUS - - CAN HAVE BIG HELP, BUT I’VE ALREADY 
IF HE RULES THE RESIST JOHNSON’S MAGE UP MY MIND... 
KING@POM, HE’LL HAVE THAT? PISTACHIO- 


POWER! nein 
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RIVER CROSSING 


ARE YOU SURE? 
LI WANT TO GO I KNOW. I MEAN, YOU HAVE A 
BACK TO IT’S OKAY. WHOLE NEW LIFE NOW - - 
BONEVILLE. YOU’RE QUEEN, AN’ 
YOU’RE GONNA HAVE A 
MILLION THINGS 


YOU DON’T HAVE TO EXPLAIN, BESIDES, I KIND OF GUESSED YOU 
FONE BONE. I KNOW HOW WERE LEAVING WHEN YOU PACKED 
MUCH YOU LOVE YOUR ; YOUR BAG THIS MORNING. 
COUSINS. 


YOU KNOW WHATEVER HITCH OL’ BESSIE UP, WE’LL RIDE 
YOU DECIDE i OKAY WITH YOU TO THE PASS. 
WITH ME. 
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RIVER CROSSING 


KEEP SHARP, BACK THERE’ 


US ALL OVER THE 
FALLS IF YOU’RE NOT 
CAREFUL, 


WATCH IT, WILL YA? 
OUR SPECIAL 
“SUPPLIES “ ARE IN 
THESE CHESTS! 


SORRY, 
PHONEY. 


NEED ANY HELP 
BACK THERE? 
pet iS 


NO! 
STAY WHERE 
YOU ARE/ : 


RIVER CROSSING 


THINK YOU CAN SORRY, MAN, 
HANPLE IT FROM THE CART HIT 

ie : A ROCK OR 
SOMETHING. 


HEY- - T JUST SAW 
SOMETHING MOVE 
UNDER THE TREES! 


P51! GLY, 


OUT THE SPEARS! 


RIVER CROSSING 


HOW 
MUCH 
FARTHER? 


AN? NOT A MOMENT 
TOO SOON... 
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RIVER CROSSING 


HATE TO RUN, YOU CRAZY CRACKERS, GOOD-BYE, TAKE CARE OF 

BUT I’VE GOT AN EMPIRE TO REBUILD! GRAN’MA BEN. YOURSELF, 
HERO’S WELCOMES, TICKER TAPE THANK YOU FOR BONE. 
PARADES - - THAT KIND OF ENERY THING. 


WELL, PRAGON, I GUESS TRAVEL AT NIGHT, FONE BONE, KEEP THE 
I'LL SEE YOU AROUND. . . SUNSET ON YOUR LEFT, NORTH STAR ON 
YOUR RIGHT. YOU’LL FIND YOUR WAY. 
AND 
THANKS 
FOR THE 
HELP, KID. 


L PACKED YOU A LITTLE 
BASKET OF BISCUITS AND HONEY. 
LI SAVED IT UNTIL NOW 
BECAUSE ... I WAS HOPING 
YOU’P CHANGE YOUR 
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RIVER CROSSING 


SO MUCH HAS CHANGED SINCE 
THAT DAY WE MET AT THE 
HOT SPRINGS, ANP YOU WALKED 
OUT OF THE WOOPS WITH YOUR 
HAT ON FIRE... 


oh, I -- ~I’LL NEVER 
FORGET YOU, THORN. 


L DON’T 
THINK I 
COULD. 


GOOD! NOW 
YOU HAVE 
PLENTY OF 

SUPPLIES - - 


.-- BUT NOT EVERYTHING 
CHANGES. REMEMBER ME WHEN 
YOU’RE BACK IN BONEVILLE. 


l DON’T WORRY ABOUT US, 
GRAN’MA! WE HAVE 
MORE SUPPLIES 
THAN YOU'LL 
EVER IMAGINE! 


RIVER CROSSING 


\7 
OH, YEAH, WE’RE LOADED. WE’VE 
GOT FOUR TREASURE CHESTS FULL 
OF THOSE HARP, STALE 
BREAD-THINGIES/ 


- - AND REFILLED THEM WITH 
ENOUGH BREAD-THINGIES TO LAST 
ALL THE WAY ACROSS THE 
DESERT! 


A“ ge 


VN 


ANP ON THAT NOTE .. 


A FEW COINS? 
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WE’VE GOT PLENTY OF THOSE HARD, 
STUFFED BREAD-THINGIES!’ THERE 
ALMOST WASN’T ROOM IN THE CART, 
BUT GRAN’MA HELPED EMPTY OUT 
THE TREASURE CHESTS - - 


p> > mo” YOU” 
EMPTIED OUT 
THE TREASURE?! 


DON’T FEEL BAD, PHONCIBLE. HERE, 
HAVE SOME GOLP COINS - - THEY’RE 
THE ONES WITH YOUR FACE STAMPED ON 
THEM. NO ONE AROUND? HERE 
WANTS “EM ANYWAY! 


Eb Gippiyur 


RIVER CROSSING 


GOOD-BYE! 


5 Ls 
3 SIGH. 


I DON’T EVEN 
LIKE HARD, 
STUFFED BREAD- 
THINGIES. 


RIVER CROSSING 


BETTER LEARN TO 
LIKE “EM. THEY’RE THE 
ONLY FOOP ON 
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OH, GIVE HIM 
A GOLD COIN, 
PHONEY. 
WE’RE OUT IN 
THE MIDPLE 
OF THE 
DESERT. 


GIMME A GOLD 
COIN FIRST. 
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=U Se, 


— ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


WS, rv 

ay 2: 
“Jeff Smith 
can pace a joke 


better than almost 

anyone in comics; 

his dialogue is delightful— 

so are all his people, not to mention 

his animals, his villains, and even his bugs.” 


